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Primarily comprised of Nisei, second-gen-
eration Japanese-Americans who faced crush-
ing prejudice and discrimination in the United
States at the same time many of their family
members were serving their country; this ex-
ceptional group has received honors and com-
mendations of the highest level. In 2000, the
Military Intelligence Service received the Presi-
dential Unit Citation, the highest possible
honor for a military unit, and in 2010 the 6,000
graduates of the MIS were awarded the Con-
gressional Gold Medal, the highest civilian
award given in this country. The Gold Medal
ceremony conferring this honor was held this
week in the U.S. Capitol and was attended by
many of these courageous men. At the end of
the war, General Charles Willoughby, Chief of
Staff for Military Intelligence under General
MacArthur, said that “The Nisei shortened the
Pacific War by two years and saved possibly
a million American lives and saved probably
billions of dollars” during the conflict.

Initially run out of an airplane hangar on
Crissy Field in San Francisco, the Military In-
telligence Service was forced to relocate to
Camp Savage in Minnesota in 1942 after
President Roosevelt ordered the relocation of
Japanese on the West Coast into internment
camps. The language school continued to
grow rapidly from its base at Camp Savage,
and by 1944 had moved again, to Fort
Snelling in St. Paul, to accommodate its in-
creasing enrollment. After the war ended the
MIS moved to the Presidio in Monterey, Cali-
fornia, where it continued to provide essential
language services to the Department of De-
fense.

By the 1970s the Military Intelligence Serv-
ice’s name had been changed to the Defense
Language Institute, and all of the Department
of Defense language programs were consoli-
dated to the Monterey location. From there the
program grew into the Defense Language In-
stitute Foreign Language Center, which cele-
brates its 70th anniversary on November 5,
2011 with a ball in Monterey.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to be paying
tribute to this outstanding group of Japanese
Americans who selflessly served our nation
during World War Il. | know | speak for the en-
tire House of Representatives in honoring
these heroes.

——————

COMMEMORATING 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE BARBARA SI-
NATRA CHILDREN’S CENTER

HON. MARY BONO MACK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 3, 2011

Mrs. BONO MACK. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to a truly remarkable
woman and dear friend, Mrs. Barbara Sinatra;
and to celebrate the enduring legacy of one of
her greatest achievements: The Barbara Si-
natra Children’s Center in Rancho Mirage,
California.

One of the Coachella Valley’s—and indeed
the world’'s—most revered couples, Frank and
Barbara Sinatra founded the Children’s Center
at the Eisenhower Medical Center in 1986,
and this year the Center celebrates its 25th
anniversary. On behalf of the people of the
45th Congressional District, | extend my most
heartfelt congratulations on this momentous
occasion.
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Barbara Sinatra is beloved in our community
for her caring and personal nature. Well
known as someone who is just as comfortable
running errands around town or attending
charity galas with celebrity friends, Barbara Si-
natra is a community treasure, and | am privi-
leged to have this opportunity to call attention
to one of the great women of our time and her
signature cause.

Dedicated to improving the health and
wellness of children who have suffered from
child abuse and neglect or who are consid-
ered at risk, the Barbara Sinatra Center
serves today as a shining example for the rest
of the world to follow. The Center exists to
benefit children of all walks of life, but the ma-
jority of those served are the ones who are
most in need due to either their economic or
family circumstances. By their own estimates,
more than 86% of the children who benefit
from the Center’s services are below the fed-
eral poverty line. Having established the pop-
ular “Bosley the Bear” method of abuse edu-
cation for young children, the Center is well
regarded for its innovative approach to em-
powering kids to recognize dangerous situa-
tions and learn how to protect themselves.

Barbara Sinatra earned respect throughout
the world for her commitment to ending abuse
of our society’s most vulnerable members. As
the spouse of one of the world’s most famous
entertainers, Barbara Sinatra used her consid-
erable talents to help children in need and has
literally devoted her life to this critically impor-
tant mission. Her work has been praised as
groundbreaking and effective, and the Center
enjoys remarkable support from the commu-
nity and the families it has assisted over the
more than two decades it has been in oper-
ation.

The list of philanthropists and abuse profes-
sionals who sing the praises of the Barbara
Sinatra Children’s Center is long and illus-
trious. At the 25th Anniversary Gala being
celebrated this month, two such supporters
will be recognized for their contributions to the
Center—co-founders Helene Galen and Nelda
Linsk.

Helene Galen is widely recognized as a
leader in the philanthropic community, and a
driving force behind countless worthwhile and
charitable causes. Her support as a co-found-
er and President of the Children’s Center
Board of Directors has been invaluable and
provides the Center with organizational and
fundraising guidance that only someone of
Galen’s stature and expertise could impart.

