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community grow to over a million people dur-
ing my lifetime, I know the importance of pro-
tecting our beloved desert. Saguaro National 
Park is a vital part of not only my community’s 
history, but this Nation’s history. I know that 
the BioBlitz will help teach our youth about the 
importance of protecting these special places, 
fostering greater appreciation, enjoyment, and 
stewardship for the future. 

I congratulate Saguaro National Park and its 
staff for being part of the BioBlitz experience. 

f 

RECOGNIZING WILLIAM T. LOCKE 
ON HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE 
LORAIN COUNTY COMMUNITY AC-
TION AGENCY 

HON. BETTY SUTTON 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 13, 2011 

Ms. SUTTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge an individual whose contributions 
have changed the lives of people in my district 
and throughout Ohio. 

William T. Locke served as the President 
and CEO of the Lorain County Community Ac-
tion Agency in Lorain, Ohio for two terms; 
from 1986 to 1999 and again in 2007 to 2011. 
Throughout his tenure, William has led the 
Agency with temperance and humility, and al-
ways placed the needs families and seniors 
first. 

William has had an extensive career work-
ing in Community Action Agencies, which work 
to make our country a better place to live. In 
1974, William began his career of community 
service as the Executive Director of the Por-
tage County Community Action Council where 
he helped people achieve economic security. 
He was later appointed to lead the Office of 
Community Services within the Ohio Depart-
ment of Development by Governor Richard 
Celeste in 1983. William left the State of Ohio 
to become the Deputy Executive Director for 
the Cincinnati-Hamilton County Community 
Action Agency before continuing on to the Lo-
rain County Community Action Agency. In ad-
dition, William served in the U.S. Army during 
the Vietnam War and received an Honorable 
Discharge. 

William Locke has made a difference in our 
community, and it is an honor to have worked 
with him to give children, families, and our 
seniors a better way of life. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the accomplishments and dedi-
cated service of Mr. William T. Locke as he 
retires from the Lorain County Community Ac-
tion Agency. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NORTH COLLIN 
COUNTY HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 

HON. SAM JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 13, 2011 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
it is my privilege to recognize before the 
United States House of Representatives an 
outstanding charitable organization—North 
Collin County Habitat for Humanity, (NCC- 
Habitat)—on the occasion of the Grand Open-
ing of its new facility in McKinney, Texas. 

Incorporated in 1992, NCC-Habitat’s mission 
is to ‘‘work in partnership with God and His 
people to develop communities by enabling 
families to achieve the dream of homeowner-
ship with dignity.’’ Over its nearly twenty years 
of service to the communities of northern 
Collin County, this organization has built 64 
homes for families in need. 

Many of the resources required to complete 
these projects are donated to or funded by the 
McKinney ReStore. Habitat for Humanity oper-
ates over 900 ReStores throughout the United 
States and Canada. These facilities are retail 
outlets, open to the public, which sell new and 
gently used building materials, furniture, and 
other home decor items. 

The McKinney ReStore operated by NCC- 
Habitat has been so successful that it needed 
to expand. Today marks the first day of busi-
ness at the ReStore’s new 40,000 square foot 
facility. The building also houses NCC-Habi-
tat’s office space. 

On behalf of the people of the Third Con-
gressional District of Texas, I want to thank 
the great folks of NCC-Habitat for helping to 
build our community. 

Congratulations on your new facility. God 
bless you, and I salute you! 

f 

UNITED STATES-COLOMBIA TRADE 
PROMOTION AGREEMENT IMPLE-
MENTATION ACT 

SPEECH OF 

DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 11, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
strong opposition to H.R. 3078, the United 
States-Colombia Trade Promotion Agreement 
Implementation Act. 

This trade agreement continues in the 
NAFTA tradition of trampling on human and 
economic rights. 

Colombia is the world’s most dangerous 
place to be a unionist. More trade unionists 
were killed last year in Colombia than in the 
rest of the world combined. The Labor Action 
plan signed by Colombia in April of this year 
has not done enough to address these signifi-
cant human rights abuses. Sixteen trade 
unionists have been killed since it was signed. 
Now we’re going to pass a trade agreement 
that will further weaken the rights of workers 
whose lives are at stake? 

Workers in the U.S. will be hurt by this trade 
agreement too. The Economic Policy Institute 
estimates that the Colombia FTA will result in 
the loss or displacement of 55,000 U.S. jobs. 
We have heard the promises of economic 
prosperity from free trade advocates before. 
Those promises have consistently failed to 
materialize. 

Workers in the U.S. and Colombia cannot 
afford a NAFTA-style trade agreement that 
significantly weakens their economic security 
and fundamental labor rights. 

I urge my colleagues to oppose this bill. 

HONORING OAKHURST 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 13, 2011 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following proclamation. 

