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trimmings such as mashed potatoes and 
pumpkin pie to celebrate the Thanksgiving hol-
iday. They will tell stories, laugh and enjoy 
conversation with their loved ones. But there 
are other homes around the nation where the 
dining room table will be accompanied by an 
empty chair. In that chair once sat a husband, 
father, brother, sister, son or daughter. It sat 
a graduate, a friend and a United States war-
rior. It is now an empty reminder of a coura-
geous American hero who gave his or her life 
for this country. Today we say a prayer for 
those families with the empty seat at the table, 
and we thank them for their sacrifice to this 
country. At Thanksgiving, Americans must be 
thankful for the heroes—and the families that 
they leave behind—that volunteer to fight 365 
days of the year all across the world so that 
the rest of us can be free. 

Thanksgiving is about more than a turkey 
and sitting around a dinner table. It is about 
giving thanks to God for all of the blessings 
we enjoy, including our troops and our free-
dom. 

Where did Thanksgiving come from? In 
1620, the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock in 
Plymouth, Massachusetts. Fleeing religious 
persecution, they vowed to make a better life 
for all in North America. The Pilgrims, unac-
customed to the Massachusetts winter, would 
not have survived their first winter without the 
help of the Indians, who brought them food, 
saving them from starvation. During the fol-
lowing year, the Pilgrims’ conditions improved 
in Massachusetts, leading to a productive har-
vest season. To celebrate and give thanks to 
God for the harvest, the Pilgrims invited the 
Indians who had helped them the previous 
winter, and held a three-day feast. This feast 
was the birth of what is today known as 
Thanksgiving. 

A common misconception about Thanks-
giving is that it was annually celebrated fol-
lowing 1621. Actually, for the next 150 years, 
the American colonists would only celebrate 
Thanksgiving when there was cause to do so. 
In 1789, President George Washington de-
clared a National Day of Thanksgiving for the 
American colonists. In his Presidential Procla-
mation, Washington stated: ‘‘It is the duty of 
all nations to acknowledge the Providence of 
Almighty God . . . to be grateful for His bene-
fits, and to (request) his protection and favor. 
I, President Washington, recommend to the 
people of the United States, a day of public 
thanksgiving and prayer . . . to show the 
many favors of the Almighty and especially the 
opportunity for this form of government.’’ 

President Washington’s belief in a National 
Day of Thanksgiving was not widely agreed 
upon or accepted throughout the colonies. For 
the next 70 years, a day of Thanksgiving was 
not routinely held. During the early 1800s, 
however, a female magazine editor named 
Sarah Josepha Hale began a 40-year cam-
paign to institute a National Day of Thanks-
giving. In November 1863, President Abraham 
Lincoln, agreeing with Sarah Hale, proclaimed 
a National Day of Thanksgiving for the last 
Thursday in November. Thus began the tradi-
tion of Thanksgiving Day. But, it was not until 
1941, under President Franklin Delano Roo-
sevelt, that Thanksgiving was declared an offi-
cial national holiday by Congress. 

No matter what Thanksgiving traditions have 
been enacted since Thanksgiving Day was 
first declared in 1863, and officially recognized 
a national holiday in 1941, Thanksgiving has 

always been about giving thanks to God for 
what we have and thinking of others who may 
not have what we do. This Thanksgiving Day, 
I invite this great nation to not lose sight of the 
true meaning of Thanksgiving and to do as the 
Pilgrims did before us: Offer a prayer of 
thanks to God for all of the gifts that he has 
bestowed. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. VICKY HARTZLER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2011 

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, on Thurs-
day, December 1, I was unable to vote due to 
a conflicting obligation in my district. Had I 
been present, I would have voted as follows: 

