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A TRIBUTE TO THERESA GRAHAM 

DEVORE 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 17, 2011 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Ms. Theresa Graham DeVore for her 
many accomplishments as a constituent in the 
10th congressional district of New York. 

Ms. DeVore was born on June 7, 1945. 
From an early age growing up in the Bedford 
Stuyvesant section of Brooklyn, NY, she de-
veloped a strong concern for her community. 
As a teenager she witnessed children, adults, 
and seniors who lost many opportunities for 
advancement because of a lack of information. 

Ms. DeVore began her career as a nursing 
assistant in the Brooklyn Veteran’s Administra-
tion Hospital, and was later promoted to clerk. 
It was during this work experience that she 
developed administrative skills. She was later 
reassigned and promoted to Supervisor of 
Medical Records in the Bronx Veteran’s Med-
ical Center. She received special recognition 
and monetary awards for implementing the 
first rotating file unit in the Bronx. 

Ms. DeVore is committed to doing all that 
she can through mentoring, support, and shar-
ing with children, adults, and especially sen-
iors the importance of education, and how to 
fulfill their purpose. She provides them with 
the skills, knowledge, and direction that con-
tribute to their growth and development. In ad-
dition to giving support, she respectfully chal-
lenges them to be accountable for choices 
and decisions that affect their lives. She is lov-
ingly known in the community as ‘‘Momma 
Tee.’’ 

Ms. DeVore’s professional experience in-
cludes: CEO and founder of Covenant of Faith 
Outreach, Inc (faith-based community initia-
tive) which has been in operation for 10 years, 
issuing referrals and resources to those in 
need of housing, and information on health 
issues that affect our community. Covenant of 
Faith Outreach continues to award scholar-
ships to students who are entering college for 
the first time and she conducts workshops on 
topics such as: ‘‘The Awareness of Single, 
Dating, & Marriage’’, ‘‘Mastering the Mysteries 
of Love’’, Grieving, Self-Esteem, tutoring and 
much more. 

Ms. DeVore volunteers as a Chaplain with 
the United Chaplain International Worldwide 
Outreach, Inc. She is a member of The Na-
tional Council of Negro Women; The Unity 
Democratic Club; The Women’s Federation for 
World Peace; American Clergy Leadership 
Conference; and the Global Peace Founda-
tion. Presently, she is completing her studies, 
and will graduate with a Master’s of Divinity 
degree in 2012. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to recognize Ms. 
Theresa DeVore for her resounding dedication 
to faith-based initiatives in the 10th congres-
sional district of New York. 

HONORING CHIEF RONALD 
HADDAD 

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 17, 2011 

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Mr. Ronald Haddad, Chief of Po-
lice in Dearborn, Michigan, for being named a 
Public Official of the Year by Governing Maga-
zine. As a resident of Dearborn, I can say that 
Chief Haddad is very deserving of this honor. 
His commitment to the safety of the residents 
of Dearborn and his emphasis on community 
policing is admirable and worthy of all of our 
praise. 

Chief Haddad is the first Arab-American po-
lice chief in the State of Michigan, and he is 
an excellent liaison with Dearborn’s large 
Arab-American community. The reforms he re-
cently spearheaded have turned the Dearborn 
Police Department into a model law enforce-
ment agency which other cities have sought to 
replicate. Specifically, the BRIDGES program, 
which entails regular meetings between lead-
ers of the Arab-American community and gov-
ernment officials, has done much to promote 
trust and understanding in Dearborn, as well 
as Southeastern Michigan as a whole. Due to 
the good efforts and hard work of Chief 
Haddad and the entire Dearborn Police De-
partment, Michigan’s 15th Congressional Dis-
trict is a better place to live and work. 

We all owe Chief Haddad an enormous debt 
of gratitude for his leadership and contribu-
tions to our society. Governing Magazine was 
very wise in choosing Chief Haddad as one of 
their honorees. I wish him all the best of luck 
in the future, and I am proud to represent 
Chief Ronald Haddad in the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

f 

IN HONOR OF ARMY SPECIALIST 
SARINA BUTCHER 

HON. MIKE ROSS 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 17, 2011 

Mr. ROSS of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor an exceptional soldier and a 
true American hero who died in service to this 
great country. On November 1, 2011, U.S. 
Army Specialist Sarina N. Butcher was killed 
at the age of 19 years old in Paktia Province, 
Afghanistan, in support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom. According to initial reports, Spe-
cialist Butcher died of injuries sustained when 
an improvised explosive device detonated 
near her military vehicle. 

Specialist Butcher was born in Crossett, Ar-
kansas, and spent many of her childhood 
years in southern Arkansas, where much of 
her family still lives today. Specialist Butcher 
eventually moved to Oklahoma, where she 
graduated high school and eventually joined 
the Oklahoma National Guard. At the time of 
her death, she was assigned to F Company, 
700th Brigade Support Battalion, 45th Infantry 
Brigade Combat Team, Army National Guard, 
based in Tulsa, Okla. 

