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HONORING HARRELL FLETCHER 

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 7, 2011 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
mark the passing of an exemplary citizen of 
California’s Central Coast: Mr. Harrell Fletcher. 

Mr. Fletcher lived in the Santa Maria Valley 
for 80 years, moving to the area from Arkan-
sas as a young boy. He attended San Luis 
Obispo High School and California State Poly-
technic University, San Luis Obispo. He 
moved to Santa Maria with the architecture 
firm responsible for building Camp Cook, now 
Vandenberg Air Force Base, in the early 
1940’s. 

Over his decades in the Santa Maria Valley, 
he seemed to fill every role in the community 
at one time or another: local business owner, 
County Supervisor, school board member, 
founding member of the Los Padres National 
Bank, Fair board member and Coastal Com-
mission member. He was the most senior land 
use consultant in the region and was the long-
est serving member of the Santa Maria Valley 
Chamber of Commerce. Mr. Fletcher also 
served on literally dozens of other groups, or-
ganizations and committees over the years, 
with each organization benefiting from his 
strong work ethic and unique insight into our 
community. 

Mr. Fletcher and his wife Betty have been 
acknowledged frequently for their pivotal role 
in the growth of Santa Maria Valley commu-
nity. In March 2004, the City of Santa Maria, 
in honor of Harrell and Betty Fletcher, dedi-
cated ‘‘Fletcher Park’’ on their behalf. In 2009, 
the City Council declared July 24, 2009 as 
‘‘Harrell Fletcher Day.’’ 

On a personal note, Mr. Fletcher always ex-
tended a gracious hand when working with 
both me and my late husband U.S. Rep. Wal-
ter Capps on a range of issues. We may have 
been of different political parties but that did 
not matter to Mr. Fletcher. He was always 
generous and affable, and always interested in 
addressing the issues to make life better for 
Santa Marians. Like my late husband, I con-
sidered it an distinct honor and privilege to 
work with someone so dedicated to his com-
munity, and who influenced so much of its 
growth for so many years. 

Harrell Fletcher is survived by his wonderful 
wife of almost 60 years, Betty, and their chil-
dren, grandchildren and great grandchildren. I 
thank them for sharing Harrell and his many 
talents with us these many years and offer my 
deepest condolences on their loss. 

CONGRATULATORY REMARKS FOR 
THE UNIVERSITY OF CENTRAL 
FLORIDA 

HON. SANDY ADAMS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 7, 2011 

Mrs. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
congratulate the University of Central Florida 
on their historic victory over the Georgia Bull-
dogs on December 31, 2010 in the Liberty 
Bowl. The Knights edged out the Bulldogs 10– 
6 in a fantastic game that demonstrated what 
this young athletic program has to offer to the 
world of collegiate sports. 

This was UCF’s first bowl game victory cap-
ping off an astonishing year of being ranked 
for the first time in school history in the top 25 
of the AP Poll, USA Today Coaches Poll, Har-
ris Poll and finishing their season at number 
25 in the BCS Standings. These achievements 
are a testament to the determination and 
strength of the young people that this univer-
sity is turning out as the future leaders in our 
community and country. 

As the second largest university in the Na-
tion, and my district’s flagship university, UCF 
has been breaking barriers and earning its 
place at the top of every measure of student 
achievement, and this year was no exception. 
I offer my warmest congratulations to the play-
ers of this championship team, Coach O’Leary 
and the entire Administrative staff for all their 
determination and hard work. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE REVEREND 
NORMAN EDDY AND THE LATE 
REVEREND MARGARET EDDY 
FOR THEIR DECADES OF DEDI-
CATED AND FAITHFUL SERVICE 
TO THE EAST HARLEM COMMU-
NITY 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 7, 2011 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to the Reverend Norman Eddy and his 
late wife, the Reverend Margaret Eddy. Nor-
man and Margaret Eddy devoted themselves 
to the Manhattan community of East Harlem, 
one of the most underserved and impover-
ished communities in our Nation. Graduates of 
the Union Theological Seminary, they went on 
to minister to congregations at the East Har-
lem Protestant Parish and The Church of the 
Resurrection, helping countless individuals 
and families better their lives. 

At the end of February, the decades of serv-
ice to others by Norman and Margaret Eddy 
were recognized at twin celebrations held at 
the New York Theological Seminary and at 
The Church of the Resurrection. Celebrants 
learned about the effort to launch a Program 
Center for Spiritual Coordination and Commu-

nity Well-Being at the New York Theological 
Seminary, viewed the premiere showing of a 
film about their East Harlem ministries directed 
by the award-winning producer/director Jan Al-
bert, shared heart-warming and sometime 
light-hearted reminiscences about Norman and 
Margaret, and celebrated Norm’s 90th Birth-
day over a communal meal at the Church. 

