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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

IN HONOR OF REVEREND H.H.
LUSK, SR.

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 17, 2011

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the pastoral accomplishments of the
Reverend H.H. Lusk, Sr. A native of Memphis,
Tennessee, Reverend Lusk has served as a
minister and professional community organizer
in the City of Seaside, California for over 50
years.

In the 1950s while living in Memphis, Rev-
erend Lusk attended both Henderson Busi-
ness College and the Right School of Religion.
In 1984, he received his Bachelor of Science
degree in Human Religions and Organization
Behavior from the University of San Francisco.
Later, he earned a Master of Science degree
in Management and School Administration
from Pepperdine University.

After arriving in Seaside, California, Rev.
Lusk began ministry at Bethel Baptist Church.
Over the course of the last fifty years, he has
become an important religious and community
leader. Reverend Lusk has served in many
positions, including Vice Moderator of the St.
John District Association, which covers Cali-
fornia, Nevada, New Mexico and parts of Afri-
ca. In addition he has served as either a lead-
er or member of such community organiza-
tions as the Monterey Peninsula Ministerial Al-
liance, the Seaside Chamber of Commerce,
the Seaside Club International, the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP), the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference, the National Baptist
Convention U.S.A., and the National Alliance
for Black Observation Day. He has also been
active in community education and economic
opportunity.

In December 1992, Reverend Lusk was one
of 100 ministers to be selected to be a part of
the Cross Cultural Pastors Association for
Peace delegation in Seoul, Korea. As a result
of this trip, he received a vision for Bethel to
organize “Home Cell Bible Study Groups”
throughout the Monterey Peninsula and Sali-
nas. In February 1993, Reverend Lusk accept-
ed an invitation from President Nelson
Mandela to be a part of the First African Na-
tional Conference in history to be held on
South African soil. Reverend Lusk was also
asked to be one of the monitors for the elec-
tion held in Johannesburg in 1994.

Among the many awards and honors be-
stowed upon him are the Outstanding Service
Award of the Anti-Poverty Council, the NAACP
Man of the Year Award, the Seaside Chamber
of Commerce Award, the Elvita Lewis Founda-
tion Award, the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
Inc. Award, The California Legislative Resolu-
tion Commendation, and a Congressional rec-
ognition for Outstanding Contributions to the
Community.

Reverend Lusk is married to the former
Bettye L. Jones. They have three sons, Herb

Lusk I, of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
Hendrick H. Lusk and Harold H. Lusk, both of
Seaside. Reverend and Sister Lusk, Sr., re-
side in the city of Seaside, California.

Mr. Speaker, | know | speak for the whole
House in congratulating Rev. Lusk on his long
service in ministry and his many accomplish-
ments.

HONORING U.S. NAVY CAPTAIN
DIANNE JOHNSON

HON. LARRY BUCSHON

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 17, 2011

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor U.S. Navy Captain Dianne Johnson.

For the last 36 years, Captain Johnson has
loyally served our great nation.

Her dedication, on both active and reserve
duty, is one that sailors and citizens should
emulate. | know that her absence will be no-
ticed by all those who served alongside her.

For myself, and all her colleagues at the
Navy Operational Support Center in Indianap-
olis, thank you Captain Johnson; may you
have a fulfilling and enjoyable retirement that
is richly deserved.

——

ARMY  SPECIALIST  MATTHEW
TROY MORRIS POST OFFICE
BUILDING

SPEECH OF
HON. JOHN R. CARTER
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, November 14, 2011

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of H.R. 298, a bill that would
designate the United States Post Office lo-
cated at 500 East Whitestone Boulevard in
Cedar Park, Texas as the “Army Specialist
Matthew Troy Morris Post Office Building.”

Mr. Speaker, | have the high honor of rep-
resenting the brave men and women at Fort
Hood, Texas, the largest military installation in
the world. Every day that | have the oppor-
tunity to serve in Congress, | do so knowing
that my number one responsibility is to give
our men and women in uniform the support
and resources they need to be successful.
Each time | visit Fort Hood, | see America’s
finest, the soldiers who put it all on the line to
allow us to live in the greatest country on
Earth. Only three days ago we celebrated Vet-
erans Day, a somber reminder that freedom is
not free. And today, here on the House floor,
we remember those who gave the ultimate
sacrifice for our country, another reminder to
us all that freedom is not free.

Representing Fort Hood, Texas also comes
with the sober reminder of the sacrifice that
our young men and women in the military and
their families make to the cause of freedom.

Since September 11, 2001, 384 army soldiers
have been killed in action from the 31st district
of Texas, the highest number of any congres-
sional district in the country. Central Texans
and their families have sacrificed much, and
know that freedom is not free.

Today we celebrate the life and remember
one of those patriots who served our country
and gave his all, Army Specialist Matthew
Troy Morris. Matthew Morris was born on July
16, 1984, in Fairfax, Virginia. He attended
Fishburne Military School in Waynesboro, Vir-
ginia, where he earned an ROTC leadership
award. He later attended Cedar Park High
School in Cedar Park, Texas, and went on to
score in the 90th percentile on each section of
the General Educational Development Test.

