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300 soldiers in the city of Alessandria. For his 
actions, he was awarded a division citation 
and accepted the key to Alessandria on behalf 
of his battalion. Subsequently Plourde would 
receive a field promotion to the rank of Cap-
tain, a Bronze Star, a Purple Heart, and a Dis-
tinguished Unit Badge for his heroism. Citing 
his effectiveness under fire and his personal 
concern for the men under his command, 
Plourde’s commanding officer Major 
Mitsuyoshi Fukuda wrote that he had ‘‘won the 
highest respect from both the men and the of-
ficers within the 100th Battalion.’’ 

Today, Thomas Plourde’s daughter, Janet 
Barrett, will accept the Congressional Gold 
Medal on behalf of her father for his coura-
geous service in the war. The Congressional 
Gold Medal is the highest civilian award in the 
United States. The decoration is awarded to 
an individual who performs an outstanding 
deed or act of service for the security, pros-
perity, and national interest of the country. 
Mainers have a long tradition of service in the 
armed forces. I am proud of Lt. Colonel 
Plourde’s place in that history. His remarkable 
leadership and heroism in the face of un-
speakable evil will never be forgotten. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring Lt. 
Colonel Thomas Plourde of Lewiston, Maine, 
for his distinguished service to this country. 
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PENNY FOOLISH 

HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 2, 2011 

Mr. ROTHMAN of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to talk about common cents. 

Currently it costs more than a penny for the 
U.S. Mint to make a one cent coin and more 
than a nickel to make the five cent piece. This 
problem is currently being examined at the re-
quest of the U.S. Mint. 

Over the next two years, a Pennsylvania 
company has been contracted by the Mint to 
conduct research and development for more 
economical alternative metallic materials for 
the production of all circulating coins. 

As this study begins, I would like to submit 
into the Record one possible solution, offered 
by David L. Ganz, a friend of mine, a member 
of the Board of Freeholders of Bergen County, 
N.J., and a former president of the American 
Numismatic Association. 

In an op-ed in the Sunday New York Times 
from August 21, 2011, Mr. Ganz took on the 
issue of the penny and proposes a specific so-
lution, which I hope that the study will review 
along with other alternatives. 

[From New York Times, Aug. 20, 2011] 
PENNY FOOLISH 

(By David L. Ganz) 
In this time of fiscal strain, Americans can 

find some savings by simply looking in their 
purses and pockets. 

Because of increases in commodity prices, 
it now costs more than one cent to make a 
penny and more than five cents to make a 
nickel. The United States Mint, sensitive to 
the risks of changing the composition and 
feel of our coinage, has been reluctant to re-
vise the composition of these two coins. 

But that is precisely what the Mint—which 
last year produced 4 billion pennies and 490 
million nickels—should do. 

While eliminating the penny has been de-
bated for decades, it is not a realistic option; 

the penny has tremendous symbolic value 
and removing it would have the effect of 
raising prices—particularly for people of 
modest means, who use currency the most— 
because retailers would round up. Reducing 
the size of the coins is impractical because of 
the cost of recalibrating vending machines 
and the need to ensure that the coin is not 
interchangeable with any foreign coin. 

Changing the composition of the penny by 
using less costly materials is the only fea-
sible alternative. The Mint, part of the 
Treasury Department, has changed the size 
or composition of the cent more than a dozen 
times since 1793. Two of the most recent al-
terations were the switch to zinc-coated 
steel in 1943, caused by the wartime shortage 
of copper, and the switch to zinc with copper 
plating in 1982, a response to rising com-
modity prices. 

Past debates have brought forth a variety 
of unconventional suggestions: plastic (used 
as sales-tax tokens—representing fractions 
of a cent—in the 1930s, but cheap-looking), 
industrial porcelain (Germany and Thailand 
tried this, but it breaks easily); and vul-
canite rubber (used as currency in Guate-
mala early in the last century, but too ex-
otic for American tastes). 

Metallic alloys are probably the best 
choice for a new-composition penny and 
nickel. The precise choice needs to reflect 
four values: cost effectiveness, security of 
supply, aesthetic acceptability and minimal 
disruption to vending machines. (Pennies are 
not commonly accepted by machines, but are 
sometimes inserted anyway; a penny of a dif-
ferent composition could cause machines to 
jam.) 

