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thick white smoke billowing from a nearby 
motel roof. He quickly headed to the building 
in hopes of capturing some news photos when 
he realized no one else was aware of the 
blaze. At that point, he alerted the motel man-
ager, sounded the fire alarm and sprinted up-
stairs to awake the motel guests. At one point 
the flames reached 40 feet in the air, yet Mr. 
Mercer continued to knock on doors. 

Fire and police soon arrived and the motel 
was fully evacuated avoiding any injuries in 
the fire. The motel owner credited Mr. Mercer 
with saving lives and helping to prevent further 
damage to the building. 

For his heroic action, Mr. Mercer was pre-
sented the Citizen Valor Award by the Mobile 
Fire-Rescue Department. Additionally, he was 
given the National Press Photographers Asso-
ciation’s Humanitarian Award. 

A recent Press-Register editorial honoring 
Mr. Mercer said it best: ‘‘These days, the title 
‘hero’ is tossed about too casually and too 
often. However, we consider it fitting in this 
case. John David Mercer is a hero because 
he got into the game when he didn’t have to, 
and because he placed the welfare of others 
above his own without being asked.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to add my voice to 
those who have praised Mr. Mercer’s selfless 
act on that early December morning. He truly 
deserves to be called a hero. 
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FULL-YEAR CONTINUING 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2011 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 15, 2011 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 1) making appro-
priations for the Department of Defense and 
the other departments and agencies of the 
Government for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2011, and for other purposes: 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Chair, I rise in support 
of the Department of Defense Mentor-Protégé 
Program. This successful program was cre-
ated in fiscal year 1990 to develop the tech-
nical capabilities of small disadvantaged busi-
nesses by allowing major contractors to trans-
fer and develop technology with them. The 
Mentor-Protégé Program has been essential 
to diversifying our defense supplier industrial 
base by expanding the number of qualified 
small businesses that can realistically compete 
for DOD contracts. 

Current estimates show that protégé busi-
nesses make up 12 percent of all small dis-
advantaged business awards from DOD. How-
ever, a sunset clause in the original bill set the 
program to expire in 2010, and language ex-
tending the authorization to 2015 was re-
moved from the FY11 National Defense Au-
thorization Act. At a time when our small busi-
nesses and defense industrial base are both 
struggling, this program, which has a success-
ful track record, is a critical tool for keeping 
our defense industrial base and our national 
security strong. I look forward to working with 
my colleagues in the House to ensure we re-
authorize this critical program in fiscal year 
2012. 

HONORING MR. AND MRS. 
WILFORD AND MARIE NORTON, 
COMMUNITY ACTIVISTS 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 16, 2011 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the late Mr. Wilford 
Norton, Sr., and Mrs. Marie Norton of Rolling 
Fork, MS, who were instrumental in the Civil 
Rights Movement during the origin of civil 
rights in Mississippi. Both Mr. and Mrs. Norton 
played significant roles in the success of voter 
registration and equality for local citizens in 
Sharkey County and surrounding counties. In 
1965–66, Mr. Wilford and Marie Norton 
worked hand in hand with the late Mr. Sidney 
Alexander, Sr. (who was a strong advocate for 
civil rights) and other brave and resilient citi-
zens to ensure all eligible and those that were 
of age were registered to vote. They spent 
many hours traveling throughout the counties 
visiting families to encourage them; this was 
during an era when many families were afraid 
of consequences and feared their safety. With 
much persuasion and long hours of labor, vot-
ers were registered. 

In 1964, Marie and Wilford Norton also as-
sisted in housing white students who traveled 
from Massachusetts and Ohio to assist the 
community in organizing the Head Start Pro-
gram and other community programs. During 
this time the Nortons resided at 507 Magnolia 
Street, a small house with only three bed-
rooms. The Norton children sacrificed their 
beds for the comfort of their guests. 

Shortly after the Massachusetts and Ohio 
visitors departed Rolling Fork, the Ku Klux 
Klan burned a cross in the center of the field 
that stood across the street from 507 Magnolia 
Street. During this time (1964 or 1965) the 
field was vacant with no houses. The burning 
cross was center field directly in front of the 
Norton’s home and center to the newly orga-
nized Head Start Center (Ms. Francis Alexan-
der’s home until her passing) adjacent to Mag-
nolia Street on Poplar Street. This did not 
deter the Nortons or the Alexanders in the 
cause for justice and equality; their will to end 
bigotry and injustice continued strong in both 
families. 

This was a time when some in the commu-
nity were making it known that they wanted an 
end to inequality and made a stand as they 
formed Picket Groups; the Norton and Alex-
ander children 10 years of age and above 
were taken out of school to assist in a week- 
long of picketing all local merchants in Rolling 
Fork; they were joined by a few other Rolling 
Fork families and families from surrounding 
counties. In 1966, two of the Norton girls were 
amongst the first to integrate the former Field-
ing L. Wright School (currently Rolling Fork 
High School) in Rolling Fork. Though this was 
not an easy transition for the participating Nor-
ton children and others, it was a sacrifice that 
families made to end segregation in the public 
school system. 

