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COMMEMORATING THE 96TH ANNI-

VERSARY OF THE ARMENIAN 
GENOCIDE 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 2, 2011 

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, 96 years ago 
this month, the Ottoman Empire began a bru-
tal campaign against its Armenian citizens, 
marking the beginning of the Armenian Geno-
cide. At the end of this atrocity in 1923, more 
than 1.5 million Armenians had perished. 

Once again, despite the absence of an offi-
cial recognition on behalf of the American gov-
ernment, I stand to commemorate the Arme-
nian Genocide. This injustice deserves rec-
ognition by the U.S. For years, a resolution af-
firming the U.S. position on Armenian Geno-
cide has been introduced in the U.S. House of 
Representatives and, as a member of the 
House Armenian Issues Caucus, I have co-
sponsored that resolution. 

Over two dozen countries and 43 states, in-
cluding my home state of Illinois, have af-
firmed the Armenian Genocide, demonstrating 
unwavering support for this position. As I have 
said before, there will never be a convenient 
time to officially recognize the Armenian 
Genocide, but we must do what is right and 
officially declare these atrocities as genocide. 

The official commemoration of the Armenian 
Genocide also provides an opportunity to rec-
ognize the indomitable spirit of the Armenian 
people. Their daily contributions to our com-
munities are the best testament of their kind-
ness, strength and commitment to justice and 
peace. As a member of the Tom Lantos 
Human Rights Commission, I call on my col-
leagues in Congress and the Obama adminis-
tration to join me in recognizing the 96th anni-
versary of the Armenian Genocide and the 
significant contributions of the Armenian peo-
ple. 

f 

NEAL STANLEY TRIBUTE 

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 2, 2011 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Neal Stanley of western Colorado. 
Mr. Stanley is the director of the Great West-
ern Oil and Gas Company, and will receive 
‘‘Wildcatter of the Year’’ for his work in the 
field of natural resources. 

There are few people who possess the level 
of experience and knowledge that Mr. Stanley 
provides both his company and the state of 
Colorado. He has spent over 35 years working 
in the oil and gas industry, serving on several 
public and private boards. Most notably, he 
was president of the Independent Petroleum 
Association of Mountain States from 1999 to 
2001 and Senior Vice President–Western Re-
gion for Forest Oil Corporation. 

Mr. Stanley will join a long list of distin-
guished recipients of the ‘‘Wildcatter of the 
Year’’ award. His devotion to the oil and gas 
industry is proven by his exemplary career, 
and the expertise he has provided through 
decades of work. There is little doubt that he 
has contributed to the success and promi-

nence of the industry and all the companies 
he worked for. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize 
Neal Stanley today. He has given years of 
service to a number of companies and the 
state of Colorado. He will be appropriately 
honored with the ‘‘Wildcatter of the Year’’ 
award and will continue to lead our country’s 
charge into its wealth of natural resources. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF 
MITCHELL MULAS 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 2, 2011 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
it is with both great sadness and a sense of 
great honor that I rise today, along with my 
colleague, LYNN WOOLSEY, to honor and pay 
tribute to Mitchell ‘‘Mitch’’ Mulas, of Sonoma, 
California, who passed away March 31, 2011 
of complications following heart surgery. 

It is no exaggeration to say that Mitch Mulas 
was an icon in Sonoma County and a role 
model for generations of fire fighters, teachers 
and students, and farmers. He represented 
the best in community service and in devotion 
to his family. 

Mitch was born in 1928 in Sonoma, Cali-
fornia, the son of an Italian immigrant father 
and a mother who survived the 1906 San 
Francisco earthquake. He met his wife, Nilda 
when he was 15 and she was 13. They had 
their first date three years later, and three 
years following that, they were married. Nilda 
was his partner, friend and soul mate and sur-
vives him in his passing. 

Mitch was a dairy farmer and a leader in the 
county’s agricultural organizations. He joined 
the Farm Bureau after he graduated from high 
school and served as President from 1965– 
1967 and 1985–1986. He was inducted into 
the Sonoma County Farm Bureau Hall of 
Fame in 2002. 