We now know that Specialist Butcher was 
the first female and youngest Oklahoma Na-
tional Guard soldier killed since the wars in 

Iraq & Afghanistan began, but she will be re-
membered for much more than that. She will 
be remembered as an outstanding soldier. In 
fact, soon after her death, Private First Class 
Butcher was posthumously promoted to Spe-
cialist Butcher. She also earned a National 
Defense Service Medal, Army Service Ribbon, 
Oklahoma Good Conduct Medal, Bronze Star 
and Purple Heart all at the age of 19. 

Specialist Butcher will also be remembered 
as a loving daughter, a loving mother to her 
beautiful 2-year-old daughter, Zoey, and a 
good friend to all who knew her. She leaves 
behind an incredible void that will be impos-
sible to fill. My thoughts and prayers are with 
her daughter; her mother, Dana; her father, 
James; and, with all of her friends and family 
during this very difficult time. 

Last Sunday would have been Specialist 
Butcher’s 20th birthday. It’s hard when we 
lose any soldier in war, but it’s especially hard 
when we lose such a young soldier. However, 
Specialist Butcher’s too short of a life leaves 
behind a legacy longer than she could have 
ever lived. Her legacy of valor, distinction, pa-
triotism and bravery will be remembered for 
years to come and will be told to her daughter 
as she grows up. 

Specialist Butcher was honored and laid to 
rest on Veterans Day and I had the privilege 
to speak at her funeral service. Her story and 
her sacrifice are startling reminders of what 
our men and women in uniform risk when they 
serve this country. 

Today, I ask all Members of Congress to 
join me as we honor the life and legacy of 
Army Specialist Sarina Butcher, as well as 
each man and woman in our Armed Forces, 
and all of those in harm’s way supporting their 
efforts, who give the ultimate sacrifice in serv-
ice to this great country. We owe them our 
eternal gratitude. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO BERNICE BROWN 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 17, 2011 

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Ms. Bernice A. Brown, a native New 
Yorker with a passion for helping others 
through community building. 

Ms. Brown was born on October 22, 1921 in 
Brooklyn, NY to Alice and George Wyche, and 
was the second to eleven other siblings. She 
was a 1940 graduate of Girls High School and 
soon went on to marry her husband of 49 
years Charles Brown. 

For 20 years Ms. Brown served as an ac-
countant in payroll and retired in 1984. Her 
true passion and efforts were geared towards 
the community and her church, joining many 
organizations and church affiliated clubs. Ms. 
Brown was a member of Berean Church for 
30 years, serving as Treasurer of Berean Fed-
eral Union for 18 years, Trustee for 15 years, 
and being part of Usher Boards. 

Ms. Brown’s community involvement has 
been the focus of her career, being affiliated 
with the Decatur Street Block Association and 
the Unity Democratic Club. At the Decatur 
Street Block Association Ms. Brown served as 
the President for four years, Financial Sec-
retary for eight years, and Treasurer for 10 
years. Ms. Brown has also been a member of 
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the Unity Democratic Club for over 40 years, 
and served as the first female President of the 
organization during her tenure, as well as 
being the Financial Secretary and Treasurer. 

Ms. Brown’s efforts have extended well be-
yond what has ever been asked of her and 
she continues to this day to exemplify her pas-
sion for the community. In her spare time Ms. 
Brown is a member of Area Policy Board and 
has been a member of Planning Board No. 3 
for 30 years. She has also taken an active 
role at the Key Women Brooklyn Branch 
where she has served as President, Vice 
President, Financial Secretary, and Treasurer. 

Ms. Brown has been a resident in Brooklyn 
for over 90 years and has been a major influ-
ence in the lives of her fellow constituents. Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to recognize Ms. Bernice 
Brown for her extraordinary ability to build 
partnerships between the church and the com-
munity while furthering the political process in 
Brooklyn. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND 
ACHIEVEMENTS OF DR. TRUMAN 
KAHN 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 17, 2011 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of optometrist and World War II 
Navy veteran, Dr. Truman Kahn. He was a 
longtime Memphian whose courage and com-
passion were felt by those who knew him. 
Throughout his life, he donated his time to the 
Sam Schloss Lodge of B’nai B’rith, Beth Sho-
lom Congregation, the Memphis Jewish Fed-
eration, and the Democratic Party, as well as 
being a Hadassah Associate. 

Dr. Truman Kahn attended Emory University 
where he was a member of the Alpha Epsilon 
Pi Fraternity. After leaving Emory University, 
Dr. Kahn came to Memphis to attend the 
Southern College of Optometry, where he 
graduated with honors. During World War II, 
Dr. Kahn enlisted in the U.S. Navy to serve 
his country in its time of need. After training at 
Notre Dame, he served as an officer aboard 
the USS Ticonderoga aircraft carrier. Dr. 
Kahn’s name can be found on both the WWII 
Memorial in Washington, D.C. as well as at 
the WWII Museum in New Orleans. 

When World War II ended, Dr. Kahn re-
turned to Memphis after being honorably dis-
charged from the Navy. He married his wife, 
Gloria Kahn, and opened his first optometry 
clinic in 1947. Like most other buildings in the 
southern states during this time period, med-
ical offices were segregated based upon racial 
identity. Dr. Kahn chose to defy this practice, 
becoming the first medical professional in 
Memphis to have an integrated waiting room. 
Dr. Kahn continued to practice optometry for 
over 50 years. 

