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Reeves Jollivette Chambers, a great educator,
historian, and civil rights activist in Miami's Af-
rican American community. Fran passed away
at the age of 89 after a lengthy struggle with
Alzheimer’s disease. My thoughts and prayers
go out to her family and friends at this most
difficult time. She is survived by her daugh-
ters, Regina Jollivette Frazier and Cleo
Leontine Jollivette; son, Cyrus M. Jollivette;
her brother, Garth C. Reeves; four grand-
children; and three great-grandchildren. Trag-
ically, Fran lost her first husband, Cyrus M.
Jollivette, Sr., to a storm in January 1960. In
July 1963, she married James R. Chambers,
who passed away in June 2000.

Fran was born on November 13, 1921, in
Overtown, Miami’s historic African American
neighborhood. She was the sixth of five sur-
viving children born to the late Henry E.S.
Reeves and Rachel Jane Cooper Reeves,
who had emigrated from Nassau, Bahamas to
Miami in April 1919 and founded The Miami
Times, Florida’s oldest Black newspaper. Fran
graduated from Booker T. Washington High
School in 1938 before receiving a Bachelor of
Arts degree summa cum laude from Bennett
College in 1942 and a Master of Arts degree
from New York University in 1959. In addition,
she later studied at the University of Miami,
University of Florida, Florida Agricultural and
Mechanical (A&M) University, Florida Atlantic
University, and Barry University, earning more
graduate credits than required for her doc-
torate.

Fran was a true educator. For more than 37
years, she taught and guided students at Dun-
bar Elementary School, Miami Jackson Senior
High School, Continuing Opportunities for Pur-
poseful Education (COPE) Center North, and
Holmes Elementary School as a teacher,
reading specialist, counselor, and principal.
During this time, Fran also dedicated her time
and energy to numerous causes as a volun-
teer for the March of Dimes and the American
Heart Association, JESCA board chair, a
board member of Senior Centers of Dade
County, and a member of the American Asso-
ciation of University Women. In the 1970s and
1980s, she was a member of the Florida State
Board of Optometry and the League of
Women Voters.

After retiring from the Dade County Public
Schools in July 1979, Fran continued giving
back to her community and traveled the world,
visiting over 50 countries and six continents.
She was a lifelong member of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority and the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP),
a platinum member of The Links, Inc., and a
charter member and past president of the
MRS Club, a six-decades-old group of friends.
Fran was also a member of the Daughters of
the King at Incarnation Episcopal Church.

Almost 30 years ago, Fran first dreamed of
publishing a book that would preserve and
share the history of Miami’'s Black pioneers.
Her vision was realized in Linkages and Leg-
acies, a 120-page, hardbound coffee table
book chronicling the works, deeds, and experi-
ences of Miami’s Black pioneers. Published in
March 2010 by The Links, Inc., Greater Miami
Chapter, through the non-profit Linkages and
Legacies, Inc., this publication was distributed
for free as a gift to the community. Further-
more, Fran’s concept served as the inspiration
for the AT&T African American History Cal-
endar, which was created 17 vyears ago.
These important works would not have been
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possible without the efforts of individuals like
Fran, who have dedicated their lives to serving
their communities.

Mr. Speaker, | have had the privilege and
pleasure of knowing Fran and her family per-
sonally. The Miami community has lost one of
its great pioneers, and she will be dearly
missed. Thanks to Fran’s many contributions,
however, her legacy of education, compas-
sion, and love will live on for generations to
come.

IN MEMORY OF VIRGIL SCHEIDT
HON. MIKE PENCE

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 6, 2011

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, | rise with a
heavy heart to honor the tremendous life and
legacy of Virgil Scheidt from my hometown of
Columbus, Indiana.

Mr. Scheidt lived a long and blessed life full
of family, hard work, and community service.
On February 20, 1949, he married the love of
his life, Bettie. He began his career as a farm-
er, and he and Bettie owned and operated
their own farm for more than thirty years. But
as much as he loved farming, Mr. Scheidt felt
called to do more for his community, and in
1960, he was elected Bartholomew County
Treasurer. After winning re-election four years
later, he was also elected President of the As-
sociation of Indiana County Officials, and went
on to be elected as a national director of the
National County Officials in 1967.

