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We are here today to remember Dr. King, 

the workers in Memphis that he stood with, 
and the victory they achieved for themselves 
and working people everywhere. 

Over the last 40 years, this country has 
seen more than its share of tragedies: assas-
sinations, bombings, terrorist attacks, and all 
manner of natural disasters. 

It is easy to become desensitized to evil and 
some of us may drift away from the lessons of 
the past. We should remember that in 1968 
Dr. King’s murder threw the country into chaos 
and threatened the civil rights movement he 
had labored to build through peaceful protest. 
But it was not to be, as Dr. King’s message 
was too powerful for hate, and today we re-
member that nothing eclipses his message 
that all humanity has dignity and worth. 

Dr. King, Jr., recognized that the struggle for 
civil rights and workers’ rights were inex-
tricably linked. Both required that the basic 
rights of all people are equal and ought to be 
honored equally, whether by an employer or 
by the United States government. Organized 
labor is a cornerstone of our democracy and 
a guiding force in our nation’s history. It is the 
natural right of a free people, as workers right-
ly expect a degree of safety, security, and just 
compensation for the work that they do. We 
should not sacrifice their quality of life to fuel 
the myth that doing so will somehow balance 
the budget. 

In closing, I urge my colleagues and my fel-
low Americans to always remember the signifi-
cance of this day. Dr. King received criticism 
from all sides, some saying he was too soft; 
others saying he was too radical, and many 
fearing widespread violence and social up-
heaval in the wake of his death. 

It was human nature, some argued, that vio-
lence is a more effective means to effect 
change than passive resistance. They were 
wrong. Dr. King understood that the moral 
force of non-violent direct action was so pow-
erful that it could bring down the modern-day 
walls of Jericho. 

And he was right; it brought change to 
America. And to Poland and the nations of 
eastern and central Europe. And we saw it at 
work in Tunisia and Egypt. As Dr. King said: 
‘‘The moral arc of the universe is long, but it 
bends toward justice.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, 40 years ago today, our nation 
mourned the loss of one of the greats of the 
age. But while an assassin may have felled 
the Dreamer; the Dream of Dr. King still lives 
in the hearts and minds of people of goodwill 
everywhere in the world. 
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IN HONOR AND REMEMBRANCE OF 
JERZY J. MACIUSZKO 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 13, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
remembrance of Jerzy J. Maciuszko, a loving 
father, husband, friend and scholar. His pas-
sion for literature and Polish history will benefit 
the world and those that knew him. 

A librarian and historian, Mr. Maciuszko 
served as the head librarian of the Baldwin- 
Wallace College’s Ritter Library and the 
Cleveland Public Library’s special collections 
department. He was a devoted educator and 

chaired the Slavic and Modern Languages de-
partment at the Alliance College in Cambridge 
Springs, Pennsylvania. 

In 1913, Mr. Maciuszko was born in War-
saw, Poland, where he graduated from the 
University of Warsaw with a bachelor’s degree 
in English. He taught English at a high school 
in Warsaw until 1939. Upon Germany’s occu-
pation of Poland, Jerzy was captured and 
spent six years in a prisoner’s camp. He made 
the best of his situation by playing violin in the 
camp orchestra and writing a short story, 
which took top honors in a contest held by the 
International YMCA. 

Mr. Maciuszko escaped the camp and be-
came a liaison officer for the U.S. Army, 
where he helped Poles find homes outside 
their occupied country. When the war ended, 
he moved to England, where he inspected 
Polish schools for the British government. 

In 1951, he moved to Pennsylvania and 
began teaching at Alliance College. Although 
he moved to Cleveland soon after, he returned 
to Pennsylvania in 1969 and became the chair 
of the Slavic and Modern Languages depart-
ment and created an exchange program be-
tween Alliance College and Jagiellonian Uni-
versity in Krakow. 