In 1963, Mr. Wilford Norton, Sr., joined Mr. 
Sydney Alexander, Sr., and a few other men 
of Rolling Fork, MS, with much support from 
their wives to participate in the March on 
Washington with Martin Luther King, Jr., that 
occurred on August 28, 1963, to rally for free-
dom, jobs, justice and equality for all at the 

Lincoln Memorial where Dr. King gave his 
awesome ‘‘I Have a Dream’’ speech. Mr. Nor-
ton could not have been any prouder when he 
returned to his family; he told of how this was 
one of the most incredible events and days of 
his life. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 16, 2011 

Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, I was un-
avoidably detained and so I missed rollcall 
vote No. 33 regarding H. Res. 72, ‘‘Directing 
certain standing committees to inventory and 
review existing, pending, and proposed regula-
tions and orders from agencies of the Federal 
Government, particularly with respect to their 
effect on jobs and economic growth.’’ Had I 
been present, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 
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FULL-YEAR CONTINUING 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2011 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 15, 2011 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 1) making appro-
priations for the Department of Defense and 
the other departments and agencies of the 
Government for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2011, and for other purposes: 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr. Chair-
man, I rise today in opposition to H.R. 1. 
While I agree with my Republican colleagues 
that we need to address our nation’s deficit, 
the budget cuts being proposed would do 
more harm than good for our economy. Spe-
cifically, the legislation’s cuts to science and 
technology research would impair our ability to 
compete globally. 

H.R. 1 would dramatically reduce invest-
ments in the Department of Energy’s Office of 
Science, the National Science Foundation 
(NSF) and the National Institute for Standards 
and Technology (NIST). These agencies con-
duct cutting-edge science and technology re-
search that keeps America innovative and 
competitive. The budget cuts will not only cre-
ate significant job losses today but also stag-
nate our economic growth in the future. 

As a resident of Silicon Valley, I know first-
hand what investments in science research 
and development can do for our economy, 
and I urge my colleagues to join me in oppos-
ing H.R. 1. 

f 

HONORING MR. ROBERT COTTON 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 16, 2011 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Mr. Robert L. Cotton 
of Sallis, Mississippi. Mr. Cotton has always 
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stood out as a community leader. In 1987 Mr. 
Cotton helped to build New Bethel M.B. 
Church. He established the Beat 4 Community 
Club and served as president for several 
years. Mr. Cotton has raised funds for different 
organizations. He is a strong supporter of the 
McAdams High School Football team. 

Under the leadership of Mr. Jerry Lewis, 
President of the NAACP Attala County Chap-
ter, Mr. Cotton is the leader in soliciting mem-
berships for the chapter. Mr. Cotton has 
worked diligently in the political arena, helping 
his community stay abreast of political issues. 
He has served as a Trustee of New Bethel 
M.B. Church for the past 30 years, where he 
has helped to secure needed funds for the 
Church’s many programs. Mr. Robert Cotton is 
a World War II Veteran and served 3 years 
and 8 months overseas. On November 10, 
2010, Mr. Cotton celebrated his 91st birthday. 

f 

FEBRUARY IS JEWISH DISABILITY 
AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 16, 2011 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Jewish Disability 
Network, a coalition of over 20 Jewish organi-
zations, for its advocacy on behalf of the rights 
of disabled Americans. This February marks 
the third Jewish Disability Awareness Month, 
organized to push for greater recognition of 
the needs and concerns of disabled Ameri-
cans. 

Jewish tradition recognizes the importance 
of inclusion and prizes the ability of every per-
son to participate fully in their community. 
Today, over fifty million Americans are living 
with a disability. Tragically, too many of them 
face barriers that lock them out of employ-
ment, housing, education, or health care. They 
are denied the opportunity to be productive 
and our society is denied the benefits of their 
abilities. 

Only 21 percent of people with disabilities 
are employed full or part-time. One in six peo-
ple with disabilities has not completed high 
school, 28 percent live in poverty, 19 percent 
have gone without needed health care at least 
once during the past year, and 34 percent lack 
access to adequate transportation. We are 
making progress through legislation like the 
Americans with Disabilities Act and the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act, and 
through continued investments in IDEA, job 
training, health care and technology assist-
ance. Those commitments must continue and 
we should reject budget cuts that would re-
verse the gains we have already made. 

We must strive for inclusion. A 2010 survey 
by the Kessler Foundation and the National 
Organization on Disability found people with 
disabilities are less likely to socialize with 
friends and family, to go to restaurants or to 
attend religious services on a regular basis. 
Jewish Disability Awareness Month seeks to 
focus on the barriers that create isolation and 
remove them. The Religious Action Center of 
Reform Judaism, a leader of the Jewish Dis-
ability Network, puts it this way: ‘‘Stumbling 
blocks come in many forms, from less-than- 
accessible buildings, Shabbat services, prayer 
books and web pages to health care that is 

harder to access or isn’t sufficient for people 
with disabilities. We are obligated to remove 
these stumbling blocks.’’ 

