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Mr. Speaker, the Rotary Club of Mansfield,
Ohio, will present these six students with the
McGowan Courage Award on May 17. | am
proud to join the Rotary in acknowledging their
significant achievements and wishing them
continued success in everything they do.

TRIBUTE TO HONOR FLIGHT OF
EASTERN OREGON

HON. GREG WALDEN

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 13, 2011

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the 28 World War |l veterans from east-
ern Oregon who will be visiting their memorial
next Friday in Washington, DC through Honor
Flight of Eastern Oregon. On behalf of a
grateful state and country, we welcome these
heroes to the nation’s capital.

The World War |l veterans on this flight are:
John Ansen, U.S. Army Air Corps; Lawrence
Bannon, U.S. Army; Clinton Beauchamp, U.S.
Navy; Roy Bunting, U.S. Navy; Albert Buscio,
U.S. Merchant Marine; Jack Cooper, U.S.
Navy; Claude Davis, U.S. Army; Robert Falley,
U.S. Navy; Melvin Fuller Sr., U.S. Navy & U.S.
Army; Harry Hartung, U.S. Army; Dayton
Herron, U.S. Army; Leroy Hills, U.S. Army;
Frank Jackson, U.S. Navy; Roy Janiec, U.S.
Navy; Jack Kinsey, U.S. Navy; Paul Lesher,
U.S. Army; Robert Maxwell, U.S. Army; Walk-
er Nicholson, U.S. Navy; Glenn Plato, U.S.
Navy; Henry Potts, U.S. Navy; Pete Stride,
U.S. Army; Raymond Swee, U.S. Army; Wil-
liam Switzer, U.S. Navy; Collins Tucker, U.S.
Army; Robert Warner, U.S. Army; Jack Wil-
son, U.S. Army; Garland Wright, U.S. Army;
and Lawrence Zufelt, U.S. Navy.

These 28 heroes join more than 63,000 vet-
erans from across the country who, since
2005, have journeyed from their home states
to Washington, DC to reflect at the memorials
built in honor of our nation’s veterans.

Mr. Speaker, each of us is humbled by the
courage of these soldiers, sailors, and airmen
who put themselves in harm’s way for our
country and way of life. As a nation, we can
never fully repay the debt of gratitude owed to
them for their honor, commitment, and sac-
rifice in defense of the freedoms we have
today.

My colleagues, please join me in thanking
these veterans and the volunteers of Honor
Flight of Eastern Oregon for their exemplary
dedication and service to this great country. |
will be hosting a special forum on Capitol Hill
next week for these highly distinguished Amer-
icans, and I'm very eager to thank them all in
person.

CELEBRATING THE THIRD ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE INAUGURA-
TION OF TAIWANESE PRESIDENT
MA YING-JEOU

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL
OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, May 13, 2011
Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, May 20, 2011

marks the third anniversary of the Inauguration
of Taiwanese President Ma Ying-jeou.
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Much has transpired in those 3 years. Wars
continue to plague our society. However, in
the Taiwan Strait, tensions have abated and
much of the credit must be given to President
Ma for the courageous efforts he has made to
lessen the tensions between China and the
Republic of China (Taiwan).

While protecting the interests of the people
of Taiwan, President Ma has made marked
progress in the dialogue between the People’s
Republic of China (mainland China) and the
Republic of China (Taiwan), thereby advanc-
ing peace in the Pacific.

For this he is to be congratulated and com-
mended and we wish him much continued
success.

———

A TRIBUTE TO A-ONE
GEOTHERMAL

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 13, 2011

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate A-One Geothermal of Earlham,
lowa in recognition of their decade-long history
as the leading geothermal installation com-
pany in the State.