In a 1976 study of the penny, the Research 
Triangle Institute rejected chromium, tin, 
titanium, copper-aluminum-nickel-zinc de-
rivatives and zinc mixtures. At current 
prices, none of these would be cost-effective. 
In practical terms, that leaves two basic me-
tallic groups: an aluminum alloy, which is 
better, heavier and stronger than the pure 
aluminum cent proposed in the 1970s, but 
still expensive, and steel, which is the clear 
favorite for affordability and security, but 
poses technical challenges. 

The best approach is to meld the two. Alu-
minized steel is ideal because it is available 
coiled—squeezed by rollers and then put into 
a lasso-like form that can be fed directly 
into a coining press. It would work for the 
penny and the nickel—and the dime, if it is 
ever threatened. 

Let’s use a new aluminized-steel alloy that 
allows the Mint to produce an affordable 
penny. Ideally, this would be accompanied by 
a redesign, and a collector’s-edition one-cent 
coin made of gold and silver. This would 
complement the success the Mint has had 
with the state quarters program and with 
collectors’ coins made of precious metals. 

Contrary to the song, pennies do not come 
from heaven. Ours come from the Mint, 
which must supply them now and in the fu-
ture. Let’s reintroduce the penny as a coin 
that matters, and put its production on a 
sounder financial footing. 
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HONORING PATRICK HYLAND ON 
HIS DISTINGUISHED CAREER AS 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE 
NORTHEAST PUBLIC POWER AS-
SOCIATION 

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 2, 2011 

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Mr. Patrick Hyland, who, for 

more than 22 years, has served with distinc-
tion as executive director of the Northeast 
Public Power Association. 

Under Pat Hyland’s leadership, the North-
east Public Power Association has been the 
leading voice for 79 consumer-owned utilities 
that provide energy to more than two million 
citizens in the six New England states of Mas-
sachusetts, Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, 
Connecticut and Rhode Island. 

Over the years, Pat Hyland has worked 
closely with Members of the New England del-
egation, from both sides of the aisle, to ad-
vance the interest of NEPPA consumers in 
New England. Under the leadership of their 
local elected energy boards, NEPPA utilities 
are responsible for providing reliable electric 
services at affordable prices throughout the re-
gion. 

Pat Hyland is well known throughout the 
New England Congressional delegation for his 
integrity and forthrightness. He has played a 
pivotal role in advocating on behalf of NEPPA 
utilities that deliver vital electricity, and in 
some cases water services, on a non-profit, 
publicly-accountable basis to consumers in 
small and large communities throughout New 
England. 

To highlight just two of his successes, Pat 
has effectively spearheaded legislative efforts 
to increase awareness of impacts to con-
sumers in New England—who are also our 
constituents—of wholesale and retail competi-
tion, including the creation of Regional Trans-
mission Organizations (RTOs), and energy ca-
pacity markets and the implementation of key 
transmission rate policies. 

Throughout his career, Pat Hyland has been 
actively involved in federal energy policy. He 
was a key resource to me during the debate 
over the amendment that I successfully of-
fered to provide for open transmission access 
when Congress enacted the Energy Policy Act 
of 1992; he was a voice of caution regarding 
the need to ensure appropriate consumer and 
investor protections in the event of a repeal of 
the Public Utility Holding Company Act in the 
Energy Policy Act of 2005; and he was a lead-
er in the effort to obtain comparable renew-
able incentives for the customers of con-
sumer-owned utilities. 

He has also taken the lead to increase con-
sumer awareness about the impact of whole-
sale and retail competition and operations of 
Regional Transmission Organizations. 

My personal and professional respect and 
admiration for Pat runs deep, and I wish him 
happiness and good health in his retirement. 
The wise counsel, calm determination, and 
good Irish sense-of-humor, which he has pro-
vided to me and others in Congress for many 
years on behalf of NEPPA, will be sorely 
missed. 

I am told that one of the highlights of Pat’s 
life was to meet the legendary Celtics basket-
ball player Bob Cousey. I understand that, be-
cause over the last 20 years Pat Hyland has 
been New England’s public power ‘‘point 
guard’’: taking control of the game, mastering 
it with wizardry and elegance, and dazzling 
fans. 

And so I wish today, Mr. Speaker to say to 
Pat, thank you for your service. We will miss 
you and we wish you well. 
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A TRIBUTE TO MR. WILLIAM 

‘‘BILL’’ GOODWIN 

HON. DAVE CAMP 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 2, 2011 

Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to Bill Goodwin in recognition of his 
75th birthday this Wednesday, November 2nd. 

