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and the extraordinary service of all of its mem-
bers. Today marks the 236th year of the
Navy’s existence. Since its birth in 1775, our
sailors have bravely served our Nation here at
home and in all corners of the globe. Whether
it is protecting Americans and our allies, to
keeping the seas open for commerce or as-
sisting other nations after global disasters, the
United States Navy has truly been a global
force for good.

My own state of Connecticut has a proud
naval tradition. We are fortunate enough to be
home to the Naval Submarine Base New Lon-
don, which is known as the “First and Finest
Submarine Base”. Originally commissioned as
a navy yard on April 11th, 1868, our base now
boasts 15 home ported submarines and em-
ploys over 7,500 service members and civil-
ians. As a result, the base is one of the larg-
est employers in southeastern Connecticut.
Over the years, and with the establishment of
naval schools and training facilities, the base
has become a symbol of strength and pride
for Connecticut, and for the entire Navy. Not
only was the first diesel powered submarine
commissioned in Groton, but our New London
base was the first in the history of the Navy.

Mr. Speaker, | believe that we can all agree
the Navy deserves recognition for their contin-
ued and constant service to our country. From
skirmishes with the Royal Navy in 1776 to to-
day’s operations in the Middle East, the Navy
has remained an organization that all Ameri-
cans can be proud of. | ask my colleagues to
join me, and the people of Connecticut, in ap-
plauding the current and former sailors around
the world for their service in the U.S. Navy.
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Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to intro-
duce the Supporting Colorectal Examination
and Education Now (SCREEN) Act. This legis-
lation will remove barriers to one of the most
effective preventive health screenings avail-
able, saving lives and reducing health care
costs in the process. | urge all of my col-
leagues to support this important legislation.

The statistics surrounding colon cancer are
startling. Colon cancer is the number two can-
cer killer in the United States for both men
and women. (CDC Colorectal Cancer Vital
Signs; July 2011)

Over 50,000 people will die this year from
this disease according to the American Cancer
Society (2010 Fact & Figures).

These deaths become more tragic when
one considers that colorectal cancer is highly
preventable with appropriate screening. Ac-
cording to the American Cancer Society (2010
Facts & Figures), the 5 year survival rate is
90% for those diagnosed at an early stage;
however, less than 40% of the cases are diag-
nosed at that stage.

During colorectal cancer screening by
colonoscopy, pre-cancerous polyps are re-
moved during the same encounter, thus pre-
venting cancer from developing, as opposed
to other cancer screenings where early detec-
tion is the goal. That is one reason why the
U.S. Preventive Services Task Force provides
an “A” rating for CRC screenings.
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The CDC “colorectal cancer control pro-
gram” screening target rate is 80%. The
American Cancer Society and other patient
advocacy groups have a target rate of 75%.
Unfortunately, only half of the Medicare popu-
lation is being screened, despite the avail-
ability of a Medicare colon cancer screening
benefit. According to CMS and American Can-
cer Society (March 2011), Medicare claims in-
dicate that only 52-58% of beneficiaries have
had any colorectal cancer test and there is
“clearly an opportunity to improve colorectal
cancer screening rates in the Medicare popu-
lation.”

The latest findings by the American Cancer
Society confirm that screening rates among
the Medicare population continue to be in this
50th percentile range, with screening rates
among minority populations that are especially
low among Medicare-aged beneficiaries.

The CDC concludes that 1,000 additional
colorectal cancer deaths will be prevented
each year if screening rates reached 70.5%.
(CDC Colorectal Cancer Vital Signs; July
2011).

In )addition to saving lives, colorectal cancer
screening has been demonstrated to save
Medicare long-term costs as noted by the New
England Journal of Medicine in a recent article
(Feb. 2008).

The direct costs of treating colorectal cancer
in 2010 reached $4 billion. (CDC Colorectal
Cancer Vital Signs; July 2011)

| am pleased that Congress took steps to
improve access to life-saving colon cancer
screening when it passed the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) in
March 2010.

While Congress has made tremendous
strides in increasing colorectal cancer utiliza-
tion rates in PPACA, this bill will further make
live saving screenings more accessible to
Medicare beneficiaries.

Currently, Medicare waives cost-sharing for
any colorectal cancer screening recommended
by the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force.
However, should the beneficiary have a
precancerous polyp removed, the procedure is
no longer considered a “screening” for Medi-
care coding purposes.

The unintended consequence of this is that
the beneficiary is obligated to pay the Medi-
care coinsurance because the procedure is no
longer a “screening.” However, the purpose of
the screening is to find and remove
precancerous polyps.

The SCREEN Act waives all Medicare ben-
eficiary cost-sharing for colorectal cancer
screenings that become “therapeutic” or diag-
nostic procedures.

The legislation also resolves this unintended
consequence for beneficiaries participating in
health insurance exchanges beginning in
2014.

