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San Jose State University in 1942, before get-
ting her Master’s degree from Stanford Univer-
sity in 1954. From there, Ann began her 40- 
year career as an educator on California’s 
Central Coast. In addition to teaching, Ann 
furthered her contribution to education through 
her role as principal at several schools includ-
ing Aptos Junior High, where she was the first 
female principal. She retired from the Pajaro 
Valley Unified School District in 1978. In 1999, 
Ann M. Soldo Elementary School was named 
in her honor. 

Ann was the epitome of public service in the 
Pajaro Valley. She became involved with her 
local government in 1979, when she was 
elected to the Watsonville City Council and 
appointed as Vice-Mayor. From 1983 to 1987, 
Ann served as the first female mayor of 
Watsonville. Moreover, she volunteered for nu-
merous community organizations, including 
the Salvation Army, YWCA, and the Pajaro 
Valley Historical Association. After the 1989 
Loma Prieta Earthquake, she co-chaired the 
fundraising drive to rebuild a local church and 
construction of the Henry Mello Center for the 
Performing Arts. 

Mr. Speaker, Ann Soldo was an inspiring 
leader to so many, a woman who dedicated 
herself to bettering her community. Ann was 
proud of her Croatian heritage and took com-
fort in calling the Pajaro Valley home. She 
was preceded in death by her husband An-
drew Soldo and is survived by her sister 
Grace Leavitt of Newport Beach, California 
and stepdaughter Mary Ann Jurchan of Colo-
rado. I know that I speak for the whole House 
in mourning the passing of this dedicated and 
loving woman. Her life was a gift to her com-
munity. 
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IN HONOR OF FIRE CHIEF KYLE D. 
KING FOR A LIFETIME OF COM-
MUNITY SERVICE 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 15, 2011 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Fire Chief Kyle D. King for his 
commitment to community service in Farmers 
Branch, Texas. Chief King retired from the 
City of Farmers Branch on December 31, 
2010, after completing 35 years of service. 

Chief King was born in Carnegie, Okla-
homa, attended Southwestern State Univer-
sity, and graduated from Oklahoma State Uni-
versity. After moving to Texas, he began his 
employment with the City of Farmers Branch 
as a Fire Inspector on January 1, 1976. He 
rose quickly, and was promoted to Fire Pro-
tection Safety Technician in 1979, Fire Mar-
shal in 1981, Chief Training Officer in 1985, 
and Fire Chief in 1991. 

As Fire Chief, Mr. King held certifications as 
an Instructor, Master Fire Inspector, Master 
Fire Fighter, Master Fire Investigator, and 
Master Peace Officer. He was a member of 
the Texas and International Fire Chiefs Asso-
ciation and is past President of the Dallas 
County Fire Chiefs Association. He has most 
recently served as Texas State Vice President 
of the Southwestern Fire Chiefs Association. 

Chief King has overseen the construction of 
several fire department buildings, including the 
Farmers Branch Fire Station No. 3 and the 

Bob Phelps Fire Administration Building. He 
also helped to set up the construction docu-
ments for new Fire Station No. 1. Additionally 
he has supervised the implementation of a 
mass casualty incident task force, the devel-
opment of an emergency management plan, 
initiation of the Citizens Fire Academy, and the 
beginning of the paramedic engine program. 
Other achievements for the department in-
clude receiving a Class 2 ISO rating, recogni-
tion for maintaining an outstanding cardiac 
save rate, and the maintenance of extremely 
low annual fire losses through innovative fire 
prevention programs. 

Beyond his work at the Fire Department, 
Chief King is active in his community. A Bap-
tist deacon for over 30 years, Chief King has 
held several leadership roles in First Baptist 
Carrollton, his home church. He is also a 
former Chaplain for Dallas North Gideons 
International and currently holds the position 
of Membership Chair. Additionally, he mentors 
middle school students through the Carrollton- 
Farmers Branch Independent School District. 

