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bill will authorize the establishment of a me-
morial on federal land in the District of Colum-
bia to honor the patriots of the Revolutionary 
War and the War of 1812, as well as our inter-
national allies that fought in support of gaining 
and then preserving our nation’s freedom dur-
ing these wars. Funding for the memorial will 
come entirely from private funds. 

The National Patriots Memorial will be an 
important addition to the nation and to the Dis-
trict of Columbia alike. The memorial will pre-
serve the history of the Revolutionary War and 
the War of 1812, and celebrate the patriots 
and allies who fought in them. The National 
Patriots Memorial also will remind the nation 
that DC residents fought in the Revolutionary 
War, the war that created the nation itself, and 
the War of 1812, just as our residents have 
served in all of the nation’s wars, and are 
doing so today. The memorial also will serve 
to educate visitors to the nation’s capital about 
the early years of our country’s issues, con-
flicts, and growth. 

I urge my colleagues to support the bill. 
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HONORING RICHARD E. WINNIE 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 14, 2011 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today with my 
colleague, Mr. STARK to honor the extraor-
dinary life of Mr. Richard E. Winnie, a brilliant 
legal mind whose combination of integrity, 
acumen and good humor made him an out-
standing public servant and invaluable in his 
role as County Counsel for the County of Ala-
meda. With Richard E. Winnie’s passing on 
March 28, 2011 at the age of 63, we look to 
the remarkable legacy of his life’s work and 
the joy he inspired in his many friends and 
loved ones. 

Richard E. Winnie was born April 14, 1947 
to Emily and H. Edward Winnie in Oakland, 
California. The family eventually settled in Eu-
reka, California, where Richard attended high 
school. He graduated magna cum laude with 
a B.A. in Economics from Humboldt State Uni-
versity, HSU, received his master’s degree in 
Public Policy at the University of California, 
Berkeley, and his law degree from the Univer-
sity of San Francisco. Mr. Winnie’s early inter-
est in civic service and local municipalities 
began while still a student at HSU in his work 
for the Eureka City Manager’s office and the 
Associated Students Council. 

His next destination was Washington, DC, 
where from 1971 to 1977, he served the 
Urban Institute’s State and Local Government 
Research Program as a policy analyst. During 
his time there, Mr. Winnie authored several 
publications on municipal government, one of 
which became the Institute’s largest-selling 
published text. 

In 1975, Mr. Winnie was admitted to the 
California Bar. He returned to his roots to 
serve as Oakland City Attorney from 1981 to 
1987, and also worked for the cities of Berke-
ley, Palo Alto, and Santa Rosa. For the next 
6 years, he specialized in property, business 
and municipal law as a partner with Jacobs, 
Spotswood, Ryken, and Winnie, and in 1993 
began a 4-year stint as an advisor to the Gov-
ernment of Armenia in its transition to inde-
pendence and a market economy. In fact, Mr. 

Winnie’s penchant for international legal guid-
ance had a global reach. Over the course of 
his career in the Bay Area, he also helped to 
develop local property laws for emerging gov-
ernments throughout the South Caucases, 
Central Asia, Southeastern Europe, and small 
parts of South America and the Middle East. 

After specializing in public law as a partner 
of Oakland’s Wendel, Rosen, Black, and Dean 
from 1994 to 1997, Mr. Winnie began his 13- 
year tenure as Alameda County’s top legal ad-
visor to the Board of Supervisors, County Ad-
ministration and the Oakland-Alameda County 
Coliseum Authority. In his role as County 
Counsel, Mr. Winnie’s many accomplishments 
included successful litigation to restrict gun 
shows at the Alameda County Fair, to allow 
public access to Oakland’s waterfronts and to 
confront legal clashes with local professional 
sports teams. Among his many accolades and 
associations, Mr. Winnie served numerous 
local boards, was a member of the U.S. Su-
preme Court Bar, worked to promote micro- 
enterprise with the New America Foundation, 
and received HSU’s Distinguished Alumni 
Award in 2009. 

