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We spoke about how vital early education is
in the development of children.

How early education increases high school
graduation rates, and how 50 years of solid
research has shown that early education is
shown to reduce crime and delinquency.

We spoke about how early education in mi-
nority and lower income communities helps to
narrow the achievement gap and lifts future
generations out of poverty.

And how, for every dollar spent in early edu-
cation, our communities yield up to a $7 return
on our investment.

Unfortunately, though, we weren’t there to
highlight the success of early education, we
were there to highlight something that borders
on insanity.

Insanity because just over a week ago, this
body made the largest cut to education in our
Nation’s history.

Now, we all understand that our Nation
needs to cut spending.

But the society that balances its budget on
the backs of its children should not be sur-
prised when the spine of its future is broken.

Davie is a long way from where we stand
here today in Washington.

And sometimes it is easy for Members to
overlook, or to not understand how what hap-
pens here in the Capitol means out in the real
world.

That is why | stand here today.

| stand here because the parents | met with
cannot stand here and tell you, Mr. Chair,
what these cuts will mean to their children.

Should the cuts to early education funding
that were passed in H.R. 1 stand, some of the
children at Crayons Child Care will no longer
be able to attend early education.

And if students are forced to leave their
early education classes there will be teachers
at Crayons Child Care that will lose their job.

Laying off teachers and dimming the future
of America’s children is no way to balance the
budget.

These children are 2, 3, 4 years old.

They didn't run up the debt and deficit of
our country, but the response from Repub-
licans in the House of Representatives was
that they would pay for it.

Republicans preserved tax credits for oil,
gas, and chemical companies; they cut Head
Start funding.

They preserved tax credits for the coal in-
dustry, but they cut Early Education funding.

The parents | met with yesterday in Davie
are just a handful of the 9,148 children in Flor-
ida that will lose their early education classes
if these cuts are to stand.

That just doesn’t make sense.

——
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Captain Laverne Sing,
the State of Mississippi’s first African-Amer-
ican female firefighter. Captain Sing not only
broke down years of historical barriers, but
also provided safety and security for the citi-
zens of the City of Greenville, Mississippi, for
many selfless years.
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Known as a Delta Pioneer, Captain Sing
was born January 16, 1944, in Washington
County, Mississippi, to a family of five sisters
and four brothers. She worked numerous oc-
cupations leading up to her heroic role as a
firefighter including telecommunications oper-
ator, medical service driver and dispatcher,
and as Greenville’s first female security officer
for the Greenville Public School District.

Captain Sing reported for duty in June 1979
to her community as the first African-American
female firefighter in Greenville without allowing
prejudice to get in her way. Her selfless acts
in fire prevention and safety have resulted in
the preservation of countless lives and incal-
culable amounts of property. Captain Sing’s
goals as a firefighter were to save lives, save
property, and protect the environment. She
met these objectives every day not only in the
firehouse and on the scene but in her daily
life. Her hard work and expert knowledge led
to her rapid promotion from a recruit to Cap-
tain of the Greenville Firehouse. Putting her-
self in harm’s way to save precious lives, Cap-
tain Sing courageously ran into burning build-
ings and structures when others were running
out. Once inside a burning building, Captain
Sing used the right hand search pattern tech-
nique and immediately began scouring for and
removing trapped occupants by following
closely along the room’s walls and performing
the search until everyone in the structure was
safely out.

Captain Sing has always displayed a com-
mitment to excellence even in the face of un-
thinkable danger. Her acts of gallantry, perse-
verance and pride exemplify a character that
has allowed her to grow and prosper. As Cap-
tain for the Greenville Fire Department, she
was a leader in the firehouse and at times
performed dispatch services for both the fire
and police department. She volunteered her
time as a public relations officer for the fire de-
partment where she presented programs in
community schools, daycare centers and nurs-
ing homes that educated numerous persons
both on escaping a fire and what actions to
take when faced with safety hazards.