Dr. Kahn passed away at 89 years of age. 
He is survived by his wife, his daughter Susan 
Dreyfus, his son Stanley Kahn, five grand-
children and two great grandchildren. His serv-
ice to country and community will be remem-
bered by all whose lives he touched. His was 
a life well lived. 

IN HONOR OF THE TEXAS RANG-
ERS FACES OF FREEDOM VET-
ERAN HONOREES 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 17, 2011 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Texas Rangers Faces of Free-
dom Veteran Honorees for their dedicated 
service to this great Nation. 

The Texas Rangers Faces of Freedom pro-
gram is an initiative sponsored by the Texas 
Rangers baseball club and Southwest Airlines 
to honor the extraordinary service of current 
and former members of our Nation’s Armed 
Forces. Throughout the baseball season, fam-
ily, friends and members of the military nomi-
nated individuals who have shown tremendous 
strength, courage, and patriotism in the line of 
duty. 

These honorees have served in wars rang-
ing from World War II to the present day con-
flicts in Iraq and Afghanistan. Many of these 
men and women braved horrible situations 
and suffered severe injuries to save their fel-
low soldiers. Among the group are several 
Bronze Star recipients, Purple Heart recipi-
ents, Commendation Medal recipients, a mar-
ried couple who served significant tours in Iraq 
and Afghanistan, and many more extraor-
dinary individuals who have selflessly served 
our Nation with distinct pride and courage. 

On November 10, 2011, my office had the 
distinct pleasure of welcoming these brave 
men and women to our Nation’s Capitol. Their 
sense of patriotism and good humor are a tes-
tament to the greatest our country has to offer. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my esteemed colleagues 
to join me in expressing our heartfelt gratitude 
and praise for the Faces of Freedom Vet-
erans, and thank them for their extraordinary 
service to our Nation. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BILL POSEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 17, 2011 

Mr. BILL POSEY. Mr. Speaker, I am a co-
sponsor of H.R. 674, to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal the imposi-
tion of 3 percent withholding on certain pay-
ments made to vendors by government enti-
ties. I supported passage of the bill in the 
House of Representatives on October 27 and 
again, with Senate amendments, on Novem-
ber 16. I was also a cosponsor of similar legis-
lation (H.R. 275) in the 111th Congress. Al-
though I was on the House floor and voting on 
November 16, my vote was not recorded for 
H.R. 674. I would like for the record to read 
that I should have been recorded as a ‘‘yes’’ 
vote. 

RECOGNIZING WILLY BEARDEN 
FOR 33RD ANNUAL DISTIN-
GUISHED ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
IN THE CREATIVE AND PER-
FORMING ARTS 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 17, 2011 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and celebrate Mr. Willy Bearden for 
receiving the 33rd annual Distinguished 
Achievement Award in the Creative and Per-
forming Arts from the College of Communica-
tion and Fine Arts at the University of Mem-
phis. Mr. Bearden is a unique filmmaker, musi-
cian and storyteller, and he has used his tal-
ents to tell the distinct tales about the great 
city of Memphis, Tennessee. 

Willy Bearden is perhaps best known for his 
Memphis Memoirs, a series of documentary 
films detailing the rich local history. The series 
includes Overton Park: A Century of Change, 
Playing for a Piece of the Door: A History of 
Garage Bands in Memphis and Elmwood: Re-
flections of Memphis. Mr. Bearden also has a 
feature film to his credit, One Came Home, 
which was inspired by his Mississippi Delta 
roots. 

His recent Memphis Legacy Project, a col-
lection of thousands of photographs of various 
neighborhoods around Memphis, will be a re-
source for local researchers and artists for 
years to come. Mr. Bearden has also gener-
ously given back to his community by lending 
his talents to the Blues Foundation, the Cotton 
Museum and the Memphis Wonders Series for 
corporate and educational films, commercials 
and award show productions. 

The Distinguished Achievement Award was 
established in 1977 after the death of Elvis 
Presley when Dr. John Bakke, a communica-
tions professor at the University of Memphis, 
suggested that local talent should be honored 
while they are still alive. Willy Bearden joins 
Sam Phillips, founder of Sun Records, B.B. 
King, Al Green, Rufus Thomas and a host of 
other talented Memphis recipients. 

I ask all of my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Willy Bearden. It is important to 
recognize and appreciate talent while we are 
fortunate enough to enjoy their continued out-
put. My hope is that Mr. Bearden continues 
sharing his gifts and unique perspective with 
us for years to come. 

f 

HONORING NEW HOPE BAPTIST 
MISSIONARY CHURCH ON THEIR 
50TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 17, 2011 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today on 
behalf of the New Hope Missionary Baptist 
Church of Santa Maria, California, and in cele-
bration of its 50th Anniversary. This is a mo-
mentous occasion. For the last 50 years New 
Hope Missionary Baptist Church has been a 
beacon of light, providing support for our com-
munity and empowering families on the Cen-
tral Coast. 

Founded in November 1961 in the home of 
Brother Lwellyn and Sister Setha Crow, with 
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