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HONORING ANDREW VERNON

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 13, 2011

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Andrew Vernon of
Versailles, Missouri, on his 80th birthday.

Andrew is a proud veteran of the United
States Air Force, entering the service in 1952
and retiring as a Master Sergeant in 1973.
During that time, Andrew served in Germany
and in Vietham, where he was awarded the
Bronze Star for his meritorious service, along
with other decorations. After his service, An-
drew returned to Missouri with his wife of 61
years, Inis, and two daughters, where he
worked as a real estate agent and continued
in service to his community and peers.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
wishing Andrew Vernon a happy 80th birthday
and in thanking him for his service to our
country.

———

HONORING THE BETHEL AFRICAN
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 13, 2011

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the Bethel African Methodist
Episcopal Church, located in the Town of Mor-
ristown, Morris County, New Jersey as they
celebrate their 168th Anniversary.

Bethel African American Episcopal Church
was the first African American Church in Mor-
ris County. Originally a blacksmith shop, Beth-
el was built and founded in 1849. The Church
has thrived throughout its many decades of
service to the community and will continue to
thrive for many years to come.

Bethel prides itself on enriching the Morris
County community by offering spiritual and so-
cial development for all people, regardless of
race. Led by Pastor Sidney Williams, the
Church not only offers regular religious serv-
ices but also offers, through numerous dif-
ferent programs, help to the needy and impov-
erished within the community. As part of their
anniversary celebration, Bethel will officially in-
troduce their Spring Street Community Devel-
opment Corporation whose primary purpose is
to help those in need. This program, according
to the Church, “is chartered to improve the
quality of life for Morris County residents by
addressing economic, educational, and social
needs while preserving the cultural and ethnic
diversity of the Morris area.”

The Bethel African American Episcopal
Church is truly a place where anyone is wel-
come to find God and find a community of car-
ing, friendly faces. We are proud to have them
here in Morris County.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my colleagues
to join me in congratulating the Bethel African
Episcopal Church as they celebrate their
168th Anniversary.
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HONORING SALEM LUTHERAN
CHURCH

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 13, 2011

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Salem Lutheran
Church of Salisbury, Missouri, as they cele-
brate their sesquicentennial anniversary.

Salem Lutheran has maintained a strong
presence in their community since the church
was founded in 1861 by German and Scan-
dinavian immigrants. Organized as a typical
country church, Salem Lutheran has stood the
test of time from the Civil War and Recon-
struction, through the 20th Century and now
into modern times, continuing to minister and
remain a pillar of the region.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
congratulating Salem Lutheran Church of
Salisbury, Missouri for their 150 years of serv-
ice to the Salisbury community.

———
HONORING THE 375TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE TOWN OF
SCITUATE

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 13, 2011

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the three hundred and seventy-fifth
anniversary of the Town of Scituate in Plym-
outh County, Massachusetts.

In 1627, courageous settlers from Plymouth
Colony moved up the shoreline of Cape Cod
Bay, establishing a village whose main thor-
oughfare, Kent Street, still survives today. In-
creases in population allowed for the village to
incorporate in 1636, and the founders chose a
name derived from the indigenous
Wampanoag tribe’s word for cold brook, satuit,
to reflect the brook that ran to the inner harber
of the village. That brook and the town of
Scituate continue to thrive 375 years later.

Like most towns along Massachusetts’ cul-
tural South Shore, Scituate’s rich history is in-
timately tied to the sea. Fishing and sea
mossing have long provided an economic
backbone for the town, which is also home to
the famed Old Scituate Light. It is there that
the American Army of Two, the young sisters
Abigail and Rebecca Bates, deterred an ap-
proaching British ship during the War of 1812,
thus saving the town from being ransacked by
the enemy soldiers.

The Bates sisters are not Scituate’s only fa-
mous residents. It is also home to William
Cushing, one of the original six justices on the
United States Supreme Court and Jim
Lonborg, a Boston Red Sox pitcher distin-
guished with the Cy Young Award, among oth-
ers. From its founding days, the residents of
Scituate have always distinguished them-
selves as determined and inventive.

Today, the town is known as much for its
maritime industry as it is for its majestic
beaches and beautiful seascapes. It also re-
mains a birthplace of innovation with new
clean energy projects such as Solarize
Scituate and the Oceans Campus Center.
Over the past 375 years, Scituate has cele-
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brated its unique history while continuing to
evolve and progress. | am certain that the
town will continue to do this for centuries to
come. Happy 375th Birthday, Scituate.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 13, 2011

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, on October
11, 2011, | was absent from the House and
missed rollcall votes 771 through 779.

Had | been present for rollcall 771, agreeing
to H. Res. 425, Providing for the consideration
of the Senate amendment to H.R. 2832, to ex-
tend the Generalized System of Preferences;
H.R. 3078, the United States-Colombia Trade
Promotion Agreement; H.R. 3079, the United
States-Panama Trade Promotion Agreement;
H.R. 3080, the United States-Korea Free
Trade Agreement, | would have voted “No.”

