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INTRODUCING THE VETERANS
PENSIONS PROTECTION ACT OF
2011

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 3, 2011

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to introduce the Veterans Pensions
Protection Act of 2011, which willprotect vet-
erans from losing their pension benefits be-
cause they received payments to cover ex-
penses incurred after an accident, theft, loss
or casualty loss.

When assessing a veteran’s eligibility for a
pension, the Department of Veterans Affairs
(VA) considers a variety of sources of revenue
to determine a veteran’s annual income. If
such income exceeds the income limit set by
the VA, the veteran does not qualify for a pen-
sion or loses their benefits. Currently, the VA
considers any reimbursement that com-
pensates a veteran for his/or her expenses
due to accidents, theft or loss as income. Only
reimbursements of expenses related to cas-
ualty loss are currently exempted from deter-
mination of income.

Under current law, if a veteran is seriously
injured in an accident or the victim of a theft
and receives insurance compensation to cover
his/or her medical expenses, the cost of re-
placement of the stolen items, or for pain and
suffering, he/or she will likely lose their pen-
sion. This means that the law effectively pun-
ishes veterans when they suffer from such an
accident or theft.

Such a tragedy happened to one of my con-
stituents, a Navy veteran with muscular dys-
trophy who was hit by a truck when crossing
the street in his wheelchair. His pension was
abruptly cut off after he received an insurance
settlement payment to cover medical ex-
penses for himself and his service dog, and
material expenses to replace his wheelchair.
As a result, he fell below the poverty line,
could not cover his daily expenses and mort-
gage payments, and almost lost his home!

There is clearly something wrong with a law
that cancels veterans’ pensions following the
award of an insurance payment, which was
only intended to cover exceptional medical ex-
penses. | am distraught that the VA can can-
cel the pensions of unemployed and disabled
veterans without further notice. The VA has a
moral responsibility to care for our veterans
and ensure that they live decent lives.

The Veterans Pensions Protection Act will
amend the U.S. Code to exempt the reim-
bursement of expenses related to accidents,
theft, loss or casualty loss from being included
into the determination of a veteran’s income.
This will guarantee the continuity of our vet-
erans’ pensions and that no veteran will have
their benefits unfairly and abruptly depreciated
or cancelled.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation will fix a loop-
hole under existing law to ensure that pen-
sions are issued to veterans who legitimately
meet the income criteria and rely on such ben-
efits to survive. We must enact regulations
that help veterans live better lives, not hurt
them. At a time when our nation’s servicemen
and women are fighting two wars abroad, we
have a duty to our past, present, and future
veterans to provide them with the very best
services and benefits. We owe our veterans
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an enormous debt, and cannot thank them

enough for their service. | urge my colleagues

to support this important bipartisan legislation.
———

CONGRATULATING SILVER STAR
RECIPIENT JOSHUA R. LABBE

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 3, 2011

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate Army SGT Joshua R. Labbe
for receiving the prestigious Silver Star—the
third highest honor for valor in the Army. | also
want to share with you a brief account of the
remarkable story that earned him this award
while serving in the Baghlan Province of Af-
ghanistan.

Labbe, a former tight end on Stonington
High School’s football team, was raised in
Pawcatuck, Connecticut. To the surprise of his
family and friends but with their support, Josh-
ua enlisted in the Army shortly after grad-
uating, expressing his deep desire to make a
difference. He did just that.

Joshua was awarded the Silver Star for
leading his squadron through more than 6
hours of consecutive battles on October 6 of
this year. He and his platoon began the day
before dawn sweeping for mines in a moun-
tainous region—one deemed critical in the
fight to protect supply routes and crack down
on drug trafficking in the province.

Not long after the operation had finished,
Labbe and his squad came under heavy small
arms fire from a group of Taliban fighters out-
numbering them by roughly three to one. Fol-
lowing an order to retreat from their hillside
position, Labbe returned—through enemy gun-
fire—to accompany several soldiers to safety
including one who fell and had to be carried.
Later, while towing a damaged truck in the
midst of an ambush, Labbe provided cover
fire—from close range and from an exposed
position—for the recovery team. They all re-
turned to base with no casualties.

Sergeant Labbe is one of just 195 soldiers
to receive a Silver Star in Afghanistan since
2003. While this account provides only a
glimpse of the heroic actions that earned him
this honor, Joshua’s contributions and deep
devotion to protecting this country are clear. |
ask my colleagues to join me in congratulating
and honoring SGT Joshua R. Labbe for his
service and sacrifice to this great nation.

—

HONORING THE GARFIELD BABE
RUTH LEAGUE ON ITS 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY

HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 3, 2011

Mr. ROTHMAN of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to congratulate the Garfield Babe
Ruth League on 50 years of service to the
youth of Garfield, New Jersey. Since its found-
ing in 1961, the League has provided count-
less young people with the opportunity to par-
ticipate in a quintessential American pastime:
youth baseball.

