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important example of this is the work of St. 
Mary’s Regional Medical Center. St Mary’s 
embodies the remarkable caring of the Sisters, 
providing preventive, restorative and sup-
portive services with compassion and respect 
for thousands of Lewiston area residents. Al-
though the Sister’s involvement in the man-
agement of the hospital has receded in recent 
years, their legacy lives on in members of the 
staff who continue to treat to some of Maine’s 
most needy. 

There is no way to quantify the immense 
good that the Sisters of Charity of St. 
Hyacinthe have brought to the city of Lewiston 
and to the state of Maine. The impact of their 
service to the community is a shining example 
of the power of love and faith. I join the city 
of Lewiston in expressing an unending grati-
tude for their kindness and their devotion to 
helping the less fortunate. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring the 
Sisters of Charity of St. Hyacinthe for their nu-
merous contributions to the Lewiston commu-
nity and the state of Maine. 
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UNITED STATES-PANAMA TRADE 
PROMOTION AGREEMENT IMPLE-
MENTATION ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 11, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
strong opposition to H.R. 3079, the United 
States-Panama Trade Implementation Act. 

With our nation’s unemployment rate con-
tinuing to hover around 9 percent, it is uncon-
scionable that we are considering NAFTA- 
clone free trade agreements that will further 
facilitate the outsourcing of American jobs and 
undermine the rights of American workers. 
Proponents of free trade agreements like to 
purport that they are good for the U.S. econ-
omy and will create jobs. But history is on the 
side of those of us who opposed NAFTA, 
CAFTA and other damaging trade agreements 
over the last decade. 

Free trade agreements play a significant 
role in exacerbating the negative effects of 
globalization, including the rapid privatization 
of vital public resources. They have resulted in 
the loss of domestic jobs and manufacturing 
industries and in significant decreases to labor 
and environmental standards. In addition, 
FTAs result in significant job loss and privat-
ization of labor-intensive industries for the 
countries we enter in trade agreements with. 
Unionizing in countries like Mexico and Co-
lombia has resulted in death or imprisonment 
of union leaders. 

Every state in this country has been af-
fected negatively by our destructive trade poli-
cies. The Economic Policy Institute estimates 
that nearly 700,000 U.S. jobs have been dis-
placed since the passage of NAFTA in the 
1990s. The majority of the jobs displaced—60 
percent—were in the manufacturing sector. My 
home State of Ohio is one of the top ten 
states with the most jobs displaced by NAFTA, 
having lost 34,900 jobs. Our rapidly increasing 
trade deficits with countries like China has re-
sulted in the loss over 5 million jobs over the 
past decade. Of that 5 million, the State of 
Ohio has lost 103,000 jobs as a result of the 
increase in our trade deficit with China. 

This is not a debate about being for trade or 
against trade as some of my colleagues have 
framed it. This is a debate about learning from 
the free trade policies we have pursued over 
the last decade that have proven to be signifi-
cantly damaging to the American economy 
and American workers. The numbers speak 
for themselves. 

I urge my colleagues to oppose this agree-
ment. 

PANAMA IS A TAX HAVEN 

Panama is one of the world’s worst tax ha-
vens, allowing rich U.S. individuals and cor-
porations to skirt their responsibility to pay 
taxes that are vital to the local communities 
that depend on those revenues. The U.S.- 
Panama free trade agreement does nothing to 
address this issue. At a time when potentially 
damaging austerity measures are being pro-
posed to balance the budget, we should not 
be considering a free trade agreement that 
fails to deal with an issue critical to addressing 
our deficit. 

This FTA includes provisions that even un-
dermine our own laws to combat tax haven 
activity. Public Citizen’s Global Trade Watch 
reports that the ‘‘FTA’s Services, Financial 
Services and Investment Chapters include 
provisions that forbid limits on transfers of 
money between the U.S. and Panama. Yet, 
such limits are the strongest tools that the 
U.S. has to enforce policies aimed at stopping 
international tax avoidance.’’ 

