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transition to Boy Scouts during a ceremony 
this evening. Each of those boys has earned 
the Arrow of Light award. 

Following this ceremony, the number of 
boys in Troop 1818 will be 18, which in Jewish 
tradition corresponds to life. Troop 1818, 
which is only three years old, has emerged as 
an important force in the lives of these young 
boys. Troop 1818 provides opportunities to 
build lifelong skills and values and to make 
lasting friendships through weekly activities 
and a variety of outdoor programs. The boys 
have a chance to earn merit badges in such 
diverse areas as engineering, camping, 
orienteering, nuclear science, and first aid. 
This past year, boys from Troop 1818 got to 
learn CPR, build and sleep in a snow igloo, 
and attend the 100th anniversary National 
Jamboree with Scouts from around the coun-
try and world. 

Troop 1818 currently includes Benjy Acker-
man, Max Chernys, Jamie Frame, Josh Hone, 
Casey Lamar, Ezra Lapidus, Levi Meerovich, 
Josh Rutzick, Sam Rutzick, Ezra Postelnek, 
Yosef Postelnek, and Zach Watts. These boys 
have made significant accomplishments over 
the past year—earning merit badges and mul-
tiple rank advancements—which they will re-
ceive at their semi-annual Court of Honor this 
weekend. 

Finally, I’d like to also recognize Robert 
Book, who founded Troop 1818 and currently 
serves as Committee Chair for Pack 1818. An 
Eagle Scout himself, Robert is being recog-
nized this weekend for his accomplishments 
by being presented with the Shofar Award. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues join me in 
congratulating these scouts and also in thank-
ing the troop leaders, parents and families for 
their dedication to our youth. 
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CONGRATULATING MS. BARBARA 
ALLEN AS A WINNER OF THIS 
YEAR’S PURPOSE PRIZE 

HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 11, 2011 

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and congratulate Ms. Barbara Allen 
on the occasion of being named as a winner 
of the Purpose Prize. Ms. Allen was selected 
from over 1,000 applicants for her work raising 
funds for public school art programs. 

The Purpose Prize is an award given by 
Civic Ventures, a think-tank that focuses on 
work and social purpose. For the past five 
years the purpose prize has been given to 10 
people, all age 60 and over, who have devel-
oped new ways to solve social problems. As 
individuals who have completed their mid-life 
careers, the winners of the purpose prize have 
all shown that social innovation is not the sole 
province of the young. Civic Ventures consid-
ered the Purpose Prize to be not a lifetime 
achievement award, but an investment in the 
future of the winner. 

Ms. Allen has won this award through her 
laudable efforts to maintain the arts in public 
schools. She is the founder and CEO of Fresh 
Artists, a nonprofit that has raised more than 
$100,000 benefiting 272 Philadelphia public 
schools to the enrichment of over 53,000 chil-
dren. Fresh Artists utilizes the creativity of our 
students to achieve the goal of funding the art 

programs that can help more students harness 
their own creativity. The organization invites 
students in grades K through 12 to donate 
their artwork to be used in large-scale repro-
ductions. Fresh Artists then collects monetary 
donations from businesses and organizations 
who display the artwork in their buildings. The 
donations are then used to buy art supplies for 
Philadelphia’s most under-resourced public 
schools. Since its founding in 2008, Fresh Art-
ists has installed nearly 600 reproductions. 
Barbara Allen’s vision and dedication to the 
arts have provided students with an oppor-
tunity to not only have their work displayed, 
but also to have their work contribute to the 
purchase of supplies that allow other students 
to produce further works of art. 

I ask that my colleagues join me in con-
gratulating Ms. Allen on this momentous occa-
sion. Her dedication to the art will ensure that 
the students of Philadelphia’s public schools 
continue to have access to the supplies that 
will allow them to fully realize their creative po-
tential. 
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TRIBUTE TO MR. CHARLIE 
BURRELL 

HON. DIANA DeGETTE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 11, 2011 

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the extraordinary life and exceptional 
accomplishments of Mr. Charlie Burrell, known 
internationally as ‘‘the Jackie Robinson of 
classical music’’ and the ‘‘titan of the classical 
and jazz bass,’’ on the occasion of the cele-
bration of his 90th birthday. 