The SCREEN Act also provides incentives
for Medicare providers to participate in nation-
ally recognized quality improvement registries
so that our Medicare beneficiaries are in fact
receiving the quality screening they deserve.

Lastly, the SCREEN Act removes barriers to
screening rates by allowing a Medicare bene-
ficiary to sit down and discuss the importance
of the procedure before seeing the provider for
the first time right before procedure. The fed-
eral government and colorectal cancer patient
advocacy groups have concluded that the
“fear of the procedure” is a major impediment
to increasing colorectal cancer screening
rates.
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Promoting access to colorectal cancer
screening is good policy. It will save lives and
reduce costs to families and the health care
system. Please join with me in the fight
against colorectal cancer by cosponsoring this
legislation.

———
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Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Somerset Hills YMCA lo-
cated in Bernards Township, Somerset Coun-
ty, New Jersey, which is celebrating its 60th
anniversary.

From its modest beginning, first operating at
the Dobb’s Realty Building in Bernardsville
and later at the Mill Street Firehouse, the
Somerset Hills YMCA has been of great im-
portance to its surrounding community. Within
the first ten years of operation, the Somerset
Hills YMCA already had 500 members and ac-
quired a seventeen acre site to accommodate
its growing membership.

In the 1980s, the facility on Mt. Airy Road in
the Basking Ridge section of Bernards Town-
ship was expanded to provide its members
with a state of the art facility. It offers three
pools, a large gym, a dance studio, a café and
much more. The YMCA provides more than
200 programs annually, including wellness, fit-
ness, programs for those with special needs,
day care, active older adults programs, sports,
dance, adventure-based activities for teens
and corporations, specialized family activities
and a variety of community service programs
including Career Forum, Special Olympics and
Saturdays in Motion. In 2010, it partnered with
the National Inclusion Project to insure that
even people with disabilities could engage in
these many programs. The YMCA is truly a
place where all members of the community,
regardless of age or ability, can participate,
work out and enjoy themselves.

Since its opening, the Somerset Hills YMCA
has had what they call, “a deep commitment
to youth development, social responsibility,
and health and well-being for all.” Not only
does this YMCA offer its programs to 22,000
people in the surrounding community, it also
offers financial assistance to those who cannot
afford membership.

The Somerset Hills YMCA is dedicated to its
motto, “Strengthening the Foundations of the
Community,” and is committed to serving its
neighbors. Most recently, in the wake of the
devastation caused by Hurricane Irene, the
Somerset Hills YMCA graciously opened its
doors to those who lacked electricity and run-
ning water in the area, regardless if they were
members or not. Its unwavering dedication to
go above and beyond their mission is what
makes this organization great. | am honored to
have the Somerset Hills YMCA in my district
as it is truly a place of public service.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my colleagues
to join me in congratulating the Somerset Hills
YMCA as they celebrate 60 years of commu-
nity service.
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2011 INTERNATIONAL RICE FES-
TIVAL IN CROWLEY, LA.
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Thursday, October 13, 2011

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to extend congratulations to Kevin M. Berken
for being selected Rice Farmer of the Year for
the 2011 International Rice Festival in Crow-
ley, Louisiana.

For 15 years, Kevin has been farming rice
and soybean crops, contributing to the active
agricultural base in Louisiana. Growing up on
a farm, he has long been familiar with the intri-
cacies of agricultural production. Since 1996,
his operation has steadily increased to over
1,300 acres of rice, 500 acres of soybean, and
200 acres of wheat.

Actively involved in the agricultural commu-
nity, Kevin is chairman and co-founder of the
Louisiana Rice Political Action Committee, and
chairman of the Louisiana Rice Promotion
Board. His community involvement extends to
several other farming and rice related organi-
zations including the Louisiana Farm Bureau.

Before continuing the family tradition of
farming, Kevin moved to San Diego, California
to begin a real estate career. It was there he
met his wife, Shirley, and in 1997, they had a
son named Adam. After years of success in
the real estate arena, the Berkens moved
back to Louisiana to continue his real estate
ventures. However, learning his father had
been diagnosed with cancer; Kevin decided to
forgo acquiring a Louisiana real estate license
and instead turned toward farming.

Kevin graduated from St. Maria Goretti
Catholic School in Lake Arthur in 1979, and in
2003, went on to earn his Bachelor of Science
from McNeese State University. While attend-
ing McNeese, he belonged to Delta Tau Alpha
Agricultural Honor Society.

| would like to offer my sincerest thanks to
Kevin M. Berken for his dedication to the con-
tinued agricultural excellence of Louisiana and
congratulate him on being named 2011 Rice
Farmer of the Year. | am honored to be his
representative in Congress.

