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Sudan just before that new country’s inde-
pendence.

This vicious attack didn’t provoke the SPLM
into retaliation, which could have derailed its
independence. Nevertheless, dozens of peo-
ple were killed and more than 200,000 were
displaced in the immediate aftermath of the
northern attack on its own territory. This vio-
lence was a tragic resumption of a prior war
by the Khartoum government on the Nuba of
Southern Kordofan. Beginning in the 1980s,
Islamist elements in the North began an eradi-
cation campaign against the Nuba—pitting
Northern Arabs against Africans to the South.

Earlier this month, the Sudanese military
bombed its own Blue Nile state, including at-
tacks on the governor’s residence. Nearly half
a million people were affected by the air and
ground assault on Blue Nile. It seems the so-
called cease-fire in Southern Kordofan was
only a pretext to facilitate preparations for the
assault on Blue Nile.

The Comprehensive Peace Agreement that
ended the North-South civil war was supposed
to provide for consultations for both states so
residents could determine their political future.
However, Khartoum didn’t want to risk their
desire to break away and lose them as it has
South Sudan. The promised consultations
were held in Blue Nile, but postponed in
Southern Kordofan.

When the SPLM-North members in South-
ern Kordofan and Blue Nile didn’t lay down
their arms in advance of South Sudan’s inde-
pendence, Khartoum used that as an excuse
to eliminate those who had supported the
South in the long civil war. A preemptive strike
in Southern Kordofan evidently was meant to
chase out those who had opposed Khartoum.
Members of SPLM-North were stalked by the
Sudanese military, who went door-to-door to
eliminate them. The similar attack in Blue Nile
was intended to purge that state of the sup-
posed opponents of the Khartoum government
living there as well. In fact, the Sudan Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army—North governor of Blue
Nile has been chased out of the capital by
northern military forces.

As the world was focused on the January
referendum in which Southerners voted for an
independent South Sudan, human right orga-
nizations reported rising violence in Darfur.
There was a resumption of conflict in several
locations in North and South Darfur between
Sudanese government military forces and
Sudan Liberation Army rebels loyal to Mini
Minawi, a signatory of the now-defunct 2006
Darfur Peace Agreement. Recently, the Suda-
nese army clashed with the rebel Justice and
Equality Movement in the remote area of
North Darfur near Sudan’s triangle border with
Chad and Libya. Darfur rebels had attacked
Omdurman and Khartoum in northern Sudan
in 2008, which resulted in a massive crack-
down on dissidents.

The brutality by the Sudanese military will
not crush the desire for freedom in Abyei,
Southern Kordofan, Blue Nile or Darfur. In
seeking to prevent the secession of these
states and the special administrative area of
Abyei, Bashir's government may be sowing
the seeds for Sudan’s eventual dissolution.
Until that time, however, the international com-
munity must continue to press for an end to
the attacks on Sudanese, using all of our
available diplomatic and economic resources.
The human rights of people in the North must
be every bit as important to us as the rights
of those in the South have been.
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Meanwhile, we have known that raiders
from the North were killing southern men and
taking women and children into slavery for
decades. Reports from human rights groups
and the U.S. Department of State on Suda-
nese slavery gained the attention of Members
of Congress such as myself as early as the
1980s because of the serious human rights
implications of modern-day slavery.

| chaired the first Congressional hearing on
slavery in Sudan on March 13, 1996. Our wit-
nesses included then-Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary of State for African Affairs William
Twadell; Samuel Cotton of the Coalition
Against Slavery in Mauritania and Sudan; Dr.
Charles Jacobs of the American Anti-Slavery
Group; Baroness Caroline Cox, the Deputy
Speaker of the British House of Lords, testi-
fying on behalf of Christian Solidarity Inter-
national, and Dr. Gaspar Biro, Human Rights
Rapporteur of the United Nations. Fifteen
years ago, these witnesses cited the gross
human rights violations committed by the Gov-
ernment of the Sudan and their failure to co-
operate in addressing slavery. Special
Rapporteur Biro referred to it as the “manifest
passivity of the government of Sudan.” Deputy
Assistant Secretary Twadell said the Clinton
Administration acknowledged then that slavery
was an ugly reality in Sudan.