Bill Goodwin served as a page in the United 
States House of Representatives during the 
83rd Congress. Sponsored by former Michigan 
Representative George Dondero, he began his 
time as a bench page in January of 1953 at 
the age of 15 in an effort to support his wid-
owed mother and four siblings back home. Bill 
was quickly moved to work in the Democratic 
Cloakroom where he answered calls, orga-
nized the transportation of documents and 
later guarded lobby doors and access to the 
House floor. Additionally, he participated in the 
page glee club, sang for page graduations, 
and was even asked by members of Congress 
to sing the Lord’s Prayer on the Floor while 
the House was in recess. 

Most notably, Bill can be remembered for 
his valiant efforts during the 1954 Puerto 
Rican shootings in the House Chamber where 
he assisted in carrying stretchers from the 
House floor. In a widely popularized photo-
graph of the events, he can be recognized 
carrying a stretcher bearing Representative 
Alvin Bentley down the House steps. 

In 1955, Bill graduated from the Capitol 
Page School and returned to Michigan to fin-
ish his studies. He entered Wayne State Uni-
versity as a veterinarian student, but left two 
years later to return home to support his fam-
ily. He worked as a technician at National 
Cash Register for several years, and left the 
company to begin his own cash register busi-
ness. 

An avid entrepreneur, Bill later delved into 
the hovercraft business, where he secured 
several patents for the vehicle over the years. 
Ever the businessman, Bill currently operates 
his own landscaping business and enjoys tak-
ing part in activities such as hunting, and sing-
ing in the church choir. 

Bill Goodwin’s contributions to his family, 
the State of Michigan, and this House of Rep-
resentatives have been truly remarkable. On 
behalf of the Fourth Congressional District of 
Michigan, I am honored today to recognize Bill 
Goodwin in celebration of his 75th birthday. I 
hope the year to come will bring him health, 
happiness, and special times with family and 
friends. 
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HONORING STORIED GAY RIGHTS 
LEADER FRANKLIN KAMENY 

HON. JAMES P. MORAN 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 2, 2011 

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to intro-
duce a recent editorial by Nick Benton, editor 
and publisher of the Falls Church News Press. 
His editorial, which appeared on October 19, 
2011, reads as follows: 

It was by a remarkable and gracious coin-
cidence that the first weekend after the pass-
ing of our gay movement’s greatest pioneer, 

Franklin Kameny, the Martin Luther King 
Jr. Memorial was dedicated on the National 
Mall. 

The ceremony included a viewing of the en-
tirety of Dr. King’s 17-minute ‘‘I Have a 
Dream’’ speech delivered on the steps of the 
Lincoln Memorial to 300,000 in the ‘‘Great 
March on Washington’’ of August 28, 1963, 
the year of the 100th anniversary of Lin-
coln’s signing of the Emancipation Procla-
mation. 

Seven of the handful of original gay mem-
bers of the Mattachine Society of Wash-
ington, led by Kameny, attended that his-
toric rally and heard that speech. It was with 
its echoes ringing in their ears that in 1965, 
Kameny and a tiny cadre of fellow homo-
sexuals carried out the first-ever organized 
picket line demanding homosexual equality 
held at the White House gates. 

In his 1963 speech, Dr. King welcomed the 
racially-diverse makeup of the rally. ‘‘Many 
of our white brothers, as evidenced by their 
presence here today, have come to realize 
that their destiny is tied up with our des-
tiny. They have come to realize that their 
freedom is inextricably bound to our free-
dom,’’ he intoned. 

‘‘We hold these truths to be self-evident: 
that all men are created equal,’’ Dr. King de-
clared. ‘‘I have a dream that my four little 
children will one day live in a nation where 
they will not be judged by the color of their 
skin but by the content of their character.’’ 

That speech directly inspired the rise of 
our modern gay movement, led by Kameny 
(May 21, 1925–October 11, 2011), Lilli Vincenz, 
Barbara Gittings and a handful of others, as 
chronicled in the film documentary, ‘‘Gay 
Pioneers’’ (2004), produced by the Philadel-
phia Equality Forum. 

Frank Kameny, I am proud to say, was my 
friend in recent years. He was arguably the 
single most seminal influence in the history 
of our movement, so claimed at a Rainbow 
History Project forum last week. Kameny 
was scheduled to speak at that forum before 
his untimely death at age 86 just two days 
before. 