Mr. Scheidt was elected chairman of the
Bartholomew County Republican Party in
1965, where he served for 33 years. After
serving as district chairman for several years,
he was ultimately elected chairman of the Indi-
ana State Republican Party in 1989. His in-
volvement in local, state, and national politics
spanned decades and included such honors
as serving as an elector of the Indiana Elec-
toral College in the 2000 presidential election,
and attending and serving as a delegate for
numerous national Republican conventions.

Virgil Scheidt was also an entrepreneur and
businessman. Besides his life on the farm, he
founded a real estate brokerage firm, and in
1974, was appointed to the Indiana Real Es-
tate Commission where he served as a mem-
ber for fifteen years and as its chairman from
1983 to 1985. He was named Realtor of the
Year in 1987 by the Columbus Board of Real-
tors and was awarded the Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award by them in 1999.

Despite his many business and political ac-
tivities, Mr. Scheidt was still a dedicated and
active member of his community. He was a
member of the Columbus Rotary Club, Har-
rison Lake Country Club, the Columbus Area
Chamber of Commerce, and the Columbia
Club. He was also an active and lifelong mem-
ber of St. Paul Lutheran Church in Columbus.
His legacy of service was honored by three
different governors when each of them gave
him the prestigious Sagamore of the Wabash
Award, and additionally he received the Distin-
guished Hoosier Award in 1985 from Governor
Robert Orr.

While his loss will be deeply felt, we find
hope in the Good Book which tells us that “the
Lord is close to the brokenhearted.” | offer my
deepest condolences, to Mr. Scheidt’s beloved
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family: wife Bettie; sons Randy and Warren;
daughters Deborah and Christie; grandchildren
Matthew, Leslie, Travis, Zachary, Allison,
Katie, Todd, Emily, Nicholas, Olivia, and Mad-
eleine; great-grandson Harrison; as well as his
numerous nieces, nephews, and cousins. May
you find comfort in the eternal hope we find in
our faith, and encouragement that Virgil
Scheidt will be remembered and honored in
the hearts of Hoosiers for his life of service for
years to come.

———

CELEBRATING MEXICAN
INDEPENDENCE DAY

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 6, 2011

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, today, | rise to
commemorate the Bicentennial and 201st an-
niversary of Mexican Independence Day,
which occurred on September 16, 2011. As
Mexicans everywhere celebrate the historic
independence of Mexico from Spanish rule,
this momentous day is significant because it
represents a sign of justice and equality—
rights valued and protected in our great coun-
try of the United States. It also represents the
day when Mexico was able to begin its quest
for freedom for the people of that beautiful and
spirited country. Our two countries will con-
tinue to make sure that the rights of the peo-
ple come first.

Mexican Independence Day is celebrated on
the date that Father Miguel Hidalgo y Castillo,
a priest in Dolores, Guanajuato, frustrated with
Spanish rule, rang the church bell to gather
the people of the town. Hidalgo ignited a fire
among the listeners, requesting that the peo-
ple of Mexico join him in rising up against
Spanish rule. Just as the soldiers in the Amer-
ican Revolutionary War fought on behalf of our
country, these courageous, patriotic men
fought to gain the independence of their be-
loved Mexico. This event known today as
Grito de Delores or “Cry of Delores” is joyfully
celebrated every year on September 16 by
Mexicans all over the world. The red, white,
and green flag is proudly displayed on this day
during festivities.

El Centro Comunitario Mexicano, or as it is
popularly known, CECOMEX, is one of the
oldest active, not-for-profit organizations for
Mexican Americans in my Congressional Dis-
trict and the City of New York. Under the lead-
ership of Executive Director, Sandra Perez, it
has worked independently as a community or-
ganization in my beloved East Harlem commu-
nity, catering to the needs of our newcomers.
| want to publicly thank them for all their work.
| would also like to commend Carlos M. Sada,
Consul General of Mexico in New York for all
his hard work on behalf of Mexico. He con-
tinues to assist and protect the citizens of
Mexico while facilitating trade and extending a
cordial friendship with New York.