Whereas, Oakhurst Presbyterian Church 
has been and continues to be a beacon of 
light to our county for the past ninety years; 
and 

Whereas, Pastors Gibson ‘‘Nibs’’ Stroupe 
and Pastor Caroline Leach and the members 
of the Oakhurst Presbyterian Church family 
today continues to uplift and inspire those in 
our county; and 

Whereas, the Oakhurst Presbyterian Church 
family has been and continues to be a place 
where citizens are touched spiritually, mentally 
and physically through outreach ministries and 
community partnership to aid in building up 
our District; and 

Whereas, this remarkable and tenacious 
Church of God has given hope to the hope-
less, fed the needy and empowered our com-
munity for the ninety (90) years by preaching 
the gospel and living the gospel; and 

Whereas, Oakhurst has produced many 
spiritual warriors, people of compassion, peo-
ple of great courage, fearless leaders and 
servants to all, but most of all visionaries who 
have shared not only with their Church, but 
with DeKalb County and the world their pas-
sion to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize the Oakhurst 
Presbyterian Church family on their 90th Anni-
versary and for their leadership and service to 
our District; 

Now therefore, I, Henry C. ‘‘Hank’’ Johnson, 
Jr. do hereby proclaim September 25, 2011 as 
Oakhurst Presbyterian Church Day in the 4th 
Congressional District. 

Proclaimed, this 25th day of September, 
2011. 

f 

HONORING THE SISTERS OF 
CHARITY OF ST. HYACINTHE 

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD 
OF MAINE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 13, 2011 

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Sisters of Charity of St. 
Hyacinthe on over a century of committed 
service to the city of Lewiston. 

From the moment of their arrival in 1878, 
the Sisters of Charity of St. Hyacinthe made 
themselves an integral part of the Lewiston 
community. Immediately looking for ways to 
give back to the town, they established a 
school for the community’s French speaking 
children within their first year. A decade later, 
they established the first Catholic hospital in 
Maine. As the years progressed, the Sisters 
would go on to establish an orphanage for the 
children of mill workers, as well as long-term 
care facilities for the elderly. 

The tremendous impact that the Sisters 
have had on Lewiston continues to be felt by 
the city’s residents today. Perhaps the most 
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important example of this is the work of St. 
Mary’s Regional Medical Center. St Mary’s 
embodies the remarkable caring of the Sisters, 
providing preventive, restorative and sup-
portive services with compassion and respect 
for thousands of Lewiston area residents. Al-
though the Sister’s involvement in the man-
agement of the hospital has receded in recent 
years, their legacy lives on in members of the 
staff who continue to treat to some of Maine’s 
most needy. 

There is no way to quantify the immense 
good that the Sisters of Charity of St. 
Hyacinthe have brought to the city of Lewiston 
and to the state of Maine. The impact of their 
service to the community is a shining example 
of the power of love and faith. I join the city 
of Lewiston in expressing an unending grati-
tude for their kindness and their devotion to 
helping the less fortunate. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring the 
Sisters of Charity of St. Hyacinthe for their nu-
merous contributions to the Lewiston commu-
nity and the state of Maine. 

f 

UNITED STATES-PANAMA TRADE 
PROMOTION AGREEMENT IMPLE-
MENTATION ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, October 11, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
strong opposition to H.R. 3079, the United 
States-Panama Trade Implementation Act. 

With our nation’s unemployment rate con-
tinuing to hover around 9 percent, it is uncon-
scionable that we are considering NAFTA- 
clone free trade agreements that will further 
facilitate the outsourcing of American jobs and 
undermine the rights of American workers. 
Proponents of free trade agreements like to 
purport that they are good for the U.S. econ-
omy and will create jobs. But history is on the 
side of those of us who opposed NAFTA, 
CAFTA and other damaging trade agreements 
over the last decade. 

Free trade agreements play a significant 
role in exacerbating the negative effects of 
globalization, including the rapid privatization 
of vital public resources. They have resulted in 
the loss of domestic jobs and manufacturing 
industries and in significant decreases to labor 
and environmental standards. In addition, 
FTAs result in significant job loss and privat-
ization of labor-intensive industries for the 
countries we enter in trade agreements with. 
Unionizing in countries like Mexico and Co-
lombia has resulted in death or imprisonment 
of union leaders. 

Every state in this country has been af-
fected negatively by our destructive trade poli-
cies. The Economic Policy Institute estimates 
that nearly 700,000 U.S. jobs have been dis-
placed since the passage of NAFTA in the 
1990s. The majority of the jobs displaced—60 
percent—were in the manufacturing sector. My 
home State of Ohio is one of the top ten 
states with the most jobs displaced by NAFTA, 
having lost 34,900 jobs. Our rapidly increasing 
trade deficits with countries like China has re-
sulted in the loss over 5 million jobs over the 
past decade. Of that 5 million, the State of 
Ohio has lost 103,000 jobs as a result of the 
increase in our trade deficit with China. 

This is not a debate about being for trade or 
against trade as some of my colleagues have 
framed it. This is a debate about learning from 
the free trade policies we have pursued over 
the last decade that have proven to be signifi-
cantly damaging to the American economy 
and American workers. The numbers speak 
for themselves. 

I urge my colleagues to oppose this agree-
ment. 

