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who struggled to raise her three young chil-
dren while working as a seamstress.

The family survived the German occupa-
tion from April 1941 to October 1944.

“Italy bombed us, Germany bombed us,
and then the allies bombed us,” he said.
“Many of my neighbors got killed. How I
survived was a miracle!”’

Bebis said that during this difficult time,
the Greeks longed for emancipation from the
Americans and the British.

“I had no money, but I wanted to study
English,” he said. ‘I gave an English teacher
part of my bread coupons. I denied myself
food so I could buy books and learn English.”’

During a catechism class, the teacher
asked if any of the students had considered
the priesthood.

““I was the only one who raised a hand,” he
said. “I wanted to become a priest like my
grandfather.”

At the end of the class, the teacher asked
him, “Do you want to go to America?”’

““Of course,”” he answered.

A short time later an American bishop vis-
ited Greece, and Bebis was chosen as a semi-
narian. He arrived in the United States in
1947.

He received a full scholarship to study the-
ology for the priesthood of the Greek Ortho-
dox Church.

“This country has been wonderful to me,”
he said.

Bebis earned a master’s degree in theology
and was ordained on March 25, 1951.

The same year he wed Irene Vouris of Wa-
tertown.

“I married a wonderful woman,” he said.
“Irene was a beautiful lady, the redeeming
feature in my life, and she gave me four mar-
velous, successful children: Stephen, George,
Paul and Constance.

“I am also grateful for my 11 grandchildren
and four great-children’

Bebis became the pastor of St. George
Greek Orthodox Church in New Bedford on
Oct. 1, 1953.

“When I came to New Bedford, some
prominent people told me that this was a dif-
ficult parish in a difficult town, and they
gave me six months,” he said laughing. ‘I
found the people extremely fine, and in every
person I saw the image of Christ.”

Bebis has always been involved in ecu-
menical activities, serving as a member of
the Inter-Church Council of Greater New
Bedford since 1954.

“I was very happy to associate myself with
both my friends from the Inter-Church Coun-
cil and the many Catholic priests,” he said.

In May 1976, the ecumenical patriarchate
of Constantinople awarded him the title of
protopresbyter, the highest rank of a mar-
ried priest in the Greek Orthodox Church.

Bebis reached out to the community as
pastor; as founder of the antipoverty agency,
the Agnes Braz and Hope Bean North End
Community Center; and as president of On-
board Legal Services for the Poor, among a
host of other charitable work.

In May 2003, Metropolitan Methodios of
Boston conferred upon Bebis the ancient of-
fice of archimandrite, the title given to
priests who are eligible to become bishops.

Bebis was honored by the City of New Bed-
ford in 2004 for his more than 50 years of
service to the community. His portrait by
artist Deborah Macy is on display at the New
Bedford Free Public Library.

A bench in front of the Math and Science
building at Bristol Community College also
pays tribute to the Greek immigrant who be-
came the beloved father to his congregation,
as well as friend and benefactor to the com-
munity at large.

Marking his amazing journey are these
words carved in stone: ‘“‘He has illumined our
minds, clarified our vision, deepened our
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souls, enlarged our hearts, broadened our
compassion, enriched our spirit, and our hu-
manity.”

Bebis said that his mission was crowned
when the congregation moved into their new
church building on Cross Road in Dartmouth
two years ago.

“It was an emotional thing for some of the
parishioners to leave the old church,” he
said. ‘“‘But the church is flourishing in our
new facilities. I am amazed at the attend-
ance.”

A resident of New Bedford, Bebis said that
he will remain a faithful and supportive
member of the parish.

‘I decided to retire, but a priest never re-
tires,” he said. “‘I will still be here as a mem-
ber of the parish. As long as I live, I will
serve the church.”

———

CELEBRATING THE 125TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE YMCA OF
DANE COUNTY

HON. TAMMY BALDWIN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 17, 2011

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
celebration of the 125th anniversary of the
YMCA of Dane County and to honor all those
who make this institution such an influential
part of our community.