Richard E. Winnie was known for fostering 
mutual relationships of respect and pride 
among his talented staff and colleagues. In his 
legal dealings, he was skilled at eliciting an 
agreement through logic, diplomacy, and 
steady professionalism. And in his free time, 
he enjoyed being a youth mentor, an avid 
baseball fan, an accomplished mountain 
climber and a prolific party host. Mr. Winnie 
will be remembered as much for his ability to 
inspire people, as his ability to make them 
laugh. 

Today, the residents of California’s 9th and 
13th Congressional Districts salute and honor 
a stalwart member of our community and a 
dear friend, Mr. Richard E. Winnie. The count-
less contributions he made to others through-
out his life are lasting and significant. We ex-
press our sincere condolences to his extended 
group of loved ones, friends and colleagues. 
He will be deeply missed. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CHARLES F. BASS 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 14, 2011 

Mr. BASS of New Hampshire. Mr. Speaker, 
while I was present for rollcall vote 200 on 
March 30, 2011, my vote was not recorded. 
This vote was on H. Res. 186, the rule pro-
viding for consideration of H.R. 471 to reau-
thorize the DC opportunity scholarship pro-
gram. 

Had my vote been recorded, I would have 
voted in favor of H. Res. 186. 

f 

HONORING NICOLE PASSONNO 
STOTT 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 14, 2011 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor NASA Astronaut Nicole Passonno Stott, 
who served on the final mission of the Space 
Shuttle Discovery. 

So many Americans look to the space pro-
gram with pride and admiration. Many children 
aspire to one day become astronauts, which is 
where Mrs. Stott found her calling. Mrs. Stott 
is alumna of Clearwater High School, which is 
in my congressional district. She began her 
career at NASA in 1988, holding various posi-
tions within NASA Shuttle Processing, the 
Space Station Hardware Integration Office, the 
NASA Aircraft Operations Division, and the 
Astronaut Office Station Operations Branch. 

In 2000, Mrs. Stott began astronaut can-
didate training and in 2009 completed her first 
long duration space flight on the International 
Space Station. She returned to the Inter-
national Space Station in 2010, as part of the 
39th and final mission for Discovery. 

The space program is a huge economic en-
gine for the state of Florida. Not only are 
breakthroughs made in science and tech-
nology, but the byproducts of this research 
also spur tremendous advancements in the 
medical field. I am particularly intrigued by the 
work NASA has done with prosthetics re-
search that has benefitted our wounded war-
riors. 

I look forward to watching the continued 
success of the space program in the future 
and watching future generations of my con-
stituents advance science and technology, just 
as Mrs. Stott has done. 

f 

CONGRATULATING LAURA 
ELIZABETH HAHN 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 14, 2011 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and congratulate Laura Elizabeth 
Hahn from Colchester, Connecticut on her se-
lection into the Army Reserve Teen Panel. 
The honorable members of the Army Reserve 
make enormous sacrifices to guarantee the 
security of our great nation. In addition, their 
family members bravely make sacrifices every 
day in order to allow the soldiers to continue 
serving the nation. We recognize that this en-
vironment is often the hardest on children, 
who have to deal with unique pressures at a 
young age. This is why the Army Reserve 
Teen Panel, a select group of 30 high school 
students who represent and advocate for 
Army Reserve youth globally, exists and this is 
why Laura’s selection should be honored. 

Laura is currently a sophomore at Bacon 
Academy in Colchester, where she is an hon-
ors student. At Bacon Academy, Laura is also 
a varsity cross-country runner, a member of 
the Junior Engineering Technology Society, 
and a participant in the Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Math Club. Prior to her selection 
as a member of the Army Reserve Teen 
Panel, Laura has had experience serving as 
an ambassador; first with People to People in 
England and France, and more recently with 
the Trinity Lutheran Church as a youth dele-
gate to the ELCA youth gathering in New Or-
leans. These experiences have well prepared 
Laura to fulfill all of her responsibilities as a 
member of the Army Reserve Teen Panel. 