On rollcall No. 872, ‘‘nay’’; 
On rollcall No. 873, ‘‘aye’’; 
On rollcall No. 874, ‘‘no’’; 
On rollcall No. 875, ‘‘no’’; 
On rollcall No. 876, ‘‘no’’; 
On rollcall No. 877, ‘‘no’’; 
On rollcall No. 878, ‘‘no’’; 
On rollcall No. 879, ‘‘no’’; 
On rollcall No. 880, ‘‘aye’’; and 
On rollcall No. 881, ‘‘yea.’’ 
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OPPOSITION TO H.R. 3010 AND H.R. 
527 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2011 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to oppose H.R. 3010 and H.R. 527, bills that 
would create unnecessary requirements and 
hurdles to federal rulemaking. These bills seri-
ously hinder the ability of federal agencies to 
protect our public health, including the safety 
of our food, our drinking water, the toys our 
children play with, and the quality of the air we 
breathe. These bills would create excessive 
delays for important rules that help provide 
workplace safety, consumer protection, sup-
port for small businesses, and veterans’ as-
sistance. Both these bills would add a cost to 
the taxpayers—H.R. 3010 would impose enor-
mous costs by requiring a cost-benefit anal-
ysis of even the most minor of rules and CB0 
estimates H.R. 527 would cost $80 million just 
in the next few years. By expanding judicial 
review H.R. 3010 will favor well funded special 
interests, a blatant attempt to impede an 
agency’s factfinding process. Such processes 
will create greater and extended amounts of 
uncertainty, making it harder for businesses 
small and large to plan for the future. I urge 
my colleagues to vote No on these over-
reaching and onerous bills. 

f 

HONORING TONY STEWART 

HON. MIKE PENCE 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2011 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to congratu-
late one of Columbus, Indiana’s most famous 

sons, the 2011 NASCAR Sprint Cup Cham-
pion, Tony Stewart. Indiana has long been 
known as the world’s capital of auto racing 
and Hoosiers are proud of our home-grown 
NASCAR champ. 

In a season finale that went down to the last 
lap, Tony drove what he called the greatest 
race of his life. His victory at Homestead- 
Miami Speedway clinched the season cham-
pionship and cemented his status as one of 
stock car racing’s all-time greats. 

Tony’s racing career began like many other 
aspiring young racers—behind the wheel of a 
go-kart. In 1983, at the age of twelve, Tony 
won his first championship. By 1989, he had 
moved from go-karts to open-wheel machines 
and captured the National Midget champion-
ship in 1994. The next year, he won the 
United States Auto Club’s Triple Crown. In 
1996, Tony demonstrated his prowess for rac-
ing at the Brickyard by capturing Rookie of the 
Year honors at the Indianapolis 500 and fol-
lowed up with an IndyCar championship a 
year later. 

After becoming a full-time NASCAR driver in 
1999, Tony won three races en route to be-
coming NASCAR’s Rookie of the Year. Three 
seasons later, he won his first NASCAR 
championship. In 2005, Tony won the Brick-
yard 400 before a hometown crowd and went 
on later in the season to take his second title. 

The 2011 season will long be remembered 
for Tony’s historic run in the Chase for the 
Sprint Cup. As a testament to the tenacity and 
poise of the entire Stewart-Hass Racing team, 
Tony brought the number fourteen to victory 
lane in five of the ten races that make up the 
Chase. 

Mr. Speaker, Hoosier race fans like myself 
have come to know Tony Stewart as a tre-
mendous competitor. Whether he is racing the 
short tracks and dirt ovals all across Indiana, 
or at our famous Brickyard, Tony Stewart is a 
true champion. 
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ANNOUNCING RECIPIENTS OF THE 
INAUGURAL CONGRESSIONAL 
VETERAN COMMENDATION FOR 
THE THIRD DISTRICT OF 
TEXAS—PETER W. MALIK 

HON. SAM JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, December 2, 2011 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
it is a privilege to announce before my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives the names of eleven distin-
guished military veterans and community serv-
ants who call the Third District of Texas home. 
For their selfless service and dedication to 
their neighbors and nation, the following indi-
viduals have been selected as recipients of 
the inaugural Congressional Veteran Com-
mendation: 

Colonel Peter W. Malik of McKinney, Texas 
serves in the United States Army Reserve as 
Commander of the 90th Sustainment Brigade 
in Little Rock, Arkansas. Malik has deployed in 
support of both Operation Iraqi Freedom and 
Operation Enduring Freedom. He also pro-
vided critical logistical support for a rescue 
mission of American hostages in Colombia 
while assigned to U.S. Army South. 

