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IN REMEMBRANCE OF RALPH 

WARREN GOEHRING 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 29, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
remembrance of Ralph Warren Goehring, a 
loving husband, father, grandfather and friend. 
Mr. Goehring’s strong passion for education 
and dedication to hard-work benefited many in 
the community. 

Mr. Goehring was raised in Pittsburgh, and 
graduated from Indiana University of Pennsyl-
vania and Penn State University. He served 
as a Marine during World War II in the Pacific 
and was subsequently awarded several med-
als for his brave service. 

Mr. Goehring moved to Lorain in 1952 and 
became a social studies teacher. He taught for 
31 years at Lorain High School and Haw-
thorne Jr. High School in Lorain. He was best 
known for teaching a special course called 
‘‘Problems of Democracy.’’ Throughout his ca-
reer, he also served as a leader for the Lorain 
Education Association. 

As an educator and a strong proponent of 
labor rights, Mr. Goehring led the fight for col-
lective bargaining rights before Ohio passed 
laws protecting those rights. When the school 
district fired all the strikers, Goehring reas-
sured his colleagues that the district could not 
replace 900 workers. Sure enough, with Ralph 
Goering’s strong leadership and perseverance 
for justice, the workers won their jobs back. As 
one friend recounted, Ralph ‘‘felt that collec-
tive bargaining made things better in Lorain for 
the students, teachers and district.’’ 

After retiring, Ralph worked with the Internal 
Revenue Service in Cleveland and he used 
the skills he learned there to help seniors with 
their taxes in Lorain. He also served as a re-
tiree executive member of the North Eastern 
Ohio Education Association, where he worked 
as an editor for their newsletters. 

Mr. Goehring is survived by his wife, three 
children, two grandsons, two step-grand-
daughters and five step-great-grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in remembering Ralph Warren Goehring, 
whose legacy of professionalism, service to 
the community and determination for justice 
will forever stand as an example of what it 
means to be a community leader. 

f 

HONORING MR. F. WARREN 
HUGHES FOR HIS SERVICE TO 
YANCEY COUNTY 

HON. HEATH SHULER 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 29, 2011 

Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. F. Warren Hughes for his 27 years 
of service to Yancey County. 

After graduating law school, Mr. Hughes 
began his professional career as an attorney 
before being appointed to fill the vacant posi-
tion as Clerk of Superior Court for Yancey 
County in 1984. Through his 27 years of pub-
lic service, he has successfully been elected 
each term and has only been challenged 
once. 

Mr. Hughes’s office is highly regarded and 
is considered one of the top clerk’s offices in 
the State of North Carolina. For his work with 
the N.C. Courts Commission, the N.C. Judicial 
Council, and as President of the N.C. Clerks 
Association, his reputation is known through-
out the State. He is also distinguished as one 
the few clerks in the State who is also an at-
torney. 

His legacy in the Yancey County Commu-
nity will not be forgotten. I am grateful to have 
dedicated and hard working people like Mr. 
Hughes as public servants in Western North 
Carolina. 

I ask my colleagues to join me today in rec-
ognizing the exceptional career of Mr. F. War-
ren Hughes, Clerk of Superior Court for 
Yancey County. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE COUNCIL 
ON AMERICAN-ISLAMIC RELA-
TIONS NINTH ANNUAL CIVIL 
RIGHTS BANQUET 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 29, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Council on American-Islamic 
Relations (CAIR) Ohio Chapter on the occa-
sion of their Ninth Annual Civil Rights Banquet 
entitled ‘‘Carrying the Legacy: Advancing with 
Confidence.’’ 

CAIR is a nationwide, nonprofit organization 
whose mission is to ‘‘enhance the under-
standing of Islam, encourage dialogue, protect 
civil liberties, empower American Muslims and 
build coalitions that promote justice and mu-
tual understanding.’’ For the past nine years, 
CAIR Ohio has played an instrumental role in 
helping to bridge the divides between Greater 
Cleveland’s diverse communities. CAIR Ohio’s 
Ninth Annual Banquet will provide a platform 
for vibrant discourse led by this year’s distin-
guished speakers: Chip Pitts Esq., of Stanford 
Law School, Oxford University and the Bill of 
Rights Defense Committee and Kareem Irfan, 
Esq. President of the Council of Religious 
Leaders of Metropolitan Chicago. I commend 
these speakers for their efforts to promote civil 
liberties and social justice. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in recognizing the Council on American-Is-
lamic Relations Ohio Chapter for their eight 
years of outstanding achievement. May their 
efforts to promote dialogue and create a more 
inclusive world continue to endure. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO TRAVIS 
CREDIT UNION ON RECEIVING 
THE DESJARDINS YOUTH FINAN-
CIAL EDUCATION AWARD 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 29, 2011 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to congratulate Travis Credit 
Union on receiving the Desjardins Youth Fi-
nancial Education Award earlier this month 
here in Washington, DC. 

