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women and their achievements throughout
history. It is also a time to reaffirm our commit-
ment to ending discrimination and violence
against women and pursuing policies to guar-
antee the basic rights of every woman and
girl.

Over the past century, tremendous progress
has been made in achieving full gender equal-
ity. Internationally, women account for 80 per-
cent of the 70 million micro-borrowers, 67
countries have gender equity laws on their
books, and women have been elected to gov-
ernment leadership roles in every country.
Here in the U.S., women continue to play an
important role in caring for their families, but
now, more than 50% of college students are
women and nearly 60% of the American work-
force is female. | am also extremely proud that
today in the United States, more women than
ever before are being elected to public office.
| was honored to serve with the first woman
Speaker of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, and the 18 women Members of Con-
gress from California.

But there is still more work to be done. At
this very moment, there are too many parts of
the world where women and girls are denied
access to education, lack adequate health
care, die from preventable causes, or are tar-
gets of sexual and physical violence. Even
here, in our own country, women on average
still earn 77 cents for every dollar earned by
their male counterparts. In the midst of our re-
cession, pay parity is no longer solely a ques-
tion of gender equity; it is an issue of eco-
nomic necessity.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to be a cosponsor
of Rep. JAN SCHAKOWSKY’s International Wom-
en’s Day Resolution. And while this day is of
unique importance, | believe that we can and
must treat every day as an opportunity to fight
for gender equality around the world.

———
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Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, |
have heard complaints from farmers and small
business owners across the 2nd congressional
district who believe that having to file this on-
erous 1099 form for any payment greater than
$600 is an unnecessary bureaucratic night-
mare that needs to be repealed. Small busi-
nesses are the engines that drive our nation’s
economy, and they should focus on creating
jobs, not filling out paperwork. Now is the time
to reduce the obstacles for small business
growth, not increase them, and repealing this
provision would help accomplish that goal.

If action is not taken, the 1099 reporting re-
quirements set to be enacted in 2012 will bury
our country’s farmers and small businesses
owners in excessive paperwork. It ultimately
will raise the cost of doing business and cre-
ate an economic burden through increased
prices for goods and services. Meanwhile, the
IRS will be swamped in 1099 Forms while
other vital enforcement activities are not met.

It is undisputed that these requirements are
unacceptable. There is nearly unanimous
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agreement in Congress around repealing this
onerous provision. Already the Senate has
taken action and approved bipartisan legisla-
tion that would fix this problem. Nevertheless,
the House Majority has decided to poison the
legislation at hand with an offset containing a
severe tax increase aimed squarely at middle
income Americans. It would raise taxes on
middle-income families who simply get a new
job, work extra shifts, or receive a bonus for
good performance. It is insensitive and even
more onerous due to the fact it would place a
greater burden on working families trying to
purchase health care.

While | support repealing the overly burden-
some 1099 requirements—and while | will re-
luctantly vote for this legislation—I find the
choice that the Majority has put in front of us
to be truly objectionable. The current offset will
raise taxes and will hurt Americans’ access to
health care. This choice is unacceptable, and
| look forward to working with the Senate and
the Administration to ensure that this divisive
and unnecessary attack on middle-income
Americans is taken out of the final legislation
and that a more suitable offset is found.

WE THE PEOPLE

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 8, 2011

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to introduce
the We the People Act. The We the People
Act forbids federal courts, including the Su-
preme Court, from adjudicating cases con-
cerning state laws and polices relating to reli-
gious liberties or “privacy,” including cases in-
volving sexual practices, sexual orientation or
reproduction. The We the People Act also pro-
tects the traditional definition of marriage from
judicial activism by ensuring the Supreme
Court cannot abuse the equal protection
clause to redefine marriage. In order to hold
federal judges accountable for abusing their
powers, the act also provides that a judge who
violates the act’s limitations on judicial power
shall either be impeached by Congress or re-
moved by the president, according to rules es-
tablished by the Congress.

The United States Constitution gives Con-
gress the authority to establish and limit the
jurisdiction of the lower federal courts and limit
the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court. The
Founders intended Congress to use this au-
thority to correct abuses of power by the fed-
eral judiciary.

Some may claim that an activist judiciary
that strikes down state laws at will expands in-
dividual liberty. Proponents of this claim over-
look the fact that the best guarantor of true lib-
erty is decentralized political institutions, while
the greatest threat to liberty is concentrated
power. This is why the Constitution carefully
limits the power of the federal government
over the states.

In recent years, we have seen numerous
abuses of power by federal courts. Federal
judges regularly strike down state and local
laws on subjects such as religious liberty, sex-
ual orientation, family relations, education, and
abortion. This government by federal judiciary
causes a virtual nullification of the Tenth
Amendment’s limitations on federal power.
Furthermore, when federal judges impose their
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preferred polices on state and local govern-
ments, instead of respecting the polices adopt-
ed by those elected by, and thus accountable
to, the people, republican government is
threatened. Article 1V, section 4 of the United
States Constitution guarantees each state a
republican form of government. Thus, Con-
gress must act when the executive or judicial
branch threatens the republican governments
of the individual states. Therefore, Congress
has a responsibility to stop federal judges from
running roughshod over state and local laws.
The Founders would certainly have supported
congressional action to reign in federal judges
who tell citizens where they can and can'’t
place manger scenes at Christmas.

