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Robert J. Vogler, Jr., 90, lives in Rancho
Bernardo, San Diego, California. He joined the
U.S. Army Air Corps in January 1940 at the
age of 19. Stationed in Manila as part of the
24th Pursuit Group 17th Pursuit Squadron, he
completed aircraft instrument training and at-
tended the University of Philippines to study
engineering. He serviced aircraft and then
fought as an infantry soldier during the Battle
of Bataan. As a POW, he survived the Bataan
Death March, Camp O’Donnell, and Caba-
natuan in the Philippines. He was shipped to
Mukden, China (today’s Shenyang) in October
1942 on Mitsubishi’s Tottori Maru via Korea to
Manchuria. Vogler was a slave laborer at MKK
factory (Manshu Kosaku Kikai, which some re-
searchers believe was owned by Mitsubishi
and known as Manchuria Mitsubishi Machine
Tool Company, Ltd.), working as a grinding
specialist. He believes that the multiple shots
and rectal probes that he received while at
Mukden were human medical experiments
conducted by the Imperial Army’s 731st Bio-
logical Warfare Unit. In May 1944, he and 150
American POWs were transferred to Nagoya-
1B-Kamioka, Japan as punishment for bad be-
havior to be slave laborers for Mitsui Mining
(now Kamioka Kogyo, a 100% subsidiary of
Mitsui Mining & Smelting Co., Ltd.) mining
lead and zinc. Mitsui now operates a recycling
center at the former POW camp site. The
mine was also the source of one of Japan’s
four major cases of mass industrial poisoning
in the 1960s. After the war, he remained in the
U.S. Air Force, retiring in 1960. He was then
employed by General Dynamics as a manu-
facturing and development engineer, but was
forced to retire in 1976 due to health issues
caused by his POW experience. In 2000, Mr.
Volger and his wife returned to Kamioka to a
warm welcome from mine representatives,
town officials, citizens, and school children. He
said that the visit brought him to tears and
helped rest the many demons that haunted
him from his maltreatment in Japan’s POW
camps. POW#138 and #0336.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | submit the
following.

Good morning and thank you for the op-
portunity to talk with you about wireless
technology. It is an honor to be in a room
with people who are so ahead of their time
when it comes to thinking about the effects
of widespread wireless technology. This is an
issue of great interest to me. Many of you
know I held a hearing on the topic—the first
in at least a decade if not the first ever—on
the effects of cell phones on human health.
My hearing was followed by a hearing in the
Senate which also generated some interest.

I walked away from that hearing thinking
the evidence that cell phones could cause
brain cancer was fairly compelling. It was
far from being authoritative but it was com-
pelling. At a minimum, the current lack of
research in the US is not at all justified, es-
pecially since some estimates are that half
of the world population uses a cell phone.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

One of the most important areas we dis-
cussed at my hearing was the mechanism.

The wireless industry likes to claim that
the only way a cell phone could cause harm
to a human being is by heating tissue di-
rectly—the so called thermal mechanism.
This is the way a microwave oven works. But
we heard some evidence that a non-thermal
mechanism is at work. It is certainly fea-
sible since there are many existing therapies
using electromagnetic radiation to induce
some effect in the body using non-thermal
mechanisms.

It is an important conversation to have be-
cause this belief—that there is no non-ther-
mal mechanism—is preventing some influen-
tial agencies from being open to the possi-
bility that cell phones and other wireless
technologies are a real public health prob-
lem. I'm talking about the National Cancer
Institute mainly, who is in turn influencing
the Federal Communications Commission
and the Food and Drug Administration.

These agencies are using this conversation
about thermal and non-thermal mechanisms
as a red herring, effectively claiming that we
can’t move forward with any Kkind of pre-
cautionary action until we know the mecha-
nism. Let me explain.

When trying to link any given environ-
mental exposure to a health problem, sci-
entists like to know exactly how it is hap-
pening at the 10,000 foot level and at the mi-
crometer level. In other words, they like to
be able to look over vast numbers of people
and compare who was exposed and who was
not exposed and show that there is a link
there. But before they conclude the link is
rock solid, they also like to know what, ex-
actly, is happening at the cellular level—how
are the molecules changing in cells to make
this happen? That is called the mechanism.
Scientists are hesitant to say with certainty
there is a link until that mechanism is
nailed down. And the mechanism is usually
the last thing to be discovered—usually
years if not decades after epidemiology first
uncovers the problem.

That’s fine for scientists. But The NCI, the
FCC, the FDA, and Members of Congress are
not scientists. We are policy makers. And we
have to look at things the scientists don’t.
For example, we have to consider that we
knew tobacco was killing people in the 30s.
The Surgeon General didn’t even weigh in
until the 60s. And there was no substantive
action on cigarette bans until the mid 90s. In
fact there are many places in the US where
you can still smoke in public places even
though it is well established that people die
from exposure to it. It is not an accident
that almost 70 years have passed and we’re
still fighting to protect public health from
tobacco. That was the result of a sophisti-
cated campaign to manufacture doubt in the
mind of the public about the link between
cigarettes and health. What we have to con-
sider as policy makers, not scientists is this:
How many people died between the time we
knew tobacco caused cancer and dozens of
other major lethal health problems and the
time policy makers took real action to pro-
tect the public and educate them?