A-One Geothermal has crafted a great rep-
utation throughout lowa and the Midwest over
the past 10 years though groundbreaking
techniques in the development of horizontal
boring and a commitment to their community.
A-One oversaw the successful installation of
geothermal heating and cooling systems for
many lowa schools and has become the “go-
to” company for geothermal problem projects.
A-One has a global reach and Midwest roots
with projects throughout lowa and the Midwest
in addition to the West Coast, Australia and
China.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to represent
such a successful company filled with such
outstanding and hardworking lowans. | know
my colleagues in the U.S. Congress will join
me in congratulating A-One and | wish them
many more decades of success.

———

SUPPORTING TAIWAN’S MEMBER-
SHIP IN INTERNATIONAL ORGA-
NIZATIONS

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 13, 2011

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, as a long-time
friend of Taiwan in the United States Con-
gress, and as a member of the 140-member
strong bi-partisan Congressional Taiwan Cau-
cus | rise today to urge my colleagues to join
me in supporting an issue | and my Tai-
wanese American constituents care deeply
about.

| am a supporter of Taiwan’s full member-
ship in international organizations such as the
United Nations. Why? Because | believe it is
an anomaly that the country of Taiwan, with a
population of 23 million, is not represented in
the United Nations and its affiliated organiza-
tions.

| believe that we, the United States, instead
of supporting “meaningful participation” for
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Taiwan in international organizations, should
instead actively support and promote full
membership for Taiwan in international organi-
zations such as the WHO.

Health knows no boundaries. Diseases do
not stop at the borders of countries. Over the
years, Taiwan has been affected by the H1N1
flu. In 2003, Taiwan was struck by an out-
break of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome,
or SARS. A total of 60 people died.

It is therefore imperative that Taiwan joins
the WHO as a full member, so that the 23 mil-
lion people of Taiwan can and will have ac-
cess to the highest level of health information
and knowledge.

Not only that, but medical professionals in
Taiwan will be able to fully contribute their ex-
tensive knowledge and expertise to the WHO,
to the benefit of the entire global health com-
munity.

| therefore urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting Taiwan’s full and equal member-
ship in the United Nations, and in all other
international organizations including the World
Health Organization.

HONORING JOSEPH A. TORMALA
HON. DAN BENISHEK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 13, 2011

Mr. BENISHEK. Mr. Speaker, let it be
known, that it is a pleasure and honor to pay
tribute to Joseph A. Tormala of Chassell, who
was born and raised in the Copper Country by
his parents, Ken and Mary Tormala of Atlantic
Mine. He attended schools in Stanton Twp.,
and graduated from Houghton High School in
1983. He joined the Marine Corps in 1983 and
married his high school sweetheart Sheila
(Alatalo) in 1984, and they have one child,
Katrina.

Joe attended Marine boot camp and Infantry
Training in California during the Beirut crisis of
1983 and was trained as a Huey & Cobra heli-
copter crew chief, and in marine security
forces. He served in numerous deployments
from 1985 through 1988 in Operation Northern
Wedding and in missions to the Mediterranean
and Caribbean regions. He served in Oper-
ations Desert Shield and Desert Storm and in
Operation Fiery Vigil in the rescue, cleanup
and evacuation of the Philippines during the
eruption of Pinatubo. He left active duty in
1993 and moved back to the Copper Country.

As a civilian, Joe went on to complete his
education with an Associate Applied Science
degree from Vincennes University, and certifi-
cations in Forensic Science—Criminal Inves-
tigations, Certified Security Supervisor, Cer-
tified Protection Officer and FEMA Emergency
Program Manager. He was Director of Cam-
pus Security for Suomi College/Finlandia Uni-
versity, Houghton CO. Special Deputy Sheriff,
Hancock Reserve Police Officer, Chassell
Township Fireman, and DNR Volunteer Con-
servation Officer.