During his 2005 tour of duty in Afghanistan, 
a volunteer assignment, Malik ran several 
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medical capability exercises which supported 
the local population by providing medical care. 
He also volunteered to assist as a Security 
Force ‘‘Officer in Charge’’ in the clearing of 
several Improvised Explosive Devices. His ac-
tions enabled the 504th Parachute Infantry 
Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division to execute 
their missions. 

As ever, Malik put his fellow soldiers’ safety 
first during an enemy attack on base. After a 
rocket hit the camp, Malik immediately began 
evacuating other Coalition Force members into 
a hardened shelter to protect them from addi-
tional strikes. Disregarding his own safety, 
Malik continued evacuation procedures as a 
second rocket landed nearby. Malik’s efforts 
undoubtedly saved lives. 

When stateside, Malik serves as an officer 
with the Dallas Police Department. He joined 
the force in 1989 and in the words of his su-
periors, ‘‘He has continually demonstrated the 
same professionalism and dedication to duty 
that exemplify his military career.’’ Colonel 
Malik has also been an invaluable volunteer 
for numerous local organizations. These in-
clude Dallas Military Ball, Assist the Officer 
Foundation, Texas Special Olympics, and 
Fisher House. 

Therefore, it is my pleasure to name Peter 
W. Malik a recipient of the inaugural Congres-
sional Veteran Commendation for the Third 
District of Texas. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MS. DOROTHY MAE 
JORDAN FOR HER SERVICE TO 
THE COMMUNITY 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2011 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Ms. Dorothy Mae Jor-
dan. Ms. Jordan is the loving mother of five 
children. She has devoted much of her life to 
improving the lives of others and is a true 
friend to her community. 

Ms. Jordan is the epitome of selflessness. 
At the age of 50, she commits herself to the 
needs of others with little to no accolades. 
She silently sacrifices her time and resources 
to being a reliable, caring, and passionate 
friend for those in need. Ms. Jordan is a bea-
con of hope and inspiration to those she en-
counters. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my col-
leagues join me in recognizing Ms. Dorothy 
Jordan for her steadfast devotion in serving 
and giving back to her community. 
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AMERICANS NEED A HEALTHCARE 
RULING ACT—INTRODUCTORY 
STATEMENT 

HON. LEONARD LANCE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2011 

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, the United States 
Supreme Court’s recent decision to hear argu-
ments on the fate of President Obama’s Af-
fordable Care Act sets the stage for an impor-
tant ruling next summer that I believe will bring 
much-needed regulatory certainty to our econ-
omy. 

However an obscure tax provision enacted 
into law by Congress in 1867 could delay a 
final ruling on the constitutionality of health 
care reform until 2015. 

The court agreed to consider four key ques-
tions concerning the constitutionality of the 
health care law including whether Congress 
had the authority to require individuals to buy 
health insurance by 2014 or pay a tax penalty. 

Legal scholars differ over whether the health 
care law adds a ‘‘tax’’ for those who lack in-
surance or instead imposes a ‘‘penalty’’ that 
must be paid to the Internal Revenue Service. 

Yet under a law known as the Anti-Injunc-
tion Act of 1867, judges are barred from de-
ciding on tax cases until the tax has been 
paid. Therefore if the justices find themselves 
closely divided on the issue the court could in-
voke the Anti-Injunction Act and put off a deci-
sion until 2015, when the first taxpayer pays a 
penalty for not having insurance. 

Waiting for a decision on the constitu-
tionality of the health care law until 2015 could 
be disastrous for U.S. businesses and our 
economy by continuing to deny regulatory cer-
tainty in this area. 

That is why today I am introducing the 
Americans Need a Healthcare Ruling Act. This 
legislation would waive the Anti-Injunction Act 
as it applies to the Affordable Care Act. Pas-
sage of this bill will help ensure a decision on 
the issue next year. 

f 

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 2, 2011 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the following law enforcement officers 
who have been honored by the Horse Shoe 
Curve Benevolent Association for their service 
to their communities and continued willingness 
to put their lives on the line to protect public 
safety. 

