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care system by finding them permanent, sta-
ble homes. Currently our foster care system
serves over 400,000 children, with over
105,000 waiting to be adopted. LGBT families
can play an important role in decreasing the
number of children in care. Unfortunately,
LGBT individuals and couples face discrimina-
tion in 31 states when they attempt to adopt
or foster. Congress invests over $7 billion in
our child welfare system annually, yet we are
allowing potential adoptive parents and foster
families to be excluded to the detriment of
children.

We should show our support of those chil-
dren who are without families by passing HR
1681, the Every Child Deserves a Family Act.
| introduced this bill to protect those families
looking to foster or adopt children from dis-
crimination on the basis of their sexual ori-
entation, gender identity, or marital status or
on the basis of the sexual orientation or gen-
der identity of the child involved.

It is the purpose of our foster care system
to find children families who will love and cher-
ish them. There should be no added burden
for anyone based solely on their sexual ori-
entation, marital status, or gender identity.

| would again like to acknowledge Alameda
County for their commitment to children in
search of families and to the families willing
and able to adopt a child in need. | hope more
counties will follow their inspiring lead.

———

RECOGNIZING WOODFILL
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

HON. GEOFF DAVIS

OF KENTUCKY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, November 4, 2011

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Woodfill Elementary
School, a 2011 National Blue Ribbon award
winning educational institution in the Fourth
Congressional District of Kentucky.

The Blue Ribbon Schools Program honors
public and private institutions whose students
achieve academic excellence or have made
profound advancement in closing the gaps of
achievement, especially among disadvantaged
and minority students.

To be named a Blue Ribbon School is to
join an elite group. Of over one hundred thirty
thousand schools in the United States, just
over 6,000 have received this honor since its
creation by the Department of Labor in 1982.

Today, as we celebrate the accomplishment
of this exceptional Kentucky institution, it is my
hope that Woodfill Elementary School’s lead-
ing example of hard work and growth encour-
age schools across the nation to strive for the
same level of excellence.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in commending
the students, teachers, and administration of
Woodfill Elementary School for their devotion
to the success of the youth of the Common-
wealth of Kentucky and the United States of
America.
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HONORING THE SERVICE OF
CORPORAL JOSE “DANIEL” GASCA

HON. FRANCISCO “QUICO” CANSECO

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 4, 2011

Mr. CANSECO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Marine Corporal Jose “Daniel”
Gasca of El Paso, TX. Corporal Gasca was
driving an up-armored HUMVEE when it was
hit by a control detonated IED in Fallujah, Iraq
in September 2008. Corporal Gasca suffered
spinal fractures, broken ribs, a ruptured
spleen, and leg injuries so severe that both of
his legs required amputation. Corporal Gasca,
his wife, Angel, and their sons; 3 year old
Mathew and newborn Eli, currently live in a
non-handicapped home while Daniel continues
his treatments and therapies at Walter Reed.

On November 10, 2011, Homes for Our
Troops will provide Corporal Gasca with a
brand new home at no cost. Coporal Gasca’s
new home will be specially adapted to accom-
modate his needs, allowing him to be more
productive and independent. The work of
Homes for Our Troops and the community of
El Paso, Texas, is a great example of the ap-
preciation we should show our brave men and
women who have served our nation in uni-
form.

| extend my personal thanks and sincere
appreciation to Corporal Gasca for his sac-
rifice made while protecting our freedom. We
owe our veterans a huge amount of grati-
tude—particularly those who have been in-
jured while serving their nation. As President
Calvin Coolidge said, “The nation which for-
gets its defenders will be itself forgotten.”

IN RECOGNITION OF THE
CENTENNIAL OF NAVAL AVIATION

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 4, 2011

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to recognize the Centennial of Naval Aviation
and its service to the United States of Amer-
ica.

Throughout the last century, the men and
women of the United States Navy, Marine
Corps and Coast Guard who have heeded
freedom’s call have become America’s front
line of defense. Generation after generation of
children from the Emerald Coast have
watched our country’s finest aviators overhead
and dreamt of following in their footsteps. | am
proud to say that the First Congressional Dis-
trict of Florida holds a special place in its heart
for the Blue Angels and all who fly in our na-
tion’s defense.

Naval Air Station Pensacola, NAS Pensa-
cola, welcomed its first aviation unit on Janu-
ary 20, 1914, less than three years after the
Navy purchased its first planes. On December
7, 1917, Pensacola was designated as the
first permanent U.S. Naval Air Station. It was
America’s sole Naval Air Station until World
War |. In the ensuing years, tens of thousands
of America’s finest Naval Aviators have trained
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at NAS Pensacola, including Neil Armstrong
and Ted Williams. Today, all U.S. Naval Avi-
ators begin their training at the Cradle of
Naval Aviation.