He rejoined components of the Army and
Marine Corps 1994-2004 and participated in
training missions across the United States, de-
ployed with Task Force Timberwolf in Central
America and participated in Operation Endur-
ing Freedom in security missions following the
9/11 attacks, until his mobilization and activa-
tion for 15 months in the Liberation of Iraq and
Operation Iragi Freedom |I.
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During his service in the Marine Corps and
Army, Joe was decorated for Combat Action
and received other awards for personal lead-
ership, achievement and meritorious service;
including the Purple Heart for wounds re-
ceived in action in Iraq. His units were cited in
Joint Meritorious Unit Awards, Valorous Unit
Award, Navy Unit Commendations, Meritorious
Unit Commendations, Navy Battle E, Navy
Sea Service, Army Overseas, and other Serv-
ice and Campaign Medals for his 32 years
spent overseas in five tours with Marine and
Army Units.

He is a volunteer by nature and has applied
his entire adult life to serving others in the
military, public safety, veterans’ groups, and
non-profits. He has been active in veterans’
affairs for 25 years, notably organizing the
Keweenaw Detachment #1016, Marine Corps
League and Copper Country Chapter #789
Military Order Purple Heart with Vietnam vet-
erans Gary Mattson and Tom Heikkinen. Joe
continues to serve as a volunteer Michigan
CCP Firearms Instructor and U.S. Army Am-
bassador for CRSC/TSGLI claims. He is a
Christian and man of faith in God. He serves
his local church in many capacities, and he
and his wife, with their dog, Sunny greatly
enjoy wandering the wilderness of the U.P. of
Michigan and across America. The Copper
Country is greatly honored to have Joe as the
Grand Marshal of the Sixth Annual Parade of
Thanks in Michigan’s Keweenaw.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 63RD ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF
THE STATE OF ISRAEL

HON. DOUG LAMBORN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 13, 2011

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 63rd anniversary of the inde-
pendence of the State of Israel, declared on
May 14, 1948. Israel has provided Jews from
all over the world with the opportunity to rees-
tablish and participate in a Jewish state and
society in their ancient homeland, the Land of
Israel, with the city of Jerusalem as its undi-
vided capital. Not only is Israel home to many
religious sites sacred to Judaism, Christianity,
and Islam, but Israel has provided a refuge to
Jews who survived the unprecedented horrors
of the Holocaust and Jewish refugees who
fled persecution around the world.

The people of Israel have established a plu-
ralistic democracy that includes the freedoms
cherished by the people of the United States,
including freedom of speech, freedom of reli-
gion, freedom of association, freedom of the
press, and government by the consent of the
governed. Israel continues to serve as a shin-
ing model of democratic values by regularly
holding free and fair elections, promoting the
free exchange of ideas, and vigorously exer-
cising in its Parliament, the Knesset, a demo-
cratic government that is fully representative of
its citizens.

Additionally, Israel has bravely defended
itself from terrorist and military attacks repeat-
edly since independence. With thousands of
rocket attacks from violent extremist groups in
Gaza against Israeli civilian targets in recent
years that have caused hundreds of casualties
and have destroyed homes, schools, build-
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ings, roads, power lines, and other significant
infrastructure, Israel has stood strong. Even
with the deaths of over 1,000 innocent Israelis
over the last several years at the hands of
murderous, suicide bombers and other terror-
ists, the people of Israel stand strong. Israel
continues to seek peace with their Palestinian
neighbors and have signed landmark peace
treaties and successfully established peaceful
bilateral relations with neighboring Egypt and
Jordan.

Moreover, Iran, which continues to reject
Israel’s right to exist as a nation, remains a
continued threat to Israel’s safety and security,
both through its support of terrorist groups like
Hamas and Hezbollah and through its ongoing
efforts to acquire nuclear weapons.

A strong and valuable ally, the United
States and Israel enjoy a strategic partnership
based on shared democratic values, friend-
ship, and respect. The United States share a
deep affinity with the people of Israel and view
Israel as a strong and trusted ally. Not only
was the United States the first nation to offer
de facto recognition, but did so only 11 min-
utes after the creation of the state of Israel.

In recognizing the 63rd anniversary of the
independence of the State of Israel, | reaffirm
enduring, bipartisan support for the alliance
and friendship between the Governments and
peoples of the United States and lIsrael, for
Israel to exist as a democratic Jewish state,
and for its right to defend itself. | look forward
to continued cooperation in resolving future
mutual challenges and extend warm congratu-
lations and best wishes to the people of Israel
as they celebrate independence.