Mr. Speaker, even some supporters of liber-
alized abortion laws have admitted that the
Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade decision, which
overturned the abortion laws of all fifty states,
is flawed. The Supreme Court’s Establishment
Clause jurisdiction has also drawn criticism
from across the political spectrum. Perhaps
more importantly, attempts to resolve, by judi-
cial fiat, important issues like abortion and the
expression of religious belief in the public
square increase social strife and conflict. The
only way to resolve controversial social issues
like abortion and school prayer is to restore
respect for the right of state and local govern-
ments to adopt polices that reflect the beliefs
of the citizens of those jurisdictions. | would
remind my colleagues and the federal judiciary
that, under our Constitutional system, there is
no reason why the people of New York and
the people of Texas should have the same
policies regarding issues such as marriage
and school prayer.

Unless Congress acts, a state’s authority to
define and regulate marriage may be the next
victim of activist judges. After all, such a deci-
sion would simply take the Supreme Court’s
decision in the Lawrence case, which over-
turned all state sodomy laws, to its logical
conclusion. Congress must launch a preemp-
tive strike against any further federal usurpa-
tion of the states’ authority to regulate mar-
riage by removing issues concerning the defi-
nition of marriage from the jurisdiction of fed-
eral courts.

Although marriage is licensed and otherwise
regulated by the states, government did not
create the institution of marriage. Government
regulation of marriage is based on state rec-
ognition of the practices and customs formu-
lated by private individuals interacting in civil
institutions, such as churches and syna-
gogues. Having federal officials, whether
judges, bureaucrats, or congressmen, impose
a new definition of marriage on the people is
an act of social engineering profoundly hostile
to liberty.

It is long past time that Congress exercises
its authority to protect the republican govern-
ment of the states from out-of-control federal
judges. Therefore, | urge my colleagues to co-
sponsor the We the People Act.

———

THE K-9 COMPANION CORPS ACT
OF 2011

HON. MAZIE K. HIRONO

OF HAWAII
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, March 8, 2011

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
introduce legislation that would establish a
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grant program to encourage the use of assist-
ance dogs by members of our Armed Forces
and veterans.

Tens of thousands of our service members
and veterans are struggling to cope with phys-
ical or mental health disabilities. Assistance
dogs help these men and women lead more
independent lives, assisting with mobility and
balance, retrieving and carrying objects, re-
sponding to sounds, getting help, and pro-
viding social interaction and companionship.
Trained dogs also offer many therapeutic ben-
efits to soldiers and veterans with Post-Trau-
matic Stress Disorder by elevating their
moods, building confidence, and reducing
stress, all of which assist them in their transi-
tion back to civilian life.

Nonprofit organizations that train and pro-
vide assistance dogs to help our military per-
sonnel and veterans are receiving more and
more requests. Groups throughout the coun-
try—including Hawaii Fi-Do Service Dogs in
my congressional district—train and provide
dogs for returning soldiers and veterans but
rely on fundraising and volunteer staff to meet
the growing demand.

The K—9 Companion Corps Act would pro-
vide competitive grants to build the capacity of
nonprofit organizations whose mission is to
address the physical and mental health needs
of the men and women who have served our
nation so honorably through the dogs they
train and provide.

| thank my former colleague, Congressman
Ron Kilein of Florida, for his work on this bill
last Congress and for his unwavering commit-
ment to our military personnel, veterans, and
their families.

TRIBUTE TO GREAT COMEBACKS
TONY SNOW WINNER JUSTIN BLUM

HON. JAMES E. CLYBURN

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 8, 2011

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize one of my constituents, Justin Blum
of Florence, South Carolina. Justin has been
selected as the Great Comebacks Tony Snow
Public Service Award recipient for 2010. This
award, named in memory of the former White
House advisor and news broadcaster who
passed away from colon cancer, was created
to honor extraordinary individuals who are
passionate about serving their country while
dealing courageously with debilitating intestinal
diseases and ostomy surgery.

The Great Comebacks Program is spon-
sored by ConvaTec in partnership with the
Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation (CCFA), the
United Ostomy Associations of America, Inc.
(UOAA) and the Intestinal Disease Education
and Awareness Society (IDEAS). Each year,
Great Comebacks presents awards to individ-
uals throughout the United States who have
struggled with a chronic intestinal condition
and have exhibited extraordinary strength and
courage for managing to live full and produc-
tive lives despite daily struggles. Today, there
are more than 700,000 men, women and chil-
dren throughout our country affected by the
very conditions that can result in an ostomy.