When he moved to Cleveland, he joined the 
Public Library’s Foreign Language department, 
rising in the ranks to direct all of the library’s 
special collections. While he was in Cleveland, 
he also earned a doctoral degree in library 
sciences at Case Western Reserve University 
and taught there as a professor. With his col-
laborative efforts, Case Western Reserve 
started their ethnic collection. In 1974, he 
moved to Berea, where he led Baldwin Wal-
lace College’s Ritter Library. 

In addition to all of his achievements 
throughout his long career, Mr. Maciuszko was 
awarded many honors, including an Officers’ 
Cross of the Order of Merit from the Polish 
President Lech Walesa; a Polish Heritage 
Award from the Cleveland Society of Poles; an 
Eagle Trophy from the American Nationalities 
Movement; and a ‘‘Man of the Year’’ award 
from the American Biographical Institute. 

Mr. Maciuszko was also a prolific writer, and 
wrote many pieces on Polish history, including 
‘‘The Polish Short Story in English: A Guide 
and Critical Bibliography,’’ a monograph on 
the Polish Institute of America as well as 
chapters for various encyclopedias. He re-
cently finished a manuscript entitled ‘‘Poles 
Apart: The Tragic Fate of Poles During World 
War II.’’ 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in remembering Mr. Jerzy J. Maciuszko, 
whose passion for history and sharing knowl-
edge will live on for generations to come. 
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RECOGNIZING MR. REYNAULD WIL-
LIAMS ON THE OCCASION OF 
TESTIFYING BEFORE THE NA-
TIONAL PRESS CLUB 

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 13, 2011 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
appreciation of Mr. Reynauld Merrimon Wil-
liams, Jr.’s testimony given to the National 
Press Club on April 4th, 2011, in support of 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities, 

HBCU, and Predominately Black Institutions, 
PBI. 

Mr. Williams is a native of Ahoskie, North 
Carolina, and a 2007 graduate of Hertford 
County High School. While at Hertford County 
High School Mr. Williams was deeply involved 
in school activities and took great pride in high 
academic achievement. Mr. Williams was a 
Beta Club National Honor Society member, 
captain of the varsity soccer team, member of 
Earth Club, participant of teen court, and third 
place finisher in the Regional North Carolina 
Math Fair. Mr. Williams, an AP Honor Student, 
completed his high school career at Hertford 
County High School in the top eight percent of 
his graduating class. 

Mr. Williams currently attends Fayetteville 
State University, a historically black university, 
where he is a member of the National Honor 
Society and maintains a perfect 4.0 grade 
point average. Mr. Williams is pursuing a de-
gree in business and finance and has contin-
ued to excel as a student and an active mem-
ber of the university community. In Mr. Wil-
liams’ testimony to the National Press Club, 
he supported his assertion that his success as 
a student is directly linked to the unique and 
nurturing environment that HBCUs provide Af-
rican American students. Mr. Williams con-
tended that these types of environments pro-
vided by HBCUs facilitate the educational and 
professional development of African American 
students across the country. Mr. Williams is 
the consummate example of the positive ef-
fects that HBCUs have on the African Amer-
ican community, and reinforces the critical im-
portance of maintaining support for these insti-
tutions of higher education. 

The courage displayed by Mr. Williams’ sup-
port for Historically Black Colleges and Univer-
sities deserves commendation. I ask that my 
colleagues join me in congratulating Mr. 
Reynauld Merrimon Williams for giving his tes-
timony, and in wishing him the best in his re-
maining academic career and future. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 13, 2011 

Mr. JOHNSON of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, un-
fortunately I was unable to cast my votes on 
Tuesday, April 12, 2011, due to a scheduled 
meeting in my District to discuss immigration 
policies with constituents in Champaign Coun-
ty, Illinois. Had I been present to vote on H.R. 
1308, S. 307, and Approving the Journal, I 
would have voted as follows: 

On rollcall No. 254 on H.R. 1308, to amend 
the Ronald Reagan Centennial Commission 
Act to extend the termination date for the 
Commission, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

On rollcall No. 255 on S. 307, to designate 
the Federal building and United States court-
house located at 217 West King Street, Mar-
tinsburg, West Virginia, as the ‘‘W. Craig 
Broadwater Federal Building and United 
States Courthouse’’, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