PANAMA IS A TAX HAVEN 

Panama is one of the world’s worst tax ha-
vens, allowing rich U.S. individuals and cor-
porations to skirt their responsibility to pay 
taxes that are vital to the local communities 
that depend on those revenues. The U.S.- 
Panama free trade agreement does nothing to 
address this issue. At a time when potentially 
damaging austerity measures are being pro-
posed to balance the budget, we should not 
be considering a free trade agreement that 
fails to deal with an issue critical to addressing 
our deficit. 

This FTA includes provisions that even un-
dermine our own laws to combat tax haven 
activity. Public Citizen’s Global Trade Watch 
reports that the ‘‘FTA’s Services, Financial 
Services and Investment Chapters include 
provisions that forbid limits on transfers of 
money between the U.S. and Panama. Yet, 
such limits are the strongest tools that the 
U.S. has to enforce policies aimed at stopping 
international tax avoidance.’’ 

Many have cited a tax treaty signed by Pan-
ama earlier this year as a reason to support 
the Panama-FTA and dismiss the concerns of 
Panama as a tax haven. In reality, the agree-
ment (the ‘‘Tax Information Exchange Agree-
ment’’) fails to hold Panama and corporations 
accountable for tax evasion. The agreement 
only requires Panama to stop refusing to pro-
vide information to U.S. officials in specific 
cases if U.S. officials know to inquire. It also 
includes a significant exception which allows 
Panama to reject requests for information if it 
is ‘‘contrary to the national interest.’’ 

By passing this free trade agreement, we 
are rewarding and condoning corporations 
who offshore jobs and practice international 
tax avoidance—practices that significantly hurt 
American workers and the American economy. 

BUY AMERICAN PROVISIONS—AND U.S. WORKERS— 
UNDERMINED 

The U.S.-Panama FTA requires the U.S. to 
waive Buy America requirements for all Pan-
amanian-incorporated firms, and even many 
Chinese and other foreign firms incorporated 
in Panama that are there to exploit the tax 
system. This means that work that should go 
to U.S. workers can be offshored because of 
rules which forbid Buy America preferences 
requiring U.S. employees to perform contract 
work by a federal agency in the federal pro-
curement process. According to Global Trade 
Watch, the U.S. would be waiving Buy Amer-
ica requirements for ‘‘trillions in U.S. govern-
ment contracts for any corporations estab-
lished in Panama and in exchange would get 
almost no new procurement contract opportu-
nities in Panama for U.S. companies.’’ 

If you support the NAFTA tradition of weak-
ening offshore protections, limiting financial 
service regulations, banning Buy America pro-
curement preferences, limiting environmental, 
food and product safety safeguards, and the 
undermining U.S. workers and our economy, 
than this is your agreement. 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF LA 
POSADA HOTEL 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 13, 2011 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the 50th Anniversary of La Po-
sada Hotel, a historical treasure and cultural 
icon of the community of Laredo, Texas. 

La Posada Hotel stands on the banks of the 
Rio Grande and in the heart of Laredo’s His-
toric Business District, a quiet but proud trib-
ute to the Spanish, Mexican and Texan archi-
tectural influences that many Texas cities are 
proud to call their own. The hotel’s classic en-
trance, its windows wrapped in decorative 
wrought-iron, and Spanish-tile decked veranda 
draped with the Seven Flags of Texas all face 
the historic San Agustin Plaza. 

The building was established in 1916 and 
was first the home of old Laredo High School 
until 1961, when Tom Herring opened the 
hotel centered on the school building. La Po-
sada is comprised of three additional historic 
19th-century buildings: the Tack Room, for-
merly the Bruni House, the Republic of the Rio 
Grande Museum and the San Agustin ball-
room, formerly a convent. Renowned for its 
world-class accommodations and high-quality 
customer service, La Posada is also home to 
two award-winning restaurants, Zaragoza Grill 
and The Tack Room. It has undergone a $17- 
million renovation that has enabled it to be-
come a premier hotel in Laredo and to con-
tinue its role as a contributor to the commu-
nity’s economy. 

La Posada has also become the elegant 
setting of some of Laredo’s most acclaimed 
events, including the George Washington’s 
Birthday Celebration, and host to illustrious fig-
ures including U.S. Senators, U.S. Congress-
men, and international public officials and dip-
lomats. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have the time 
to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of La 
Posada Hotel and its historical, cultural and 
economic significance to the community of La-
redo, Texas. I thank you for this time. 

f 

SECOND U.S. POW DELEGATION TO 
JAPAN, OCTOBER 15–23, 2011 

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 13, 2011 

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor veterans from America’s greatest gen-
eration and thank the Government of Japan 
for recognizing the sacrifices of these men. On 
Saturday, October 15, seven former members 
of the U.S. Army and Army Air Corps, who 
fought in the Battle for the Philippines at the 
start of World War II, from December 1941 to 
May 1942, will travel to Tokyo as guests of the 
Japanese government. These brave soldiers 
and airmen were all prisoners of war of Impe-
rial Japan. 

The conditions in which they were held are 
unimaginable. Their first trip to Japan was on 
aging freighters called ‘‘Hellships,’’ where the 
men were loaded into suffocating holds with 
little space, water, food, or sanitation. At the 
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