Charlie was born in Toledo, Ohio, in 1922, 
and raised in Detroit, Michigan. An acclaimed 
contrabass player, he was one of the first Afri-
can-American musicians to break the color 
barrier of a major U.S. symphony. Honored by 
the Alphonse Robinson African-American 
Music Association for his invaluable contribu-
tions, he has received accolades from his col-
leagues for having opened the door for other 
African-American musicians by demonstrating 
that they did not have to be relegated to 
stereotypical musical styles. 

Charlie began the pursuit of a musical ca-
reer at an early age at the encouragement of 
his mother. A chance hearing of a perform-
ance of the San Francisco Symphony led to 
his desire to become the first African-Amer-
ican musician to perform with the company— 
a dream he would realize twenty-eight years 
later. 

Although a dedicated student of classical 
music, Charlie and his friends embraced jazz 
music and practiced it whenever possible. At 
seventeen, Charlie was even asked to join the 
Lionel Hampton Big Band, affording him the 
opportunity to travel the country with some of 
the jazz greats of the time. Upon graduation 
from Cass Technical High School in Detroit, 
then one of the most prestigious music 
schools in the nation, Charlie saw his class-
mates move directly into professional sym-
phonies, while he was unable to because of 
the color of his skin. But that never deterred 
his resolve to play. 

In 1941, he attended the New England Con-
servatory of Music and then joined the Navy 
where he was stationed at the Great Lakes 

Naval Base outside Chicago. There, he was 
selected to join the first-ever all-Black Navy 
band, a recruiting device the Navy developed 
to encourage African-American enlistment. 
Following his honorable discharge from the 
Navy, he attended Wayne State University 
with an eye towards teaching music in the 
public schools. At the time of his graduation, 
he once again faced the challenge of discrimi-
nation when was told by the administrator of 
music for the Detroit School System there 
would be no African-American music teachers 
in their schools. 

But Charlie continued to pursue his dreams. 
After he was turned down for auditions with 
four different companies, he moved to Denver, 
Colorado, where he worked at Fitzsimons 
Army Hospital and enrolled in the University of 
Denver to earn his teaching certificate. He 
later taught for the Denver Public Schools. A 
chance meeting with John VanBuskirk, the 
lead bass player with the Denver Symphony, 
led to an audition with the company. Charlie 
broke through the color barrier of the time to 
become the first African-American musician to 
join the Denver Symphony Orchestra. 

And in 1959, realizing his childhood dream, 
Charlie Burrell went on to become the first Af-
rican-American musician to ever play in the 
San Francisco Symphony. During his five-and- 
a-half year stay in San Francisco, he also be-
came the first African-American to play with 
the San Francisco Opera and the San Fran-
cisco Ballet orchestras, and the first African- 
American professor at the San Francisco Con-
servatory of Music. 

Upon arriving back in Denver, he was hired 
again by the Denver Symphony Orchestra 
where he performed for more than thirty years. 
Whenever top jazz musicians performed in 
Denver, Charlie was often called on to play 
with them. 

During his lifetime Charlie has mentored 
and performed with many musicians. He has 
played with nearly all of the great names in 
the jazz world: jazz bass great Milt Hinton; 
jazz stride pianist Fats Waller; Lionel Hamp-
ton; jazz trumpeter Clark Terry; bassist Major 
Holley; and jazz trombonist Al Grey. One of 
his favorite vocalists was the late Billie 
Holliday. He is especially proud of his cousin, 
the renowned pianist George Duke, and his 
two-time Grammy award-winning niece, jazz 
vocalist Dianne Reeves, both of whom he 
taught and mentored. 

On a personal note, Charlie played bass in 
a jazz trio founded by my uncle Al Rose. The 
Al Rose Trio became the first racially inte-
grated jazz group in Denver, and when my 
uncle passed, Charlie asked me if he could be 
my Honorary Uncle—which he is to this day. 

Retired from the Denver Symphony Orches-
tra since 1999, Charlie continues to be an ac-
tive member of the community, on occasion 
playing his bass with his Cousin Purnell 
Steen’s swing quartet. A comment he made 
during a PBS ‘‘Special Jazz in Five Points’’ 
broadcast best sums up his life, ‘‘Music is my 
great love affair, and, in fact, it is my first, and 
always has been, my first.’’ 