The celebrations are richly deserved, be-
cause the devotion of Norman and Margaret 
Eddy to the well-being of East Harlem resi-
dents is truly remarkable. I came to know 
them during the nine years I served as the 
New York City Council Member representing a 
district that included all of East Harlem. As 
ministers of the East Harlem Protestant Parish 
on East 100th Street and later of The Church 
of the Resurrection on East 1051st Street, 
they were involved in a myriad of community 
organizations that formed a vital network in ‘‘El 
Barrio.’’ These included but were not limited to 
the East Harlem School of Faith, East Harlem 
Healing Community, the East Harlem Church-
es, the Community Urban Center, and East 
Harlem School of Faith, and East Harlem 
Interfaith. They also led a local neighborhood 
committee to help those who became addicted 
to narcotics. Each was an open, friendly, and 
vital presence who readily warmed to others 
and infected others with their laughter and 
positive spirits. When Norman and Peg Eddy 
ministered to others in need, no matter how 
dire their circumstances, they always main-
tained a sense of joy and optimism that 
proved infectious. With courage and compas-
sion, they reached out to those suffering from 
HIV and AIDS at a time when misinformation 
and a lack of public awareness created an im-
penetrable stigma around those infected with 
the virus. 

In recognition of their outstanding contribu-
tions to the well-being of the people they 
served and their extraordinary the civic life of 
our Nation’s greatest city, I ask that my distin-
guished colleagues join me in honoring the 
Reverends Norman and Margaret Eddy. 

f 

RULES OF THE HOUSE 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CORRINE BROWN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 5, 2011 

Ms. BROWN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to comment on clause 7 of House Rule 
XII, which requires that Members submit a 
statement citing the constitutional authority for 
any bill introduced in the House of Represent-
atives. Every member of this body takes an 
oath to support and defend the Constitution. 
Therefore, this new rule adds nothing to the 
responsibilities we have already pledged to 
undertake. It does, however, add to the costs 
of government. Publishing each statement in 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD will cost the tax-
payers an estimated $570,000 each year for 
supplies, labor and delivery. 
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Furthermore, this requirement is a solution 

in search of a problem. According to the Con-
gressional Research Service, only about two 
hundred and twenty acts of Congress have 
been held unconstitutional by the Supreme 
Court since 1789. In the past ten years, the 
Court has struck down laws a mere seventeen 
times. The number of acts courts have upheld 
is surely in the thousands. So I ask, what is 
the Constitutional crisis this requirement ad-
dresses? 

The rule itself demonstrates the lack of ur-
gency here. It requires a perfunctory state-
ment without explanation. Committees need 
not consider the statement, no Member will 
ever vote on it, and Senate bills can be con-
sidered without one. By omitting any teeth, the 
rule clearly indicates that Members are al-
ready capable of ensuring that bills comply 
with the Constitution. In the rare instance we 
go too far, the courts are perfectly capable of 
correcting us. 

Sometimes, the Constitution itself must be 
corrected. For example, the original Constitu-
tion expressly allowed for slavery and counted 
slaves as three-fifths of a person. Certainly, I 
would not be here to make this statement if no 
one had challenged those provisions. Without 
the Fourteenth Amendment, the Constitution 
would not guarantee the rights to due process 
and equal protection that are now fundamental 
principles throughout American life. For over 
one hundred years, until 1920, it failed to en-
sure that women had a right to vote. Imagine 
a country in which only white, land-owning 
men could vote—that is the world we would 
live in if we were bound by the words of the 
Constitution as written. 

Finally, while we respect the Constitution’s 
limits on governmental action, we must re-
member that the framers purposely created a 
living document and intended it to grow and 
change with the country. The Constitution is a 
work in progress and what we do in Congress 
can help push it forward. Clauses we cite now 
may not exist or may be understood differently 
in the future. Pretending otherwise through 
empty (and costly) formalities does a dis-
service to its spirit and the causes of freedom 
and justice. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF 
KATHERINE C. KELLY 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, January 7, 2011 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the life of a great Amer-
ican, Katherine C. Kelly, a lifelong champion 
of human rights and universal health care, 
who died on the morning of January 6, 2011 
at the age of 86. 

Katherine was a good friend and supporter 
for more than 40 years. Over the course of 
her life, she and her late husband, Edward M. 
Kelly, were prominently active in the civil rights 
movement, the fight for women’s rights, gay 
rights, and every progressive movement in the 
United States. Katherine dedicated her life to 
the Democratic Party, serving as State Com-
mitteewoman from Palm Beach County for 26 
years. 

Additionally, she was named to the Electoral 
College and served as a delegate to five 
Democratic National Conventions. 

She also served as the Legislative Director 
for Florida NOW, as Vice President of the 
Florida Women’s Political Caucus, as a Board 
member for NARAL, and as Development Di-
rector of Women Leaders Online. Her contin-
ued dedication to political and progressive 
causes led to recognition as the Outstanding 
Feminist 2001 by Florida NOW and Woman of 
the Year in 2008 by the Democratic Women’s 
Club Palm Beach County. 

