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For this reason, | support bills like H.R. 292,
the Stop the OverPrinting Act, which will help
eliminate the wasteful production of unneces-
sary copies of bills and resolutions in Con-
gress.

The STOP Act will not only do its part for
the environment by reducing Congress’ paper
consumption, but it will also take a step, even
if just a small one, towards more efficient op-
erations, increased accountability and reduced
government spending. As we are all aware in
this economy, every little bit helps.

The STOP Act was introduced by my col-
league from across the aisle, the honorable
gentleman from New York, CHRISTOPHER LEE.
| am happy to stand in bipartisan support and
know that there will be many opportunities in
the future to find common ground and remain
accountable to the hard working citizens we
represent.

In fact, | would like to mention one such op-
portunity | offered during the 111th Congress
and which | plan to reintroduce in the 112th,
the Cost Recovery and Fair Value for Services
Act. This legislation will help us meet our obli-
gation to the American people by ensuring
that the federal agencies within the executive
branch set their user fees for services pro-
vided at rates that are both equitable and
cost-effective.

This act would require the chief financial of-
ficer of every federal agency to provide a re-
port to the director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget which would review fees
charged for services provided and make rec-
ommendations based on equitability with con-
sideration to a user’s ability to pay and the ex-
tent to which the use of the service provides
a public benefit.

By setting appropriate user fee rates, agen-
cies can contribute to the shared fiscal re-
sponsibility that our current economic situation
demands without overburdening the public or
inhibiting public engagement.

It is my hope that when this legislation ar-
rives on the House floor, colleagues from both
parties will share the same bipartisan spirit |
exhibit today and support my efforts to control
wasteful spending and restore fiscal account-
ability.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FIRST
FRIDAY GROUP

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 19, 2011

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, on January 7, 2011
the First Friday Group (FFG) of Matagorda
County celebrated its 20th anniversary. | am
pleased to extend my congratulations to the
organizers of the FFG for 20 years of service
to the people of Matagorda County.

FFG provides a monthly forum for the citi-
zens of Matagorda County to discuss their ac-
tivities and issues affecting their community.
As the name suggests, FFG’s meetings take
place on the first Friday of the month at 6:30
a.m. The meetings are currently held at the
Thyme & Again restaurant in Bay City, Texas.
The meetings are open to the public, and any-
one is free to participate. Attendance typically
runs from 25 to 40 people.

FFG is in many ways a modern town hall
meeting. Attendees typically include national,
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state and local elected officials, representa-
tives from the Matagorda County Chamber of
Commerce, local business owners, devel-
opers, industrial plant managers, agriculture
and agri-businesses, educators, religious lead-
ers and state agencies.

The FFG meetings have two unique fea-
tures that ensure everyone with something of
interest to the community has a chance to par-
ticipate. First, there is never a “program” or a
set list of speakers chosen by the FFG. In-
stead, each meeting is conducted in a “Round
the Room Format,” that gives each attendee a
chance to talk about their activities. Secondly,
speakers are asked to limit their remarks to
two or three minutes in order to make sure
that everyone who wants to speak has the
chance. While the time limits may appear to
make it difficult to convey all relevant informa-
tion about an activity, regular attendees say
that most speakers can convey a remarkable
amount of information in a very short period of
time.

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, | once again ex-
tend congratulations to the founders and orga-
nizers of the First Friday Group for providing
a forum for the citizens of Matagorda County
to exchange information about their various
projects which are aimed at improving life in
Matagorda County.

———

EVERETT & DARLA SANDERSON

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 19, 2011

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today | am
proud to honor businessman and community
leader Everett Sanderson and his wife Darla
for their efforts on behalf of Southeast Texas,
particularly for their assistance to first re-
sponders during the critical first days after
Hurricanes Rita and lke.

In the span of three short years, from 2005
to 2008, the upper Texas coast was struck by
two monstrous hurricanes that caused billions
of dollars of damage and took multiple lives.
Countless homes and businesses were de-
stroyed. Debris and downed trees and power
lines filled the streets, making travel extremely
dangerous. Power and water services were
off. It was a dire situation, indeed.

Tens of thousands Southeast Texans evac-
uated to safer ground, but a handful of individ-
uals rode the storm out in order to start the
clean up and restoration immediately. These
first responders worked unending shifts with
little resources available. A hot meal was dif-
ficult to find, until the Sandersons stepped in
and opened their damaged restaurant for the
brave souls who decided to stay.

Everett Sanderson was born and raised in
Nederland, TX. A 1985 graduate from Baylor
University Law School, he has practiced in
Jefferson County since. He is an active mem-
ber of the community, serving on the
Nederland Independent School Board of Trust-
ees, Jefferson County Bar Association Board
of Directors, and the Mid-County YMCA Board
of Directors, among many others. He was
named Mr. Nederland in 2006. Sanderson and
his wife Darla have two children, Jordan and
Michelle.