As a component of the greater YMCA sys-
tem, the Dane County Y exemplifies the val-
ues of the national organization. The YMCA of
Dane County is committed to youth develop-
ment, healthy living, and social responsibility.
These three areas of focus fuel the numerous
programs and services the Y delivers to our
community. In 2010, the YMCA of Dane Coun-
ty graciously spent more than $572,000 in pro-
grams that benefit the public.

The YMCA is a place where more than
19,800 youth members cultivate skills and
gain the self-confidence necessary to become
successful and positive members of society.
Programs like Fill the Gap help youth grow by
targeting at-risk teens and engaging them in
challenging and fun activities in safe environ-
ments. Furthermore, thirty licensed before and
after school sites throughout the county care
for 1,200 children each day. These sites pro-
vide the necessary environment to keep chil-
dren learning, engaged, and safe.

Additionally, the Y’s Healthy Living initiative
is fighting the country’s obesity epidemic by
encouraging a more active lifestyle. Each
year, the YMCA reaches over 60,000 people
through their wellness programs and provides
a safe and clean environment for exercise.
Furthermore, various exercise classes and ac-
cess to pools and gymnasiums help encour-
age our community to stay fit and healthy.

The YMCA of Dane County also works to-
wards producing hard-working members of so-
ciety with its social responsibility programs.
The YMCA’s mission strives to ensure that
every person has the opportunity to learn,
grow, and thrive, regardless of socio-economic
status. One of the many ways the Dane Coun-
ty Y fulfills this mission is by providing support,
educational, and training services to unem-
ployed citizens, which are desperately needed
in the tough economic times we face today.
This clear and determined dedication to im-
proving the lives of community members not
only physically, but also emotionally, highlights
the importance of the YMCA of Dane County.
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The Lussier Family East, Northeast, and
Lussier Family West branches of the YMCA of
Dane County work in conjunction to better our
community and provide valuable resources
and support. Along with the three branches,
the four youth centers and numerous child
care locations create a strong network dedi-
cated to improving the lives of the members of
our community.

| admire the mission and efforts of the
YMCA of Dane County and look forward to
many more years of service to our community.
| proudly join those across Dane County, the
entire state of Wisconsin, and our great nation
in celebrating the 125th anniversary of the
YMCA of Dane County and in thanking the
members, employees, volunteers, and donors
for their exemplary service to our community.

A TRIBUTE TO IZORA NEAL

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 17, 2011

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Detective First Grade Izora Neal for her
dedication to restoring law and order in my
district, as well as for bridging the gap be-
tween the community and the police.

Detective First Grade Neal is currently as-
signed as the Community Affairs Officer of Po-
lice Service Area #2. She entered the New
York City Police Department Academy in
1994. Upon her graduation, she was assigned
to the PSA #2. Detective Neal excelled—en-
gaging in numerous arrests while gaining ex-
perience on the force. Detective Neal was as-
signed to the Community Affairs position in
October 1997. She entered the position with
confidence and a genuine desire to have a
positive impact for all New York City Housing
Authority residents.

Detective Neal was ambitious about the
prospects of becoming detective and made
great strides towards accomplishing her goal.
In July 1999, her perseverance was recog-
nized as she was promoted to the rank of De-
tective Special Assignment. As a newly pro-
moted Detective she continued in her present
assignment and utilized her leadership and
strong interpersonal skills, gaining the trust of
all residents. In her continued pursuit for suc-
cess, Detective Neal was promoted to the
rank of Detective Second Grade in February
2003. Although pleased with her present rank
and assignment, Detective Neal’s desire for
excellence compelled her to continue working
hard. Her devotion for a better quality of life
for all NYCHA residents proved to be very
successful. In August 2006 she was promoted
to the rank of Detective First Grade.