Many have cited a tax treaty signed by Pan-
ama earlier this year as a reason to support 
the Panama-FTA and dismiss the concerns of 
Panama as a tax haven. In reality, the agree-
ment (the ‘‘Tax Information Exchange Agree-
ment’’) fails to hold Panama and corporations 
accountable for tax evasion. The agreement 
only requires Panama to stop refusing to pro-
vide information to U.S. officials in specific 
cases if U.S. officials know to inquire. It also 
includes a significant exception which allows 
Panama to reject requests for information if it 
is ‘‘contrary to the national interest.’’ 

By passing this free trade agreement, we 
are rewarding and condoning corporations 
who offshore jobs and practice international 
tax avoidance—practices that significantly hurt 
American workers and the American economy. 

BUY AMERICAN PROVISIONS—AND U.S. WORKERS— 
UNDERMINED 

The U.S.-Panama FTA requires the U.S. to 
waive Buy America requirements for all Pan-
amanian-incorporated firms, and even many 
Chinese and other foreign firms incorporated 
in Panama that are there to exploit the tax 
system. This means that work that should go 
to U.S. workers can be offshored because of 
rules which forbid Buy America preferences 
requiring U.S. employees to perform contract 
work by a federal agency in the federal pro-
curement process. According to Global Trade 
Watch, the U.S. would be waiving Buy Amer-
ica requirements for ‘‘trillions in U.S. govern-
ment contracts for any corporations estab-
lished in Panama and in exchange would get 
almost no new procurement contract opportu-
nities in Panama for U.S. companies.’’ 

If you support the NAFTA tradition of weak-
ening offshore protections, limiting financial 
service regulations, banning Buy America pro-
curement preferences, limiting environmental, 
food and product safety safeguards, and the 
undermining U.S. workers and our economy, 
than this is your agreement. 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF LA 
POSADA HOTEL 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 13, 2011 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the 50th Anniversary of La Po-
sada Hotel, a historical treasure and cultural 
icon of the community of Laredo, Texas. 

La Posada Hotel stands on the banks of the 
Rio Grande and in the heart of Laredo’s His-
toric Business District, a quiet but proud trib-
ute to the Spanish, Mexican and Texan archi-
tectural influences that many Texas cities are 
proud to call their own. The hotel’s classic en-
trance, its windows wrapped in decorative 
wrought-iron, and Spanish-tile decked veranda 
draped with the Seven Flags of Texas all face 
the historic San Agustin Plaza. 

The building was established in 1916 and 
was first the home of old Laredo High School 
until 1961, when Tom Herring opened the 
hotel centered on the school building. La Po-
sada is comprised of three additional historic 
19th-century buildings: the Tack Room, for-
merly the Bruni House, the Republic of the Rio 
Grande Museum and the San Agustin ball-
room, formerly a convent. Renowned for its 
world-class accommodations and high-quality 
customer service, La Posada is also home to 
two award-winning restaurants, Zaragoza Grill 
and The Tack Room. It has undergone a $17- 
million renovation that has enabled it to be-
come a premier hotel in Laredo and to con-
tinue its role as a contributor to the commu-
nity’s economy. 

La Posada has also become the elegant 
setting of some of Laredo’s most acclaimed 
events, including the George Washington’s 
Birthday Celebration, and host to illustrious fig-
ures including U.S. Senators, U.S. Congress-
men, and international public officials and dip-
lomats. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have the time 
to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of La 
Posada Hotel and its historical, cultural and 
economic significance to the community of La-
redo, Texas. I thank you for this time. 

f 

SECOND U.S. POW DELEGATION TO 
JAPAN, OCTOBER 15–23, 2011 

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 13, 2011 

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor veterans from America’s greatest gen-
eration and thank the Government of Japan 
for recognizing the sacrifices of these men. On 
Saturday, October 15, seven former members 
of the U.S. Army and Army Air Corps, who 
fought in the Battle for the Philippines at the 
start of World War II, from December 1941 to 
May 1942, will travel to Tokyo as guests of the 
Japanese government. These brave soldiers 
and airmen were all prisoners of war of Impe-
rial Japan. 