On behalf of the 24th Congressional District 
of Texas, I would like to thank Chief King for 
his exceptional career and community service 
contributions to the greater north Texas area. 
Because of his leadership and expertise, thou-
sands of residents in Farmers Branch receive 
vital services each year. I ask all my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in recognizing 
Chief King for his lifetime of community serv-
ice. 
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INTRODUCTION OF THE ‘‘SECURITY 
AND FAIRNESS ENHANCEMENT 
(SAFE) FOR AMERICA ACT’’ 

HON. BOB GOODLATTE 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 15, 2011 

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce the bipartisan ‘‘Security and Fair-
ness Enhancement (SAFE) for America Act.’’ 
This much-needed legislation eliminates the 
controversial visa lottery program, through 
which 50,000 aliens are chosen at random to 
come and live permanently in the United 
States based on pure luck. The visa lottery 
program threatens national security, results in 
the unfair administration of our Nation’s immi-
gration laws, and encourages a cottage indus-
try for fraudulent opportunists. 

Because winners of the visa lottery are cho-
sen at random, the visa lottery program pre-
sents a serious national security threat. A per-
fect example of the system gone awry is the 
case of Hesham Mohamed Ali Hedayet, the 
Egyptian national who killed two and wounded 
three during a shooting spree at Los Angeles 
International Airport in July of 2002. He was 
allowed to apply for lawful permanent resident 
status in 1997 because of his wife’s status as 
a visa lottery winner. 

The State Department’s Inspector General 
has even weighed in on the national security 
threat posed by the visa lottery program. Dur-
ing testimony before the House Committee on 
the Judiciary, the Office of Inspector General 
stated that the Office ‘‘continues to believe 
that the diversity visa program contains signifi-
cant risks to national security from hostile in-
telligence officers, criminals, and terrorists at-
tempting to use the program for entry into the 
United States as permanent residents.’’ 

Even if improvements were made to the 
visa lottery program, nothing would prevent 
terrorist organizations or foreign intelligence 
agencies from planting members in the U.S. 
by having those members apply for the pro-
gram. As long as those individuals do not 
have previous criminal backgrounds, these 
types of organized efforts would never be de-
tected, even if significant background checks 
and counter-fraud measures were enacted 
within the program. 

Usually, immigrant visas are issued to for-
eign nationals that have existing connections 
with family members lawfully residing in the 
United States or with U.S. employers. These 
types of relationships help ensure that immi-
grants entering our country have a stake in 
continuing America’s success and have need-
ed skills to contribute to our Nation’s econ-
omy. However, under the visa lottery program, 
visas are awarded to immigrants at random 
without meeting such criteria. 

In addition, the visa lottery program is unfair 
to immigrants who comply with the United 
States’ immigration laws. The visa lottery pro-
gram does not expressly prohibit illegal aliens 
from applying to receive visas through the pro-
gram. Thus, the program treats foreign nation-
als that comply with our laws the same as 
those that blatantly violate our laws. In addi-
tion, most family-sponsored immigrants cur-
rently face a wait of years to obtain visas, yet 
the lottery program pushes 50,000 random im-
migrants with no particular family ties, job 
skills or education ahead of these family and 
employer-sponsored immigrants each year 
with relatively no wait. This sends the wrong 
message to those who wish to enter our great 
country and to the international community as 
a whole. 

Furthermore, the visa lottery program is 
wrought with fraud. A report released by the 
Center for Immigration Studies states that it is 
commonplace for foreign nationals to apply for 
the lottery program multiple times using many 
different aliases. In addition, the visa lottery 
program has spawned a cottage industry fea-
turing sponsors in the U.S. who falsely prom-
ise success to applicants in exchange for 
large sums of money. Ill-informed foreign na-
tionals are willing to pay top dollar for the 
‘‘guarantee’’ of lawful permanent resident sta-
tus in the U.S. 

The State Department’s Office of Inspector 
General confirms these allegations of wide-
spread fraud in a September 2003 report. 
Specifically, the report states that the visa lot-
tery program is ‘‘subject to widespread abuse’’ 
and that ‘‘identity fraud is endemic, and fraud-
ulent documents are commonplace.’’ Further-
more, the report also reveals that the State 
Department found that 364,000 duplicate ap-
plications were detected in the 2003 visa lot-
tery alone. 