Well respected in the desert community for

her business acumen and commitment to
helping others, Nelda Linsk has also been
there from the beginning. Ms. Linsk joined
Barbara Sinatra in recognizing the need for
building self-esteem among victims of abuse,
and her passion for helping others by sharing
from her personal experience and her gen-
erous financial support helped make the dif-
ference in the evolution of the center from a
local resource to a world-class treatment facil-
ity.
yOf course, none of this would have been
possible without the drive, determination and
devotion of Barbara Sinatra. Before Barbara
Sinatra, Helene Galen and Nelda Linsk estab-
lished the Children’s Center, child abuse was
rarely discussed and there was little under-
standing of the causes and means to prevent
this devastating behavior.

The lives of countless families, most impor-
tantly the children themselves, have been for-
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ever altered due to the tireless commitment
and generous contributions made by these
caring and unselfish women. Under Barbara
Sinatra’s leadership, the Center has made a
difference in our community and throughout
the world. No longer is child abuse discussed
only in hushed conversations and hidden from
the light of day, due largely to their
groundbreaking work, new treatments and
strategies are being developed that will hope-
fully reduce this most heinous form of abuse.

| am deeply honored not only to call Bar-
bara, Helene and Nelda my friends, but also
to serve as their representative in Congress
and to have this opportunity to call attention to
their great work and the Center’'s ongoing mis-
sion.

Mr. Speaker, | ask all Members to join me
in recognizing Barbara Sinatra Children’s Cen-
ter on the occasion of its 25th anniversary,
and wishing Mrs. Sinatra and the Center an-
other 25 years of service to these most vulner-
able members of our community.

——

ECKERD COLLEGE SEARCH AND
RESCUE TEAM CELEBRATES 40
YEARS OF OUTSTANDING SERV-
ICE

HON. C.W. BILL YOUNG

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 3, 2011

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to recognize the 40th Anniversary of the
Eckerd College Search and Rescue (EC-
SAR) team, one of the most unique and suc-
cessful programs of its kind anywhere in our
nation.

It is a privilege for me to represent Eckerd
College and to have seen first hand the out-
standing work of the students, faculty and staff
who run the search and rescue program.
Eckerd is a beautiful small private waterfront
college with not only a tremendous academic
reputation but also one as a leader in water
sports and water activities.

The Search and Rescue Program was start-
ed by a group of students in 1971 to provide
safety services for the college’s water sports
activities. By 1977, the program had become
so successful and had attracted so much in-
terest that it expanded to provide routine and
emergency search and rescue services to the
Tampa Bay boating community. Since then,
the students; who are trained in technical res-
cue, boating safety, seamanship, searching,
fire fighting, de-watering, navigation, medical
response, and piloting rescue vessels; have
worked side by side with the United States
Coast Guard and a multitude of state and
local agencies to save lives and rescue
stranded boaters. In fact, the Eckerd Search
and Rescue team was one of the first units to
respond to a disastrous shipping accident in
1980 which destroyed one span of the mas-
sive Sunshine Skyway Bridge.

Mr. Speaker, the students and staff of
Eckerd College give back to our community
many times over through this superb program.
They receive and respond to more than 500
calls per year and throughout the program’s
history have handled over 15,000 calls for as-
sistance. This weekend, many of the pro-
gram’s organizers and volunteers from the
past 40 years will gather to celebrate the his-
tory and accomplishments of this unique and
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valuable program. It is my hope that my col-
leagues in the House will join me in saying
thank you to all those who have been a part
of the Eckerd College Search and Rescue
program for a job well done.

—

TRIBUTE TO HOWARD WOLPE
HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 3, 2011

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, today | pay tribute to the life of
one of my House colleagues, Howard Wolpe.
Congressman Wolpe was a former chair of the
U.S. House of Representatives Africa Sub-
committee and senior adviser for Africa to two
Democratic presidents, who died last week at
his home in Saugatuck, Michigan.

Congressman Wolpe, who represented
Michigan in Congress from 1979-1992, was a
leading anti-apartheid campaigner and advo-
cate for Africa. As Subcommittee chair for 10
years, he sponsored the Comprehensive Anti-
apartheid Act of 1986, which imposed sanc-
tions against South Africa, and passed despite
President Ronald Reagan’s veto. Congress-
man Wolpe also spearheaded a comprehen-
sive overhaul of American assistance to Afri-
ca, winning passage of the African Famine
Recovery and Development Act and creating
the African Development Foundation.

Congressman Wolpe also served as Presi-
dent Bill Clinton’s special envoy to Africa’s
Great Lakes Region. He helped mediate an
end to conflicts in Burundi and the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, which killed and up-
rooted large numbers of civilians. He served
as director of the Africa Program at the Wood-
row Wilson International Center for Scholars
and returned to government service as special
adviser to President Barrack Obama.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me in paying tribute to Congressman Wolpe.
| appreciate his dedication to this nation and
to the peace in Africa. He will truly be missed.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JAMES B. RENACCI

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, November 3, 2011

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
817, due to flight cancelation and subsequent
delay traveling to Washington from my District,
| was unable to vote. Had | been present, |
would have voted “yea.”