The conditions in which they were held are 
unimaginable. Their first trip to Japan was on 
aging freighters called ‘‘Hellships,’’ where the 
men were loaded into suffocating holds with 
little space, water, food, or sanitation. At the 
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POW camps in the Philippines, Japan and 
China, they suffered unmerciful abuse aggra-
vated by the lack of food, medical care, cloth-
ing, and appropriate housing. Each POW also 
became a slave laborer at the mines, fac-
tories, smelters, and docks of Japan’s largest 
companies, including Mitsui, Nippon Steel, 
Showa Denko, Mitsubishi, and Japan Metals & 
Chemicals Company. In the end, nearly 40% 
of the American POWs of Japan perished; 
compared to the two percent of those in Nazi 
Germany’s POW camps. 

The men traveling to Japan this weekend in-
clude five residents of California, one from Ari-
zona and one from Missouri. There are two 
survivors of the infamous Bataan Death March 
and four who were captured during the sur-
render of Corregidor. Furthermore, two of the 
veterans believe that they were subject to 
medical experimentation. 

In September 2010, the Japanese govern-
ment delivered to the first American POW del-
egation an official apology for the damage and 
suffering these men endured. Although the 
Japanese government had hosted POWs from 
U.S. wartime Allies, this was the first trip to 
Japan for American POWs. It was also the 
first official apology to any prisoners of war 
held by Japan. 

I know that the American POWs fought hard 
for this recognition. I appreciate the courage of 
the Japanese government for their historic and 
meaningful apology. I thank the POWs for 
their persistent pursuit of justice, and com-
mend the U.S. State Department for helping 
them. Now, it is time for the many Japanese 
companies that used POWs for slave labor 
during World War II to follow the example of 
their government by offering an apology and 
supporting programs for lasting remembrance 
and reconciliation. Furthermore, I invite my 
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to join 
me in a making a small, but significant, ges-
ture to show these men that Congress has not 
forgotten their experience and sacrifice by co-
sponsoring House Resolution 333, which I in-
troduced earlier this year. 

I wish these men a fulfilling trip to Japan, 
and I hope that their trip contributes to secur-
ing the historic peace between the U.S. and 
our important ally Japan. 
SECOND U.S. POW DELEGATION TO JAPAN, OCTOBER 15– 

23, 2011 
Harold A. Bergbower, 91, lives in Peoria, Ar-

izona. He joined the U.S. Army Air Corps in 
1939 and was part of V Bomber Command, 
19th Bomb Group, 28th Bombardment Squad-
ron, Far East Air Force. He was at Clarke 
Field when Japan attacked on December 8, 
1941. He was knocked out in the bombard-
ment and when he awoke he found himself in 
the morgue at Fort Stotsenburg. Bergbower 
crawled out and went back to his squadron to 
fight in the Battle of Bataan. By escaping to 
Mindanao after surrender, he avoided the Ba-
taan Death March and was captured in May. 
On the Philippines, he was imprisoned at 
Malaybalay on Mindanao and the Davao 
Penal Colony. In August 1944, he survived the 
sinking of several Hellships only to end up on 
Mitsubishi’s Noto Marti; a trip he has com-
pletely blocked out. He was a slave laborer 
scooping iron ore into an open hearth furnace 
at the Nagoya–6B–Nomachi (Takaoka) camp 
for the Hokkai Denka Company which was in-
volved in ferro-alloy smelting. Today, the site 
remains in ferro-alloy business as Takaoka 
Works. It is, as was Hokkai Denka, still part of 

Japan Metals & Chemicals Co., Ltd (JMC, 
Nihon Jukagaku Kogyo). Bergbower stayed in 
the U.S. Air Force and returned to Japan 
(1954–1957) to train Japan’s Air Self-Defense 
Force. He and his family lived near air bases 
in Hamamatsu, Shizuoka Prefecture and in 
Fukuoka (Itazuke), Fukuoka Prefecture. After 
retiring in 1969, he became a golf pro for Dell 
Webb’s Sun City, Arizona. He is a past Com-
mander of the American Defenders (2005–6) 
and helped to establish its Descendant’s 
Group. POW#89 