The Desjardins Youth Financial Education 
Award is given out by the Credit Union Na-

tional Association to recognize excellent work 
done by a credit union to advance youth finan-
cial literacy. Especially given the current state 
of the economy, it is critically important that 
our young people learn the necessary skills to 
make wise financial decisions. 

I am proud to say that Travis Credit Union, 
which is based in Vacaville, California, in my 
congressional district, is a most deserving re-
cipient of this award. Travis Credit Union has 
worked with a number of other groups in our 
community to establish the Money Matters 
Program, which provides financial literacy edu-
cation, custodial bank accounts, and personal 
financial mentors for foster youth ages 15 to 
17. After completion of the Money Matters 
classes, the youths open Travis Credit Union 
savings accounts with a modest balance. This 
important program is of great benefit to these 
young people as they work to become suc-
cessful, independent adults. 

The Money Matters Program is just one of 
Travis Credit Union’s many efforts to provide 
financial education to our community and its 
young people. The credit union has done an 
excellent job of ensuring that members of our 
community receive the financial knowledge 
that they need to make smart decisions and to 
avoid some of the pitfalls that have caused so 
much hardship through the ongoing financial 
crisis. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Travis Credit Union for receiving the 
Desjardins Youth Financial Education Award, 
and I urge financial institutions across the 
country to look to Travis Credit Union as an 
example. 
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IN HONOR OF THE HOTZ CAFÉ 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 29, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Hotz Café, which after 92 years of 
service is closing their doors. The patrons and 
loyal customers of this fine establishment will 
remember the service and memories that the 
Hotz Café offered. 

Hotz Café was founded on the corner of 
Starkweather Avenue and West 10th Street in 
1919 by John Hotz Sr. John, a Russian immi-
grant, wished to open the café to serve as a 
place of comfort, relaxation and comradery for 
fellow immigrants and industrial workers. This 
establishment quickly became a favorite of all 
the area’s workers and was also seen as a 
home away from home. When the Prohibition 
Era commenced, the Hotz Café continued as 
a speakeasy and became well known for its 
famous patrons, such as Ty Cobb, Babe Ruth, 
Elliot Ness and Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 
When the Great Depression struck, John Hotz 
saw an opportunity to assist those who were 
less fortunate and consistently gave out bread 
to those families who were downtrodden. 

The dawn of the 50s ushered in a new era 
for the Hotz Café. John Sr.’s sons, Andrew 
and Mike took control of their father’s busi-
ness. Andrew strived to ensure that his fa-
ther’s legacy lived on. During this era, the café 
remained a favored place of leisure among the 
working class. In addition to their devotion to 
the café, the sons’ family began to expand. 
Andrew’s wife Betty opened up a beauty salon 
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in 1967 adjacent to the café and in 2003 An-
drew’s son John opened up a pizza parlor in 
the location that formerly held his mother’s 
beauty salon. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honoring the legacy of Hotz Café. For over 
90 years, this establishment provided the 
Tremont community with a welcoming and 
hospitable environment for the community’s 
enjoyment. 
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HONORING MS. BRIDGETTE DIXON 
THURMAN 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 29, 2011 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following Proclamation: 

Whereas, in the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict of Georgia, there are many individuals 
who are called to contribute to the needs of 
our community through leadership and serv-
ice; and 

Whereas, Ms. Bridgette Dixon Thurman has 
answered that call by giving of herself as an 
educator at Dunaire Elementary, and as a be-
loved daughter, mother and friend; and 

Whereas, Ms. Thurman has been chosen as 
the 2011 Teacher of the Year, representing 
Dunaire Elementary school; and 

Whereas, this phenomenal woman has 
shared her time and talents for the betterment 
of our community and our nation through her 
tireless works, motivational speeches and 
words of wisdom; and 

Whereas, Ms. Thurman is a virtuous 
woman, a courageous woman and a fearless 
leader who has shared her vision, talents and 
passion to help ensure that our children, re-
ceive an education that is relevant not only for 
today, but well into the future, as she truly un-
derstands that our children are the future; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize Ms. Bridgette 
Dixon Thurman for her leadership and service 
for our District and in recognition of this sin-
gular honor as 2011 Teacher of the Year at 
Dunaire Elementary School; 

Now therefore, I, Henry C. ‘‘Hank’’ Johnson, 
Jr. do hereby proclaim March 23, 2011 as Ms. 
Bridgette Dixon Thurman Day in the 4th Con-
gressional District. 

Proclaimed, this 23rd day of March, 2011. 
f 

IN HONOR OF THE PARMA PARK 
REFORMED CHURCH 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 29, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and recognition of Parma Park Re-
formed Church, also known as the ‘‘Church in 
the Woods,’’ which will be closing its doors fol-
lowing fifty years of ministry. 

The congregation of Parma Park Reformed 
Church began in 1960. They met in a local 
grade school until the Church in the Woods 
was constructed in 1962. Since then, the con-
gregation has been deeply involved in the 

community. The church offered Bible studies, 
Alcoholics Anonymous groups, and grief sup-
port groups. Community outreach projects in-
cluded a meal program called ‘‘Pay it For-
ward’’ and a program in which the congrega-
tion’s children sent gifts and correspondence 
to military units in Iraq and Afghanistan. The 
Church in the Woods has also been a popular 
location for private, intimate wedding cere-
monies. 