Charlie has been and continues to be an in-
spiration to musicians young and old all 
across our country, but we in Denver are in-
credibly blessed and proud to call him one of 
our own. I join all my constituents in wishing 
Charlie a very happy birthday and congratu-
lating him for his lifetime of achievement. 
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HONORING PRESIDENT RONALD 

WILSON REAGAN 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MIKE PENCE 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 9, 2011 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, on February 6, 
1911, America’s fortieth president was born in 
a small midwestern town. A century later, we 
remember Ronald Wilson Reagan as a great 
man and a great leader who personified and 
advanced the highest ideals of the American 
people at home and abroad. He may have 
started his life with a humble beginning in 
America’s heartland, but at a time when Amer-
ica longed for leadership, he answered the call 
to service. 

After eight years of his presidency, the com-
munism of Soviet Russia was collapsing, the 
American military was rebuilt, the nation’s 
economy restored and its moral fabric re-
newed. As he said himself, President Reagan 
left America ‘‘more prosperous, more secure, 
and happier than it was eight years earlier.’’ 

Many will remember him as the Great Com-
municator. But as the President said many 
times, he was not a great communicator; he 
communicated great things. He communicated 
the traditional American values anchored by 
his profound Christian faith. 

His ideas were simple, straightforward and 
distinctly American. President Reagan be-
lieved that freedom depended on limited gov-
ernment. He fiercely advanced the principles 
of less government, less taxes, a strong de-
fense and a commitment to traditional moral 
values. 

Mr. Speaker, like many Americans, Presi-
dent Reagan changed the course of my life. I 
had the honor of meeting him in the summer 
of 1988 as a candidate for Congress. Deter-
mined to say something of great meaning to 
him, I looked the President in the eye and 
thanked him for all he had done to inspire my 
generation to believe in American again. He 
responded with characteristic humility by say-
ing that ‘‘the American people decided it was 
time to right the ship, and I was just the cap-
tain they put on the bridge when they did it.’’ 

In the midst of his extraordinary gifts, Ron-
ald Reagan was a deeply humble man who 
believed in God and the American people with 
an unshakable faith. He also was able to find 
inspiration in his beloved Rancho del Cielo. 
When I had the opportunity to visit the ranch, 
I immediately understood why President 
Reagan found solace in its beauty. He spent 
many a day working at the ranch, and it is not 
difficult to believe that he contemplated many 
important decisions while clearing brush, fixing 
fences and breaking new trails in his jeep. The 
Young America’s Foundation has since taken 
responsibility of the ranch, and I commend 
them for preserving this significant part of 
Ronald Reagan’s legacy. 

In his Farewell Address to the nation, Presi-
dent Reagan spoke poignantly of the distance 
that high office can place between the servant 
and the served. 

He said, ‘‘One of the things about the presi-
dency is that you’re always somewhat apart. 
You spend a lot of time going by too fast in 
a car someone else is driving, and seeing the 
people through tinted glass—the parents hold-
ing up a child, and the wave you saw too late 

and couldn’t return. And so many times I 
wanted to stop and reach out from behind the 
glass, and connect.’’ 

Well, Mr. Speaker, one hundred years after 
his birth and two decades after he left public 
service, the American people are still con-
nected to President Ronald Reagan’s Amer-
ican ideals and values, which endure to this 
day. 
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HONORING LELA DUFFEL MORRIS 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 11, 2011 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the extraordinary life of Mrs. 
Lela Duffel Morris, the first African-American 
graduate with a Bachelor of Science in Nurs-
ing at the University of Washington, a career 
nurse, and a trailblazer in the field of occupa-
tional and public health. Mrs. Morris and her 
husband of 62 years, Dr. Walter Morris, have 
been stalwart members of the Bay Area com-
munity for decades. A loving wife, mother, 
grandmother, friend and colleague, Mrs. Lela 
Morris will be forever remembered for her 
warmth and compassion. With her passing on 
February 1, 2011, we are reminded of her 
life’s journey and the joyful legacy she in-
spired. 

Lela Duffel Morris was born on April 23, 
1927, and was the youngest of Thomas Duffel 
and Harriett Jones Duffel’s 12 children. Just 
before Lela’s birth, the family relocated from 
the state of Louisiana to Beaumont, Texas. 
And, not long after Lela was born, her mother 
passed away. As the family struggled through 
the heights of the depression, Lela was shel-
tered from hardship and nurtured by her father 
and siblings. 