As a member of the Army Reserve Teen 
Panel, Laura will attend national panel con-
ferences and serve as a junior mentor during 
Army Reserve Youth, Leadership, Education, 
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and Development summits. Laura will also be 
expected to volunteer in her community, write 
articles for the Army Reserve Teen Panel’s 
quarterly newspaper, and prepare presen-
tations to inform Army Reserve Leadership 
about the issues of Army Reserve youth. I am 
confident that Laura will excel in her position 
as a member of the Army Reserve Teen 
Panel. 

I would like to offer my continued support of 
the Army Reserve Teen Panel and the bright 
young men and women like Laura who rep-
resent our Army Reserve youth. I would like to 
express my gratitude, once again, to the Army 
Reserve members who fight for America. 
Once again congratulations to Laura Hahn 
and thank you to the military personnel and 
their families who sacrifice so much for our 
Nation. 
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REINTRODUCTION OF THE SEP-
TEMBER 11 FAMILY HUMANI-
TARIAN RELIEF AND PATRIOT-
ISM ACT 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 14, 2011 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, today, I am 
reintroducing the bipartisan September 11 
Family Humanitarian Relief and Patriotism Act 
with Representatives PETER KING, JERROLD 
NADLER, GARY ACKERMAN, RUSH HOLT, RAUL 
GRIJALVA, YVETTE CLARKE, ANTHONY WEINER, 
ELIOT ENGEL and STEVE ISRAEL. 

The losses that resulted from terrorist at-
tacks of September 11, 2001 are tremendous. 
For a dozen individuals, the turmoil of the at-
tacks continues as they remain in jeopardy of 
being deported since their immigration status 
was linked to a family member who was em-
ployed at the World Trade Center. To address 
this situation, I am reintroducing the Sep-
tember 11 Family Humanitarian Relief and Pa-
triotism Act, which would provide for the ad-
justment of status or the cancellation of re-
moval for those who are the spouse, child, de-
pendent son, or dependent daughter of victims 
who were killed on 9/11. 

The Department of Homeland Security 
under the Bush administration and the Obama 
administration has allowed the affected 
spouses and children to stay here while a per-
manent solution is crafted by Congress. Near-
ly ten years later, the surviving spouses and 
children of legal employment-based visa hold-
ers and undocumented workers who were 
killed during the attacks should no longer be 
in limbo. 

I urge my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion. Those who lost so much on 9/11 deserve 
answers and should be given legal status in 
the U.S. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE SRI LANKAN 
NEW YEAR 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 14, 2011 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, having just ended a decades long conflict 

in which the government finally defeated ter-
rorist forces within its borders, the Republic of 
Sri Lanka recently celebrated its second New 
Year at complete peace. 

In his New Year address, President 
Mahinda Rajapaksa stated celebrating the 
New Year is a ‘‘time when all enjoy the free-
dom achieved in our Motherland. Therefore, 
this New Year will help bring a renewal in spir-
it and new expectations to the people about 
future progress.’’ 

I would like to wish a happy new year to the 
250,000 Sri Lankan-Americans, along with the 
21 million citizens of Sri Lanka, a dynamic na-
tion of South Asia. 

During this time of national reconciliation, I 
look forward to a new era of Sri Lankan-Amer-
ican relations built on economic, strategic, and 
political cooperation between our two demo-
cratic societies. 

f 

CELEBRATING EARTH DAY 

HON. ALBIO SIRES 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 14, 2011 

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, on April 22nd, we 
celebrate the 41st Earth Day and recognize 
the achievements Americans have made to 
improve our environment. 

