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OBSTETRIC FISTULA PREVENTION, 

TREATMENT, HOPE AND DIGNITY 
RESTORATION ACT 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 8, 2011 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, today, along 
with Representatives BALDWIN, HIRONO, 
MOORE, and STARK, I am reintroducing com-
prehensive legislation to both prevent new ob-
stetric fistulas and treat existing ones. The 
‘‘Fistula Prevention, Treatment, Hope and Dig-
nity Restoration Act’’ will bring new hope and 
opportunities to finally end this preventable 
condition. On the 100th anniversary of Inter-
national Women’s Day, this is a fitting bill that 
will help millions of women achieve their max-
imum potential. 

Pregnancy shouldn’t leave a woman with a 
disability and ostracized from her community. 
Congress should ensure investments for the 
more than two million women worldwide that 
have obstetric fistula and we do what we can 
to prevent new cases. Fistula results from pro-
longed labor without medical attention due to 
the pressure created internally from obstructed 
delivery, which kills tissue where a hole be-
tween the woman’s vagina and rectum devel-
ops, leaving her without control of her bladder 
and/or bowels for the rest of her life if she 
goes untreated. It often results in the death of 
the infant. Many women with obstetric fistula 
are abandoned by their husbands and families 
because they are considered ‘‘unclean’’ due to 
leaking excrement. Left without support, the 
women are forced to beg or turn to sex work 
to survive. 

Fistula was once common throughout the 
world, but over the last century has been 
eradicated in Europe and North America 
through medical care. For example, New 
York’s hospital for fistula patients, now the site 
of the Waldorf Astoria Hotel, closed in 1895 
due to diminishing cases. But still in 2011, 
from Bangladesh to Botswana, women con-
tinue to face these challenging deliveries and 
the complications associated with them, in-
cluding obstetric fistulas. 

Fortunately, multilateral organizations such 
as UNFPA, the United Nations Population 
Fund, and its partners in the Campaign to End 
Fistula, as well as bilateral organizations such 
as USAID are working with partners on a glob-
al campaign to prevent and treat fistula with 
the goal of making the condition as rare in 
sub-Saharan Africa and Asia as it is in the 
United States. Being able to repair a fistula is 
life changing—and it will have a direct impact 
on a woman and her family if she is able to 
stay in her community, rather than to be 
shunned. At this point, the global community 
can do just that for about $300 for each repair. 

This bill authorizes the President to provide 
assistance to prevent and treat fistula. This 
legislation allows for a comprehensive, three 
pronged approach of prevention, treatment 
and reintegration which includes: increasing 
access to prenatal care, emergency obstetric 
care, postnatal care, and voluntary family 
planning; building local capacity and improving 
national health systems; addressing underlying 
social and economic inequities such as reduc-
ing the incidence of child marriage and in-
creasing access to formal and informal edu-
cation; and supporting reintegration and train-

ing programs to help women who have under-
gone treatment return to full and productive 
lives. These essential investments create a 
multiplier effect of benefits in the lives of 
women and their communities. The legislation 
also supports coordination among the commu-
nity working to prevent and treat obstetric fis-
tula through the International Obstetric Fistula 
Working Group. Support for monitoring, eval-
uation, and research to measure the effective-
ness and efficiency of such programs through-
out their planning and implementation phases 
will ensure the most efficient and effective use 
of U.S. foreign assistance dollars. 

I urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant, meaningful legislation. 

f 

HONORING CHRISTOPHER FILLYAW 

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 8, 2011 

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize 12-year-old Christopher Fillyaw, of 
Waterville, Maine, and his participation in Civic 
Day 2010 at the Alfond Youth Center, in 
Waterville, Maine. 

On Civic Day 2010, 8 students from Benton 
Elementary School shadowed civic leaders to 
learn about the important work that they do to 
serve their communities. I was very impressed 
with Christopher’s comments during a cere-
mony honoring our troops and would like to 
enter his remarks into the RECORD: 

I would like to start out by saying Thank 
You to all of our brave men and women and 
their families in the military. They risk 
their lives and the lives of their families and 
fight everyday to ensure the freedoms that 
we as Americans enjoy and sometimes take 
for granted. If it were not for these brave 
men and women who serve our country so 
well, who knows where we would be today. 

We really owe them so much more than 
they receive, for every day is a struggle and 
the hardships they have to endure while they 
are in enemy’s territory away from loved 
ones and unfamiliar grounds and then here 
at home getting readjusted to fit back into 
their own surroundings. There are no words 
to describe how important of a job they have 
and the sacrifices they have to make to do 
their jobs. It is really amazing. This is one of 
the hardest and most unbearable jobs in the 
world to risk the life of your own and the 
stability of your own family in hopes to save 
and secure the American way. 

I hope that when I grow up I can pay a lit-
tle something back in some way to show how 
much I thank them for making my life and 
my family’s life safer. 