James C. Collier, 88, lives in Salinas, Cali-
fornia. He enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1940 at 
the age of 16. As a member of U.S. Army 
59th Coast Artillery, Battery D ‘‘Cheney’’ he 
was captured on Corregidor. Before being 
shipped from the Philippines to Japan on 
Mitsubishi’s Noto Maru in August 1944, he 
was held in Cabanatuan and Clark Field. Col-
lier was a slave laborer feeding iron ore into 
the open hearth furnace at the Nagoya–6B– 
Nomachi (Takaoka) camp for the Hokkai 
Denka Company, which was involved in ferro- 
alloy smelting. Today, the site remains in 
ferroalloy business as Takaoka Works. It is, as 
was Hokkai Denka, still part of Japan Metals 
& Chemicals Co., Ltd (JMC, Nihon Jukagaku 
Kogyo). After WWII, he earned two master’s 
degrees: one in the Teaching of English from 
San Jose State and another in School Coun-
seling from the University of Oregon, Eugene. 
He taught English and Psychology and worked 
as a guidance counselor in a high school and 
community college for 31 years. POW#130 

Harry Corre, 88, lives in Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia. He joined the U.S. Army in 1941 and 
was sent to the Philippines as part of the 59th 
Coast Artillery Regiment, Battery C ‘‘Wheeler.’’ 
He was captured by the Japanese with the 
surrender of Bataan on April 9, 1942 and 
began the infamous Bataan Death March. He 
escaped by swimming, with the assistance of 
a hastily improvised floatation device, the 
three-and-a-half miles to Corregidor, where he 
rejoined his unit. Corre was surrendered on 
Corregidor and imprisoned at Cabanatuan #1 
and #3. He was shipped to Japan in July 1943 
on Mitsubishi’s Clyde Maru to mine coal at 
Omuta Fukuoka #17 Branch POW Camp for 
Mitsui Mining (now Mitsui’s Nippon Coke & 
Engineering Company Co., Ltd.). After the war 
he worked odd jobs for several years and then 
moved to California to work in the aerospace 
industry. He returned to school in 1971 and 
graduated from Western Electronic Institute in 
Los Angeles as an electronics engineer. He 
worked in the aerospace industry for 40 years 
with his last position at TRW. Corre presently 
works at the Los Angeles, California Veterans 
Administration Hospital as a Patient Advocate 
and as a Veterans Service Officer for the 
American Ex-Prisoners of War as well as a 
POW Coordinator for the Veterans Administra-
tion Hospital & West Los Angeles Veterans 
Administration Regional Office. POW# 283 

Roy Edward Friese, 88, lives in Calimesa, 
California. He joined the U.S. Army in 1941 
and became a member of the 60th Coast Artil-
lery Regiment Battery E ‘‘Erie.’’ He arrived in 
the Philippines in April 1941 for basic training. 
He was assigned to a searchlight battery on 
the tip of Bataan and then evacuated to Cor-
regidor when Bataan fell April 9, 1942. He was 
imprisoned on the Philippines in Bilibid and 
Cabanatuan. Friese was shipped to Japan in 
July 1943 on Mitsubishi’s Clyde Maru to mine 
coal at Omuta Fukuoka #17 Branch POW 

Camp for Mitsui Mining (now Mitsui’s Nippon 
Coke & Engineering Company). After WWII, 
he reenlisted in the U.S. Army and in 1947 
transferred to the U.S. Air Force. He retired 
after 20 years of service. In civilian life he was 
employed doing various types of electronics 
work. In 1975, Friese established his own 
company installing & repairing micrographic 
equipment. In retirement he pursues hobbies 
of travel, photography, woodworking, and col-
lecting antique clocks. POW#173 