The model of Father Miguel Hidalgo-
Costilla’s resolve and sacrifice for independ-
ence and liberty makes him an icon for what
beleaguered peoples of the world need most
today in their leaders. His martyrdom for Mex-
ico and for the future of their republic can pro-
vide light upon all communities. Let's pay re-
spects to those courageous men who fought
on behalf of Mexico to help position the coun-
try where it is today.
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Mr. Speaker, let me conclude on this, Mexi-
co’s two hundred and first anniversary of inde-
pendence, by vowing a renewed commitment
between the United States and Mexico as
both of our nations continue to confront the
global issues of our time. | call upon my fellow
Members of Congress to join me in cele-
brating Mexican Independence Day in honor
of all the Mexican immigrants and descend-
ents, not only in my district, but throughout
this great nation and the world. Viva Mexico
and may God and the Virgin of Guadalupe
bless The United Mexican States and the
United States of America.

———

TAIWAN’S 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF
ITS FOUNDING

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 6, 2011

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, October 10th
of this year marks the 100th anniversary of
Taiwan, the Republic of China. Taiwan has
been an important contributor towards eco-
nomic and political security in Asia for dec-
ades, and continues to be a major trading
partner with the United States. Indeed, Taiwan
is the ninth largest trading partner of the
United States and the sixth largest agricultural
market for products grown and produced here
in the United States.

Taiwan continues to benefit from self-gov-
ernance and free-elections, and its open soci-
ety and democracy allows for innovation and
growth that puts it on a competitive footing
with the most powerful and largest countries in
the world.

Taiwan and the United States uphold a
peaceful affiliation through trade agreements
and meaningful personal relationships. | en-
joyed a trip to Taiwan when | was a state leg-
islator, and it is a beautiful country with a vi-
brant culture.

Congratulations to the people of Taiwan and
President Ma Ying-jeou on its 100th anniver-

sary.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE ACHIEVE-
MENTS AND GENEROSITY OF
LEROY AND TERESA ROBINSON

HON. LARRY KISSELL

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 6, 2011

Mr. KISSELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a true, dedicated leader in my state and
in my local community of Montgomery County,
North Carolina. Leroy Robinson grew up in
Candor, North Carolina, just miles from my
home. He graduated from what was then-
known as Candor High School in 1939, and
went on to my alma mater of Wake Forest
University. After proudly serving our nation in
World War 1l, Robinson returned home to
North Carolina and began working for Belk, a
local family owned department store that
began in my district in Monroe, North Carolina.
After years as a local business and community
leader, Robinson officially retired from Belk in
1988 after 37 years of service with the com-
pany, only to continue on as an advisor and
counsel through 1995.
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In 1995, Robinson and his late wife Teresa
reached out to Wake Forest with hopes of set-
ting up a scholarship fund for local students to
attend Wake Forest, which is ranked 25th best
university in the nation by US News and World
Report. Through his hard work to open new
doors to his own success in life, he now want-
ed to help pave a path for others just like him
to achieve all that they can, with help from the
community that raised them. It was Robinson’s
belief that if children had the opportunity to get
a good education, they’d return home to Mont-
gomery County and make their community a
better place.

After my time at Wake Forest, | too returned
home, working in textiles for over 27 years be-
fore | began teaching high school social stud-
ies at both West and East Montgomery High
Schools. | have seen first-hand the benefits
that the Robinson Scholarship has provided
for both Montgomery County and Wake Forest
University. The generosity of Leroy Robinson
has continued to open new doors of oppor-
tunity for students throughout my community,
and on behalf of the people of Montgomery
County, | know that we will never have the
proper words to adequately thank Leroy for all
he has done, and continues to do.

Mr. Speaker, it is with complete admiration
and appreciation that | rise today to speak of
the kindness and generosity with which Leroy
and Teresa Robinson have continued to bless
our part of the world. His selflessness and
dedication to helping those who come after
him is a testament to the promise and goal
that many of us embrace: to leave the world
a better place than it was when we arrived.
Leroy Robinson has served as a shining ex-
ample of this generosity, and his gift continues
to give to the students of my community.