On rollcall No. 256 on Approving the Jour-
nal, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE VOL-

UNTARY PROTECTION PROGRAM 
ACT 

HON. THOMAS E. PETRI 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 13, 2011 

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, today, Rep. GENE 
GREEN and I are introducing the bipartisan 
Voluntary Protection Program, VPP, Act to 
make permanent one of the Federal Govern-
ment’s most successful workplace health and 
safety programs. The same legislation is being 
introduced in the Senate by Sen. MICHAEL B. 
ENZI, the ranking member of the Senate 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
(HELP) Committee, and Senator MARY 
LANDRIEU. 

This legislation would codify a successful 
program, the Voluntary Protection Program, 
operated by the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration, OSHA, that recognizes 
and rewards employers who voluntarily work 
to improve the health and safety of their work-
sites. The program is currently operating but 
has never been authorized in law and was 
proposed to be cut by the Obama administra-
tion’s fiscal year 2011 budget. While the ad-
ministration backed away from those cuts in 
its fiscal year 2012 budget proposal, this legis-
lation would put the program on a more solid 
foundation by specifically authorizing it in law. 

Since the VPP was created in 1982, it has 
grown to include more than 2,200 worksites 
and more than 921,000 employees. A 2007 
report noted that Federal VPP worksites saved 
the government more than $59 million by 
avoiding injuries and that private sector VPP 
participants saved more than $300 million. 
Participating workplaces have an illness and 
injury rate that, on average, is 50 percent 
below that of their industry. 

Business owners in my district have re-
ported to me that the relationship between 
OSHA and businesses has become more ad-
versarial over the past couple years. While 
OSHA does have a responsibility to enforce 
workplace safety laws, it has been my experi-
ence that most employers want to run safe 
workplaces. The VPP program provides a 
mechanism for OSHA to build a more con-
structive relationship with employers who have 
demonstrated a willingness to invest in work-
place safety. This creates an incentive for 
other employers to follow suit, improving safe-
ty and saving money on enforcement costs at 
the same time. 

I hope that our colleagues will join us in au-
thorizing this bipartisan and successful work-
place safety program. 
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IN HONOR OF SERGEANT TIMOTHY 
LEAHY 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 13, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Sergeant Timothy Leahy of the 
Cleveland Police Department, and to celebrate 
his long career and well-deserved retirement. 

Sgt. Leahy served with the Cleveland Police 
Department for 38 years, rising from the rank 

of Patrolman to Sergeant. He was appointed 
to the force on January 16th, 1973, and has 
since received many awards and honors for 
his service. He was voted Legionnaire of the 
Year by the American Legion 13th District 
Council and he received the Distinguished 
Service Award from the Greater Cleveland Po-
lice Emerald Society. 

The oldest of seven, Sgt. Leahy was born 
into a line of Cleveland Police Officers includ-
ing his father, a Lieutenant who served on the 
force for 43 years, and his Uncle Robert, who 
retired as a Captain after 37 years of service. 

He has been married for 36 years to his 
wife, Veronica, and has had three children and 
seven grandchildren, to whom he is known as 
‘‘Papa.’’ To his friends and family, he is known 
as an avid golfer and fisherman, and a de-
voted member of the community. 

Sgt. Leahy served as a member of the 
Cleveland Police Funeral Detail and Ceremo-
nial Unit for 18 years, and has received sev-
eral Letters of Appreciation for his role in hon-
oring those that have fallen in the line of duty. 

He received the James P. Sweeney Found-
ers Award as Retired/Retireable Irish Police 
Society Man of the Year, the Citizen Award 
from the Greater Cleveland Safety Forces 
Holy Name Society, and was awarded the 
Raymond ‘‘RIP’’ and Mary Reilly Memorial Di-
rectors Emeritus Award by the United Irish So-
cieties for work with the St. Patrick’s Day Pa-
rade Committee. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honoring Sgt. Timothy Leahy as he retires 
from a long and honorable career of serving 
the citizens of Cleveland as an enforcer of the 
laws and protector of the people. 
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HONORING MARTIN CHASE 

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 13, 2011 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a hero from my district whose story 
I recently became aware of—Martin Chase. 