Specialist Morris enlisted in the U.S. Army
in December 2005, and attended Basic Com-
bat Training (BCT) at Fort Jackson, South
Carolina, followed by Advanced Individual
Training (AIT) at Aberdeen Proving Grounds,
Maryland. He graduated from AIT in June
2006 as a Power Generation Equipment Me-
chanic and was assigned to Howitzer Battery,
2nd Squadron, and the 3rd Armored Cavalry
Regiment at Fort Hood, Texas. Specialist Mor-
ris served with the 3rd Armored Cavalry Regi-
ment, 1st Cavalry Division in Balad, Irag. De-
spite the dangerous nature of this work, he re-
mained devoted to his mission, and the her-
oism he demonstrated in Iraq earned him the
Bronze Star, Purple Heart, Army Good Con-
duct Medal, National Defense Service Medal,
Iraqg Campaign Medal, Global War on Ter-
rorism Service Medal, Army Service Ribbon,
Overseas Service Ribbon and Combat Action
Ribbon.

Matthew Troy Morris was killed on April 6th,
2008, when his vehicle encountered a make-
shift bomb in Balad, Irag. Matthew was only
23 years old. He is the oldest of four children,
leaving behind Cory, Katie and Sam. Mat-
thew’s parents are Lisa and Glenn Morris of
Cedar Park, Texas. His father Glenn served
our country in the Vietnam War and we thank
him for his service. Matthew was engaged to
be married to Ms. Julia Richardson. He is sur-
vived by his great-grandmother Ruth Staton
Jordan, his grandparents Nancy Jackson and
Joane Walters, his aunt Diane Afflerbach and
uncles, John and Brian Walters. The sacrifice
that our military families make often goes un-
noticed, and | would like the entire Morris fam-
ily to know that we will never forget Matthew
and the pain that you have endured. Our
country, and this House, has not forgotten
Matthew and we are proud to celebrate his life
on this day.

Matthew Morris exemplified the highest
ideals of the U.S. Armed Forces, and although
his passing has left a void in the lives of those
who were fortunate enough to know him, they
will forever carry memories of this heroic
young man close in their hearts.

Mr. Speaker, | urge immediate passage of
H.R. 298, and ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring an American patriot and hero,
Army Specialist Matthew Troy Morris of Cedar
Park, Texas.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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HONORING MARINE LANCE CPL.
JOSH MISIEWICZ FOR INJURIES
SUSTAINED IN OPERATION EN-
DURING FREEDOM

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 17, 2011

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Lance Cpl. Josh Misiewicz, a Marine
from the Third District of lllinois who was in-
jured serving our country in Afghanistan. He
was awarded a Purple Heart after he stepped
on an improvised explosive device (IED) and
lost both of his legs. While | am sad for his
loss, | am proud he served our country bravely
and | know he will continue to live a life of
great achievement.

Lance Cpl. Misiewicz’s achievements before
the Marine Corps were remarkable. A well-
rounded young man, he was a standout stu-
dent-athlete at Lyons Township High School,
was recognized by the state of lllinois for his
athletic achievement, and went on to play
hockey for St. Mary’s University of Minnesota.
He knew, however, that he wanted to serve
his country and embarked upon one of the
greatest challenges an American can face:
joining the Marine Corps. Demonstrating brav-
ery and leadership, Lance Cpl. Misiewicz
chose to join the infantry and rose to become
a squad leader.

After being deployed to Helmand Province
in Afghanistan, his unit was in charge of con-
tinuing efforts to drive out Taliban insurgents
and promote peace in the area. On July 20,
2011, in a patrol around that remote region,
Lance Cpl. Misiewicz’s life would change for-
ever when an |IED detonated near him and he
lost both of his legs and much of his hearing.
Four days later he was transferred to Walter
Reed Military Hospital where he continues
recuperating.

The difficulty of recovering from such an
event for Lance Cpl. Misiewicz and his family
is beyond comprehension for many Ameri-
cans. The outpouring of local support from
friends and neighbors, however, is a true tes-
tament to this young Marine’s character. The
love and care of his family and the compan-
ionship of his fellow Marines will see him
through this trying stage of his life. Our men
and women in uniform are some of our brav-
est people and Lance Cpl. Misiewicz is no ex-
ception. He makes us all proud to be Ameri-
cans.

| ask you to join me in honoring Lance Cpl.
Misiewicz for his bravery, commitment to his
fellow man, and sacrifice. May he have a
speedy recovery and rehabilitation. | know that
this is not the last time we will hear from this
impressive young man.

RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL
ADOPTION DAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2011

HON. JESSE L. JACKSON, JR.