Currently, Detective Neal continues to make
strides while assigned to Police Service Area
#2, giving her the opportunity to display her
leadership skills, and her dedication towards
the community. As the Community Affairs Offi-
cer one must ensure a bond of trust and reli-
ance between the police and community; one
must be open-minded, unbiased and sensitive
to the concerns and problems within the com-
munity, display empathy and compassion with
sincerity, but not in a rehearsed manner.
These ideas are a part of the partnership that
allows Detective Neal to define herself as the
Community Affairs Officer of Police Service
Area #2.
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Detective Neal is happily married to Anthony
Neal (whom she met on 09/11/2001), and has
a 5 year old son Jaylen. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to recognize Detective Izora Neal for her
pursuit of excellence in the field of law en-
forcement.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TIMOTHY J. WALZ

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 17, 2011

Mr. WALZ of Minnesota. Mr. Speaker, on
rolicall No. 842 | voted “no” but intended to
vote “yes”.

————

RECOGNIZING THE FIRST ANNUAL
NATIONAL RURAL HEALTH DAY

HON. CANDICE S. MILLER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 17, 2011

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. Speaker,
today, | am proud to offer my support of the
first ever National Rural Health Day.

My district is home to five rural hospitals,
Deckerville  Community Hospital, Harbor
Beach Community Hospital, Marlette Commu-
nity Hospital, Scheurer Hospital and McKenzie
Memorial Hospital.

Thanks to these hospitals, my constituents,
as well as 62 million Americans living in small
towns and rural communities across the
United States, have greater access to medical
services and comprehensive care near the
communities where they live.

During my time in Congress, | have been
proud to support rural hospitals in my district.
| took a leading role in helping to complete the
Thumb Rural Health Network’s wireless com-
munications system. This infrastructure links
all eight of the rural hospitals serving Huron,
Sanilac, and Tuscola Counties, in order to cre-
ate greater communication about patient care
between this region’s hospitals and allow for
more medical consultation from specialists
from other Michigan facilities via remote tech-
nology.

| believe that it is critically important for all
Michigan residents to have access to quality
health care services, and | know that each
rural hospital is continually looking for innova-
tive and resourceful ways to reach this goal
despite geographical obstacles.

In my district, rural hospitals account for
nearly 1,000 jobs. In a time of economic un-
certainty and rising unemployment that has
hurt Michigan businesses and families, | am
encouraged by the many benefits rural hos-
pitals bring to the communities they serve.

| would like to praise rural hospitals on Na-
tional Rural Health Day and extend my thanks
for the work they do for our communities in my
district, as well as across the Nation.
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IN TRIBUTE TO JOHN P.
AMERSPEK

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 17, 2011

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, last
week, our Nation paused to mark Veterans
Day. America’s soldiers, sailors, Marines and
Airmen and Airwomen have always responded
to the call of duty in defense of our great na-
tion. These dedicated members of our com-
munity deserve our endless thanks, not only
on Veterans Day, but at every single oppor-
tunity that we can show them our gratitude.

Therefore, my colleagues, it is quite fitting
that | call to your attention the dedicated serv-
ice of one member of the “Greatest Genera-
tion.” John P. Amerspek of Succasunna, New
Jersey, will be celebrating the 90th anniver-
sary of his birth this week and | invite you to
join his family and friends in thanking this
great American for his many contributions.

Like so many of his generation, John
Amerspek knew the necessity of accepting
one’s responsibilities and was willing to make
sacrifices for his country. As troops of the
World War Il era were known to say: “if the
country is good enough to live in, it's good
enough to fight for.”

Thus, John found himself in the United
States Army’s 3rd Division, far from home,
fighting one of the most controversial, yet least
publicized, major engagements of World War
Il—the Anzio Beachhead in western ltaly.

It was a brutal campaign, but essential to
eventual Allied victory in Europe. The two Ger-
man corps engaged on the Anzio front were
originally destined for Normandy. The success
of the Allied landings on the beaches in
France in June 1944 were due largely to the
tenacity of the Allied forces at Anzio.