The Garfield Babe Ruth League is a proud
member of the Middle Atlantic Region of Babe
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Ruth Baseball. Comprised of two divisions,
13—-15 year olds and 16-18 year olds, the
League provides an important team experi-
ence and extracurricular outlet for as many as
200 young people each year. All of the coach-
es and league officials are volunteers, devot-
ing their time to bring baseball into the lives of
teenagers. These volunteers also maintain Co-
lumbus Field, home to all games played in the
Garfield Babe Ruth League. Over the years,
with the help of its invaluable volunteer coach-
es and officials, the League has been able to
add a press box, score board, dugouts, club
house, fencing, lighting, bleachers, and nu-
merous other field enhancements. Garfield
has hosted many District All-Star Tournaments
and has been selected to host this year's New
Jersey State Final Tournament for the 14-
year-old division.

Throughout its half-century of service to the
City of Garfield, the League has always pro-
vided the youth of the community with the op-
portunity to create cherished memories, have
important character-building experiences, and
celebrate proud accomplishments, both on
and off the baseball field. The legacy of this
organization only grows stronger as the
League continues to touch the lives of all who
become involved with it.

Mr. Speaker, today | would like to celebrate
the Garfield Babe Ruth League’s 50th anniver-
sary and honor all of its volunteers and partici-
pants for their role in keeping this wonderful
tradition going for so many years. | wish the
League continued success as it continues to
proudly serve the community of Garfield, New
Jersey.

——————

MARKEY AMENDMENT TO H.R. 1

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 3, 2011

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
support of the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts, Mr. MARKEY. This
amendment would strike a strange provision in
law that allows for royalty-free production for
certain offshore drilling leases.

| have introduced legislation, the No New
Drilling Act of 2011, which would stop the Inte-
rior Department from pursuing any new explo-
ration, development or production of oil, gas or
any other mineral anywhere off America’s
coasts. The fact remains that opening up new
drilling for fossil fuel development is unneces-
sary, poses a serious threat to our shores,
and is the wrong approach.

If oil companies are going to drill in our wa-
ters, at the very least they should be required
to pay royalties to the federal government on
the profits they make at the expense of our
environment. We have seen the environmental
catastrophe that can occur, most notably with
the BP oil spill last year.

| don’t support issuing any new leases for
offshore drilling in areas not currently leased.
| support this amendment so that we can hold
these companies financially accountable for
the benefits they are reaping from our coastal
environment. | urge all of my colleagues to
vote aye.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE ACCESS TO
BOOKS FOR CHILDREN ACT

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 3, 2011

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, today, | am
pleased to introduce the Access to Books for
Children Act. This bill would amend the Child
Nutrition Act of 1966 to provide a $5 voucher
to mothers for the purchase of educational
books for infants and children participating in
the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program
for Women, Infants, and Children, WIC.

As a lifelong advocate for reading and early
education, | am introducing this bill to help
provide nourishment for both the body and the
mind to children who need it most. The Amer-
ican Academy of Pediatrics recommend daily
reading to a child beginning when the child is
6 months old. The Access to Books for Chil-
dren Act will make it easier for children in the
WIC program to develop literacy skills by plac-
ing books in the hands of children who may
not otherwise have their own books in the
home. Children who are exposed to books
and reading before they start school are much
more likely to graduate from high school than
those who are not. | urge you to support this
bill to invest in early education by instilling the
love of reading in all children during the forma-
tive years that matter the most.

————

COMMEMORATING THE ONE-YEAR
ANNIVERSARY OF THE PASSAGE
OF THE RELIGIOUS FREEDOM
AND CIVIL RIGHTS EQUALITY
AMENDMENT ACT

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 3, 2011

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | ask the
House of Representatives to join me in com-
memorating the one-year anniversary of the
passage of the District of Columbia Religious
Freedom and Civil Rights Equality Amendment
Act or 2009 (L18-0110).

One year ago, the District, led by the law’s
authors, D.C. Council member David Catania
and then D.C. Council Chairman Vincent
Gray, now the mayor of the District of Colum-
bia, joined five states in affording full marriage
equality to our residents. Our landmark mar-
riage equality legislation is not the first time
the District has led the country in enacting
human rights legislation. The District's unique
history makes our residents particularly sen-
sitive to human rights, not only for themselves
but for others, as well. Even though some of
our residents do no favor same-sex marriage,
there is among them a deep tradition of toler-
ance and respect for the rights of others that
could serve as a model for other Americans.

It has been refreshing and heartwarming to
see the happiness of our new same-sex mar-
riages. Many have had wedding celebrations
that have, in turn, brought great happiness to
their families and friends. At the same time,
the city's new law has benefited our local
economy.