In the fall of 1945, she enrolled in the 
School of Nursing at the University of Wash-
ington (UW), becoming the first African Amer-
ican to be admitted, and later, graduate from 
the nursing program. Mrs. Morris’ subsequent 
career in public health began in the District of 
Columbia, where she saw a need for regula-
tion and advocacy in occupational and envi-
ronmental health issues. 

At a time when workers were far too often 
exposed to hazardous workplace conditions, 
Mrs. Morris became founding director of con-
tinuing education for the Northern California 
Occupational Health Center, a division of the 
National Institute for Occupational Safety and 
Health. 

In her over 50-year career, Mrs. Morris re-
ceived many accolades, including the 2001 
Distinguished Alumna Award from the UW 
School of Nursing and the Alumni Advisory 
Council, as well as special recognitions from 
the Northern California Public Health Associa-
tion, the American Lung Association, the Gold-
en State Medical Association and the Amer-
ican Cancer Society. 

In the midst of her career and raising four 
children, Mrs. Morris received a Master of 
Public Health degree from the University of 
California, Berkeley. She also taught college 
health education courses and served as guest 
editor of the American Association of Occupa-
tional Health Nurses Journal. She was an ac-
tive volunteer with community organizations, 
such as the Oakland Bay Area Chapter of The 

Links, Inc., Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, and 
the Auxiliaries of the National, Golden State 
and Sinkler-Miller Medical Associations. 

On a personal level, I will always remember 
Mrs. Morris’ gentle and kind spirit, but also her 
strength and brilliance. Her smile lifted my 
spirits, and she always offered a word of en-
couragement. She and her husband, Dr. Mor-
ris, were my early supporters when I first ran 
for public office in 1989. They consistently 
supported me throughout my many cam-
paigns. And for that, I am deeply grateful. 

Today, California’s 9th Congressional Dis-
trict salutes and honors a wonderful human 
being, Mrs. Lela Duffel Morris. The contribu-
tions she made to others throughout her life 
are countless and precious. Our community is 
indebted to her work with East Bay organiza-
tions and to her many civic contributions over 
the years. My thoughts are with Dr. Walter 
Morris, his family, and Lela’s extended group 
of loved ones as we celebrate her incredible 
life. May her soul rest in peace. 

f 

TRIBUTE CELEBRATING THE CEN-
TENNIAL OF THE CITY OF 
EAGLE POINT, OREGON 

HON. GREG WALDEN 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, February 11, 2011 

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker and colleagues, 
I rise today to mark the centennial of the City 
of Eagle Point, Oregon. Eagle Point was 
named for a prominent rocky cliff east of town 
that was a popular nesting place for eagles. 

Today Eagle Point is known as ‘‘The Gate-
way to the Lakes’’ as it sets the scene for 
tourists and other visitors traveling east to 
view Crater Lake and the majestic natural 
wonders of the southern Cascade Range. 

During the gold rush days of the 1850s—be-
fore it was even considered a ‘‘town’’—Eagle 
Point was known for its rich agricultural pro-
duction and became the ‘‘food basket’’ to the 
Rogue Valley. That regional importance was 
solidified in 1872 when the Snowy Butte Mill 
was built along the banks of the nearby Little 
Butte Creek. The grist mill quickly became an 
economic hub for the area. It is said that wag-
ons lined the road to the mill for miles waiting 
to have their grain ground into flour. In addi-
tion to local farmers, the mill was important to 
Native Americans, who traveled more than 90 
miles over the Old Military Trail from Fort 
Klamath to trade leather and berries for flour. 

It wasn’t until the Pacific & Eastern Railroad 
arrived in the early 1900s that a commercial 
district was established in Eagle Point, and as 
a result, the city became incorporated in 1911. 
As Eagle Point blossomed it became the 
home to three hotels, a livery stable, black-
smith shop, a few saloons, and some dance 
halls known for their ‘‘rowdy behavior and 
bootleggers.’’ Three of the original brick build-
ings which housed the bank, confectionary 
store and general store still stand and are now 
home to modern businesses. 

Eagle Point residents have gone to great 
lengths to preserve their history. In 1987, the 
citizens of Eagle Point relocated a queenpost 
truss covered bridge built in 1922 from Ante-
lope Creek and placed it across Little Butte 
Creek for children to cross as they make their 
way to and from school. In addition to the cov-
ered bridge, the Butte Creek Mill also serves 
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