————

RECOGNIZING BREAST CANCER
AWARENESS MONTH
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Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, | rise before you
today to recognize October as Breast Cancer
Awareness Month. While I'm sure | am not the
only member to come before you and recog-
nize the importance of breast cancer research,
| feel it is necessary for me to discuss the
benefits that come from continued funding for
a disease that affects 300,000 women every
year.

Aside from recognizing the important work
done by the many Breast Cancer Organiza-
tions around the country, | would like to take
this opportunity to highlight the Breast Cancer
Survivorship Center that is part of the Univer-
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sity of Kansas Cancer Center. While the KU
Cancer Center does important research into
early detection and treatment of breast cancer,
the Survivorship Center is an important facility
for women who have been diagnosed and
have gone through or are currently being
treated for breast cancer. Specifically, this fa-
cility helps women cope with various treat-
ments, assists them with complications, helps
them to manage side effects. | applaud the KU
Cancer Center for the tremendous progress
they have made and the thousands of lives
they have saved.

One of the most reassuring aspects of dis-
cussing breast cancer is when we can talk
about survivors. The continued decrease in
the mortality rate of women diagnosed with
breast cancer is due in large part to remaining
focused on the need to find a cure. The
progress that has been made in finding a cure
for breast cancer has been made possible
through very generous donations by the Amer-
ican public, but also through funding for Na-
tional Institutes of Health (NIH).

As a member of the House Appropriations
Committee, | am pleased that Appropriations
Committee Chairman HAL ROGERS and Sub-
committee Chairman DENNIS REHBERG recog-
nized the value of the work being performed
by the NIH. | am particularly pleased that the
House version of the FY 2012 Labor, Health
and Human Services, Education, and Related
Agencies Appropriations bill provides robust
funding for NIH, and its efforts to fight cancer.
| look forward to working with my colleagues
on the Appropriations Committee as the
House and Senate negotiate the FY 2012 Ap-
propriations bills.

——————

HONORING STEVE JOBS
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Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the life or “dots” as Steve Jobs, co-
founder, chairman, and chief executive officer
of Apple, would say. Jobs was a visionary and
creative genius, who believed that everything
in life is interconnected, bringing us products
that bring our whole worlds into our pockets.

Jobs’ dedication and tireless devotion to
creating the perfect user experience spurred
and redefined the digital age, leading to a cul-
tural transformation in the way the world com-
municates. This is ever so true here in our
Congressional hallways, where Apple has pro-
vided most Members a communications face-
lift. Jobs’ leadership at Apple has changed the
way we do business here in Washington, but
also in the news, music and telecommuni-
cations industries.

Jobs’ childhood dream of putting “a ding in
the universe” has become true and for this,
Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in remembering the “dots” of Steve Jobs’ leg-
acy.
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HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CONSECRATION OF
ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
OF MORRISTOWN, NEW JERSEY

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 13, 2011

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor St. Peter's Episcopal Church
located in the Town of Morristown, Morris
County, New Jersey, as it celebrates the
100th Anniversary of its consecration.

On January 1, 1827, 38 men and women
gathered at the Morristown Baptist Church to
incorporate St. Peter’'s Episcopal Church. After
naming the church’s first permanent rector,
ground for the new church was broken in May
of 1828, making it the first stone building in
Morristown. By 1881, the original building was
becoming inadequate for the growing con-
gregation, and under the supervision of a
member of the congregation, plans were made
for a new church building. On April 11, 1887,
ground broke for the new St. Peter’s Episcopal
Church and the corner stone was laid on All
Saints’ Day that same year.

To finance construction, the new church
was built in four stages. The first two steps,
completed in 1892, included the sanctuary,
chapel, choir crossings, vestries and nave.
The tower was completed in 1908 and the
parish hall in 1911. On November 2, 1911 the
new St. Peter's Episcopal Church building was
officially consecrated.

St. Peter’s is a place of welcome and com-
fort to those in need. Outreach and ministries
are cornerstones of the church that reach into
the community. St. Peter's has either been a
founder or founding member of vital organiza-
tions such as the Community Soup Kitchen of
Morristown, Hospitality Link, the Interfaith
Food Pantry and Morris County Career Net-
work.

St. Peter's Episcopal Church is a vital part
of the local community as it provides an inti-
mate place where people with common beliefs
and values can join together in prayer and
worship. It is a place where people can be-
come involved in their community and give
back to others.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my colleagues
to join me in congratulating the members of
St. Peter’'s Episcopal Church as they celebrate
the 100th Anniversary of the church’s con-
secration.

————

INTRODUCTION OF THE WELFARE
INTEGRITY ACT OF 2011

HON. STEPHEN LEE FINCHER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 13, 2011

Mr. FINCHER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
discuss the gross misuse of taxpayer money
by continuing to provide benefits under the
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
(TANF) program to recipients who test positive
for illegal drug use or are convicted of drug re-
lated crimes.

At a time when Congress is focused on
trimming budgets, it is imperative we focus on
eliminating irresponsible funding. That is why |
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