According to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, ‘“Each year, an esti-
mated 443,000 people die prematurely from
smoking or exposure to secondhand smoke,
and another 8.6 million live with a serious
illness caused by smoking.”

So, yes, let’s talk about what the non-ther-
mal mechanisms are. But let’s not let that
discussion get in the way when millions of
lives are at stake. If we see a danger or even
a potential danger to human health, we must
act to protect health before acting to protect
profits.
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I announced that I would be introducing a
bill that would do three things. It would re-
establish a research program in the US to
look at the health effects of cell phones. Al-
most all meaningful research in the field is
now done overseas, save for a few selected
pockets at places like the University of
Washington and Cleveland Clinic.

Second, the bill would call for a real meas-
ure of exposure to replace the inaccurate,
misleading, and downright false numbers
used now to depict exposure levels. You
know this measurement as the Specific Ab-
sorption Rate, or SAR, and it is mostly only
accessible in places that are invisible to the
consumer as they shop for phones. The SAR
has multiple problems; among them is that
they are designed for adults, not children;
they ignore the fields created by phones that
use increasing amounts of power, which
smart phones do; and the science has devel-
oped significantly since the standards were
set, mostly by engineers, not by people with
medical training.

The third thing the bill would do is call for
a label on cell phones, using the new meas-
ure of exposure that is created under this
bill. Until we can say with greater certainty
whether this is a link between electro-
magnetic radiation and various health prob-
lems, the consumer should be able to decide
what they want. But markets are not truly
free when the consumer has inadequate in-
formation. As it stands, the consumer can-
not practically know what a particular
phone or smart meter would expose them to.
First the SAR is obsolete, as I mentioned.
Second, even if it were useful, the SAR can’t
be readily accessed when buying a phone. We
need labels.

The bill has already accumulated cospon-
sors and I am awaiting the right moment to
introduce it. It will not be easy to make leg-
islative progress because of the enormous fi-
nancial resources the industry has at its dis-
posal. They have already tried a few tricks
to get us to pony up information about the
bill’s contents, timing and strategy. But I
am convinced we can make legislative
progress anyway. We just have to be very
strategic about it.

I am also keeping a close eye on the other
uses for wireless technology. Certainly there
are a lot of questions about the dangers
posed by towers. Increasingly, we’re seeing
popular resistance to smart meters as well
because of the additional exposure they
cause. And the wireless spectrum is being
sold off to make room for more wireless
gadgets like keyboards.

The use of the radiofrequency spectrum is
one of three emerging technologies that are
proof for the maxim that we are developing
technology faster than our ability to manage
it. Another textbook case is nanotechnology,
which is proliferating by leaps and bounds
while research on the effects on the environ-
ment and health is slowly lumbering along.
What little research we have seen to date is
deeply concerning. The third case, of course,
is genetically engineered food; another topic
which I have held hearings on.

In each of these cases, any progress that
has been made has only come as a result of
the efforts of a thoughtful, dedicated few
who have raised the hard questions for indus-
try and for policy makers. It is a privilege to
join you in your efforts to put public health
over private profit. Thank you again for the
invitation to be with you today.
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Mrs. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
congratulate Adam John Avellan for achieving
the rank of Eagle Scout.

Throughout the history of the Boy Scouts of
America, the rank of Eagle Scout has only
been attained through dedication to concepts
such as honor, duty, country and charity. By
applying these concepts to daily life, Adam
has proven his true and complete under-
standing of their meanings, and thereby de-
serves this honor.

| offer my congratulations on a job well done
and best wishes for the future.

———
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Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Ms. Catherine Fox, a science teacher at
Mancos High School in Mancos, Colorado.
Ms. Fox was chosen to participate in the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion’s Teachers at Sea Program for 2011.

Ms. Fox was accepted into the program
along with 32 other teachers out of a pool of
over 250 applicants. The Teachers At Sea
Program was established in 1990 and since
then has given over 500 teachers from across
the country the opportunity to gain hands-on
experience with science at sea. Ms. Fox spent
18 days at sea aboard the NOAA Ship Oscar
Dyson in the Gulf of Alaska where she aided
scientists in the conducting of walleye pollock
surveys.

Through this program, Ms. Fox was able to
bring home experience and knowledge that
she could pass along to her science students.
Ms. Fox was quoted in an associated press
release saying, “Students in Mancos are far
from the ocean, but this experience has al-
lowed me to bring the ocean to them.”

The Teachers at Sea Program has allowed
educators like Ms. Catherine Fox to grow their
curricula and provide more hands-on knowl-
edge for their students.