Mr. Speaker, Katherine was deeply loved 
and widely respected by everyone who knew 
her. Today, our nation has lost someone who 
represented all that is good in the world. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 
PANPAPHIAN ASSOCIATION OF 
AMERICA ON THE OCCASION OF 
ITS ANNUAL DINNER-DANCE 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 7, 2011 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to the PanPaphian Association 
of America for its tremendous contributions to 
our cultural and civic life. Founded more than 
two decades ago by Hellenic Cypriot Ameri-
cans of Paphian ancestry, the Association has 
carried out its vital educational, cultural, chari-
table, and humanitarian mission while helping 
promote peace, unity, and understanding on 
the occupied island of Cyprus. 

The PanPaphian Association of America 
held the Ninth Evagoras Pallikarides Award of 
Merit dinner-dance last month. The Evagoras 
Pallikarides Award of Merit was bestowed 
upon Mr. Alkinoos Ioannidis for his dedication 
to promoting Hellenic culture through music 
and song. Born and raised in Nicosia, Cyprus, 
Mr. Ioannidis studied classical guitar at the 
European Conservatory, moved to Athens, 
and was signed by Universal Music at age 23. 
He went on to pursue a successful career in 
acting and music, eventually focusing his ef-
forts as a thriving musical performer and com-
poser with many successful recordings. Influ-
enced by traditional Cypriot music, the Greek 
composers of the last decades, and classical, 
jazz and rock genres. He often performs with 
orchestras and ensembles. Above all, he re-
mains devoted to the Cypriot people, their cul-
ture, and their struggle for justice, donating his 
time and talent to numerous concerts and per-
formances benefitting various Hellenic organi-
zations and causes associated with justice for 
Cyprus. 

The PanPaphian Association awarded the 
Distinguished Fellow Cypriot Award to Mr. 
Polys Kyriacou, a distinguished poet and lyri-
cist who has distinguished himself in his pas-
sionate commitment to justice for Cyprus and 
his love for Hellenic culture. Born in Nicosia, 
he served in the Cyprus National Guard be-
fore his studies at Pantios University in Ath-
ens. He came to New York City in 1982 to 
earn a Master’s Degree in Communication and 
Graphic Design at the Pratt Institute and then 
worked as an Art Director at the Proini daily 
newspaper. He served for many years on the 
board of the Cyprus Federation of America 
and the Justice for Cyprus Committee, pub-
lished two volumes of poetry, including 
Sximata, which won First Prize for a Young 
Poet from the Cyprus Ministry of Education. A 

Member of the Board of Directors of Cosmos 
FM Radio, he hosts his own program every 
Sunday morning and remains deeply involved 
in New York City’s vibrant Hellenic community. 

The Member of the Year Award was given 
to Mr. George Kouspos. Born and raised in 
Paphos on Cyprus, he came to the United 
States in 1984 after serving as an officer in 
the Cyprus National Guard. He earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Electrical Engi-
neering from the City College of New York 
and an M.B.A. degree from Adelphi University 
while working his way through school. He be-
came a principal at CY Electric Corp. 
Throughout his studies and his subsequent 
professional success, he has remained ex-
traordinarily devoted to the cause of justice for 
Cyprus; to the PanPaphian Association, which 
he has served as Vice President, Cultural Offi-
cer, and Treasurer; and above all to his be-
loved family, Nancy (Nafsika), who was born 
in Asgata, Cyprus, and his beautiful daugh-
ters, Demetra and Maria. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my distinguished 
colleagues rise to join me in paying tribute to 
the PanPaphian Association of America, the 
recipients of its awards, and all its many con-
tributions to the civic life of our Nation. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CLARK COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S DEPUTY SUZANNE 
WAUGHTEL HOPPER 

HON. STEVE AUSTRIA 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 7, 2011 

Mr. AUSTRIA. Mr. Speaker, today I will be 
traveling back to Ohio to express my sym-
pathy to the family of Clark County Sheriff’s 
Deputy Suzanne Waughtel Hopper. Deputy 
Hopper’s funeral will be at 11:00 a.m. on Fri-
day, January 7, 2011. 

Deputy Hopper was killed in the line of duty 
on New Year’s Day while responding to shots 
fired in a local community. Because of her de-
cisive action, courage and bravery lives were 
saved. She is a true American hero. 

f 

IMAN ABBASI 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 7, 2011 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, in just a 
few days, on January 9, Iraqi authorities will 
deport the Abbasi family to Iran where they 
face certain persecution. 

The Abbasis are political refugees. Their fa-
ther got in trouble in Iran because he dared to 
write that Iranians actually deserve freedom. 
He wrote that every man should be able to 
have a say in who governs them. This simple 
idea is the very foundation on which our great 
Nation was built and the fundamental, uni-
versal human right of all mankind. But the tiny 
tyrant of Iran did not like that. He saw Mr. 
Abbasi as a threat to his power. 

The regime, having tasted power, is doing 
whatever it can to keep it. That includes im-
prisoning, torturing, and murdering anyone 
who so dares speak against it. But these are 
desperate actions from a desperate regime. 
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