Following a visit to the Sudan People’s Lib-
eration Army-held portion of Sudan in Novem-
ber 2000, then-Assistant Secretary of State for
African Affairs Susan Rice said that neither
the Clinton Administration nor its successor
would cease working to end slavery in Sudan.
Why have we not kept that promise?

When former Assistant Secretary Rice made
that pledge, the United Nations estimated that
there were as many as 15,000 southern Suda-
nese held in bondage after being abducted in
raids by Arab militamen on southern villages.
While the current exact number of Sudanese
slaves is unknown, too many people remain in
slavery in Sudan and more continue to join
them each day. The State Department’'s 2011
Trafficking in Persons report lists Sudan as a
Tier 1l country that is a continuing source,
transit and destination country for men,
women and children subjected to forced labor
and sex trafficking. Slavery remains a perva-
sive and deeply disturbing reality in Sudan,
and we cannot in good conscience allow this
to continue.

We have had active campaigns to end Su-
danese slavery, to end genocide in Darfur, to
end the north-South civil war and now to end
to the attacks on Abyei, Southern Kordofan
and Blue Nile. Unfortunately, these campaigns
have been conducted in isolation from one an-
other. If we are to have a successful policy to
stop the suffering of Sudan’s people, our gov-
ernment must devise a comprehensive policy
for addressing all of Sudan’s challenges. To
facilitate such a policy consolidation, civil soci-
ety also must support a coordinated policy no
matter their particular area of concern. There-
fore, | call on our civil society organizations
concerned about the people of Sudan to work
together and demonstrate to our government
the wisdom and effectiveness of a coordinated
American policy on Sudan.
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URGING THE SECRETARY OF
STATE TO REMOVE THE PEO-
PLE’S MOJAHEDIN ORGANIZA-
TION OF IRAN FROM DEPART-
MENT OF STATE’S LIST OF FOR-
EIGN TERRORIST ORGANIZA-
TIONS

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 6, 2011

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker,
perhaps the most important element of our de-
mocracy is the reverence our people and gov-
ernment have for the rule of law. | stand here
today because | am dismayed at the State De-
partment’s inaction in response to a Federal
court ruling stating the DoS was incorrect in
placing the MEK on the terrorist watch list.
This inaction damages the credibility of our ex-
ecutive branch as well its ability to faithfully
execute the laws of this land.

More than 10 years ago, the State Depart-
ment put Iran’s most organized opposition on
the list of Foreign Terrorist Organizations,
FTO, in order to get the Iranian mullahs to co-
operate with us. Not only has this policy failed
to temper Iran’s aggressive behavior, it has
actually emboldened them. More importantly,
the terror listing of the Iranian opposition has
robbed people of Iran of the political space
needed to effectively oppose the regime within
Iran and in the global arena.

Our allies in the UK and EU have removed
the MEK from their banned organizations list.
The DC Circuit Federal Appeals Court has
also ordered our government to reexamine its
evidence on the MEK and undertake a fresh
review of their case. The 10th Circuit stated
that the State Department had not shown that
the MEK had been engaged or had the intent
to engage in terrorist activities which is a re-
quirement to being designated as an FTO.
Ninety-five Members of Congress and | have
agreed with the court decision and co-spon-
sored H. Res. 60 to urge the Secretary of
State to remove the MEK as an FTO and lift
all restrictions.

As such, | would therefore like to ask the
folks in State Department a simple question:
Why has the department, after more than 500
days of deliberation failed to faithfully comply
with the Federal court order?