Ralph E. Griffith, 88, lives in Hannibal, Mis-
souri. He enlisted in the army in 1941 at the 
age of 17 and received his basic training on 
Corregidor, the Philippines. He was captured 
on Corregidor in May 1942 with his unit, the 
U.S. Army 60th Coast Artillery Regiment Bat-
tery F ‘‘Flint.’’ On the Philippines he was a 
POW in Bilibid and Cabanatuan. He was 
shipped to Mukden, China (today’s Shenyang) 
in October 1942 on Mitsubishi’s Tottori Maru 
via Korea to Manchuria. Griffith was a slave 
laborer at MKK (Manshu Kosaku Kikai, which 
some researchers believe was owned by 
Mitsubishi and known as Manchuria Mitsubishi 
Machine Tool Company, Ltd.) factory working 
as a planer operator. He believes that the mul-
tiple shots and blood tests that he received 
while at Mukden were part of human medical 
experiments conducted by the Imperial Army’s 
731st Biological Warfare Unit. At liberation, he 
walked out the main gate of the POW camp 
and was immediately taken by the hand by a 
little Chinese girl. She brought him to her 
home where her family had prepared a meal 
for him. This family fed and cared for him until 
he was repatriated. Ever since, whenever he 
sees a Chinese family dining at a restaurant 
he quietly pays their bill. After the war, he 
went to work for railways both in Missouri and 
Alaska. Not liking the cold weather, he went to 
work for the Elgin, Joliet & Eastern Railway in 
northern Indiana. After 37 years, he retired 
from the Railway and returned to his home-
town of Hannibal, Missouri where he was born 
and raised. POW#552 

Oscar L. Leonard, 92, lives in Paradise, 
California. He joined the Idaho National Guard 
116th Cavalry in 1939 and the U.S. Army Air 
Corps in 1940. He was sent to the Philippines 
to be an airplane mechanic with 28th Heavy 
Bomb Squadron at Clark Field. He was sur-
rendered on Mindanao in May 1942 and held 
as a POW in Malaybalay and Bilibid. Leonard 
was then shipped to Japan on Mitsubishi’s 
Tottori Maru in October 1942. In Japan, he 
was held in a prison in Kawasaki and at 
Tokyo-2B-Kawasaki POW Camp (Mitsui Wharf 
Co., Ltd. known as ‘‘Mitsui Madhouse’’) to be 
used as stevedore and steel mill slave labor 
for the Mitsui Corporation as well as mixing 
chemicals for ammunition for Showa Denko. 
He was then held at Tokyo-5D-Kawasaki 
POW Camp where he was forced to work at 
a steel mill for Nihon Kokan (Japan Steel 
Pipe, now part of JFE Holdings). He was sent 
finally to Tokyo-7B-Hitachi POW Camp to re-
fine copper ore for Nippon Mining (today, JX 
Holdings Ltd., Inc.). He weighed only 85 
pounds at liberation. After World War II, Leon-
ard felt he was too old to return to medical 
school and decided to become a pharmacist. 
He attended Marin College and graduated 
from Idaho State College School of Pharmacy 
Pocatello in 1954. He still works relief at local 
pharmacies, sometimes helps his youngest 
daughter plant trees on her ten acres of land, 
cuts and chops his own firewood, and enjoys 
world travel. POW#247 
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Robert J. Vogler, Jr., 90, lives in Rancho 