Since the first Earth Day in 1970, Americans 
have worked to improve the air we breathe 
and the water we drink. Four decades later, 
we have made great strides towards pro-
tecting our planet for future generations by 
making investments in a clean energy econ-
omy to create millions of American jobs, lower 
energy costs for American families and busi-
nesses, and reduce our dependence on for-
eign oil and our carbon foot print 

We must tackle tough environmental chal-
lenges, such as climate change, through in-
vestments in a clean energy economy to wean 
our nation off of our dangerous dependence 
on foreign oil and create green American jobs. 
It is also important that as we find ways to re-
duce our deficit that we do not jeopardize the 
safeguards in place to protect our air and 
water. 

It is necessary to continue to push forward 
with a clean energy plan, but the environ-
mental challenges we face cannot be solved 
by laws alone. That is why it is important on 
this day for every American to take a moment 
and recognize the simple things that they can 
do within their own homes and communities to 
contribute to a cleaner and healthier planet 
Earth. 
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GASOLINE PRICES 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 14, 2011 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I’m angry. 
This week, I drove down to Washington 

from my hometown of Hazleton—a commute I 
make each week. As I filled up my tank, I got 
angry. 

At home right now, gas prices average 
about $3.80 a gallon. That’s almost a dollar a 
gallon more than just six months ago. 

In some parts of my district, gas is now at 
$4 a gallon. 

Mr. Speaker, I am angry. People back home 
are angry, and this Congress should be angry. 

For too long, Washington has been ignoring 
our nation’s need for liquid fuel. 

Let’s be completely honest: We need liquid 
fuel, and we will always need liquid fuel—in 
my lifetime, in my children’s lifetimes, in my 
grandson’s lifetime. 

So why isn’t Washington doing anything to 
address that need? 

Alternative energy is fine. Solar power, wind 
power, even nuclear power—those are all well 
and good, but they’re not going to move our 
nation’s cars. They’re not going to move our 
nation’s trucks and trains. They’re not going to 
keep our planes in the air. 

Why does every energy plan we have seem 
to downplay our need for liquid fuel—liquid 
fuel that can be and should be produced here 
at home? 

Instead, we rely on foreign sources for our 
liquid fuel. The United States may be the rich-
est, most powerful nation in the world, but we 
ask other countries to provide the resources 
we need to power our factories, drive our vehi-
cles, heat our homes, and live our lives. 

And when there is a problem virtually any-
where in the world, we pay for it here at the 
pump. We pay for it when we buy milk, bread 
and eggs. We pay for it when we pick up our 
kids at school. We pay for it when a police car 
patrols our neighborhoods. We pay for it when 
we go on vacation. 

So much of our economy is tied to the rise 
and fall of gas prices. And every single sign 
we see—the unrest in the Middle East, the 
economic tiger in the Far East, the coming 
seasonal spike in energy prices as Americans 
head into the summer vacation season—com-
pels us to act. 

And what is Washington doing? Nothing. 
And that’s what makes me—and the Amer-

ican people—so angry about this problem. 
It’s not that we don’t have the resources. 

We do. From the Arctic to the Gulf of Mexico, 
we have plenty of liquid fuel here in the United 
States. We also have plenty of other natural 
resources that can be used to free up liquid 
fuel to move our cars, trucks, trains, and 
planes. 

For example, in my home state of Pennsyl-
vania, we have up to 500 trillion cubic feet of 
natural gas available in the Marcellus shale. In 
northeastern Pennsylvania, we’re sitting on 
more natural gas than Saudi Arabia has oil! 
What’s more, there’s research that indicates 
there is another, deeper layer of different 
shale that can yield even more natural gas in 
the future. 

It’s not that we don’t have the innovators. 
We do. In and near my district, we have bril-
liant people figuring out ways to extract natural 
gas from Marcellus shale, and make our abun-
dant coal cleaner, and turn that hard coal into 
liquid fuel. 

So what’s the problem? 
To me, the answer is simple: Washington. 
At a time when gas prices are crushing our 

economy, we must use all the ways we can to 
provide people with some relief. 

Instead, we tie up liquid fuel producers in 
red tape. 

We need to cut that tape. We need to tap 
in to our nation’s vast natural liquid fuel re-
sources. And we must encourage innovation 
for new liquid fuel sources. 
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