He took a brief hiatus from leadership posi-
tions within the Farm Bureau to serve on the 
Sonoma Valley Unified School Board for 12 
years from 1969 to 1981. His influence 
stretched from the classroom to the football 
field, where he anchored a favorite spot in the 
bleachers each season. Not only did he re-
ceive the district’s ‘‘Salute to Education’’ 
award but the Sonoma Valley High School 
Athletic Hall of Fame created the Mulas Fam-
ily Recognition Award in his honor, which is 
presented annually to persons or businesses 
in the Sonoma Valley who have contributed 
time and resources to student athletes and 
coaches. 

Mitch was also the ‘‘Chief,’’ a title he wore 
with distinction and pride. In 1942, at the age 
14, he helped his father start what later be-
came the Shell-Vista Fire Protection District. 
He served first as a volunteer firefighter, was 
named Assistant Chief in 1955 and served in 
that position until he was named Chief in 
1968. He served in that position until his 
death. 

Mr. Speaker, Mitch Mulas was a farmer, ed-
ucator, activist and sports enthusiast who also 
protected his community for 69 years as a fire 
fighter. But above all else, he was a devoted 
family man who is survived by his wife, Nilda, 
four children, six grandchildren and two great 

grand children. An entire community mourns 
his passing, and it is appropriate that we 
honor him at this time. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF 
MITCHELL MULAS 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 2, 2011 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, it is with both 
great sadness and a sense of great honor that 
I rise today, along with my colleague, MIKE 
THOMPSON, to honor and pay tribute to Mitchell 
‘‘Mitch’’ Mulas, of Sonoma, California, who 
passed away March 31, 2011, of complica-
tions following heart surgery. 

It is no exaggeration to say that Mitch Mulas 
was an icon in Sonoma County and a role 
model for generations of fire fighters, teachers 
and students, and farmers. He represented 
the best in community service and in devotion 
to his family. 

Mitch was born in 1928 in Sonoma, Cali-
fornia, the son of an Italian immigrant father 
and a mother who survived the 1906 San 
Francisco earthquake. He met his wife, Nilda, 
when he was 15 and she was 13. They had 
their first date three years later, and three 
years following that, they were married. Nilda 
was his partner, friend and soul mate and sur-
vives him in his passing. 

Mitch was a dairy farmer and a leader in the 
county’s agricultural organizations. He joined 
the Farm Bureau after he graduated from high 
school and served as President from 1965– 
1967 and 1985–1986. He was inducted into 
the Sonoma County Farm Bureau Hall of 
Fame in 2002. 

He took a brief hiatus from leadership posi-
tions within the Farm Bureau to serve on the 
Sonoma Valley Unified School Board for 12 
years from 1969 to 1981. His influence 
stretched from the classroom to the football 
field, where he anchored a favorite spot in the 
bleachers each season. Not only did he re-
ceive the district’s ‘‘Salute to Education’’ 
award but the Sonoma Valley High School 
Athletic Hall of Fame created the Mulas Fam-
ily Recognition Award in his honor, which is 
presented annually to persons or businesses 
in the Sonoma Valley who have contributed 
time and resources to student athletes and 
coaches. 

Mitch was also the ‘‘Chief,’’ a title he wore 
with distinction and pride. In 1942, at the age 
14, he helped his father start what later be-
came the Shell-Vista Fire Protection District. 
He served first as a volunteer firefighter, was 
named Assistant Chief in 1955 and served in 
that position until he was named Chief in 
1968. He served in that position until his 
death. 

Mr. Speaker, Mitch Mulas was a farmer, ed-
ucator, activist and sports enthusiast who also 
protected his community for 69 years as a fire-
fighter. But above all else, he was a devoted 
family man who is survived by his wife, Nilda, 
four children, six grandchildren and two great 
grandchildren. An entire community mourns 
his passing, and it is appropriate that we 
honor him at this time. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF DENNIS 

KOEHLER 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 2, 2011 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the life of Mr. Dennis 
Koehler and express my deepest condolences 
to his family. Dennis died Sunday evening at 
the age of 69 following a battle with mela-
noma. 