Jewish Disability Awareness Month is an 
opportunity not just to highlight problems but 
to promote solutions. Doing so is not that dif-
ficult, nor does it need to be costly. One-third 
of disabled workers can be accommodated for 
no cost, and 80 percent of job accommoda-
tions cost less than $500. The average added 
cost for homes built with accessibility features 
is between $100 and $600, while retrofitting a 
home can cost several thousand dollars. En-
actment of legislation like my Inclusive Home 
Design Act can help bring and keep people 
with disabilities in our communities. 

Today, the Jewish Disability Network will 
hold a Congressional briefing on ways to ex-
pand access to employment and education 
and protect the civil rights of the disabled. This 
month, congregations across the country will 
undertake activities to engage people with dis-
abilities in their communities: taking disabled 
seniors to a meal or museum, providing lunch 
and learning sessions for parents of disabled 
children, or helping young disabled adults de-
velop leadership skills in a social context. 
Throughout the year, the Jewish Disability 
Network works to put its principles of participa-
tion and inclusion into practice. 

I am proud of those efforts, and I encourage 
my colleagues to learn more about them. 
Again, I want to congratulate Rabbi Lynne 
Landsberg, senior adviser for disability issues 
at the Religious Action Center; David 
Feinman, senior legislative associate of the 
Jewish Federation of North America; and the 
many others who are leaders in this critical ini-
tiative. 
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FULL-YEAR CONTINUING 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2011 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 15, 2011 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 1) making appro-
priations for the Department of Defense and 
the other departments and agencies of the 
Government for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2011, and for other purposes: 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Chair, I 
would like to extend my sincere appreciation 
to Rep. HOLT, for serving as my designee, and 
offering Amendment No. 12 during consider-
ation of the Commerce Justice Science title of 
HR. 1. The amendment seeks to ensure that 
there is consistent funding included in the CR 
to implement the NICS Improvement Amend-
ments Act of 2007, which became law in Jan-
uary 2008. In addition, I would like to thank 
Rep. DINGELL for his unfailing support for 
NICS and support for this amendment. He has 
been a long time NRA member, and a long 
time supporter of responsible gun laws. 

The National Instant Criminal Background 
Check System, or ‘‘NICS’’, is a national data-
base system that keeps track of individuals 
disqualified under current law from purchasing 
and possessing firearms. The NICS Improve-
ment Amendments Act, signed into law in Jan-
uary 2008, requires all states to provide NICS 

with the relevant records needed to conduct 
effective background checks. 

The NICS Improvement Act provides grants 
to states and territories to update their records 
and transmit the records to the NICS data-
base. Since the law was enacted, several 
states have benefitted from the grant program 
including Nevada, Oregon, Idaho, Illinois, New 
Jersey, Texas, Wisconsin and my home state 
of New York. 

This law imposes no new restrictions on gun 
owners and does not infringe on the 2nd 
Amendment rights of law-abiding citizens. It 
simply makes improvements to a program that 
saves lives, and the bill was supported by the 
NRA. 

In FY11, the law was authorized at $375 
million, and the appropriation level was $20 
million in FY10 and carried into FY11 through 
the current CR. While I believe that this pro-
gram is a vital component in our fight against 
crime and should receive the fully authorized 
funding, I understand that tough decisions 
have to be made in this economic environ-
ment. That is why I am not seeking the fully 
authorized funding level, but instead am sim-
ply asking that we remain consistent and con-
tinue to fund the program at the FY10 level. 

We need to give this program a chance to 
work and provide adequate funding to ensure 
that NICS has up to date records. Millions of 
criminal records are currently missing from the 
databases that make up NICS due to funding 
restrictions and technology issues at the state 
level. As a result, people who should not be 
obtaining guns, do. 

This point is underscored by the cir-
cumstances surrounding the shootings at Vir-
ginia Tech. Under current law, the shooter in 
the Virginia Tech massacre should not have 
been able to purchase a firearm, but tragically 
he did. His information never made it into the 
national NICS system. He slipped through the 
cracks and he was able to purchase two 
handguns, and used them to brutally murder 
32 individuals. Sadly, this same scenario hap-
pens every day. 

The NICS Improvement Act has been effec-
tive. Since the NICS Improvement Act was 
signed into law, the number of state records of 
prohibited gun purchasers in the system has 
increased dramatically. According to Dept of 
Justice data, in Jan 2008 there were about 
402,000 disqualifying mental illness records 
submitted from the states and territories to 
NICS. In August 2010, that number had more 
than doubled with 930,000 records submitted. 
The National Center for State Courts estimate 
that more than 2 million disqualifying mental 
illness records should be in the NICS, based 
on responses from only 42 of 56 U.S. states 
and territories. 

Based on this data we are missing more 
than half of the records that should be in the 
NICS system. Clearly there is more work to be 
done and by continuing to fund this program 
at FY10 levels, we will continue the effort to 
keep guns out of the hands of people who 
should not have them. I urge my colleagues to 
support this amendment and express that it is 
the intent of Congress that funding for the 
NICS Improvement Amendments Act be main-
tained at the FY10 level. 
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