Chris’s comments ring true and showcase 
the next generation’s respect for the sacrifice 
made by those who keep all of us safe here 
at home. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
the words of Christopher Fillyaw and his com-
mitment to public service. 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 130TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE AMERICAN 
ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY 
WOMEN AND THE 125TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE NEW YORK 
CITY BRANCH 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 8, 2011 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
celebration of Women’s History Month to rec-
ognize the 125th Anniversary of the American 
Association of University Women New York 
City Branch. Since 1881 the American Asso-
ciation of University Women, AAUW, has been 
the nation’s leading voice promoting education 
and equity for women and girls. Through its 
vital nationwide network, AAUW influences 
public debate on critical social issues such as 
education, civil rights, and health care. 

AAUW sponsors community programs; pub-
lishes groundbreaking research on women, 
girls and education; provides the world’s larg-
est source of funding exclusively for graduate 
women; and fights sex discrimination in edu-
cation. AAUW’s work extends globally through 
its membership in the International Federation 
of University Women, 72 national federations 
and associations worldwide. 

The New York City Branch was founded in 
1886 and is the second oldest established 
Chapter in the nation. In 1949, the New York 
City chapter purchased their Victorian 
Italianate Brownstone headquarters at 111 
East 37th Street in the historic Murray Hill dis-
trict of Manhattan. Under the leadership of 
President Dr. Nkechi Agwu, the Association 
continues to carry out the mission, value state-
ment, vision and diversity of this great institu-
tion. 

In 1951, under the Presidency of Dr. Ruth 
Wright, the New York City Branch began to 
honor women who have contributed im-
mensely to the city, nation and the world. 
These were women who made outstanding 
contributions in many fields—education, the 
arts, business, science, medicine, anthro-
pology, law and journalism. Some notable past 
‘‘Woman of Achievement’’ honorees include 
African American trailblazing history makers 
like operatic and concert singer, Marian An-
derson; American journalist and former foreign 
news correspondent, Charlayne Hunter-Gault, 
who was also one of the first Black students 
to attend the University of Georgia and grad-
uate; and ‘‘The Mother of Medicine in Har-
lem,’’ Dr. Muriel Petioni, who founded the 
Susan Smith McKinney Steward Medical Soci-
ety for Black women physicians. 

This year’s theme, ‘‘She Touched Me,’’ will 
salute distinguished women who have played 
an important role in spearheading women and 
girl issues throughout this Nation and around 
the world. Please join in recognizing the 130th 
Anniversary of the American Association of 
University Women and the 125th Anniversary 
of the New York City Branch Chapter. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JIM JORDAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 8, 2011 

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, I was absent 
from the House Floor during two rollcall votes 
taken on Thursday, March 3. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘aye’’ on rollcalls 161 and162. 

f 

HONORING 8TH GRADERS AT 
CARLISLE MIDDLE SCHOOL 

HON. TOM LATHAM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 8, 2011 

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the achievements of the eighth- 
grade students at Carlisle Middle School in 
Carlisle, Iowa. These students recently fin-
ished first in the nation in the FBI’s Safe On-
line Surfing (SOS) Internet Challenge in De-
cember 2010. 

The SOS Internet Challenge is a national 
competition that seeks to educate elementary 
and middle school students about the impor-
tance of safety when using the internet. The 
topics include protecting personal information, 
online predators, cyberbullying, instant mes-
saging, social networking, copyright, and 
more. Scores in this competition are deter-
mined by a series of web-based quizzes the 
students take after completing the program. 
Over 1,000 eighth-grade students from 47 
schools in 17 states participated in the De-
cember SOS Internet Challenge. 

The Carlisle Middle School eighth-grade stu-
dents completed the SOS Internet Challenge 
under the direction of their technology instruc-
tor Julie Thompson. While the class as a 
whole placed first in the challenge, those stu-
dents who received the top scores were Bailey 
Garner, Kaleigh Haus, Max Becker, Lynn 
Huang, and Josh Hagedorn. These five stu-
dents were awarded FBI bags that included 
school supplies and certificates. 

I commend the eighth-grade students at 
Carlisle Middle School for their exemplary 
work in the SOS Internet Challenge. In this 
world of advanced technology that allows for 
increased networking, it is imperative that our 
children know how to keep themselves and 
their personal information safe. 

I know that my colleagues in the United 
States Congress will join me in congratulating 
these students on their accomplishments. It is 
an honor to serve as their representative, and 
I wish them the best of luck in the future. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JOE BURNS 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 8, 2011 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Joe Burns, a U.S. Navy Hospital Corpsman 
from San Bruno who will celebrate his 20th 
birthday on March 5, 2011. This is an extraor-
dinary birthday for Joe, not only because he is 

entering the second decade of his life, but be-
cause it’s a miracle that he is alive. 

Joe’s job was to provide medical care for 
Marines with Delta Company, 1st Battalion, 
1st Marine Division in Afghanistan. On Feb-
ruary 17, 2011 he and three Marines were in 
an armored vehicle in Helmand Province, 
when they struck an Improvised Explosive De-
vice. The IED literally blew up underneath 
Joe’s feet. The vehicle went up in the air and 
was propelled forward. Joe broke five bones in 
his heel and suffered a concussion. One Ma-
rine also suffered a heel injury, the other two 
were not hurt. 