Bernardo, San Diego, California. He joined the 
U.S. Army Air Corps in January 1940 at the 
age of 19. Stationed in Manila as part of the 
24th Pursuit Group 17th Pursuit Squadron, he 
completed aircraft instrument training and at-
tended the University of Philippines to study 
engineering. He serviced aircraft and then 
fought as an infantry soldier during the Battle 
of Bataan. As a POW, he survived the Bataan 
Death March, Camp O’Donnell, and Caba-
natuan in the Philippines. He was shipped to 
Mukden, China (today’s Shenyang) in October 
1942 on Mitsubishi’s Tottori Maru via Korea to 
Manchuria. Vogler was a slave laborer at MKK 
factory (Manshu Kosaku Kikai, which some re-
searchers believe was owned by Mitsubishi 
and known as Manchuria Mitsubishi Machine 
Tool Company, Ltd.), working as a grinding 
specialist. He believes that the multiple shots 
and rectal probes that he received while at 
Mukden were human medical experiments 
conducted by the Imperial Army’s 731st Bio-
logical Warfare Unit. In May 1944, he and 150 
American POWs were transferred to Nagoya- 
1B-Kamioka, Japan as punishment for bad be-
havior to be slave laborers for Mitsui Mining 
(now Kamioka Kogyo, a 100% subsidiary of 
Mitsui Mining & Smelting Co., Ltd.) mining 
lead and zinc. Mitsui now operates a recycling 
center at the former POW camp site. The 
mine was also the source of one of Japan’s 
four major cases of mass industrial poisoning 
in the 1960s. After the war, he remained in the 
U.S. Air Force, retiring in 1960. He was then 
employed by General Dynamics as a manu-
facturing and development engineer, but was 
forced to retire in 1976 due to health issues 
caused by his POW experience. In 2000, Mr. 
Volger and his wife returned to Kamioka to a 
warm welcome from mine representatives, 
town officials, citizens, and school children. He 
said that the visit brought him to tears and 
helped rest the many demons that haunted 
him from his maltreatment in Japan’s POW 
camps. POW#138 and #0336. 
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STATEMENT TO THE WIRELESS 
SAFETY SUMMIT 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 13, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I submit the 
following. 

Good morning and thank you for the op-
portunity to talk with you about wireless 
technology. It is an honor to be in a room 
with people who are so ahead of their time 
when it comes to thinking about the effects 
of widespread wireless technology. This is an 
issue of great interest to me. Many of you 
know I held a hearing on the topic—the first 
in at least a decade if not the first ever—on 
the effects of cell phones on human health. 
My hearing was followed by a hearing in the 
Senate which also generated some interest. 

I walked away from that hearing thinking 
the evidence that cell phones could cause 
brain cancer was fairly compelling. It was 
far from being authoritative but it was com-
pelling. At a minimum, the current lack of 
research in the US is not at all justified, es-
pecially since some estimates are that half 
of the world population uses a cell phone. 

One of the most important areas we dis-
cussed at my hearing was the mechanism. 

The wireless industry likes to claim that 
the only way a cell phone could cause harm 
to a human being is by heating tissue di-
rectly—the so called thermal mechanism. 
This is the way a microwave oven works. But 
we heard some evidence that a non-thermal 
mechanism is at work. It is certainly fea-
sible since there are many existing therapies 
using electromagnetic radiation to induce 
some effect in the body using non-thermal 
mechanisms. 

It is an important conversation to have be-
cause this belief—that there is no non-ther-
mal mechanism—is preventing some influen-
tial agencies from being open to the possi-
bility that cell phones and other wireless 
technologies are a real public health prob-
lem. I’m talking about the National Cancer 
Institute mainly, who is in turn influencing 
the Federal Communications Commission 
and the Food and Drug Administration. 

These agencies are using this conversation 
about thermal and non-thermal mechanisms 
as a red herring, effectively claiming that we 
can’t move forward with any kind of pre-
cautionary action until we know the mecha-
nism. Let me explain. 

When trying to link any given environ-
mental exposure to a health problem, sci-
entists like to know exactly how it is hap-
pening at the 10,000 foot level and at the mi-
crometer level. In other words, they like to 
be able to look over vast numbers of people 
and compare who was exposed and who was 
not exposed and show that there is a link 
there. But before they conclude the link is 
rock solid, they also like to know what, ex-
actly, is happening at the cellular level—how 
are the molecules changing in cells to make 
this happen? That is called the mechanism. 
Scientists are hesitant to say with certainty 
there is a link until that mechanism is 
nailed down. And the mechanism is usually 
the last thing to be discovered—usually 
years if not decades after epidemiology first 
uncovers the problem. 