South Florida has lost a true hero with the 
passing of Dennis Koehler. Dennis served our 
Nation courageously during the war in Viet-
nam. After coming home to Palm Beach 
County, he ran for and was elected to a seat 
on the Palm Beach County Commission. Dur-
ing those 8 years, he selflessly worked to help 
improve the lives of Palm Beach County citi-
zens. He was well-known for his compassion 
and dedication to the community. 

Additionally, Dennis was a major advocate 
for veterans’ rights. He is one of the founding 
members of Vietnam Veterans of America, 
VVA, and served on VVA’s first National 
Board of Directors from 1983 to 1985. A vet-
eran himself, Dennis understood the impor-
tance of taking care of those who have served 
our Nation with dignity and respect. 

As an attorney in private practice, Dennis 
has earned the gratitude of veterans through-
out Florida by using his legal skills to fight for 
their rights and benefits. Two years ago, when 
one of my constituents lost his pension fol-
lowing a road accident, Dennis volunteered his 
time and knowledge to work with my Congres-
sional office to have the Department of Vet-
erans’ Affairs reinstate my constituent’s bene-
fits. 

Dennis’ activism on this tragic issue prompt-
ed me to introduce the Veterans Pensions 
Protection Act to ensure that veterans, and 
their surviving spouses and children, will never 
again face the threat of losing their pensions 
because they received payments to cover ex-
penses incurred after an accident. I wish to 
dedicate the Veterans Pensions Protection Act 
in honor of Dennis Koehler for his lifetime 
commitment and service to this Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, Dennis was a true patriot, a 
community leader, and an outstanding Amer-
ican. I am deeply saddened by his passing, 
which is more than a personal loss for just 
myself, but also a loss to the South Florida 
community. 

f 

MAC MCFADDEN TRIBUTE 

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 2, 2011 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mac McFadden of Grand Junction, 
Colorado. Mr. McFadden is one of the proud 
Americans who served his country during 
World War II. It is because of his service, and 
that of so many of his generation, that we can 
celebrate our freedoms today. 

Mr. McFadden chose to enlist in the Army, 
but was initially turned away because of his 
poor vision. Rather than accept the results, 
however, he memorized the eye test and 

passed after a second attempt. Upon finally 
joining the Army, he became a mechanic, ulti-
mately reaching the level of Technician Grade 
5, in the 3156th Ordinance Base Artillery & 
Fire Control Maintenance Battalion. 

During his nearly four years of duty, he dis-
tinguished himself quickly. Among his many 
decorations, he received an American Theater 
Campaign Medal, EAME Campaign Medal 
with two Bronze Stars, a Good Conduct 
Medal, Victory Ribbon, Service Stripe and five 
Overseas Service Bars. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize one 
of the many brave men who served our coun-
try during its time of need. Mr. McFadden’s ef-
forts helped ensure our victory and the suc-
cess we have enjoyed since World War II. 

f 

LET US EAT FISH 

HON. BARNEY FRANK 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 2, 2011 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, 
I have for some time been pointing out the in-
consistency between those who would restrict 
our ability to catch fish in a responsible way, 
and the argument that we should be encour-
aging the American people to eat in a 
healthier manner. In the New York Times for 
April 14, 2011, Ray Hilborn makes this case 
very well. As he notes, we have made great 
progress in reducing overfishing, but the law 
has not yet been written with enough flexibility 
to recognize that fact. As Mr. Hilborn notes, 
‘‘the Magnuson Act . . . has been successful, 
but it needs to be revised. The last time it was 
reauthorized, in 2006, it required the rebuilding 
of overfished stocks within ten years. That rule 
is too inflexible and hurts fishing communities 
from NewEngland to California.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, that is the major reason that I 
voted against the Magnuson Act, although I 
agree that there were some useful things in it. 
And I welcome this very thoughtful explanation 
by Mr. Hilborn of why the time has come to 
provide that flexibility. 

Mr. Speaker, as he says, ‘‘we are caught 
between the desire for oceans as pristine eco-
systems and the desire for sustainable sea-
food.’’ People who argue for greater and 
greater restrictions of fish claim to have the 
moral high ground, but they can only make 
their argument if they ignore the negative im-
pact this has not just on the livelihoods of a 
lot of working people in the communities in 
which they live, but on our ability to make a 
very healthy part of a diet—good seafood— 
available at prices that people of moderate in-
come can afford. 