From the first Naval Aviator, Lieutenant
Theodore Ellyson, to the current class of flight
students at NAS Pensacola, thousands of
Naval Aviators have protected America’s inter-
ests around the world and in outer space. Just
like their predecessors from previous genera-
tions, today’s students at NAS Pensacola go
through rigorous training to serve on shore
and at sea, at home and abroad, to protect
the United States and support freedom wher-
ever and whenever they are called. From
combat patrols over Iraq and Afghanistan to
relief missions in Haiti and around the world,
Naval Aviation is a touchstone of America’s
naval might.

Mr. Speaker, | am privileged to recognize
Naval Aviation for its contributions during its
first 100 years and to honor it as it takes flight
in the next 100 years.

———

HONORING ROBERT ALAN DUGGAN

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 4, 2011

Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to honor the extraordinary life of Robert Alan
Duggan, and to mourn him upon his passing
at the age of 46.

Born in Livonia, Michigan on February 23,
1965 to Patrick and Joan Duggan, Bob was a
classmate and fellow graduate of the class of
1983 from Detroit Catholic Central High
School. He went on to attend the Adrian Col-
lege, earning a Bachelor's Degree in Busi-
ness/Broadcasting. While attending Adrian
College he became a member of this nation’s
oldest and largest professional business frater-
nity, Alpha Kappa Psi. Bob joined the Screen
Actors Guild in 1997.

A true son of Livonia, Bob Duggan was born
at St. Mary’s Hospital, and there the incredibly
benevolent heart that led him to donate more
than 120 pints of blood to the Red Cross in
his lifetime stopped beating. Bob was a long
time member of St. Aidan Catholic Church,
where he had served as an altar boy and
faithfully attended every Sunday. He was a re-
altor who loved the Detroit area, and an avid
sports fan.

Regrettably, on November 3, 2011, Robert
Duggan passed from this earthly world to his
eternal reward. He is survived by his beloved
parents, Patrick and Joan, and his brothers
Michael, Daniel, James, and Timothy. Bob
was a devoted uncle, and will long be remem-
bered by 13 nieces and nephews.

Mr. Speaker, Robert Duggan is remembered
as a dedicated son, devoted brother, loving
uncle, and a true friend. Bob was a man who
deeply treasured his family, friends, commu-
nity, and his country. Today, as we bid Robert
Duggan farewell, | ask my colleagues to join
me in mourning his passing and in honoring
his devotion to our country and community.
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CONGRATULATING THE AIDS CEN-
TER OF NEW YORK CITY FOR 20
EXCELLENT YEARS OF SERVICE

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 4, 2011

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the AIDS Service Center of New
York City, for their 20 excellent years of serv-
ing Manhattan by helping New Yorkers suf-
fering from HIV/AIDS and providing them the
support to rebuild their lives.

What started out as a small organization in
1990, the AIDS Service Center stands today
as a pillar in my community’s ongoing fight
against the deadly disease that disproportion-
ately affects African-Americans and Hispanics
in the District. Through the leadership of Di-
rector Sharen Duke and the Center's dedi-
cated Board and staff, the AIDS Service Cen-
ter has provided services to over 1,800 people
each year, and engages with 18,000 people
through their peer education and community
outreach initiatives.

The work done by the AIDS Service Center
of New York City is so crucial and needed all
throughout our nation. In New York alone,
over 100,000 people live with HIV/AIDS, and
thousands more are unaware that they are liv-
ing with this terrible virus. | am forever grateful
for the significant impact the Center is making
in the lives of people in Manhattan.

| hope all my Colleagues in the House today
will join my community and me in once again
congratulating the AIDS Service Center of
New York City for their 20 years of passionate
service. We must continue to advocate and
support for our fellow brothers and sisters liv-
ing with HIV/AIDS until this epidemic no longer
threatens the way of their lives.

INTRODUCTION OF A BILL, THE
AMERICAN MICROTURBINE MAN-
UFACTURING AND CLEAN EN-
ERGY DEPLOYMENT ACT OF 2011

HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 4, 2011

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to introduce a bill, the
American Microturbine Manufacturing and
Clean Energy Deployment Act of 2011.

This bill builds on the great American tradi-
tion of innovation and manufacturing. It will
help our country create new high-paying jobs,
promote investment in the clean energy econ-
omy, and reduce air pollution and greenhouse
gas emissions.

The bill would accomplish these goals by
establishing a 30 percent investment tax credit
for microturbines, thereby granting parity with
other renewable and fuel cell technologies.
Microturbines, which have been supported by
research and development funding from the
Department of Energy, are small, ultra low
emission gas turbines that produce usable effi-
cient thermal energy and clean electrical
power. While used most often in commercial
buildings, microturbines have a wide range of
applications, including renewable power, hy-
brid electric buses, trucks, and cars.
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Over 90 percent of the world’s microturbines
are manufactured right here in the United
States by American workers for American
companies. And of the U.S. manufacturers,
one is located in Southern California and em-
ploys a number of my constituents. Another
manufacturing facility is located in New Eng-
land. American microturbine companies enjoy
a robust export market, which means cus-
tomers across the globe are increasing energy
efficiency and reducing pollution and their car-
bon footprint. But sadly, the domestic market
is weak. Why? Because our incentive struc-
ture has failed to encourage the adoption of
this readily available clean energy solution.
This must change, and my bill will help in-
crease deployment in our own country.

