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IN SALUTE OF THE 369TH VET-
ERANS’ ASSOCIATION HARLEM
HELLFIGHTERS—A CONGRES-
SIONAL RECOGNITION IN CELE-
BRATION OF VETERANS DAY 11-
11-11

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 16, 2011

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, as a veteran of
the Korean War, known today as the “Forgot-
ten War”, | am honored with great American
pride and democracy to salute all my fellow
comrades, buddies and all of the officers and
members of The 369th Veterans’ Association
on this very special day as we celebrate Vet-
erans Day 11-11-11.

First organized in 1916 as the 15th New
York National Guard Infantry Regiment and
manned by black enlisted soldiers with both
black and white officers, the U.S. Army’s
369th Infantry Regiment, popularly known as
the “Harlem Hellfighters,” was the best-known
African American unit of World War |. Federal-
ized in 1917, it prepared for service in Europe
and arrived in Brest in December. The next
month, the regiment became part of the 93rd
Division (Provisional) and continued its train-
ing, now under French instructors. In March,
the regiment finally received its Federal des-
ignation and was reorganized and reequipped
according to the French model. That summer,
the 369th was integrated into the French 161st
Division and began combat operations.

Dubbing themselves “Men of Bronze,” the
soldiers of the 369th were lucky in many ways
compared to other African Americans in 1918
France. They enjoyed a continuity of leader-
ship, commanded throughout the war by one
of their original organizers and proponents,
Colonel William Hayward. Unlike many white
officers serving in the black regiments, Colonel
Hayward respected his troops, dedicated him-
self to their well-being, and leveraged his polit-
ical connections to secure support from New
Yorkers.

Spending over six months in combat, per-
haps the longest of any American unit in the
war, the 369th suffered approximately fifteen
hundred casualties but received only nine hun-
dred replacements. Unit histories claimed they
were the first unit to cross the Rhine; they per-
formed well at Chateau-Thierry and Belleau
Wood, earning the epithet “Hell Fighters” from
their enemies. Whereas African American
valor usually went unrecognized, well over one
hundred members of the regiment received
American and/or French medals, including the
first two Americans—Corporal Henry Johnson
and Private Needham Roberts—to be award-
ed the coveted French Croix de Guerre.

The most celebrated man in the 369th was
Pvt. Henry Lincoln Johnson, a former Albany,
New York, rail station porter, who earned the
nickname “Black Death” for his actions in
combat in France. In May 1918, Johnson and
Pvt. Needham. Roberts fought off a 24-man
German patrol, though both were severely
wounded. After, they expended their ammuni-
tion, Roberts used his rifle as a club and
Johnson battled with a bolo knife. Johnson
was the first American to receive the Croix de
Guerre awarded by the French government.
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By the end of the war, 171 members of the
369th were awarded the Legion of Honor. Dur-
ing the war the 369th’s regimental band
(under the direction of James Reese Europe)
became famous throughout Europe. It intro-
duced the until-then unknown music called
jazz to British, French and other audiences,
and started an international demand for it.

At the end of the war, the 369th returned to
New York City, and in February 1919, paraded
through the city. Thousands lined the streets
to see them: the parade began on Fifth Ave-
nue at 61st Street, proceeded uptown past
ranks of white bystanders, turned west on
110th Street, and then swung on to Lenox Av-
enue, and marched into Harlem, where black
New Yorkers packed the sidewalks to see
them. The parade became a marker of African
American service to the nation, a frequent
point of reference for those campaigning for
civil rights. In the 1920s and 1930s, the 369th
was a regular presence on Harlem’s streets,
each year marching through the neighborhood
from their Armory to catch a train to their an-
nual summer camp, and then back through
the neighborhood on their return two weeks
later

In World War IlI, the formation was orga-
nized as the 369th Antiaircraft Artillery Regi-
ment, and served in Hawaii and along the
West Coast. The Harlem Hellfighters have
served in every major conflict since its incep-
tion, including Desert Storm, Iragi Freedom,
and the War on Terrorism in Afghanistan. The
unit survives today under the command of
Colonel Reginald Sanders as the 369th
Sustainment Brigade Battalion of the New
York Army National Guard.