Had | been present for rollcall 772, agreeing
to the Waxman of California Amendment No.
11 to H.R. 2250, the EPA Regulatory Relief
Act of 2011, | would have voted “Aye.”

Had | been present for rollcall 773, agreeing
to the Connolly of Virginia Amendment No. 18
to H.R. 2250, the EPA Regulatory Relief Act
of 2011, | would have voted “Aye.”

Had | been present for rollcall 774, agreeing
to the Markey of Massachusetts Amendment
No. 7 to H.R. 2250, the EPA Regulatory Relief
Act of 2011, | would have voted “Aye.”

Had | been present for rollcall 775, agreeing
to the Edwards of Maryland Amendment No. 2
to H.R. 2250, the EPA Regulatory Relief Act
of 2011, | would have voted “Aye.”

Had | been present for rollcall 776, agreeing
to the Schakowsky of lllinois Amendment No.
1 to H.R. 2250, the EPA Regulatory Relief Act
of 2011, | would have voted “Aye.”

Had | been present for rollcall 777, agreeing
to the Ellison of Minnesota Amendment No. 12
to H.R. 2250, the EPA Regulatory Relief Act
of 2011, | would have voted “Aye.”

Had | been present for rollcall 778, agreeing
to the Welch of Vermont Amendment No. 19
to H.R. 2250, the EPA Regulatory Relief Act
of 2011, | would have voted “Aye.”

Had | been present for rollcall 779, agreeing
to the Jackson Lee of Texas Amendment No.
3 to H.R. 2250, the EPA Regulatory Relief Act
of 2011, | would have voted “Aye.”

——————

10 YEARS OF WAR IN
AFGHANISTAN: AT WHAT COST?

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 13, 2011

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, no one will forget
the fateful day of 9/11 or those who lost their
lives in those shocking, cold-blooded attacks.
The bombing of Afghanistan and the subse-
quent invasion was our response, intended to
catch those who hid, armed, and helped plan
the attacks on U.S. soil. And, due to the dili-
gence and tireless efforts of the members of
our Armed Forces and Intelligence community,
we have eliminated nearly all the people in-
volved in the 9/11 attacks, including Osama
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Bin Laden, and overthrown the Taliban regime
that supported them. If there was justice to be
had surely, we have found it.

Afghanistan has been embroiled in conflict
since 1979 and there is no sign of an end to
this conflict. The future stability of Afghanistan
is, of course, an ideal we all wish for but with
Americans deployed so far away from their
homes and families, with our troop presence
at an all-time high, and with the insurgency
still on-going, we need to reassess why, 10
years later, we are still fighting a costly war
with no victory or stability in sight.

We have spent approximately half a trillion
dollars in our war in Afghanistan. It is, there-
fore, past time that we remember what we've
learned in the past: that fighting a war against
a nationalistic guerilla organization takes more
than technological superiority and force of
numbers. Imagine what this resource could do
on our homeland.

Imagine how many schools, roads, and hos-
pitals half a trillion dollars could build in our
own country. Imagine how many hungry kids
we could feed or how many of our sick we
could treat. Half a trillion dollars could stamp
out poverty in places like Philadelphia, Detroit,
Memphis, and my hometown of Chicago.

It is perplexing to me, then, why some peo-
ple would rather spend half a trillion dollars on
an unwinnable war abroad rather than on so-
lutions to problems here at home.

| sincerely hope that the Afghan people get
to enjoy the benefits of living in a free and
prosperous society. They should be free to
pursue the education or livelihood of their
choosing. | have great respect for our foreign
policy and the fact that we care so deeply
about the freedoms of those abroad but now
is the time we need to be ensuring the eco-
nomic freedoms of our citizens here at home.

Now is the time that we must refocus on our
own country and reinvest in our people and
their future. Not tomorrow, not next year, but
now! Our rates of unemployment and poverty,
if left neglected, will only further divide a na-
tion whose principles serve to inspire the
world.

The battles we should be fighting are Amer-
ica’s war on poverty and our still-to-be-seen
war against unemployment. There is terror
here at home, the terror that families face
when faced with the question of how they are
going to pay their bills or feed their children—
the terror and anxieties our citizens feel be-
cause they believe their government will sim-
ply abandon them. Once again, Mr. Speaker,
that is the war we should be fighting and the
one that, if we come together, | believe we
can win.

———

IN HONOR OF REV. RICHARD
NANCE, JR.

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 13, 2011

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and legacy of Rev. Richard
Nance, Jr., whose leadership and social activ-
ism over the past 60 years provided inspira-
tion for friends and colleagues alike. Rev.
Nance served as the interim pastor of Antioch
Baptist Church of San Jose and the First Bap-
tist Church of Pacific Grove.
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Richard was the fifth of eight children and
was born and raised in South Carolina. Rich-
ard had long been involved with the ministries
and at the age of twelve joined the White
Plains Baptist Church in Laurens, South Caro-
lina. He reported to Ft. Bragg in 1943 to serve
in active duty in the army as a telephone and
telegraph lineman with the 448th Signal Heavy
Construction Battalion.