———————

HONORING THE CENTENNIAL
CELEBRATION CALLAHAN,
FLORIDA

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 13, 2011

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the Centennial Celebration of the
Town of Callahan in Nassau County, Florida,
which received its Charter on May 23, 1911.
It is my privilege to represent the warm, friend-
ly people in this small municipality. Although it
is only 1.3 square miles in size, Callahan
stands at the crossroads of major transpor-
tation links to Jacksonville and Georgia. For
the surrounding rural, isolated farms, Callahan
is town.

As with much of Northeast Florida, the rail-
road brought development and people to what
had been wild, wet timber lands and home to
the Timucuan Indians. Callahan was no ex-
ception. More than 150 years ago, David
Yulee, owner of the Florida Railroad Company
and Florida’s first U.S. Senator, hired a sea-
soned railroad man named Daniel Callahan to
prepare the land for the laying of railroad
tracks across the middle of Nassau County.
Many of Florida’s pioneer family members
worked on the rail for 23 cents a day. At that
time, the economy mostly centered on the log-
ging business although herds of cattle, horses
and hogs roamed the still unfenced country-
side as farmers and ranchers worked hard
under the Florida sun.

During construction, a railroad station was
built where the tracks cross Kings Road, now
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called U.S. 1. A post office soon followed. The
Sharon Baptist Church was already there sur-
rounded by farms. The railroad turned the
sleepy settlement into a bustling rail camp,
and a town was born. Years after Daniel Cal-
lahan had moved on to build other railroads,
the people officially named the town in his
honor.

Today, the historic train depot is home to
the Greater Nassau County Chamber of Com-
merce and the West Nassau Historical Soci-
ety. For the past several years it has hosted
the Railroad Days Festival, where hundreds of
folks come to enjoy small-town activities like
parades, clowns, American flags, face paint-
ing, and ax throwing contests, and of course,
model train displays in the lovingly restored
old wood building. Also on site is a restored
rail segment and caboose, a favorite of the
children.

Although a significant retail district grew
nearby the depot and a block of beautiful brick
stores replete with balconies remains, Cal-
lahan’s town center has moved slightly north
from the railroad track to the intersection of
A1A, Lem Turner Highway, and U.S. 1. Here
several red brick government buildings, along
with small shops—some national franchises
but many local longtime businesses, continue
to serve the folks surrounding the Town. Two
restaurants have large local followings—The
Pig and the Chicken House. If you want good
barbeque and a cold glass of sweet tea, you
can'’t find a better place than in Callahan.

Almost everyone in Callahan attends
church, and church activities are the backbone
of most weekly social events. But Callahan
also boasts annual events, like the Blueberry
Festival, the Northeast Florida Fair, the
Rodeo, and the Christmas Parade that draw
hundreds of visitors.

As we celebrate the Centennial Anniversary
of this charming rural community in West Nas-
sau County, | congratulate my good friend,
Mayor Shirley Graham, the Town Council, and
all who have made this occasion special. But
| especially laud the townspeople and those
who live just outside the town limits on their
neighborliness, their can-do spirit, and small-
town warmth. When | think of what makes up
the heart and soul of America, | need look no
farther than Callahan, Florida.

NATIONAL NURSING HOME WEEK
HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 13, 2011

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, | am proud to
recognize National Nursing Home Week,
which began nationwide on May 8, and con-
cludes on May 14th. This year's theme, “Ful-
filling the Promise,” was selected to honor
those who are serving others, thus adding
value to life. National Nursing Home Week is
a time to reach out to older Americans in
these facilities who have given so much to our
communities and country. They are our loved
ones, our veterans, our teachers, nurses,
friends, and much more.

It's also a time to better understand the val-
uable work of nursing home staff. They pro-
vide quality care day in and day out, focusing
on person-centered care so that elderly and
disabled residents can live life in a meaningful
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