In addition, the visa lottery program is by its 
very nature discriminatory. The complex for-
mula for assigning visas under the program 
arbitrarily disqualifies natives from countries 
that send more than 50,000 immigrants to the 
U.S. within a five-year period, which excludes 
nationals from countries such as Brazil, Can-
ada, India, the Philippines and others. 

The visa lottery program represents what is 
wrong with our country’s immigration system. 
My legislation would eliminate the visa lottery 
program. The removal of this controversial 
program will help ensure our Nation’s security, 
make the administration of our immigration 
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laws more consistent and fair, and help re-
duce immigration fraud and opportunism. 
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HONORING FANNIE M. WHITE 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 15, 2011 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to honor Mrs. Fannie M. White, a life- 
long resident of Issaquena County. Fannie 
White was born on September 2, 1950, to Mr. 
Sidney and Marie Marshall, the seventh of 
nine children. She is a 1973 graduate of Mis-
sissippi Valley State University with a BS in 
Business Administration. She is retired from 
the Mississippi Department of Human Services 
after 28 years of service. She is married to 
Supervisor Larry White, who is also the assist-
ant pastor of Rose Hill M.B. Church in 
Mayersville, MS, and has one son, Tristan 
White, who is a student at Alcorn State Uni-
versity. 

Mrs. White has always had an interest in 
working with the youth in Issaquena County. 
Since the 1970’s, she has been very active in 
working with the youth in the church, putting 
on plays to celebrate different holidays. She is 
the Adult Sunday School teacher at St. Peter 
M.B. Church where she is a dedicated mem-
ber. She is also the founder and president of 
the Mayersville Youth Development Com-
mittee, and the director of the Mayersville Chil-
dren’s Village. Mrs. White has worked with 
these organizations for several years with 
such services as the Summer Feeding Pro-
gram, the After School Tutoring Program, as 
well as the Summer Enhancement Program. 
She enjoys summer activities with the chil-
dren, which consists of Summer Fun Days at 
the park, trips to educational museums such 
as the Civil Rights Museum in Memphis, TN, 
the Natural Science Museum, the Planetarium, 
and the Civil Rights Museum in Jackson, MS. 
Mrs. White is also instrumental in participating 
with St. Jude and Muscular Dystrophy Foun-
dation to help raise money for their organiza-
tions, also is an alderman for the town of 
Mayersville. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 15, 2011 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, on February 
14, 2011, I was unavoidably detained and was 
unable to record my vote for rollcall No. 35– 
37. Had I been present I would have voted: 
rollcall No. 35: ‘‘yes’’—On Motion to Recommit 
with Instructions; rollcall No. 36: ‘‘no’’—To ex-
tend expiring provisions of the USA PATRIOT 
Improvement and Reauthorization Act of 2005 
and Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Pre-
vention Act of 2004 relating to access to busi-
ness records, individual terrorists as agents of 
foreign powers, and roving wiretaps until De-
cember 8, 2011; rollcall No. 34: ‘‘yes’’—On 
Approving the Journal. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KAREN BASS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 15, 2011 

Ms. BASS of California. Mr. Speaker, on 
rollcall No. 36, had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘no.’’ 
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HONORING JESSIE PEARL WATT 
STEWART 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 15, 2011 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Ms. Jessie Pearl Watt 
Stewart. Jessie Pearl Watt Stewart is the 
eighth child of 12 born to the late Plummie 
and Cora Yates Watt in Grenada, Mississippi 
where she was reared. She attended the Gre-
nada Colored Public Elementary and High 
School where she received her high school di-
ploma. Upon graduation from high school, she 
matriculated in Mississippi Vocational College, 
now known as Mississippi Valley State Univer-
sity, where she earned a Bachelor of Science 
and a Master of Science Degree in Elemen-
tary Education. She also did further studies at 
Delta State University in Cleveland, Mis-
sissippi. 

It was at Mississippi Vocational College 
where she met and married the late Coach 
Conway Stewart, a native of Greenwood, Mis-
sissippi. To this union was given three beau-
tiful daughters, Rev. Cora Denise Stewart 
Lowe, Valeria Stewart Skinner Moses and Yo-
landa Yvetta Stewart Spinks. 