It is absolutely miraculous that everyone 
survived the ambush. The vehicle was Mine 
Resistant Ambush Protected, or MRAP. Joe’s 
mother Lori Burns is convinced that it was that 
technology that saved her son’s life. She re-
calls how she first learned about the incident. 
The hospital corpsman treating Joe handed 
him a phone and he said: ‘‘Mom, I’m ok, I 
broke my heel, they blew me up. I got to fly 
in a helo and I think I’m getting a Purple 
Heart.’’ 

Joe was treated in hospitals in Afghanistan, 
Germany and San Diego and received a cast 
on his foot in each place. This young man did 
not want to leave Afghanistan; he wanted to 
continue serving his country despite his injury. 
I want to thank Joe for his service. He rep-
resents the courage and bravery of our troops. 

Joe grew up in San Bruno, California and 
went to St. Roberts Elementary School. After 
he graduated from Burlingame High School in 
June 2009, he was enlisted in the Navy in Oc-
tober of the same year. 

On January 1, 2011, Joe was deployed on 
his first tour to Afghanistan—not exactly what 
he expected. When you enlist in the Navy, his 
mother quotes Joe as saying, you think you 
are going to be on water, not sand. It was on 
day 47 of his deployment that the IED blew up 
underneath him and sent him back home. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask this body to rise with me 
to celebrate the life and 20th birthday of Joe 
Burns on this day, March 5, 2011. 

f 

CELEBRATING INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN’S DAY 

HON. MAURICE D. HINCHEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 8, 2011 

Mr. HINCHEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to International Women’s Day, 
which recognizes and celebrates the eco-
nomic, political, and social achievements of 
women throughout our global community. 
Since 1911, millions of women and men have 
gathered together on this date to campaign for 
the right of women to vote, work, hold public 
office and be treated without discrimination. 
This year marks the Global Centenary of Inter-
national Women’s Day and I am proud to help 
commemorate this anniversary by recognizing 
the incomparable achievements that women 
here in the United States and throughout the 
world have thus far achieved. 

Over the years, women have made great 
strides in their quest for equality and we 
should applaud these advances. However, we 
must also recognize that our work is not over. 
While women now hold positions in the high-
est ranks of government, work as doctors, sci-

entists and attorneys, their wages still lag be-
hind those of men performing the same work. 
The passage of the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay 
Act moved us one step closer to equality in 
the workplace, but there is still progress to be 
made. And though it is encouraging that 
crimes against women are now treated with 
the seriousness they deserve, the rate of 
crimes committed against women continues to 
exceed that of those committed against men. 
Although we must view the advances that 
have been achieved as heartening and impor-
tant strides forward, we must continue to labor 
until full equality and equal access to oppor-
tunity for women is achieved. 

In New York’s 22nd Congressional District, 
which I proudly represent, the Dutchess Coun-
ty Regional Chamber of Commerce and Wom-
en’s Leadership Alliance, along with their part-
ners in all of the other area Chambers, have 
been engaged in promoting, supporting and 
encouraging the leadership, professional 
growth and economic success of women 
throughout the Hudson Valley region. Their 
successes are clearly a shining example of 
the creative accomplishments that have been 
realized by women worldwide. I wish to com-
pliment the Chamber on the excellent leader-
ship in supporting women to succeed. 

Mr. Speaker, it gives me great pleasure to 
recognize the women of the Hudson Valley, all 
of the members of the Dutchess Regional 
Chamber of Commerce, as well as women 
throughout the world as they celebrate the 
100th anniversary of International Women’s 
Day. I am proud to stand with them as they 
continue to work tirelessly toward full equality 
for women everywhere. 

f 

HONORING CASIMIR PULASKI, POL-
ISH-AMERICAN HERO OF THE 
REVOLUTIONARY WAR AND HON-
ORARY AMERICAN CITIZEN, AND 
CELEBRATING PULASKI DAY 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 8, 2011 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Polish and American freedom 
fighter Casimir Pulaski. Yesterday in my home 
state of Illinois, we celebrated Casimir Pulaski 
Day, which is observed on the first Monday of 
March. Prior to the Pulaski Day celebration at 
the Polish Museum of America in Chicago, I 
joined with Representative MIKE QUIGLEY and 
Senator MARK KIRK to announce the introduc-
tion of a new bill to push for Poland’s inclusion 
in the Visa Waiver Program. Certainly there is 
no better day than the one honoring Casimir 
Pulaski to promote the strengthening of Amer-
ica’s ties with Poland. 

Born in Warsaw, Poland, on March 6, 1745, 
Casimir Pulaski was a skilled commander who 
fought against Russian forces in Poland. 
Based upon his work fighting for freedom in 
Poland, Pulaski was recruited by Benjamin 
Franklin to join in the American Revolution. In 
his first correspondence to George Wash-
ington, Pulaski famously wrote, ‘‘I came here, 
where freedom is being defended, to serve it, 
and to live or die for it.’’ In his first battle of 
the Revolution, the Battle of Brandywine on 
September 11, 1777, Pulaski helped alter the 
course of history by rallying a counterattack 
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