[From The New York Times, Apr. 4, 2011] 
LET US EAT FISH 
(By Ray Hilborn) 

SEATTLE, WA.—This Lent, many eco-
logically conscious Americans might feel a 
twinge of guilt as they dig into the fish on 
their Friday dinner plates. They shouldn’t. 

Over the last decade the public has been 
bombarded by apocalyptic predictions about 
the future of fish stocks—in 2006, for in-
stance, an article in the journal Science pro-
jected that all fish stocks could be gone by 
2048. 

Subsequent research, including a paper I 
co-wrote in Science in 2009 with Boris Worm, 
the lead author of the 2006 paper, has shown 

that such warnings were exaggerated. Much 
of the earlier research pointed to declines in 
catches and concluded that therefore fish 
stocks must be in trouble. But there is little 
correlation between how many fish are 
caught and how many actually exist; over 
the past decade, for example, fish catches in 
the United States have dropped because reg-
ulators have lowered the allowable catch. On 
average, fish stocks worldwide appear to be 
stable, and in the United States they are re-
building, in many cases at a rapid rate. 

The overall record of American fisheries 
management since the mid-1990s is one of 
improvement, not of decline. Perhaps the 
most spectacular recovery is that of bottom 
fish in New England, especially haddock and 
redfish; their abundance has grown sixfold 
from 1994 to 2007. Few if any fish species in 
the United States are now being harvested at 
too high a rate, and only 24 percent remain 
below their desired abundance. 

Much of the success is a result of the Mag-
nuson Fishery Conservation and Manage-
ment Act, which was signed into law 35 years 
ago this week. It banned foreign fishing 
within 200 miles of the United States shore-
line and established a system of management 
councils to regulate federal fisheries. In the 
past 15 years, those councils, along with fed-
eral and state agencies, nonprofit organiza-
tions and commercial and sport fishing 
groups, have helped assure the sustainability 
of the nation’s fishing stocks. 

Some experts, like Daniel Pauly of the 
University of British Columbia Fisheries 
Center, who warns of ‘‘the end of fish,’’ fault 
the systems used to regulate fisheries world-
wide. But that condemnation is too sweep-
ing, and his prescription—closing much of 
the world’s oceans to fishing—would leave 
people hungry unnecessarily. 

Many of the species that are fished too 
much worldwide fall into two categories: 
highly migratory species that are subject to 
international fishing pressures, and bottom 
fish—like cod, haddock, flounder and sole— 
that are caught in ‘‘mixed fisheries,’’ where 
it is impossible to catch one species but not 
another. We also know little about the sus-
tainability of fish caught in much of Asia 
and Africa. 

The Atlantic bluefin tuna is emblematic of 
the endangered migratory species; its num-
bers are well below the target set by the 
International Commission for the Conserva-
tion of Atlantic Tunas, and the catches in 
the Eastern Atlantic are too high. Many spe-
cies of sharks also fall into this category. 
Because these stocks are fished by inter-
national fleets, reducing the catch requires 
global cooperation and American leadership. 
But not all highly migratory fish are in dan-
ger; the albacore, skipjack and yellowfin 
tuna and swordfish on American menus are 
not threatened. 

Managing the mixed fisheries in American 
waters requires different tactics. On the 
West Coast, fish stocks have been strongly 
revived over the past decade through con-
servative management: fleet size reductions, 
highly restrictive catch limits and the clos-
ing of large areas to certain kinds of nets, 
hooks and traps. Rebuilding, however, has 
come at a cost: to prevent overharvesting 
and protect weak species, about 30 percent of 
the potential sustainable harvest from pro-
ductive species (those that can be harvested 
at higher rates) goes untapped. 

A similar tradeoff is going on in New Eng-
land, where the management council, made 
up of federal and state representatives, re-
stricts the harvesting of bottom fish like cod 
and yellowtail flounder in both the Gulf of 
Maine and Georges Bank, off Cape Cod. In 
trying to rebuild the cod, regulators have 
had to limit the catch of the much more 
abundant haddock, which are caught in the 
same nets. 
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