At the end of March, Parma Park Reform 
Church will host its final service. The con-
gregation intends to continue its services 
through other nearby churches. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honoring Parma Park Reform Church. Its 
presence will be sorely missed; however, I 
have no doubt that its mission will live on. We 
need only look to the words written on every 
Sunday worship bulletin: ‘‘Our Service has 
ended; our Worship continues.’’ 

f 

WISHING OLIVER (OLLIE) SPERAW 
A HAPPY 90TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. DANIEL E. LUNGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 29, 2011 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize and honor 
an old friend, Oliver (Ollie) Speraw, who on 
March 26, 2011 turned 90 years of age. Ollie 
has lived a life full of notable accomplishments 
where he became a captain of industry and a 
humble public servant. 

Ollie grew up in Long Beach after moving 
there at a young age with his family from Min-
nesota. As a young man Ollie worked in a 
number of different trades and contributed to 
the early war effort, riveting P–38s, before fi-
nally coming of age to enlist in the Army Air 
Corps and serve during WW2. After returning 
home he entered the Real Estate Business, 
starting Sparrow Reality, and became one of 
the original pioneers of Century 21 Real Es-
tate. Throughout his life, Ollie has been ac-
tively involved in his home town of Long 
Beach and the surrounding region, partici-
pating in multiple organizations such as the 
Long Beach Jaycees, Oceanside Chamber of 
Commerce and the Oceanside Rotary. In 
1954, he began his first position in civilian 
public service as a member of the Long Beach 
Water Board, and served there until 1969. 
Ollie was inspired by Ronald Reagan, Califor-
nia’s Governor at the time, and his message 
of an efficient, cost-cutting government. He 
subsequently volunteered for one of the Gov-
ernor’s citizen committees. Out of this inspira-
tion, Ollie became more active in politics, 
which led him to become a Board Member on 
the 31st Senate District Republican Central 
Committee, of which I was also a member at 
the time. Ollie moved on to win his first elec-
tion in 1979, where he joined the California 
State Senate and served there until 1984. 
While in the Senate he gained a reputation as 
a protector of the taxpayer who sought to 
make government leaner, effective and more 
efficient. Californians who have a little red 
organ donor sticker on their Drivers Licenses 
can be reminded daily of just a small piece of 
his legislative legacy. 

Ollie served his country with honor in World 
War II, helped pioneer one of the largest em-

ployers in the Real Estate industry and has 
honorably served the people of California as 
one of their elected officials. It has been my 
pleasure to know Ollie Speraw and more im-
portantly, to call him my friend. Please join me 
in wishing him a happy 90th birthday. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JAMES J. 
GNEW 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 29, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of James J. Gnew, a praiseworthy 
individual who has devoted his life to uphold-
ing the law and defending the lives and 
wellbeing of the citizens of Cleveland. 

James’ service to others began early in his 
life. In 1966, James joined the Army to serve 
his country in Vietnam. After leaving the Army, 
he joined the Cleveland Police Department, 
extending his service to the community at 
large. He was noted for his superb talents as 
an officer of the law and in 1978 he was cho-
sen to be a part of a high risk tactical division 
which would eventually become the Cleveland 
SWAT team. 

His tenure as a valued member of the 
SWAT team is filled with numerous achieve-
ments. Throughout his career he conducted 
over 400 high risk operations. One such inci-
dent occurred on January 4th, 1984. James 
led his team in successfully defusing a hos-
tage scenario at Cleveland’s Hopkins Inter-
national Airport. James handled the situation 
exceptionally well. In recognition of his acts of 
heroism, he received numerous awards includ-
ing a Silver Star, 3 Medals of Heroism, a 
Medal of Valor and the Ohio Tactical Officers 
Association Lifetime Achievement award. 

James is also a caring husband and father. 
He loves his wife Cheryl dearly, and his three 
children are always in James’ thoughts. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honoring James J. Gnew, whose life and 
legacy will always be cherished by the Cleve-
land community. James has been a diligent 
and vital asset to the Cleveland community 
and he will always be honored and remem-
bered by those he serves. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO MR. LANCE 
O. DIEHL 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 29, 2011 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor and acknowledge Mr. Lance O. Diehl of 
Millville being named the Columbia-Montour 
Council of the Boy Scouts of America’s 2011 
Distinguished Citizen. 

Mr. Diehl is a longtime resident of North-
eastern Pennsylvania. He graduated from Mill-
ville High School in 1984, and graduated 
Magna Cum Laude from Bloomsburg Univer-
sity in 1988. In 1990, he earned his Master’s 
Degree in Business Administration from Le-
high University, and in 1993, he graduated 
from the Stonier Graduate School of Banking. 
In the past, Mr. Diehl has served on the 
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