In 1990 and 1991, Captain Sing served the
community as a volunteer for the Salvation
Army and the Mississippi Firefighters Memorial
Burn Center. A decorated firefighter, Captain
Sing has received many honors including the
Department’s Outstanding Performance Award
and the Flame Award from the Greenville
Chamber of Commerce. As a firefighter, Cap-
tain Sing worked through many grueling aca-
demic courses including her national certifi-
cation in level Fire Fighter One, numerous
safety programs and Cardiopulmonary Resus-
citation, CPR, training through the American
Red Cross.

Captain Sing’s exceptional performance of
her duties and her barrier-breaking accom-
plishments has been recognized at events
during Black History Month, by churches, as-
sociations and community groups. In 1992,
upon the passing of the brother committed to
her care for 18 years, Captain Sing, felt the
call to be close to her family and resigned
after over a decade of gallant service to the
Greenville Fire Department.

Captain Sing is a proud member of Serene
Lodge 20th Century Temple Daughters of Elks
and a faithful servant of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ at the Grace Outreach Church
pastored by Rev. Ruben Lewis. She is the
proud mother of three children, Remelda,
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Demetria and Lawrence Sing. Currently, she
devotes her time to children in the Greenville
Public School System.

Captain Sing is recognized by the Black
Women in Fire Service as the State of Mis-
sissippi’s first African-American firefighter and
as a leader of the African-American women
firefighters in the United States of America.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in saluting
Captain Laverne Sing, the first female African-
American Firefighter in the State of Mississippi
for your dedicated service in fire safety and
prevention.
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Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, by recklessly
slashing more than $60 billion from the budg-
et, the majority is trying to assume the mantle
of fiscal responsibility. They claim that $60 bil-
lion in cuts creates $60 billion in savings and
deficit reduction. But this claim is simply un-
true, for many of the underfunded or elimi-
nated programs actually save the government
far more money than they cost. These cuts
are penny wise but pound foolish. By elimi-
nating funding for these cost saving programs,
the majority is not reducing spending; they are
increasing it.

As New York Times columnist Paul
Krugman said, the majority’s cuts are de-
signed to eat the future by cutting spending in
a way that undermines the nation’s health and
long-term prospects. Nowhere is this failure in
fiscal policy more apparent than when it
comes to the physical health of the American
people. H.R. 1 cuts $60 billion in Fiscal Year
2011 spending, but it increases the deficit dra-
matically as a result of unseen healthcare
costs associated with the degradation of the
food we eat, water we drink, and air we
breathe. Moreover, H.R. 1 slashes the Na-
tional Institute of Health’s funding for research
to find cures for diseases such as Alzheimer’s,
Parkinson’s, diabetes, and cancer.

| believe that it is morally objectionable to
leverage our physical health for perceived
short-term fiscal and political health. But that
is exactly what H.R. 1 does. It allows the ma-
jority to fulfill a political promise made during
the last campaign. But in doing so, the major-
ity is undermining the long-term health of our
citizens and our country by:

Cutting funds for the Food and Drug Admin-
istration by $241 million below 2010 and $400
million below the Administration’s 2011 budget
request.

Cutting funds for the Food Safety and In-
spection Service by $88 million below 2010
funding levels and $107 million below the Ad-
ministration’s 2011 budget request.

Cutting appropriations for the National Insti-
tutes of Health by $1.6 billion below FY 2010
and $2.5 billion below the President’'s budget.

Cutting funds for the Clean Water and
Drinking Water State Revolving Fund by 56
percent.

Cutting funds for the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency by $3 billion, a nearly 30 percent
cut from spending in 2010 and the largest per-
centage cut in EPA’s overall budget in 30
years.
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Cutting appropriations for the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services by $458 mil-
lion below FY 2010 and $634 million below
the President’s budget request.