We celebrate the first year of the District of
Columbia Religious Freedom and Civil Rights
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Equality Amendment Act for the many benefits
it has brought to our city and our residents. |
ask the House to join me in commemorating
the one-year anniversary of the passage of
the Religious Freedom and Civil Rights Equal-
ity Amendment Act.

———

HONORING DAYMON DOSS

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 3, 2011

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Daymon Doss and recognize his con-
tribution to health care in Sonoma County
California. Mr. Doss is retiring after forty-five
years of leadership and collaboration in build-
ing a healthy community.

Daymon received his education in Sonoma
County, attending middle school, high school,
Santa Rosa Junior College and Sonoma State
University. His work as a registered nurse and
respiratory therapist greatly informed his ca-
reer path and decisionmaking; he is known as
an administrator who understands the needs
of clinicians.

My hometown of Petaluma would be a very
different place, were it not for Daymon’s vision
and sense of social justice years ago. He saw
that people without health insurance were
using the hospital Emergency Room as their
means of obtaining health care. He knew they
needed a medical home that offered a full
range of care, and used his collaborative skills
to establish the Petaluma Health Center.
When Petaluma Valley Hospital was facing fi-
nancial challenges, Daymon negotiated a con-
tract with the St. Joseph Health System to run
the hospital. When St. Joseph’s threatened to
close the OB section of the hospital, Daymon
was instrumental in saving the department by
bringing all stakeholders to the table to find a
solution that worked.

You see Mr. Speaker, that is what Daymon
Doss does best; he is a consensus builder, a
facilitator, a communicator, an inspiration.
Daymon knows and holds the respect of our
community so that a call from him brings peo-
ple to the table to find common goals and
build workable solutions. An active member of
the community, he has served on multiple
boards, including Community Health Founda-
tions, COTS, Healthy Community consortium,
Sunrise Rotary of Petaluma, Housing Land
Trust Sonoma County, and Partnership Health
Plan. He has served in a variety of manage-
ment positions at the Petaluma Health Care
District and currently as the CEO.

Mr. Speaker, | have turned to Mr. Doss my-
self, for factual updates of events that unfold
while | am working in Washington, DC. He
does not color his words with his own opinion,
but he does color them with optimism and a
strong belief that there is a solution that will
benefit everyone. It is appropriate at this time
that we thank Mr. Daymon Doss for his many
years of service on behalf of the people of
Sonoma County. He has worked tirelessly to
promote the health of our community; for this,
he deserves our appreciation.
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TRIBUTE TO MAJOR GENERAL
JOSE S. MAYORGA

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 3, 2011

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the distinguished career of Major
General Jose S. Mayorga, who is completing
his service as the Adjutant General for the
State of Texas and Commander of the Texas
National Guard. General Mayorga has served
our United States and the State of Texas for
over 33 years in the Active Army Component,
in the Army Reserve, and as a member of the
Texas National Guard.

Jose Mayorga began his career on a Re-
serve Officer Training Corps Scholarship at
Texas A&l University in Kingsville, Texas
graduating with a Bachelor of Science in Civil
Engineering. During his studies, he was recog-
nized as a Distinguished Military Student and
was inducted into the Tau Beta Pi Engineering
Honor Society—an honor that acknowledged
his distinguished scholarship and exemplary
character.

He began his military service with four years
on active duty as an Army Engineer Officer. In
the following years, as a National Guard Offi-
cer, he held progressively more responsible
command positions including Deputy Com-
manding General for United States Army
South and Commander of the 36th Infantry Di-
vision. Among his many accomplishments was
the advocacy of strong ties between the Texas
National Guard and the Czech Republic and
the Republic of Chile under the State Partner-
ship Program. As Division Commander and
Adjutant General he was responsible for de-
ploying over 12,000 soldiers and airmen to
Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as, for the devel-
opment of the first ever Joint Strategic Plan for
the Texas National Guard.

General Mayorga has gone on to earn a
Master of Business Administration from Har-
din-Simmons University in Abilene, Texas and
a Master of Strategic Studies from the United
States Army War College in Carlisle Barracks,
Pennsylvania.

General Mayorga is the recipient of the Le-
gion of Merit, the Meritorious Service Medal,
the Army Commendation Medal, and the Glob-
al War on Terrorism Service Medal.

In the true spirit of the citizen-warriors who
make up our National Guard, General
Mayorga, born in Brownsville, is a life long
resident of Texas, where he and his wife,
Maria, have raised their son, Jose, a recent
proud graduate of Baylor University. General
Mayorga, a registered Professional Engineer,
also served the State for 27 years in the Oil
and Gas Division of the Railroad Commission
as a Petroleum Engineer and Director, respon-
sible for plugging over 20,000 non-producing
oil and gas wells.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to have had the
time to recognize the dedication, commitment,
and leadership of the Adjutant General for the
State of Texas, Major General Jose S.
Mayorga.
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