But the price of this crucial victory was high.
Allied forces suffered nearly 87,000 casualties.
In one measure of the courage and sacrifice
of those who fought there, 22 Americans were
awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor,
the most of any single battle of World War II.

John was there from the beginning. He was
wounded twice and discharged himself from a
field hospital so he could return to the fight
with the mates in his own unit. As John says
matter-of-factly, “I was one of the very fortu-
nate ones that not only survived Anzio, but the
many campaigns to follow. | would never re-
gret the experience, but would never like to
experience it again.”

John’s units were the first to liberate Rome.
And then it was off to the Island of Corsica,
Southern France, the Alsace Lorraine, the
Vosge Mountains, crossing the Rhine into
Germany and finally into Salzburg, Austria.

In the course of this extended personal
campaign, John Amerspek was among the lib-
erators at the infamous Dauchau concentra-
tion camp. In late April 1945, American troops
found approximately 32,000 prisoners,
crammed 1,600 to each of 20 barracks, which
had been designed to house 250 people each.
Nearly 32,000 people were exterminated at
this camp, which John appropriately called the
“Dauchau Horror Camp.”

After the war, John returned home to New
Jersey, took advantage of the Gl bill and
eventually began 60 years of official and unof-
ficial professional support of the Army’s
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Picatinny Arsenal—an invaluable national mili-
tary resource and the home of American fire-
ower.

An expert in all phases of military program
management including the development of
new concepts through research and develop-
ment, cost control, field service, production
and budgeting, he rose to senior leadership
positions at Picatinny. His goal was always to
provide our warfighters with superior firepower
from a wide range of weapons for infantry, ar-
tillery, mortars, rockets, missiles and aircraft-
launched munitions. There is no doubt that his
material and management contributions
strengthened the Army, Navy, Marines and Air
Force.

John ended his formal government career in
1981 after 40 years of uniformed and civilian
service. He went on to continue his contribu-
tions to our great military in various senior
roles with the National Defense Industrial As-
sociation, the Army ARDEC Advisory Board,
among other organizations. His awards are
too numerous to list.

It should suffice to say that in 2004,
Picatinny’s Armament Research Development
Engineering Center, ARDEC, named its head-
quarters’ executive conference room after
John Amerspek.

Today as senior military and civilian leaders
enter the conference room, they pass a simple
bronze plaque, bearing his likeness and the
phrase “Soldier, Leader, Patriot, 1942—-1981,”

Anyone who has had the privilege of know-
ing John Amerspek, understands that he fits
those descriptions precisely.

Having just marked Veterans Day and as
we prepare for the Thanksgiving season, it is
fitting that all Americans give thanks for the
service of John Amerspek and all of his fellow
soldiers, leaders and patriots—past, present
and future.

A TRIBUTE TO MAJOR MORRISON
HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 17, 2011

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Major Morrison for his dedicated
public service to his country, community, and
family.

Reverend Major Morrison, Il is son of Mar-
ian and Major Morrison, Jr. Reverend Morrison
grew up in New York City where he attended
Medgar Evers College with a concentration in
Liberal Arts. He then transferred to New York
City Community College and studied Mechan-
ical Engineering.

In 1979, Reverend Morrison joined the
United States Merchant Marines and served
until 1998. He was elevated to the post of
Watch Engineer. Reverend Morrison served
one tour duty in Operation Desert Storm and
Desert Shield in 1991. After serving his coun-
try he started working at the Veterans Medical
Center in New York City where he is presently
a Systems Boiler Plant Operating Engineer.

Reverend Morrison was called into the min-
istry at an early age. He was baptized in the
Methodist tradition and faith. Reverend Morri-
son was a choir member; Boy Scout; and
served as an usher. Reverend Morrison has
preached the Gospel of Jesus Christ in var-
ious denominational settings: Baptist; Meth-
odist; and Presbyterian.
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