Virginia State Police Trooper Pamela M. 
Neff serves the citizens of Clarke, Frederick, 
and Warren counties. Trooper Neff has done 
an outstanding job of removing intoxicated 
drivers from the road during her tenure with 
the force and has receive much notoriety for 
her efforts. Trooper Neff has also provided in-
valuable guidance and instruction to newer 
troopers and has consistently made sound de-
cisions with regard to violations enforcement. 
Furthermore, her excellent investigative skills 
and her knowledge of the laws of Virginia en-
hance her ability to effectively communicate 
with the community. 

Virginia State Police Trooper Daniel J. Scott 
serves the citizens of Frederick County. 
Trooper Scott has served the Virginia Depart-
ment of State Police as a trooper, breach al-
cohol operator and field training officer. Troop-
er Scott provides critical guidance to less sea-
soned troopers. In addition, his investigative 
skills have also been recognized by his fellow 
officers. Trooper Scott’s service to the commu-
nity is a true testament to his dedication to this 
important work. 

Correctional Officer Franklin D. Garris Jr. 
serves as a housing unit security officer with 
the Northwestern Regional Adult Detention 
Center. Officer Garris is responsible for more 

than 50 inmates on a regular basis. Over the 
past several years, Officer Garris has dem-
onstrated himself to be among the most dis-
ciplined and conscientious officers on the staff 
and has been serving as a field training offi-
cer. Officer Garris has performed superbly and 
is recognized by his peers as an exceptional 
officer whose dedication is unmatched. 

Officer Stephen Hossack serves the Mount 
Weather Police Department. Officer Hossack 
is a knowledgeable and professional police of-
ficer, displaying a strong dedication to the mis-
sion. Officer Hossak’s contributions to the de-
partment’s explosive K–9 program have en-
abled its teams to improve critical training. Of-
ficer Hossack is well informed and has the 
knowledge and skill to handle this complex 
work. 

Edgar Allen Sibert serves as a lieutenant in 
the Frederick County Sheriff’s Office. Lt. Sibert 
also serves as the north end team leader of 
the Northeast Regional Drug and Gang Task 
Force, where he supervises undercover inves-
tigators assigned from Winchester, Frederick, 
and Clarke counties. A majority of Lt. ‘‘Big Al’’ 
Sibert’s career has involved working with drug 
investigations. Lt. Sibert has shown out-
standing dedication to the citizens he serves. 
These qualities make him an outstanding offi-
cer. 

Detective Lisa Hyde serves the Winchester 
Police Department. Detective Hyde has been 
instrumental in the development, implementa-
tion and successful completion of the Win-
chester Police Department’s Timbrook Youth 
Reporting Center. Detective Hyde has de-
signed and implemented the standard oper-
ating procedures for the programs. Detective 
Hyde has an undeniable love for the commu-
nity’s youth and this is reflected in her ability 
to carry out such a long and painstaking proc-
ess as the development of the Timbrook 
Youth Reporting Center. In addition to main-
taining this program, Detective Hyde also 
manages a criminal case load as a Win-
chester Police Department Detective and 
serves as a team leader on the Winchester 
Police Department’s Crisis Intervention Team. 

Deputy Allen Mason serves the Clarke 
County Sheriff’s Office. Deputy Mason began 
working for the sheriff’s office in communica-
tions and has advanced to the rank of deputy. 
Deputy Mason has also worked as a school 
resource officer. Recently, Deputy Mason re-
sponded to a call regarding an elderly lady 
wandering around a rural area of the county. 
He was able to find and return the lady to the 
safety of her family who expressed deep ap-
preciation for Deputy Mason’s kindness and 
professionalism. 

Corporal Tim Bristol serves the Berryville 
Police Department. Corporal Bristol has taken 
an active leadership role within the department 
and constantly looks for ways to improve and 
motivate members of the department. Corporal 
Bristol has been involved in the reorganization 
of the department’s field training program and 
worked tirelessly to make sure those coming 
into the department are professionally 
mentored and equipped with the tools and re-
sources necessary. 

Deputy Steve Alger serves the Winchester 
Sheriff’s Office. In August 2010 Deputy Alger 
was assisting mall security apprehend several 
subjects who had repeatedly stolen comforters 
and home furnishings when a fight began. The 
subject was able to climb into a vehicle and 
when Deputy Alger continued his pursuit, he 
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