——————

CONGRATULATIONS PRESIDENT-
ELECT ROSEN PLEVNELIEV

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 3, 2011

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, | am grateful to congratulate President-
Elect Rosen Plevneliev who was declared the
winner of Bulgaria’s presidential election on
Monday in an outcome that now gives his
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party control over all major government posts
and will bolster its push for painful economic
reforms, according to The Washington Exam-
iner.

President-Elect Plevneliev won Sunday’s
contest with 52.56 percent of the vote, accord-
ing to the Central Election Commission in its
final tally. It said the turnout was 48 percent.

Most of the power in the Balkan country of
7.4 million people rests with Prime Minister
Boiko Borisov and Parliament, but the presi-
dent leads the armed forces and can veto leg-
islation and sign international treaties. He also
names ambassadors and the heads of the in-
telligence and security services.

The governing GERB party now controls
Bulgaria’s top two executive positions and
Parliament.

President-Elect Plevneliev, 47, is a former
entrepreneur who has been lauded for push-
ing through several large-scale infrastructure
projects as regional development minister. He
has been a member of the board of directors
of the American Chamber of Commerce
(AmCham). He has pledged to reduce the
budget deficit and pursue business-friendly
policies. He also said he would do his best to
unite Bulgarians in pursuit of reforms in the ju-
dicial and health care systems, while diversi-
fying energy supplies and improving trade.

President-Elect Plevneliev will take office on
January 23. He will replace President Georgi
Parvanov, who was barred by law from seek-
ing re-election because he had served two
five-year terms.

The center-right GERB party also scored
victories in the run-off elections for local may-
ors in most of Bulgaria’s big cities, including in
the capital, Sofia.

Congratulations President-Elect Plevneliev
and best wishes for success in serving the
people of Bulgaria which is a valued partner of
America.

—————

SUPPORT OF H.R. 2940 AND H.R.
2930

HON. PHIL GINGREY

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 3, 2011

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today as a proud supporter of H.R. 2940,
the Access to Capital for Job Creators Act and
H.R. 2930, The Entrepreneur Access to Cap-
ital Act, both of which seek to help entre-
preneurs and small business owners access
the capital they need to start or expand their
business.

Providing entrepreneurs with the ability to
raise more capital will lead to further innova-
tion and a more favorable business model, for
small businessmen and women.

Mr. Speaker, the House has passed 15 jobs
bills—the ‘Forgotten Fifteen’ that are lan-
guishing in the Senate. With over 46 million
Americans living in poverty, we cannot afford
to wait any longer.

| urge my colleagues in the House and Sen-
ate to support these critical bills.

E1991

NORTHERN ROCKIES ECOSYSTEM
PROTECTION ACT

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 3, 2011

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, today, along
with my friends RAUL GRIJALVA, EDWARD MAR-
KEY and 25 other Members, | am reintroducing
the Northern Rockies Ecosystem Protection
Act (NREPA), legislation that will protect one
of our nation’s greatest natural resources, the
Wild Rockies. With Americans vacationing
closer to home, our national parks have seen
an increase in visitors in the last few years—
a clear indication of America’s love for our wild
national treasures. We must do everything
possible to preserve our pristine wilderness
areas so they can be enjoyed by future gen-
erations. In addition, a healthy habitat helps to
create jobs including those related to restora-
tion, construction, engineering, recreation,
tourism, and retail.

NREPA uses sound science to protect the
health of whole ecosystems, including the ani-
mals that graze, the native plants and forests
that grow, and the watersheds that run
through the Northern Rockies. With that goal
in mind, this legislation will protect 23 million
acres by designating all of the inventoried
roadless areas in the Northern Rockies as wil-
derness, including wild and scenic rivers and
streams. The bill also includes a process for
States and tribal governments to negotiate a
management plan for migratory and biological
corridors. NREPA will safeguard only federal
public lands—lands owned by all Americans—
in Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Oregon and
Washington, and does not affect private land-
owners. It also allows for historic uses such as
hunting, fishing and firewood gathering.

NREPA designations are based on ecologi-
cal and watershed features—not political
boundaries. As we all know, rivers don’t stay
within one Congressional District, animals
don’t know when they've crossed a political
boundary, and forests span millions of miles
with no regard for state-lines. | urge my col-
leagues to take this essential step toward pre-
serving precious wildlife habitat and whole
functioning ecosystems in the Wild Rockies.

————

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND LEG-
ACY OF EVANGELIST DELLA
MAE KING SUTTON

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 3, 2011

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to give honor to the life and
legacy of Evangelist Della Mae King Sutton of
Nesbit, Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, Evangelist
Sutton was an indomitable woman of God.
She devoted her life to empowering those
around her with the knowledge found both in
traditional school settings as well as within the
Christian church. Born July 20, 1941 in Desoto
County, Mississippi, Ms. Della was the first
born daughter to the late Turner King, Sr. and
the late Remell Bridgeforth King.

Ms. Sutton began her educational training at
Shiloh M.B. Church in Desoto County, Mis-
sissippi where her father was the instructor.
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