In 2003, the Sandersons found time to open
a restaurant in Nederland, Sanderson’s Res-
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taurant and Bar. It was an instant hit, serving
everything from seafood to barbeque to salads
and everything in between. It was here, in the
first hours after the hurricanes passed, that
they decided to open their doors for first re-
sponders from the police, fire departments,
Red Cross, FEMA, and other organizations.
Pulling in resources from wherever they could,
the Sandersons provided food and some
peace of mind. One day during the aftermath
of Hurricane Rita, they served over 6,500 first
responders.

On behalf of the Second Congressional Dis-
trict of Texas, | would like to commend Everett
and Darla Sanderson for their hard work and
dedication to make the first responders feel at
home during this trying time. The Sandersons’
hearts are bigger than their chicken fried
steak, and if you have seen their chicken fried
steak, you would know that is quite the com-
pliment.

And that’s just the way it is.

—————

CELEBRATING THE DR. MARTIN
LUTHER KING, JR. DAY OF
SERVICE

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 19, 2011

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, this Monday our
Nation celebrated the life of Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Together we honored Dr.
King’s legacy with a national day of service.

Dr. King taught us many important lessons
during his life—the greatest of all being that vi-
olence and hatred will get us nowhere, but
love, service, and kindness for our fellow man
can guide our Nation to overcome its most
considerable struggles. While Dr. King was
motivated by a period of division in our Na-
tion’s history, we know today that his lessons
transcend all challenges. In this spirit, we pay
tribute to the life and works of Dr. King,
through participation in community service on
the third Monday of January, each year.

Mr. Speaker, | submit to the record the fol-
lowing piece by Ambassador of Service for the
Corporation for National and Community Serv-
ice MLK Day, my colleague from Georgia, the
Honorable JOHN LEwIS, and CEO of the Cor-
poration for National and Community Service,
Patrick Corvington, on the importance of na-
tional service.

Ever since former Sen. Harris Wofford and
| introduced legislation in the Congress that
transformed the King Holiday into a National
Day of Service, one question periodically
arises: Do Americans view the King Holiday
primarily as a day on or a day off? Are they
commemorating the legacy of the Rev. Martin
Luther King Jr. with their extra time or simply
getting extra sleep? Clearly, there are kids
who will joyfully spend their day in front of
their Xboxes, and shoppers who will rush to a
department store sale on the holiday.

But as the life of Dr. King and the move-
ment that he led demonstrate, ordinary people
with extraordinary vision working in the cor-
ners of their communities can have an impact
that reverberates throughout America. These
tiny ripples of human compassion can build
into waves that cleanse and heal the wounds
of a Nation.
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The Corporation for National and Commu-
nity Service is the Federal agency that en-
gages more than 5 million Americans in serv-
ice to solve community problems. In partner-
ship with the King Center and community
groups nationwide, the agency responds to a
mandate provided in the legislation to organize
the King holiday National Day of Service.
Since the service day legislation was passed,
we have seen interest grow from a handful of
local events to well over 13,000 projects tak-
ing place this year in all 50 States.

Right here in Atlanta, we will be joining
thousands of volunteers who will be packing
food boxes for the hungry, rebuilding homes
for the homeless, beautifying schools and
serving in many other ways to commemorate
the legacy of Dr. King. In doing so, people are
following in King's footsteps, taking nonviolent
action into their own hands to heal and mend
the problems in our communities. That is what
the National Day of Service is all about, en-
gaging Americans in the joy of giving and in-
spiring them to see this holiday differently, not
as a time to rest, but as an opportunity to
share in the healing work of love.

Last year, in the midst of the Great Reces-
sion, 63.4 million Americans volunteered in
some way in their communities. They decided
that they wanted to make service a meaningful
part of their everyday lives. And their efforts
are making a difference. They are expanding
economic opportunity, helping to fix our edu-
cation system, protecting our environment, re-
sponding to the needs of our veterans and as-
sisting in the wake of natural disasters.

To mark the 25th anniversary of the King
holiday, we are issuing the “MLK 25 Chal-
lenge.” We are calling on all Americans to
honor Dr. King by pledging to take at least 25
actions during 2011 to make a difference for
others.

The recent violence in Tucson is a sobering
reminder that we as a nation have not yet ful-
filled King’s dream for our society, the building
of a “Beloved Community,” defined as a soci-
ety based on simple justice that values the
worth and dignity of every human being.

As the victims, families and our Nation
struggle to recover from this tragedy, it is fit-
ting that we look to the words of a nonviolent
warrior who met aggression and hostility with
the power of peace. “Darkness cannot drive
out darkness,” King once said, “only light can
do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love
can do that.”

—————

RECOGNIZING CHIEF DWIGHT
BLANKENSHIP AND LONG IS-
LAND’S FIRST RESPONDERS

HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 19, 2011

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to the everyday he-
roes who make up Long Island’s first re-
sponder community for the service they give
us every day.

In the aftermath of disasters, we often ask
the same questions: What went wrong? How
could this have been averted? Who is to
blame?