During the war in Vietnam, Martin was a ci-
vilian engineer that responded to his country’s 
call to develop more conventional weapons. 
Our soldiers frequently were pinned down with 
no way out. To counter this situation, Martin 
developed a grenade that detonated on im-
pact, giving U.S. troops a more effective 
means of protecting themselves and fighting 
the Viet Cong. 

When Martin’s grenades were shipped to 
our troops overseas, Martin traveled with them 
to oversee the training and distribution of 
these new weapons. Upon arrival, Martin 
found himself in the middle of the Tet Offen-
sive, and for the next 3 weeks followed our 
troops through some of the deadliest battles of 
the war in Vietnam. 

However, upon learning that his grenades 
were distributed to thousands of soldiers to 
use without training, Martin approached the 
American commanders, alerting them the gre-
nades could result in countless deaths to 
American troops. In fact, Martin pointed out 
that if these new grenades were used without 
training, there could be more deaths to U.S. 
troops than enemy Viet Cong deaths. This he-
roic act of bravery prevented countless, un-
necessary deaths of our soldiers. 

I am proud to have Marty as a constituent 
and have enjoyed getting to know him and his 
story. Martin believed in the power of truth. By 
confronting the war’s needs for results, he 
saved countless lives. I wish him all the best 
and thank him for his service and courage 
during the war in Vietnam. 
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REINTRODUCTION OF THE SEXUAL 
ASSAULT FORENSIC EVIDENCE 
REGISTRY (SAFER) ACT 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 13, 2011 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, today, I am 
proud to reintroduce important bipartisan legis-
lation, the Sexual Assault Forensic Evidence 
Registry, SAFER, Act, with my colleagues, 
Representatives POE, MORAN, COSTA, 
GRIJALVA, RICHARDSON, GWEN MOORE, BART-
LETT, DEUTCH, ADERHOLT, ROONEY, and 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. 

I have been working on the issue of DNA 
technology since 2001 when I, along with 
former Representative Steve Horn, held a 
hearing in the Government Reform Committee 
where we heard from a courageous rape sur-
vivor, Debbie Smith. It was for Debbie, and 
the thousands of rape survivors like her, that 
I authored ‘‘The Debbie Smith Act’’ to provide 
federal funding to process the unconscionable 
backlog of DNA evidence. This legislation 
passed as part of the Justice for All Act of 
2004, authorizing the necessary funding to 
start processing the backlog through the cre-
ation of the Debbie Smith DNA Backlog Grant 
Program. 

Since 2004, millions of dollars in funding 
have been appropriated under the Debbie 
Smith DNA Backlog Grant Program. Efforts to 
eliminate the national backlog of rape evi-
dence samples that have not been tested for 
DNA have been slowed or stymied by the lack 
of solid data on the extent and nature of the 
remaining backlog. While there is extensive 
evidence that we are making progress towards 
eliminating the backlog, policy makers lack a 
reliable estimate of the number of kits awaiting 
testing, or even how many kits remain at each 
stage of the process (in police custody, at labs 
awaiting processing, etc.). 

This legislation addresses these issues to 
reduce rape kit DNA backlogs nationwide by 
allocating existing program funds for incen-
tives to local jurisdictions to audit rape kits 
awaiting processing, the hiring and/or training 
of staff to handle the backlog, and establishing 
a national database of every individual rape kit 
result. It also requires the Attorney General to 
report on best practices for testing and using 
DNA evidence in criminal investigations of 
sexual assault. 

As Congress considers legislation to amend 
the Debbie Smith Act or make other changes 
to DNA testing policy, it is crucial that we first 
gather reliable, comprehensive backlog data. 
DNA evidence does not forget and it cannot 
be intimidated. By processing this evidence, 
we can prevent rapists from attacking more in-
nocent victims and ensure that the survivors 
and their families receive justice. 
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