Following a 21-year history of ulcerative co-
litis, Mr. Blum opted for ostomy surgery while
a Major on active duty in the Army. The words
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“l can’'t” have never been part of Mr. Blum’s
vocabulary and he uses his ostomy to set an
example to others that anything is possible in
life if you set your mind to it. This drive al-
lowed Mr. Blum to complete 21 years of active
Army service before retiring with the rank of
Lieutenant Colonel and to tackle his next goal
of becoming a JROTC instructor. He is cur-
rently in his 15th year as a JROTC instructor
at Marlboro County High School in
Bennettsville, South Carolina and in this ca-
pacity has worked with more than 5,000 at-risk
students.

Mr. Blum credits his wife for providing him
with the emotional and physical support need-
ed to transition to “life” as a permanent
ostomate. He also credits his Wound Ostomy
Care (WOC) nurse, Cindy Norris with per-
forming selfless acts on behalf of her clients
and for always being available to him.

Commenting on his ostomy, Justin says,
“The best advice | have given other ostomates
is that they are very fortunate and are now in
a position to accomplish anything. As an
ostomate, they are cured from previous inflic-
tions like colitis or Crohns’ and they have
been provided a second chance for life. They
can set an example for all to emulate by mak-
ing a difference in the lives of others who do
not have the motivation and self-esteem they
are experiencing.”

| urge my colleagues to take the time to
meet with some of the Great Comebacks
award recipients. Their personal stories, like
Justin’s, are inspirational and will heighten
your awareness about some of the huge
strides being made by people living with intes-
tinal diseases or recovering from ostomy sur-
gery.

——————

THE FAMILY EDUCATION
FREEDOM ACT

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 8, 2011

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to intro-
duce the Family Education Freedom Act, a bill
to empower millions of working and middle-
class Americans to choose a non-public edu-
cation for their children, as well as making it
easier for parents to actively participate in im-
proving public schools. The Family Education
Freedom Act accomplishes its goals by allow-
ing American parents a tax credit of up to
$5,000 for the expenses incurred in sending
their child to private, public, parochial, other
religious school, or for home schooling their
children.

The Family Education Freedom Act returns
the fundamental principal of a truly free econ-
omy to America’s education system: what the
great economist Ludwig von Mises called
“consumer sovereignty”. Consumer sov-
ereignty simply means consumers decide who
succeeds or fails in the market. Businesses
that best satisfy consumer demand will be the
most successful. Consumer sovereignty is the
means by which the free market maximizes
human happiness.

Currently, consumers are less than sov-
ereign in the education “market.” Funding de-
cisions are increasingly controlled by the fed-
eral government. Because “he who pays the
piper calls the tune,” public, and even private
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schools, are paying greater attention to the
dictates of federal “educrats” while ignoring
the wishes of the parents to an ever-greater
degree. As such, the lack of consumer sov-
ereignty in education is destroying parental
control of education and replacing it with state
control. Loss of control is a key reason why so
many of America’s parents express dis-
satisfaction with the educational system.

According to a survey conducted by Edu-
cation Next/Harvard PEPG, the majority of
Americans support education tax credits. This
poll also found strong support for education
tax credits among liberals, moderates, con-
servatives, low-income individuals, African-
Americans, and public-school employees. This
is just one of numerous studies and public
opinion polls showing that Americans want
Congress to get the federal bureaucracy out of
the schoolroom and give parents more control
over their children’s education.

Today, Congress can fulfill the wishes of the
American people for greater control over their
children’s education by simply allowing par-
ents to keep more of their hard-earned money
to spend on education rather than force them
to send it to Washington to support education
programs reflective only of the values and pri-
orities of Congress and the federal bureauc-
racy.

The $5,000 tax credit will make a better
education affordable for millions of parents.
Madam Speaker, many parents who would
choose to send their children to private, reli-
gious, or parochial schools are unable to af-
ford the tuition, in large part because of the
enormous tax burden imposed on the Amer-
ican family by Washington.

The Family Education Freedom Act also
benefits parents who choose to send their chil-
dren to public schools. Parents of children in
public schools may use this credit to help im-
prove their local schools by helping finance
the purchase of educational tools such as
computers or to ensure their local schools can
offer enriching extracurricular activities such
as music programs. Parents of public school
students may also wish to use the credit to
pay for special services, such as tutoring, for
their children.

Increasing parental control of education is
superior to funneling more federal tax dollars,
followed by greater federal control, into the
schools. A recent review of the relevant re-
search conducted by Andrew J. Coulson of
the CATO Institute shows that increasing pa-
rental controls increases academic achieve-
ment, efficiency, the orderliness of the class-
rooms, and the quality of school facilities. Not
surprisingly, graduates of education system
controlled by parents tend to achieve higher
levels of education and earn more than their
counterparts in bureaucratically controlled edu-
cation systems.

Clearly, enactment of the Family Education
Freedom Act is the best thing this Congress
could do to improve public education. Further-
more, a greater reliance on parental expendi-
tures rather than government tax dollars will
help make the public schools into true commu-
nity schools that reflect the wishes of parents
and the interests of the students.

The Family Education Freedom Act will also
aid those parents who choose to educate their
children at home. Home schooling has be-
come an increasingly popular, and successful,
method of educating children. Home schooled
children out-perform their public school peers
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