That’s fine for scientists. But The NCI, the 
FCC, the FDA, and Members of Congress are 
not scientists. We are policy makers. And we 
have to look at things the scientists don’t. 
For example, we have to consider that we 
knew tobacco was killing people in the 30s. 
The Surgeon General didn’t even weigh in 
until the 60s. And there was no substantive 
action on cigarette bans until the mid 90s. In 
fact there are many places in the US where 
you can still smoke in public places even 
though it is well established that people die 
from exposure to it. It is not an accident 
that almost 70 years have passed and we’re 
still fighting to protect public health from 
tobacco. That was the result of a sophisti-
cated campaign to manufacture doubt in the 
mind of the public about the link between 
cigarettes and health. What we have to con-
sider as policy makers, not scientists is this: 
How many people died between the time we 
knew tobacco caused cancer and dozens of 
other major lethal health problems and the 
time policy makers took real action to pro-
tect the public and educate them? 

According to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, ‘‘Each year, an esti-
mated 443,000 people die prematurely from 
smoking or exposure to secondhand smoke, 
and another 8.6 million live with a serious 
illness caused by smoking.’’ 

So, yes, let’s talk about what the non-ther-
mal mechanisms are. But let’s not let that 
discussion get in the way when millions of 
lives are at stake. If we see a danger or even 
a potential danger to human health, we must 
act to protect health before acting to protect 
profits. 

I announced that I would be introducing a 
bill that would do three things. It would re-
establish a research program in the US to 
look at the health effects of cell phones. Al-
most all meaningful research in the field is 
now done overseas, save for a few selected 
pockets at places like the University of 
Washington and Cleveland Clinic. 

Second, the bill would call for a real meas-
ure of exposure to replace the inaccurate, 
misleading, and downright false numbers 
used now to depict exposure levels. You 
know this measurement as the Specific Ab-
sorption Rate, or SAR, and it is mostly only 
accessible in places that are invisible to the 
consumer as they shop for phones. The SAR 
has multiple problems; among them is that 
they are designed for adults, not children; 
they ignore the fields created by phones that 
use increasing amounts of power, which 
smart phones do; and the science has devel-
oped significantly since the standards were 
set, mostly by engineers, not by people with 
medical training. 

The third thing the bill would do is call for 
a label on cell phones, using the new meas-
ure of exposure that is created under this 
bill. Until we can say with greater certainty 
whether this is a link between electro-
magnetic radiation and various health prob-
lems, the consumer should be able to decide 
what they want. But markets are not truly 
free when the consumer has inadequate in-
formation. As it stands, the consumer can-
not practically know what a particular 
phone or smart meter would expose them to. 
First the SAR is obsolete, as I mentioned. 
Second, even if it were useful, the SAR can’t 
be readily accessed when buying a phone. We 
need labels. 

The bill has already accumulated cospon-
sors and I am awaiting the right moment to 
introduce it. It will not be easy to make leg-
islative progress because of the enormous fi-
nancial resources the industry has at its dis-
posal. They have already tried a few tricks 
to get us to pony up information about the 
bill’s contents, timing and strategy. But I 
am convinced we can make legislative 
progress anyway. We just have to be very 
strategic about it. 

I am also keeping a close eye on the other 
uses for wireless technology. Certainly there 
are a lot of questions about the dangers 
posed by towers. Increasingly, we’re seeing 
popular resistance to smart meters as well 
because of the additional exposure they 
cause. And the wireless spectrum is being 
sold off to make room for more wireless 
gadgets like keyboards. 

The use of the radiofrequency spectrum is 
one of three emerging technologies that are 
proof for the maxim that we are developing 
technology faster than our ability to manage 
it. Another textbook case is nanotechnology, 
which is proliferating by leaps and bounds 
while research on the effects on the environ-
ment and health is slowly lumbering along. 
What little research we have seen to date is 
deeply concerning. The third case, of course, 
is genetically engineered food; another topic 
which I have held hearings on. 

In each of these cases, any progress that 
has been made has only come as a result of 
the efforts of a thoughtful, dedicated few 
who have raised the hard questions for indus-
try and for policy makers. It is a privilege to 
join you in your efforts to put public health 
over private profit. Thank you again for the 
invitation to be with you today. 
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