As a veteran myself in a so-called “Forgot-
ten War” in American history, | know what it
is like to come home and feel unrecognized.
On the eve of 11-11-11, the United States
Senate passed legislation, which the United
States House of Representatives voted unani-
mously 422—-0 to honor the Montford Point Ma-
rines with the nation’s highest civilian honor,
the Congressional Gold Medal. These truly
great American men fought in some of the
bloodiest battles of World War Il—the first
Black Marines in the Navy. After 70 years,
they have finally received the honor they de-
serve for a legacy we must not forget to pass
on to our future generations.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you to join my col-
leagues and a very grateful nation in very spe-
cial congressional salute to my dear friend
General Nathaniel James, Retired, National
President and all of the officers and members
of The 369th Veterans’ Association, Inc. as we
celebrate our Veterans Day 11-11-11.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 16, 2011

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
No. 838, | was unable to make the vote. Had
| been present, | would have voted “yea.”
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HONORING LIEUTENANT COLONEL
RHYS W. HUNT, 2ND LIEUTEN-
ANT ANDREW S. HEDIN, AND
CHIEF MASTER SERGEANT
JASON R. RED UPON RECEIPT OF
THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING
CROSS WITH VALOR

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, November 16, 2011

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise to acknowledge and honor
Lieutenant Colonel Rhys W. Hunt, 2nd Lieu-
tenant Andrew S. Hedin, and Chief Master
Sergeant Jason R. Red upon their award of
the Distinguished Flying Cross with Valor.

The Distinguished Flying Cross is America’s
oldest military aviation award. In 1926, the
69th Congress established the Distinguished
Flying Cross to honor any person serving in
the Armed Forces who distinguishes him or
herself “by heroism or extraordinary achieve-
ment while participating in an aerial flight.”

On August 9, 2009, Lieutenant Colonel
Rhys W. Hunt, 2nd Lieutenant Andrew S.
Hedin, and Chief Master Sergeant Jason R.
Red participated in a heroic mission near
Kandahar Airfield in Afghanistan. Colonel Hunt
flew the lead aircraft, PEDRO 15, in an effort
to save five critically wounded American sol-
diers from an ongoing firefight. A Navy SEAL
Team, call sign JAGUAR 09, was taking
heavy fire by a larger force of Taliban fighters.
The team, including their five wounded, was
holed-up in a walled compound and needed
immediate evacuation.

Despite the potential of enemy fire, Lieuten-
ant Hedin supervised the loading of four of the
wounded before the aircraft cabin ran out of
space. Colonel Hunt directed his wingman to
begin an approach to load the final patient, but
as PEDRO 15 began its climb out of the zone,
it came under fire so intense that both Lieu-
tenant Hedin and Colonel Hunt felt the con-
cussion from the blast. Lieutenant Hedin en-
gaged an enemy squad, temporarily sup-
pressing the threat. Chief Red took tactical
lead of the aircraft, calling a break in the op-
posite direction. Putting himself in grave dan-
ger, Chief Red then directed the gunnery pat-
tern by positioning himself almost completely
out of the aircraft in order to maintain visual
contact with the enemy. This allowed Colonel
Hunt and Lieutenant Hedin to protect their vul-
nerable wingman by attacking the enemy
squad from multiple directions. The crew’s im-
mense bravery and superb airmanship saved
the lives of 16 people and two aircraft.

It was my honor and privilege to recognize
Lieutenant Colonel Rhys W. Hunt, 2nd Lieu-
tenant Andrew S. Hedin, and Chief Master
Sergeant Jason R. Red at a ceremony while
| was home in my district. The outstanding
heroism displayed by these men deserves
great recognition by the entire United States,
the nation they have so selflessly served.
They have the respect and gratitude of all
Americans.
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HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 16, 2011

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, due to my
responsibilities related to the Joint Select
Committee on Deficit Reduction, | missed the
vote on the rule of H. Res. 463, the National
Right-to-Carry Reciprocity Act. Had | been
able to vote, | would have voted “no.”

———

CONGRATULATING THE RUN: MOV-
ING NATURAL MEDICINE FOR-
WARD

HON. JAMES A. HIMES

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 16, 2011

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the participants of a 3,250 mile
race across the United States organized to
promote natural health care options. Called
The Run, this is the first-ever endurance event
organized to raise awareness about naturo-
pathic medicine. The race will conclude tomor-
row, Thursday, November 17, at the University
of Bridgeport.

Through a four month, ninety city journey,
The Run: Moving Natural Medicine Forward
has endeavored to promote the causes of nat-
ural medicine, including the benefits of sus-
tainable, quality holistic health care and the
importance of healthy lifestyle management
and health maintenance. By running an aver-
age of 30 miles per day, Dr. Dennis Godby
and his family have helped bring attention to
the urgent need to transform our nation’s
health.

| wish the best of luck to Dr. Godby, his
family and team, and the students and faculty
at the University of Bridgeport's School of Na-
turopathic Medicine as they work to improve
the health of our country.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE INCORPO-
RATION TRANSPARENCY AND
LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANT
ACT

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 16, 2011

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to introduce the Incorporation Transparency
and Law Enforcement Assistance Act. The bill
would require the states to obtain information
about the true ownership of the corporation,
when incorporation papers are filed with the
state.

As some have put it, this bill is a “no-
brainer.” And it is fairly straightforward: it
would require that the person creating the cor-
poration state the “beneficial owner” of the
corporation and provide some form of identi-
fication.