His was the strident, compelling force that 
led the effort against the 1950s McCarthyite 
anti-homosexual witch hunts in the govern-
ment (David K. Johnson, ‘‘The Lavender 
Scare, The Cold War Persecution of Gays and 
Lesbians in the Federal Government,’’ 2004). 

He organized picket lines when no one else 
was doing it and carried on a relentless, life-
long fight for equality. He ran for public of-
fice and railed loudly against injustice in an 
era when no one, except in rarefied circles of 
literary or artistic elites, dared publicly de-
clare their homosexuality. 

His crowning achievement was his relent-
less, eventually successful campaign to get 
the American Psychiatric Association to re-
move homosexuality from its list of mental 
disorders in 1973. That signal achievement 
changed the public perception of homosex-
uality, laying the groundwork for growing 
public acceptance and affirmation since. 

Kameny invented the slogan, ‘‘Gay is 
Good,’’ far more controversial in its time 
than it seems now. I defended it then against 
objections of dedicated gay friends who con-
sidered it too radical. 

When I first met Frank, I was a young gay 
activist in 1970 in San Francisco. Dr. King’s 
speech permeating the national ethos, I’d 
made two life-changing decisions, entering 
seminary in 1966 and joining Kameny and his 
San Francisco counterparts prior to Stone-
wall in early 1969 to ‘‘come out’’ and join the 
struggle for gay, and human, liberation. 

Our fight, I wrote in the editorial for the 
first Gay Sunshine newspaper, ‘‘should hark-
en to a greater cause, the cause of human 
liberation, of which homosexual liberation is 
just one aspect.’’ 

Regrettably, about that same time, the on-
slaught of the right wing, socially-engi-
neered anarcho-hedonist counterculture hi-
jacked our movement, dashing Dr. King’s ap-
peal to the ‘‘content of character’’ in the 
process. We’ve had to live, and die, with the 
consequences of that since. 

I reconnected with Frank in recent years, 
while his contributions became more recog-
nized and appreciated. A milestone came 
when the many picket signs, leaflets, speech-
es and photographs he’d kept from his ear-
liest activist days were formally received as 
a special collection at the Smithsonian In-
stitution. He was honored at the White 
House by President Obama, and a photo of 
him and me with Vice President Biden hangs 
in my office. 

Along with another other early activist 
and mutual friend, Lilli Vincenz, and her 
long-time partner Nancy Davis, I hosted 
Frank as my guest at the national dinner of 
the Human Rights Campaign in 2005, and 
often invited him to lunches at The Palm 
restaurant in downtown D.C. 

Those many lunches were not only to 
enjoy his company, but to provide opportuni-
ties for my friends, especially younger ones, 
gay and otherwise, to meet and appreciate 
this genuine hero of our movement. Re-
cently, of this ‘‘Gay Science’’ project, 
Kameny smiled and quipped, ‘‘I think we 
wind up in the same place.’’ I concurred. 
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TO RECOGNIZE 18TH ANNUAL YOM 
HASHOAH-HOLOCAUST COM-
MEMORATION PROGRAM FOR 
THE STATEN ISLAND JEWISH 
COMMUNITY 

HON. MICHAEL G. GRIMM 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 2, 2011 

Mr. GRIMM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the incredible sacrifice made by the 
victims of the Holocaust. On the 27th Day of 
Nissan, Jews around the world stood in re-
spect and memoriam to honor the senseless 
slaughter of so many. On Staten Island, the 
18th annual Yom Hashoah-Holocaust Com-
memoration Program for the Staten Island 
Jewish Community was held at Temple Israel 
Reform Congregation, Randall Manor. Holo-
caust survivor Inge Auerbacher—a woman of 
remarkable bravery—gave the keynote ad-
dress. 

While humanity vowed never to repeat the 
atrocities committed during the Holocaust, we 
must recognize that genocide continues in 
places like Darfur and Rwanda. With the 
memory of the Holocaust permanently in our 
minds, we must maintain an intense focus on 
the present and future to put an end to these 
unconscionable crimes. 

f 

HONORING THE WASHINGTON 
STATE’S NISEI VETERANS 

HON. JIM McDERMOTT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 2, 2011 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the Japanese-American veterans 
who served so courageously during World 
War II in the 100th Infantry Battalion, the 
442nd Regimental Combat Team, and the 
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