After serving in the army, Richard was li-
censed to preach in 1945. He was ordained in
1949 and pastored three rural churches in
Laurens and Spartenburg Counties in South
Carolina. He attended Benedict College in Co-
lombia, South Carolina and received his BA in
May 1950 followed by a BA of Divinity in
19583. Richard then attended Berkeley Baptist
Divinity School and earned a Masters there in
1956. In June 1956, Rev. Nance willingly ac-
cepted the call to serve as pastor of the First
Baptist Church of Pacific Grove and continued
to serve passionately there until 1992.

Throughout his career, Rev. Nance made
significant contributions to countless organiza-
tions. He served as the President of the Mon-
terey Branch of the NAACP where his leader-
ship allowed the branch to address housing
restrictions and business and school hiring
practices. Rev. Nance contributed to the ef-
forts of both the Pacific Grove and Monterey
Peninsula Ministers Associations as their
President and was a member of Alpha Phi
Alpha.

In addition, Rev. Nance was an active direc-
tor on many boards including those of the
Managers of American Baptist Churches of
the West, the Pacific Grove Kiwanis, Monterey
County Children’s Home Society, the Alliance
on Aging, The Pacific Grove Library, and the
Pacific Grover Police Review Board.

Mr. Speaker, | know that | speak for the en-
tire House in recognizing the tremendous ac-
complishments and contributions that Rev.
Richard Nance, Jr. made throughout his bright
lifetime. We honor the family that he loved and
cherished: his wife Esther Collins Nance, who
pre-deceased him, their sons Christopher and
Marcus, and daughter Karen Small. On behalf
of the United States Congress, | would like to
applaud these significant efforts and honor his
memory and to thank God for sharing such a
wonderful leader with this community.

————

HONORING THE SERVICE OF HIS
EXCELLENCE YASHAR ALIYEV,
AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY
AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE
REPUBLIC OF AZERBAIJAN TO
THE UNITED STATES OF AMER-
ICA

HON. DAN BOREN

OF OKLAHOMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 13, 2011

Mr. BOREN. Mr. Speaker, as the co-chair-
man of the Congressional Azerbaijan Caucus,
| rise today to honor the distinguished service
of His Excellency Yashar Aliyev, the Ambas-
sador of Azerbaijan to the United States.

Soon, Ambassador Aliyev will return to
Azerbaijan after the conclusion of a successful
tour in Washington. His leadership has been
critical to strengthening the friendship between
the United States and Azerbaijan, and | want
to recognize and thank him for his service.
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Before being named Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of
Azerbaijan to the United States of America by
President llham Aliyev in October 2006, Am-
bassador Aliyev served four years as Azer-
baijan’s Permanent Representative to the
United Nations. During this time, he was chair-
man of the Fourth Committee of Special Polit-
ical and Decolonization of the 60th U.N. Gen-
eral Assembly, vice president of the 59th Gen-
eral Assembly, vice president of the Economic
and Social Council, and vice president of the
U.N. Conference on the lllicit Trade in Small
Arms and Light Weapons in All lts Aspects.

As Ambassador to the United States, he
has worked with great skill and dedication to
enhance the bond between the United States
and Azerbaijan. To this important end, he has
been tremendously successful on several
fronts.

Ambassador Aliyev has solidified the stra-
tegic partnership between our nations. In re-
cent years, Azerbaijan has participated in ini-
tiatives to curb nuclear proliferation, fight inter-
national terrorism, and maintain regional secu-
rity in southwestern Asia. Moreover, it has pro-
vided multi-faceted support to U.S. operations
in Afghanistan and Iraq.

Also during his tenure, Ambassador Aliyev
has deepened economic ties between the
United States and Azerbaijan. Azerbaijan sup-
plies oil and gas to the United States and
other Western countries, thereby providing
vital energy to the global economy. Moreover,
American energy companies are participants
in a collaborative effort to further develop
Azerbaijan’s oil and gas reserves in the Cas-
pian Sea.

Of great importance to me, the relationship
between my home state of Oklahoma and
Azerbaijan has continued to grow under the
leadership of Ambassador Aliyev. In recent
years, the Ministry of Defense of Azerbaijan
and the Oklahoma National Guard have en-
gaged in joint training exercises and oper-
ations through the National Guard State Part-
nership Program.

Ambassador Aliyev has broadened collabo-
ration between his country and Oklahoma be-
yond military cooperation. Earlier this year, he
visited Oklahoma and met with various elected
officials and business leaders. | am confident
his visit laid the groundwork for expanding op-
portunities for Azerbaijan to cooperate with
Oklahoma’s business community and univer-
sities.

It has been an honor to work with Ambas-
sador Aliyev. | hope he will reflect on his time
served in Washington with a sense of pride.
As a result of his work, the relationship be-
tween the United States and Azerbaijan has
never been stronger.

In closing, it has been a pleasure to work
with Ambassador Aliyev. | thank him for his
dedicated service. He will forever be a trusted
friend of the United States. | wish him well in
all his future endeavors.

—————

HONORING THE UNITED STATES
NAVY

HON. CHRISTOPHER S. MURPHY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, October 13, 2011

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor the United States Navy
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