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, November 17, 2011

Mr. JACKSON of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of National Adoption Day,

November 19, 2011, and in support of more
than 400,000 children living in foster care.
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National Adoption Day began in November
of 2000 as an attempt to raise awareness for
children in foster care waiting to find perma-
nent, loving families. In particular, National
Adoption Day aims to facilitate and finalize
adoptions in all 50 states, celebrate and honor
those families who adopt, and encourage oth-
ers to consider adopting. Through the efforts
of policymakers, practitioners and advocates,
over 35,000 children have found homes on
this day. This year alone, organizers hope to
finalize adoption for 4,500 foster care children.

Mr. Speaker, it is imperative that Congress
acts to support the tireless efforts of organiza-
tions and individuals helping to find loving
homes for the thousands of children living in
foster care across the country. In my home
state of Illinois, more than 15,000 children ea-
gerly await the day they are adopted into a
permanent, stable, and caring family. Let us
give hope today to those children in search of
the homes they desperately need and deserve
by raising awareness for this critical issue.

| urge my colleagues and fellow Americans
to support efforts that will unite children living
in foster homes with permanent families, and
to join me in recognizing National Adoption
Day on November 19.

—

RECOGNIZING THE WORK OF
HIGHMARK CARING PLACE CEN-
TERS AND REMEMBERING CHIL-
DREN’S GRIEF AWARENESS DAY

HON. JASON ALTMIRE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 17, 2011

Mr. ALTMIRE. Mr. Speaker, today | wish to
recognize the good work being done in Penn-
sylvania to help children and teenagers cope
with the loss of a loved one.

For more than a decade, Highmark Caring
Place centers in Pennsylvania have worked
with hundreds of schools and businesses
throughout the commonwealth to promote bet-
ter strategies for helping young people deal
with the death of a loved one. This type of
tragedy is a burden faced by too many young
people. One out of every twenty children will
lose a parent, and one in seven children will
lose someone close to them—such as a broth-
er, sister, or grandparent—before they reach
the age of 18.

As the holiday season approaches, the pain
of losing a loved one often grows as memo-
ries of past holidays are revisited. Many griev-
ing children will feel alone and afraid, and al-
though it is often believed that children are
less affected by loss and more able to easily
continue with their lives, the opposite is true.
These children need the caring support of
family, friends, and others to help them under-
stand and cope with their feelings.

Since its founding in 1997, Highmark Caring
Place has served over 30,000 people and in
2008 alone, provided the equivalent of
$428,000 in volunteer service hours. The pro-
gram brings together grieving children, their
families, and trained volunteers to share
meals, talk and play games, and engage in
group discussions with other families coping
with the same experience. These programs
are free of charge to the community and open
to anyone.

On November 17, Pennsylvanians will mark
Children’s Grief Awareness Day, a day of re-
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membrance initiated by school students
across the commonwealth to bring attention to
their classmates coping with a loss. Thou-
sands of students will wear blue to show soli-
darity with, and support for, their peers. Others
will hold assemblies, bake sales, and presen-
tations to raise awareness. | commend these
students for their initiative and the compassion
they are showing for their peers.

Through their programs and the generosity
of their volunteers, Highmark Caring Place is
truly making a difference in the lives of griev-
ing children and their families. | wish to ex-
press my sincere gratitude for the work they
do.

———

HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF STEAMFITTERS LOCAL
439

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 17, 2011

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask my colleagues to join me in honoring the
100th anniversary of Steamfitters Local 439 of
Caseyville, lllinois, affiliated with the United
Association of Journeymen and Apprentices of
the Plumbing and Pipe Fitting Industry of the
United States and Canada.

The history of the pipe trades goes back be-
fore the Civil War. During the mid-nineteenth
century, plumbers, steamfitters and gas fitters
would have been represented by individual
trade locals. In 1889, a plumber from Boston
sent a letter to a plumber in Washington, DC,
expressing an interest in forming a “United
Brotherhood” and soon thereafter, the new
union was formed. The union name would
later be adopted as the United Association of
Journeymen and Apprentices of the Plumbing
and Pipe Fitting Industry of the United States
and Canada and be known as UA.

On August 12, 1911, UA General President
Martin P. Durkin chartered Local 439 in East
St. Louis, lllinois. The local hall would remain
in East St. Louis for 76 years. In 1987, the
current hall was erected in Caseyville, lllinois,
and named the Donald J. Bailey Building in
honor of Local 439’s retired business man-
ager. In further recognition of the contributions
of Donald Bailey and the Steamfitters to the
community, St. Clair County named the street
where the union hall is located, Donald Bailey
Drive.

The current business manager is Charles
“Totsie” Bailey, who first joined Local 439 in
1978. Throughout his tenure as Local 439
business manager, Totsie has worked tire-
lessly to provide his members with the best
representation possible and also to improve
their skills through continuing education and
training. Through his leadership, additional
training facilities have been opened and edu-
cational programs have been developed.

Totsie is a fierce advocate for his members
but he is also known for his generosity and his
commitment to his community. Totsie leads by
example and has personally donated his own
resources to assist members, retirees and
families of his local as well as many within his
community.

Local 439 has always been very involved in
volunteer and fundraising efforts and the list of
organizations they have helped includes; the
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