————

CEMENT SECTOR REGULATORY
RELIEF ACT (H.R. 2681) AND THE
EPA REGULATORY RELIEF ACT
(H.R. 2250)

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 6, 2011

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker this week the
House of Representatives considered two bills
that continue the Majority’s assault on public
health and the environment. The so-called
“Cement Sector Regulatory Relief Act” and
the “EPA Regulatory Relief Act” would delay
or eliminate air pollution safeguards for indus-
trial incinerators, boilers, and cement plans.
Should these dangerous bills become law, the
air we breathe would contain more mercury,
arsenic, lead, and acid gas.
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These misguided pieces of legislation would
undermine the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy’s ability to enforce the Clean Air Act and
significantly limit the federal government’s abil-
ity to ensure that the air we breathe is safe
and pollution-free.

Sadly, these bills are just the latest in a long
line of bills from the majority that put big pol-
luter profits before the health and safety of the
American people. From the Dirty Air Act that
would remove EPA’s statutory authority to reg-
ulate carbon pollution to legislation that ex-
empts offshore drilling operations from having
to control their pollution emissions and legisla-
tion that would allow power plants to emit
more and more toxic air pollution, the majority
seems intent on rolling back programs that
preserve our environment, protect our public
health, and grow our economy.

For forty years the Clean Air Act has been
successful in protecting public health and pre-
venting deaths from respiratory disease be-
cause it was written to follow science as
science evolved. The success of the Clean Air
Act is because its regulations are based in
science. Legislators shouldn’t pretend to be
scientists.

| urge my colleagues to vote no on these
dangerous bills.

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE ASSOCIA-
TION OF INDIANS IN AMERICA
AND ITS PRESIDENT, RANJU
BATRA

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 6, 2011

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to ac-
knowledge the Association of Indians in Amer-
ica and its President, my good friend Ms.
Ranju Batra, on the occasion of its 24th an-
nual celebration of the festival of Diwali at the
historic South Street Seaport in lower Manhat-
tan.

The theme of the Association’s celebration
this year, “Non-Violence in Today’s World,” is
more salient than ever. Most fittingly, it takes
place on the birthday of Mahatma Gandhi.
With more than a thousand attendees ex-
pected from all across the greater New York
metropolitan region, this year’'s Diwali celebra-
tion will be a highlight of the year for AIA and
its distinguished new President, Ms. Ranju
Batra.

Founded in 1967, the Association of Indians
in America is the oldest association of Indians
in America. The New York chapter includes
members from across the tri-state region, and
prides itself on its tradition of openness and
respect for persons of all religious faiths. Its
membership is a microcosm of the extraor-
dinary diversity of the Indian community in the
New York area, with all regions and religions
of India represented, as well as a wide range
of professions, backgrounds and occupations.
AlA’s New York chapter performs countless
acts of public service and philanthropy, reflect-
ing its motto, “Indian Heritage and American
commitment.”

Diwali is a holiday that celebrates the victory
of good over evil and awareness of one’s
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inner light, the dispelling of ignorance, and the
realization of knowledge of and insight.
Through intriguing exhibits, stirring music and
dance performances, fine cuisine, inspirational
oratory from featured speakers, and a dazzling
fireworks display over the East River, this
year'’s festival is helping to educate New York-
ers about Diwali and its celebration by adher-
ents of Hinduism, Jainism and Sikhism, and
thereby promoting awareness and apprecia-
tion of South Asian culture and its amazing
richness and diversity.

| am proud to salute my good friend Ranju
Batra on her election as President of AlA, a
recognition by her peers in the Indian-Amer-
ican community of her leadership abilities and
passion for serving others. In addition to AlA,
which she has served as Cultural Chair for
several years, Ranju Batra has demonstrated
her commitment to numerous worthwhile char-
itable organizations, including the Hindu Cen-
ter; Arya Samaj of Westchester County, New
York; and Children’s Hope. A loving wife to
her husband, Ravi, and a caring mother to
their children, she is deservedly a widely re-
spected leader of the South Asian community
in the nation’s largest metropolitan area.

Mr. Speaker, | request that my colleagues
join me in paying tribute to the Association of
Indians in America and its President, Ms.
Ranju Batra, for their extraordinary contribu-
tions to the civic life of our nation.