Today, | ask all Members of Congress to
join me in prayer for the health and well-being
of Leroy Robinson, an asset to the people of
Montgomery County, of North Carolina, and of
our nation. Although sadly she is no longer
with us, | also ask that we remember Teresa
Robinson and her generous contributions as
well.

HONORING U.S. MARINE LANCE
CORPORAL GIUSEPPE ““JOE’ LETO

HON. CHRISTOPHER S. MURPHY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 6, 2011

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor the memory of U.S. Ma-
rine Lance Corporal Giuseppe “Joe” Leto.

Joe was a resident of New Milford, Con-
necticut, where he attended Canterbury High
School for four years. As his family and
friends describe him, Joe was a passionate
member of the school wrestling team who en-
joyed spending time with his friends. Following
his graduation, he went on to attend Western
New England College in Springfield, Massa-
chusetts to study business. In 1998, he de-
cided to serve his country by joining the U.S.
Marine Corps. After going through boot camp
on Paris Island, he reported to Camp Lejeune
in North Carolina for 16 weeks of training.
Tragically, Joe died during a conditioning hike
in his third week at Camp Lejeune at the age
of 21.

Following Joe’s death, his mother, Mrs.
Mimi Leto established the Joe Leto Scholar-
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ship for the students at Canterbury High
School. When community support for the Leto
family was expressed in an outpouring of flow-
ers, Joe’s former wrestling coach, Joe Wilson
suggested that Mrs. Leto ask the community
to participate in a fundraiser to support a
scholarship in Joe’s memory.

The community’s response was enthusi-
astic. Though originally intended to be a one-
time event, the “Run for Joe” has become a
tradition in New Milford. Participants have
raised a total of over $150,000 in support of
Joe’s scholarship since the very first run. Oc-
tober 9, 2011 marks the 13th Annual “Run for
Joe” to raise money for the Joe Leto Scholar-
ship Fund. This year, in honor of the “Run for
Joe” and in honor of Joe’s memory, a flag will
be flown at half staff on the day of the event
at the Connecticut state Capitol.

In reflection of the premature loss of a
young, promising U.S. Marine and the sense
of community he has inspired in the town of
New Milford, | ask my colleagues to join me in
recognizing and honoring the life of Lance
Corporal Giuseppe Leto, and the contributions
his family and community have made in his
memory to the students at Canterbury High
School.

——————

PALESTINIAN BID FOR U.N.
RECOGNITION

HON. JOHN P. SARBANES

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 6, 2011

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, to those who
question the United States’ expression of soli-
darity with Israel in the face of the recent Pal-
estinian bid for U.N. recognition, the answer is
that it is in America’s interest to stand strong
with its friend and ally.

There is a chorus of political interests argu-
ing that U.N. recognition is precisely the
game-changing move needed to push forward
stalled Mid-East talks. But completely up-end-
ing the long agreed-upon structure of direct
negotiations would defeat all interests. For
those Palestinians who desire peace, it would
unfairly heighten expectations that the United
Nations offers some new path to an inde-
pendent state with defined territorial borders.
Most alarmingly, U.N. recognition of Pales-
tinian statehood would encourage Israel’s tra-
ditional foes, as well as emerging new ones,
to abandon their grudging acceptance of the
direct negotiation paradigm in favor of a co-
ordinated assault on Israel’s interests and se-
curity. That, in turn, will put America’s interests
at risk.

U.S. support for Israel has never been more
important than it is now. The winds of the
Arab Spring blowing from Tunisia to Syria are
dramatically altering the dynamics of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the wider re-
gion. Our ally’s familiar antagonists are seizing
on the region’s new populism to stir up anti-
Israel sentiment. In recent days, Israeli dip-
lomats had to be rescued (with U.S. help)
from their embassy in Cairo when angry pro-
testers breached the grounds. Iran is as belli-
cose as ever and its potential to pose an exis-
tential threat to Israel cannot be underesti-
mated.

It is expected that countries like Iran would
seek to hijack the sentiment of the Arab
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