Jessie Stewart’s genuine love for children 
and people and her respect for education 
were the guiding forces that led her to a ca-
reer of teaching for more than 39 years in 
Indianola, Grenada, Leflore County and 
Greenwood Public Schools. Her dedication 
and commitment to the successful education 
for Black children and young adults of the cul-
tural, civic/moral development of Black women 
were her inspiration in teaching the whole 
child every facet of life. This was also instru-
mental in her organizing several young Black 
women organizations, a young men’s organi-
zation, Gentlemen of Quality for high school 
boys. She worked with junior and high school 
girls for more than 25 years as sponsor and 
counselor of a civic, social, cultural and edu-
cational club. She worked as counselor, advi-
sor and teacher of youth, and young adults, in 
the Mississippi State Baptist Congress of the 
Young People Department of Christian Edu-
cation for 10 years. Jessie’s love for God is 
evident having served at Jones Chapel Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, as assistant secretary 
for more than 40 years, President of the Mis-
sionary Society, Director of Christian Edu-
cation, Director of Baptist Training Union and 
Sunday school teacher. She has always ex-
emplified strong Christian faith and gives God 
all the praise for her successes. 

Her leadership ability is reflected in her 
service to the community, having served as 
President of The Rising Sun Community Orga-
nization, which has more than 300 residents, 
President of the Greenwood-Leflore Retired 

Education Personnel Association, Past Presi-
dent of the Third District, City and local Fed-
eration of Colored Women Clubs Inc., An ac-
tive Silver Star of Kappa Alpha Omega Chap-
ter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority (AKA), Past 
President of the Cotillion Federation of Col-
ored Women’ Club, Board member of the Sal-
vation Army, originator and sponsor of orphan 
residents of local nursing homes. She is an 
active life and local member of Mississippi 
Valley State University Alumni Chapter and 
she has served on the United Way and Girl 
Scout Boards. 

She is the recipient of numerous plaques, 
awards and recognitions for work in the com-
munity, schools and churches. Teacher of the 
Year from Threadgill Elementary School 1978, 
Teacher of the Year Dickerson Elementary 
Schoo1 1991, 1993, 1994 and 1996. Employer 
of the Year for Greenwood City Schools 1995, 
A+ Teacher of the year 1992, Who’s Who 
Among American Teachers 1993, Community 
Services Award for volunteers, Wesley United 
Methodist Church 1997, 4–H Youth Volunteer 
Award 1993, Club Woman of the Year, Mis-
sissippi State Federation of Colored Women 
Third District, Cotillion Federated Club Woman 
of the Year and the Greenwood Common-
wealth Newspaper Unsung Hero 2004. 

She continues to work untiringly, teaching, 
mentoring, guiding and providing active partici-
pation in her church, The Greenwood-Leflore 
Retired Education Personnel Association, The 
Rising Sun Community Organization, AKA So-
rority, schools, nursing homes and wherever 
she is called. 

f 

UNITED STATES RELATIONSHIP 
WITH RUSSIA 

HON. DAVID DREIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 15, 2011 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, last month, The 
Economist exhorted Western Leaders to more 
openly and consistently criticize Russia for its 
sham democracy, its brutal treatment of 
human rights activists and political dissidents, 
and its utter disregard for the rule of law. It 
was a challenge that should be taken seri-
ously. 

Our approach to Russia has been charac-
terized, paradoxically, by a failure to be both 
sufficiently pragmatic and sufficiently idealistic 
at the same time. 

Russia is a key international player with 
whom we must engage. That’s undeniable. It 
is a permanent member of the Security Coun-
cil. It is a key actor in any united international 
effort to contain Iran’s nuclear ambitions. It ex-
erts great influence in regions, such as Central 
Asia, with implications for our struggle against 
violent extremism in Afghanistan and else-
where. Keeping our engagement with Russia 
as constructive and effective as possible is es-
sential to pursuing our vital national security 
interests. 

But this reality cannot preclude our commit-
ment to promote democracy around the globe 
and condemn those who brutally suppress it. 
We must stand up for human rights and the 
rule of law, even when—especially when— 
they are undermined by major international 
players. We cannot remain silent when jour-
nalists and activists are killed or savagely 
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