Where microturbines are deployed in the
United States, there are numerous success
stories. In the spirit of bi-partisanship, let me
highlight one in my home state. The Ronald
Reagan Presidential Library, which many of us
have visited, deploys sixteen 65-kilowatt
microturbines that provide onsite electricity. In
addition, the waste exhaust from the turbines
heat the facility’s water supply and is then run
through an absorption chiller to provide air
conditioning to the Air Force One Pavilion.
This innovative approach not only enhanced
the environment around the library by elimi-
nating the need to construct additional power
lines, but it also saves the facility over
$300,000 per year in utility bills.

We have the opportunity to help businesses
and families across the nation save energy
and preserve the environment. And, by enact-
ing the American Microturbine Manufacturing
and Clean Energy Deployment Act, we will
create thousands of jobs. According to a re-
cent survey of the microturbine industry, esti-
mates are that the enactment of a 30 percent
tax credit could immediately create over 2,000
new jobs. During the first year of the new tax
credit, enough new microturbines could be de-
ployed to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
by an estimated 170,000 tons of CO,. These
numbers will only increase the years after the
tax credit is enacted. While the potential of
this energy technology is huge—eventually
representing tens of thousands of jobs in the
U.S. alone—deployment has been held back
by the lack of incentive support.

Mr. Speaker, two of the most overarching
public policy goals of the Congress and the
country are to create jobs and promote energy
efficiency and independence. | strongly believe
that microturbine technology is a key compo-
nent in our efforts to meet these challenges.
This is an American-invented technology and
an American-dominated industry. We should
keep it that way. | urge our colleagues to join
me in supporting this clean, innovative Amer-
ican industry.

IN HONOR OF VETERANS DAY

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 4, 2011

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor America’s veterans, who
have courageously served our nation. These
brave men and women deserve a debt of grat-
itude for their commitment to protecting the lib-
erties that are the foundation of our country.
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As we recognize their selfless dedication
and accomplishments, we must be reminded
of the challenges many veterans face when
returning home from tours in Iraq and Afghani-
stan. Unfortunately, upon returning to civilian
life, many suffer from severe physical and
mental wounds. In fact, 20 percent of all sui-
cides in the United States are veterans. Fur-
thermore, 25 percent of those who find them-
selves homeless are veterans and many of
them are also unemployed. These figures are
extremely alarming and quite frankly, unac-
ceptable.

Mr. Speaker, as we welcome home the
thousands of American troops currently de-
ployed overseas, we must ensure that they re-
ceive the benefits they rightly deserve. It is im-
perative that we provide the very best edu-
cational, medical, and employment benefits
available to assist with their transition back
home.

On this day, | encourage all Americans to
honor our nation’s veterans. My thoughts and
prayers are with those brave men and women
and their families. Let us remember those who
have fought, those who have returned, and
those who have not. We are forever indebted
to their courage and dedication as well as
their service to this great nation.

———

RECOGNIZING DR. JIMMY JONES
UPON RECEIVING THE PHILIP O.
LICHTBLAU, M.D. AWARD

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, November 4, 2011

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Dr. Jimmy Jones on receiving
the Philip O. Lichtblau, M.D. Award. Dr. Jones
has spent the last 45 years serving his pa-
tients, his community, and his country; and |
am proud to recognize his lifetime of achieve-
ments.

After graduating from the University of Ten-
nessee Medical School in 1956, Dr. Jones
began his medical career with the U.S. Naval
Hospital in Queens, New York. He continued
his active duty service as a flight surgeon in
the Navy through 1959. Dr. Jones remained in
the Naval Reserve and retired in 1997 with the
rank of Captain. After 1960, he worked in Bos-
ton, practicing general surgery, thoracic sur-
gery, and ultimately pediatric surgery, which
became his life’s calling. In 1972, he moved to
the Gulf Coast, serving as a pediatric surgeon
at Sacred Heart Children’s Hospital in Pensa-
cola, Florida. For 35 years, he was the only
pediatric surgeon in the Panhandle. Dr. Jones
returned to active duty from 1990-1997 as a
surgeon in both Pensacola and Okinawa,
Japan. Following his naval retirement, he re-
turned to Northwest Florida as Surgeon-in-
chief of the Pensacola Nemours Children’s
Clinic. In 2005, Dr. Jones became the Assist-
ant Medical Director at the clinic, where he re-
mains today.

Beyond his extensive career accomplish-
ments, Dr. Jones has given his life to serving
the children of our community. He works ex-
tensively with the Sacred Heart Foundation,
the Children’s Miracle Network, and founded
the local Caduceus Society to create a mech-
anism for physicians to contribute towards
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