These fiscal cuts have severe physical im-
pacts on the American people and jeopardize
the health and well-being of our children. H.R.
1 cuts funding for the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration’s ability to test and regulate medical
drugs. It is counterintuitive to think that drugs
that people take to cure illnesses may actually
create more health problems than they solve.
But that is an unfortunate experience that
many Americans know all too well. For in-
stance, thousands of Americans took the
weight loss drug Fen-phen only to find out
years later that it caused severe heart prob-
lems and had killed people who had taken the
drug for only a short period. The sad truth is
that Fen-phen is only one example of a drug
that did not undergo the necessary FDA test-
ing and scrutiny, and H.R. 1 will ensure that
many more medical drugs receive similar inad-
equate levels of review. Cutting spending for
testing and regulating drugs does not seem
like smart fiscal or physical policy to me. It is
eating our future.

| believe it is important for parents to be
confident that the food they feed their children
is making them healthier and not killing them.
Unfortunately that is not the case. In the last
year alone, we have had food recalls for spin-
ach, peanuts, chicken, eggs, and dozens of
other foods. It was not long ago that millions
of Americans were combing through their pan-
tries throwing away anything containing pea-
nut butter. This feverish action was a result of
a salmonella contamination that claimed the
lives of 8 individuals and poisoned more than
500 Americans in 43 states, half of which
were children. And it was only a few years
ago that E. coli in spinach was responsible for
5 deaths and more than 200 hospitalizations.

The American people deserve better. They
deserve the peace of mind of knowing the
food they eat and feed their children is safe.
But by slashing millions of dollars for the Food
Safety and Inspection Service, H.R. 1 denies
the American people that peace of mind. In
2010 alone, an estimated 76 million people
got sick with foodborne illness and 5,000 indi-
viduals died because of the food they ate, ac-
cording to the U.S. Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention. Cutting spending that
would prevent many of these deaths and ill-
nesses is not fiscally or physically responsible.
It is eating our future.

The irony of H.R. 1 is that not only does it
make the American people sicker, but it dra-
matically cuts funding for the National Insti-
tutes of Health (NIH) to develop cures for dis-
eases, instances of which will increase as a
result of H.R. 1’s attack on safe food, water,
and air. The NIH conducts cutting edge re-
search to cure the diseases that plague mil-
lions of Americans, from infants to seniors.
Nearly every American has watched a friend
or loved one fight Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, or
cancer or has fought one of these life-threat-
ening battles first-hand. For years, Congress
has provided NIH the necessary tools to help
people win these battles. But H.R. 1 stops NIH
in its tracks by cutting funding for research
that would save American lives. That does not
seem like smart fiscal or physical policy to me.
It is eating our future.

Although more than 70 percent of the earth
is covered in water, only about 1 percent of all
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the water on the planet is safe to drink. H.R.
1 would reduce that 1 percent by allowing
major corporations and developers to pump
toxins into our water and by failing to invest in
the necessary infrastructure to maintain, treat,
and deliver safe drinking water. H.R. 1 re-
duces the Drinking Water State Revolving
Fund by 56 percent, a program that provides
low and no-interest loans to states to fund
drinking water infrastructure improvement
projects. Already too many Americans are suf-
fering from lead poisoning and chronic diar-
rhea as a result of antiquated infrastructure.
We cannot afford to exacerbate the rate of
these serious health threats by cutting funding
to maintain and repair our water infrastructure.
Doing so, does not seem like smart fiscal or
physical policy to me. It is eating our future.

H.R. 1 eliminates several million dollars of
funding for EPA to implement revised stand-
ards for the amount of mercury, lead, and
other toxic air pollutants that cement plants
across the country can emit into the air we
breathe. These revised standards will safe-
guard the American people from breathing air
that will harm their brains, hearts, lungs, and
livers. But H.R. 1 strips EPA of any funding to
implement this life-saving standard.

Mercury and lead target the developing
brains of children and can cause devastating
brain damage and death. Millions of American
children already suffer from debilitating asthma
and brain damage as a result of the dirty air
they breathe. H.R. 1 does not try to clean the
air; it makes the air even dirtier and exposes
more children to air that will impact their
health for the rest of their life or in some
cases kill them.