Although this is as straightforward as it
sounds, the implications for law enforcement
are broad reaching. Criminal organizations are
infamous for using shell corporations, both for-
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eign and domestic to open bank accounts,
launder money, perpetrate fraud, and finance
terrorism. And it isn’t difficult for them to do.
Virtually no states require people applying to
create corporations to provide the identity of
the corporate owner. In fact, 48 of 50 states,
except for Alabama and Alaska, allow for the
unfettered creation of an anonymous cor-
porate entity. As a result, just about anyone
can easily manipulate the system to fund
criminal activity.

Here is an example from an investigation in
New York by the Manhattan District Attorney.
The office announced investigations involving
the movement of funds through banks in New
York by entities controlled by the Iranian Mili-
tary. In at least two cases, domestic shell
companies were opened in two different states
to further secret Iranian interests. Through a
New York shell company, individuals working
on behalf of the government of Iran were able
to move funds to secret accounts held in off-
shore jurisdictions. Shockingly, the offshore
government was able to give the Manhattan
DA more information about the ownership of
the New York entity than the state of New
York could.

Although the DA does not contend that re-
quiring a declaration of beneficial ownership
would have stopped this activity, it would have
at least been a piece of evidence to go on.
And if the declaration of beneficial ownership
had been required but falsified, it would have
been an extra tool for law enforcement to shut
down the entity and prosecute the perpetra-
tors.

The bill I am introducing today will provide
the kind of transparency that law enforcement
needs to investigate financial crimes. How-
ever, it is narrowly drafted so that it is not
overly burdensome on either states or incor-
porating entities. In fact, most corporations
would be exempt from the bill’s requirements
including companies that are already regulated
by federal banking regulators and companies
that are over 20 employees and $10 million in
revenue.

This bill is meant to capture beneficial own-
ership information from companies that are
able to escape regulation and oversight
through other federal entities.

Senator LEVIN has already introduced a
similar bill in the Senate, and President
Obama was the lead sponsor when he was a
U.S. Senator.

In a recent CNN editorial, Global Witness
stated, “Setting a standard for collecting infor-
mation about the true owner of a company
would level the playing field between the
states while preventing terrorists, drug traf-
fickers and kleptocrats from hiding behind cor-
porate secrecy.”

The bill is supported by numerous law en-
forcement associations, including the Federal
Law Enforcement Officers Association, the
Fraternal Order of Police, the National Asso-
ciation of Assistant United States Attorneys,
the National Narcotic Officers’ Associations
Coalition, the United States Marshals Service
Association, and the Association of Former
ATF Agents.

| urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant legislation.
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HONORING MAJOR MATHEW C.
WENTHE AND TECHNICAL SER-
GEANT JOSEPH R. KENNEY UPON
RECEIPT OF THE AIR MEDAL
WITH VALOR

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 16, 2011

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise to acknowledge and honor
Major Mathew C. Wenthe and Technical Ser-
geant Joseph R. Kenney upon their award of
the Air Medal with Valor.

The Air Medal was established by Executive
Order in 1942 to honor any person serving in
the Armed Forces who distinguishes him or
herself by “meritorious achievement while par-
ticipating in aerial flight.”

On June 29, 2009, Major Mathew C.
Wenthe and Technical Sergeant Joseph R.
Kenney conducted multiple urgent medical
evacuation missions into the Babaki area of
the Helmand Province in Afghanistan. During
their flights to the site where a British vehicle
was overturned into a canal, their aircraft ma-
neuvered through small arms fire and rocket
propelled grenades.

Without regard for their own personal safety,
Major Wenthe and Technical Sergeant Kenney
reengaged the enemy compound from where
they had just been attacked. They exhibited
bravery by putting themselves in danger to
draw enemy fire to protect another aircraft on
the ground.

It was my honor and privilege to recognize
Major Mathew C. Wenthe and Technical Ser-
geant Joseph R. Kenney at a ceremony while
| was home in my district. The outstanding
heroism displayed deserves great recognition
by the entire United States, the nation they
have so selflessly served. Major Mathew C.
Wenthe and Technical Sergeant Joseph R.
Kenney have the respect and gratitude of all
Americans.

——————

CONGRATULATING PROFESSOR
JAMES MAY, RECIPIENT OF THE
2011 PROFESSOR OF THE YEAR
AWARD

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 16, 2011

Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
to congratulate Professor James May for
being named the 2011 Professor of the Year
by the Council for Advancement and Support
of Education and the Carnegie Foundation for
the Advancement of Teaching. This distin-
guished recognition is the only national award
for excellence in undergraduate teaching and
mentoring.

May is a professor of English as a Second
Language at Valencia Community College’s
East Campus, and is highly regarded for his
innovative and zealous approach to education.
He is dedicated to providing his students with
the tools they need to succeed in his courses,
creatively incorporating mobile devices and
online tools such as Google docs and
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