Yet, in the early hours of January 1, 2011,
a host of heroic first responders demonstrated
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how well-trained and dedicated experts could
avert disaster and save lives. In this instance,
the system worked. Mastic Fire Department
Chief Dwight Blankenship and Assistant Chief
Jim Mickert were the first to arrive on the
scene of a gas leak and their immediate ac-
tions undoubtedly saved lives and property.

Upon seeing a gas leak spewing from out of
the ground, Chief Blankenship immediately
recognized the gravity of the situation and the
need to act. First, he took action to prevent
any action that could create a spark and ignite
the gas. After taking action to secure the
scene, he made a series of calls to coordinate
the largest response Suffolk County has seen
since the Pine Barrens fires of 1995.

Chief Blankenship’s calls for assistance
were answered by first responders from
throughout Long Island. There are too many
heroes to name, but the members of the Mas-
tic Fire Department and the Mastic Volunteer
Ambulance Company did so much to ensure
the safety of the public. In all, more than 80
fire trucks and dozens of various departments
joined in the effort.

While New Yorkers are loath to admit that
anything good can come from across the river,
we owe a debt of gratitude to John Stearns
and his team with Industrial Propane and Rec-
lamation of Sussex, New Jersey, for their
quick and effective response.

| also want to highlight the Brookhaven Fire
Marshals who responded to this potential dis-
aster. Not only did the Town Fire Marshals en-
sure the safety of the public on January 1, but
within three days of the incident they had
completed their investigation and produced a
comprehensive report about what had hap-
pened and how to avert a similar disaster.

Every day, our first responders train and
take time away from their families, for that one
call. On January 1, we are all so grateful that
Chief Blankenship answered the call, because
the difference is literally a matter of life and
death. | am proud to represent so many dedi-
cated first responders like Chief Dwight
Blankenship and thank them for their contin-
ued service to our community.

TRIBUTE TO LARRY J. NEHASIL
HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 19, 2011

Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to honor and celebrate the life of Larry J.
Nehasil, a devoted husband, father, brother,
son, uncle and Police Officer; and to mourn
him upon his tragic passing in the line of duty
at age 48.

Larry was born on March 15, 1962. He grew
up in Livonia, Michigan and graduated from
Winston Churchill High School in 1980. After
serving with the Wayne County Sheriff's Of-
fice, Larry Nehasil joined the ranks of the
Livonia Police Department as a Cadet in 1991.
He was promoted to Police Officer in 1993
and worked in the Patrol Bureau, the Special
Operations Unit and most recently, the Intel-
ligence Bureau. Highly decorated in his 20
year career, Officer Larry Nehasil was a val-
ued brother to his fellow officers and a lover
of life whose company brought joy to all he
knew. Aside from his diligent work ethic, Larry
enjoyed numerous outdoor activities, working
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out and watching his adored sons play hock-

ey.

yOn January 17, 2011, Larry Nehasil laid
down his life as he pursued a robbery sus-
pect. This dedicated man gave his last breath,
his last ounce of courage in service to the citi-
zens he had dutifully sworn to defend and pro-
tect. He will be remembered as a father de-
voted to his family, especially his beloved wife,
Linda, and his sons Adam and Aaron. The
cherished son of Monica, Larry reunites with
his father, the late Richard Nehasil, as he
passes to his eternal reward. As a treasured
brother to Cheryl, Craig and Lori, Larry
Nehasil leaves a legacy in many nieces and
nephews. Larry was a wonderful man with a
ready smile, kind to all he encountered; and
he will be truly and sorrowfully missed.

Mr. Speaker, during his lifetime, Officer
Larry J. Nehasil enriched the lives of everyone
around him. His End of Watch came far too
soon and unexpectedly. As we bid farewell to
this brave and wonderful individual, | ask my
colleagues to join me in mourning his passing
and honoring his years of loyal service to our
community and country.

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 19, 2011

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker,
today our national debt is
$14,052,380,830,542.80.

On January 6, 2009, the start of the 111th
Congress, the national debt was
$10,638,425,746,293.80.

This means the national debt has increased
by $3,413,955,084,249.00 since then.

This debt and its interest payments we are
passing to our children and all future Ameri-
cans.

————

BANK OVERCHARGED MILITARY
FAMILIES ON MORTGAGES

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 19, 2011

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, admitting
some “very big mistakes,” banking giant JP
Morgan Chase revealed today that they over-
charged more than 4,000 active-duty military
personnel on their home loans and foreclosed,
in error, on 14 of them.

The Service Members Civil Relief Act of
2003 provides military personnel certain rights
and protections as they enter active duty with
respect to credit card interest rates, mortgage
interest rates, and mortgage foreclosures. Per
the provisions of this act both mortgage inter-
est rates and consumer debt interest rates can
be limited to 6 percent in some circumstances
and foreclosures are not permitted.

While Chase has apologized for this “cus-
tomer mistake,” has agreed to send out $2
million worth of refunds and has resolved all
but one of the foreclosure cases, the strain put
on the service members and their families
through the bank’s failure to comply with this
act is inexcusable.
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