According to EPA, these standards will save
more than 2,500 lives a year and prevent
50,000 new cases of asthma and respiratory
symptoms. But H.R. 1 cuts these funds. That
does not seem like smart fiscal or physical
policy to me. It is eating our future.

H.R. 1 will also increase the number of indi-
viduals in hospitals and doctors’ offices as a
result of illnesses related to polluted air, dirty
water, and bacteria-filled food. And the kicker
is that H.R. 1 will make these medical trips
more expensive for these individuals and for
the government. By eliminating funding for crit-
ical components of the Affordable Care Act,
millions of Americans will not have access to
affordable insurance to cover their respiratory
medications to remedy the polluted air they
breathe. Parents will have to pay out of pock-
et—if they can pay at all—for the treatment
their children receive thanks to the E. coli in
the hamburger they had for dinner. And sen-
iors will no longer have access to free pre-
ventative care visits, which are imperative to
detect possible ailments caused by inhaling
harmful toxins with every breath.

Worse than any of these medical costs is
the heartache associated with the tens of
thousands of deaths that will occur as a result
of the dirtier air, water, and food every Amer-
ican will be consuming thanks to H.R. 1. It is
clear that the American people will not be able
to afford these costs, so this financial burden
will continue to increase our deficit. That does
not seem like smart fiscal or physical policy. It
is eating our future.

The Republican majority is touting H.R. 1 as
a fiscally responsible budget. Sure it looks
nice on paper when you take the $60 billion
dollars in cuts as $60 billions in savings. But
by looking a bit deeper into the programs
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being cut, one can recognize that many of
these cuts will end up costing the federal gov-
ernment billions of dollars. Not to mention that
H.R. 1 will reduce the physical health and
wellness of millions of Americans.

| urge the majority to go back to the drawing
board and create a truly cost-saving budget
that looks at cost holistically. | encourage
them to create a budget that not only restores
the fiscal health of this nation but the physical
health as well. And | strongly recommend that
we develop a budget that wins the future rath-
er than eats it.

————

IN REMEMBRANCE OF MR. BILL
KELLEY

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 1, 2011

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor and remembrance of Mr. Bill Kelley, the
former director of the Cleveland Aquarium who
was known for his ingenuity and creativity.

Bill Kelley was born in 1917 in Elyria, Ohio.
From a very early age, he had a deep interest
in science, and enjoyed building telescopes
and crystal radios. In 1954, after serving as an
interpreter for the Army in World War I, he
worked to convert a small bathhouse in Gor-
don Park into Cleveland’s first aquarium.

Mr. Kelley was well-known for his innova-
tion. He invented special filters and developed
an additive that could be added to tap water
to make it habitable for salt-water fish. He
travelled to Chicago and the Amazon to se-
cure unique specimens for Cleveland’s collec-
tion. He went on to head aquariums in Niag-
ara Falls and Mystic, Connecticut.

A true renaissance man, Mr. Kelley’s exper-
tise was far from limited to sea life. He was
also a fellow of Great Britain’s Gemological
Society and was known for developing a
method to strengthen fragile opals and for
founding Opals, Inc. He also served as asso-
ciate director of the Cleveland Museum of Nat-
ural History.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please rise
with me today in honor and remembrance of
a passionate and unwavering individual. Mr.
Kelley will be remembered for his many con-
tributions to the sciences and for his hard
work and dedication. | extend my sincerest
condolences to his wife, Lois; his brother,
Carl; and his sister, Jean.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE NATIVE
HAWAITAN MEDICAID COVERAGE
ACT OF 2011

HON. MAZIE K. HIRONO

OF HAWAII
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 1, 2011

Ms. HIRONO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
reintroduce the Native Hawaiian Medicaid
Coverage Act of 2011. This legislation is a
companion to S. 36, which was introduced
earlier this year by Senator DANIEL K. INOUYE.

This legislation would allow for 100 percent
coverage under the Federal Medicaid Assist-
ance Percent, FMAP, formula for Native Ha-
waiians who are Medicaid eligible and access
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