Mr. Speaker, it is my sincerest pleasure to
recognize Ms. Catherine Fox. Her dedication
to her profession has helped improve our edu-
cational system and ensure that our students
are receiving the best education available to
them. | rise today to thank Ms. Fox for her
commitment to learning and congratulate her
on her acceptance into the 2011 Teachers at
Sea Program.
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Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to applaud the passage of H.R.
2349, the Veterans’ Benefits Training Improve-
ment Act of 2011. This important legislation
makes much-needed improvements to benefits
and services for our nation’s veterans. It im-
proves the claim-processing system by estab-
lishing a pilot program to assess the skills of
employees responsible for processing vet-
erans’ claims, authorizing the use of electronic
communication to contact claimants regarding
their benefits, and assisting veterans in obtain-
ing private records, among others.

Included in this legislation is a bill that |
sponsored entitled, the Veterans Pensions
Protection Act of 2011 (H.R. 923). My bill pro-
tects veterans’ pensions by exempting the re-
imbursement of expenses related to accidents,
theft, loss or casualty loss from being included
into the determination of a veteran’s income.
Under current law, if a veteran is seriously in-
jured in an accident or is the victim of a theft
and receives insurance compensation, he or
she may lose their pension if the payment ex-
ceeds the income limit set by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs (VA). This means
that the law effectively punishes veterans
when they suffer from an accident or theft.

Such a tragedy happened to one of my con-
stituents, a Navy veteran with muscular dys-
trophy who was hit by a truck when crossing
the street in his wheelchair. His pension was
abruptly cut off after he received an insurance
settlement payment to cover medical ex-
penses for himself and his service dog, and
material expenses to replace his wheelchair.
As a result, he could not cover his daily ex-
penses and mortgage payments and almost
lost his home. To me this is unacceptable.

| am extremely pleased that H.R. 923 was
incorporated into H.R. 2349 and | want to
thank my Florida colleague, Chairman JEFF
MILLER, as well as Subcommittee Chairman
JON RUNYAN and Ranking Member JERRY
MCNERNEY for their continued support on this
important issue.

At a time of economic hardship, it is essen-
tial to guarantee the continuity of our veterans’
pensions and ensure that no veteran will have
their benefits unfairly and abruptly depreciated
or cancelled.

Mr. Speaker, our nation’s servicemen and
women are currently fighting two wars abroad
and engaged in action in other parts of the
world. As they return home, many bear the
mental and physical wounds incurred in the
defense of our nation and deserve the highest
quality care and services that we can provide
them. Therefore, | thank my colleagues for
supporting this much-needed legislation.
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Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, during National
Fire Prevention Awareness week, | would like
to encourage that we as a community make
preparations to protect our families and neigh-
bors from the tragedy and destruction caused
by fires. This is a great opportunity to thank
our community’s fire fighters who are the first
to respond and put themselves at risk for our
safety.

Our Manhattan Congressional District is for-
tunate to have many brave first responders,
including those from the Uniformed Fire Asso-
ciation of Greater New York, FDNY Engine 69,
Ladder 28, Battalion 16 ‘Harlem Hilton,” FDNY
Engine 53, Ladder 43 ‘El Barrio’s Bravest’ and
FDNY Rescue 3 ‘Big Blue,” and the Vulcan
Society, Inc. We must continue to show our
cooperation and appreciation towards our fire-
fighters, first responders and those who con-
tinuously ensure our neighborhoods are safe.

Simple precautions such as installing and
maintaining smoke detectors in every apart-
ment unit and on every floor of our homes and
buildings, having an escape plan, and fol-
lowing fire codes can save countless lives. |
would hope that people in my District and all
across our great nation would take proper
measures to prevent fires and potential harm
in our communities.”

LEROUX RANCH TRIBUTE
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Thursday, October 13, 2011

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Leroux Ranch of Radium, Colorado.
Leroux Ranch was settled in 1905 by cowboy
and miner Owen F. Leroux at the suggestion
of John Winslow, Owen’s future father-in-law.

Owen married lda Winslow, settled down,
and started a family. The Leroux estate thrived
for many years and after Owen’s death, his
family began purchasing land from home-
steaders and the farm operated as Leroux
Cattle Company. In 1973, part of the farm was
sold off, but the original homestead remained.

In 2008, the final interest in the farm was
purchased by descendants of Owen and Ida
Leroux and today raises Angus and Hereford
cattle. The Division of Wildlife has placed a
conservation easement on the property in an
attempt to establish a habitat for big game.

The Leroux Farm is another fine example of
the rich agricultural heritage of the State of
Colorado. The Centennial Farms Program is
honoring the Leroux Farm for its longevity and
long-time cultural value. It is truly a pleasure
to represent a district of a state with such a
fantastic display of entrepreneurial spirit.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize
Leroux Farm today on the floor of the House.
The farm is truly a valuable historic and cul-
tural asset of the State of Colorado.
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