————

CONGRATULATING WEIRS BEACH
RESIDENT ROBERT LAWTON ON
THE 20TH YEAR OF THE WEIRS
TIMES AND TOURISTS’ GAZETTE

HON. FRANK C. GUINTA

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 6, 2011

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, on September
21, 2011 | had the privilege of nominating
Robert Lawton of Weirs Beach, New Hamp-
shire to be a recipient of the prestigious
Nackey S. Loeb School of Communications
First Amendment Award. After a lifetime of
giving to his community as an entrepreneur,
New Hampshire historian and Representative
to the General Court, Bob re-launched the
19th Century newspaper The Weirs Times and
Tourists’ Gazette in 1992. Now in its 20th
year, the newspaper started with an initial run
of only 2,000 copies distributed in the Laconia
area each week. Bob and his son David have
since grown circulation to almost 30,000 cop-
ies across the state.

At age 80, retirement is not an issue for
Bob. Opening his businesses at eight o’clock
in the morning he demonstrates the true spirit
of the Greatest Generation—its exemplary
work ethic. Bob often says, “I like to be busy,
| like to be working, | like to keep moving, |
like to be thinking of new things all the time.”

His thoughtful respect for New Hampshire
history, and interest in the community, has
successfully resurrected a Lakes Region
icon—The Weirs Times. By spreading his
opinion and stories about current events and
bringing to light our state’s historical backdrop,
all Granite Staters are in debt to him for con-
tinuing to “think of new things all the time.”

| commend the work of Mr. Lawton and for
his outstanding support of the community. |
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wish him the very best and many more years
of success ahead.

HONORING NICHOLAS
WORTH HARE ON HIS
BIRTHDAY

STALL-
100TH

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 6, 2011

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to extend
very special birthday greetings to an honored
member of the South Alabama legal commu-
nity. Next week, Nick Hare will celebrate his
100th birthday among the company of a proud
family and many loyal friends in his hometown
of Monroeville.

Born on October 11, 1911, “Mr. Nick” grad-
uated from Northwood School, Lake Placid,
New York, in 1930. He received his college
undergraduate degree with honors from Au-
burn University (Alabama Polytechnic Institute)
in 1932, and three years later earned his law
degree from the University of Alabama.

After completing his education, Nick joined
his cousin, Francis Hare, in the practice of law
in Birmingham. Soon after, World War Il inter-
vened and his country called. Nick was in-
ducted into the Army Air Corps where he hon-
orably served America, including working on
the famous Manhattan Project to produce the
atomic bomb.

After his distinguished military service, Nick
returned to Alabama and opened his law office
in Monroeville. He soon entered politics, being
elected to the Alabama legislature in 1954.
During his tenure in Montgomery, Nick served
as chair of the Judiciary Advisory Council. He
left office in 1959 assuming the role of Assist-
ant Attorney General under Alabama Attorney
General MacDonald Gallion. While on the At-
torney General’s staff, Nick worked with Gov-
ernor John Patterson to combat loan sharks
victimizing Alabamians.

In 1960, Nick turned his gaze to Mobile after
he was appointed chief legal counsel for the
Alabama State Docks under director Earl
McGowan. Later, during the Reagan adminis-
tration, he served the federal government as
an appointee to represent the United States in
legal seminars with the People’s Republic of
China.

Nick Hare has accomplished much in his
100 years. He’s been an Army Air Corpsman,
a legislator, a state official, federal appointee
and a lifelong attorney representing the best
interests of the people of Alabama.

Mr. Speaker, it is not uncommon to laud
someone you respect with the compliment
“they’re a gentleman and a scholar’. In “Mr.
Nick’s” case, he truly is both. A nationally rec-
ognized legal mind, an inventor holding eight
patents, and an active member of his commu-
nity, Nicolas Stallworth Hare is a true gen-
tleman and a scholar and a very dear friend
to many, many people.

On behalf of the people of Alabama and this
House, | am pleased to offer Nick our very
best wishes on his 100th birthday. May he
continue to have a long, happy and healthy
life for many years to come.
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