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IN CELEBRATION OF THE 100TH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE REPUB-
LIC OF CHINA (TAIWAN) MON-
DAY, OCTOBER 3, 2011

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 4, 2011

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, a very signifi-
cant milestone is upon us. The Republic of
China (Taiwan), our close friends in Asia, will
be celebrating their 100th anniversary on Oc-
tober 10th, 2011.

Many congratulations are in order for Tai-
wan and their President Ma Ying-jeou on this
special occasion. With all the turmoil in the
middle-east, Taiwan should be an inspiration
to those countries that are looking to have a
government of the people and for the people.

Taiwan is a very young democracy, only
having their first Presidential elections in 1996.
During this time, though, they have had three
peaceful transfers from one party to another.
Long gone is authoritarian rule; it has been re-
placed with a true democracy.

As a proud American and a believer in the
democratic process, it is refreshing to see Tai-
wan following in our footsteps when it comes
to governing their people.

My hope is that countries throughout the
world that are in crisis can look at Taiwan as
another example of how to structure a govern-
ment that enables both its country and people
to thrive.

Again, congratulations to The Republic of
China (Taiwan) on your 100th anniversary.

————

2011 APPRENTICE GRADUATES OF
THE ROOFERS LOCAL UNION 26

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 4, 2011

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great sincerity and respect that | offer con-
gratulations to several of Northwest Indiana’s
most talented, dedicated, and hardworking in-
dividuals. On Saturday, October 15, 2011, the
Roofers Local Union 26 will honor the grad-
uating class of 2011 at the Annual Apprentice
Graduation Banquet, which will be held at The
Patio Restaurant in Merrillville, Indiana.

At this year's banquet, the Roofers Local
Union 26 will recognize and honor the 2011
Apprentice Graduates. The individuals who
have completed their apprentice training in
2011 are: Nathan Chandler, Robert Crachy,
Justin  Greenleaf, Stephen Hahn, Jason
Hilgeman, Donald Holsclaw, Kevin Hudson,
James Johnson, Ryan Kalwa, Christopher
Magley, Henry Patterson Ill, Danny Powell,
Antonio Sanyet, Nicholas Sallay, Alfonso
Uribe, and Brian Whitaker.

Northwest Indiana has a rich history of ex-
cellence in its craftsmanship and loyalty by its
tradesmen. These graduates are outstanding
examples of each. They have mastered their
trade and have demonstrated their loyalty to
both the union and the community through
their hard work and selfless dedication.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and my other
distinguished colleagues join me in congratu-
lating these dedicated and hardworking indi-
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viduals. Along with the other men and women
of Northwest Indiana’s unions, these individ-
uals have committed themselves to making a
significant contribution to the growth and de-
velopment of the economy of the First Con-
gressional District, and | am very proud to rep-
resent them in Washington, DC.

———

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTION OF
DR. BARBARA-ANN WEINSTEIN
ED.D

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 4, 2011

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Dr. Barbara-Ann Weinstein, recipient
of the Leadership Broward Foundation’s Out-
standing Broward Leader Award. Each year
the Leadership Broward Foundation honors a
select group of individuals who have distin-
guished themselves through outstanding serv-
ice and a commitment to our community. As
President of Family Central of Broward Coun-
ty, Dr. Weinstein is the embodiment of these
values. | can think of no one more deserving
of this award than someone who has devoted
her career to promoting the welfare of children
and their families in South Florida.

Dr. Weinstein has been a strong advocate
for children through Family Central since
1985. Over the years, her guidance, support,
and dedication led Family Central to provide a
variety of educational services and family sup-
port in Broward, Palm Beach and Miami-Dade-
Counties. For nearly 40 years, this organiza-
tion has played a pivotal role in the lives of
South Florida families by strengthening the so-
cial, emotional and economic ties that family
members have to one another, as well as to
their community. Last year alone, Family Cen-
tral’s vital services reached more than 130,000
South Florida clients.

| am so pleased that Ms. Weinstein has
been selected as an honoree. Her commit-
ment to children and families has been essen-
tial to providing a strong foundation for South
Florida’s children.

————————

TAIWAN’S CENTENNIAL NATIONAL
DAY

HON. RICHARD L. HANNA

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 4, 2011

Mr. HANNA. Mr. Speaker, on Taiwan’s fast
approaching Centennial National Day this Oc-
tober 10, | salute the people in Taiwan for
their many accomplishments, including the
completion of the Economic Cooperation
Framework Agreement (ECFA) with the Peo-
ple’s Republic last year. The recent rap-
prochement between Taiwan and mainland
China have also reduced tensions across the
Taiwan Strait. The people of Taiwan no longer
fear imminent hostile actions from the main-
land and will be able to live peacefully and
even meet and interact with tourists from the
mainland.

However, the current amity between the two
sides does not eliminate the need for the
United States to continue to provide weapons
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for Taiwan’s defense under the Taiwan Rela-
tions Act. We need to expedite the sale of F—
16 C/D fighters to Taiwan to replace Taiwan’s
aging air force and maintain air power balance
power across the Taiwan Strait. Arms sales to
Taiwan can maintain stability in East Asia by
making it more difficult for the PRC to bully
Taiwan now and in the future. Besides, the
PRC still has more than one thousand mis-
siles aimed at Taiwan. It is necessary for Tai-
wan to maintain strong military self-defense
capabilities.

It is also my view that we should support
Taiwan’s participation in global affairs by help-
ing Taiwan become an observer of the Inter-
national Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO)
and other United Nations’ specialized agen-
cies. An internationally visible Taiwan is a
strong Taiwan.

Taiwan is our major trading partner and col-
laborating with us in many other areas. Our
strong economic and cultural ties to the Re-
public of China (Taiwan) go back a hundred
years. | am certain that this strong bond will
continue for another one hundred years and
more.

———

NICK GIANIKOS, AHEPAN OF THE
YEAR

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 4, 2011

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pleasure and admiration that | stand be-
fore you today to honor Nick Gianikos as he
is recognized by the American Hellenic Edu-
cational Progressive Association (AHEPA) as
Chapter, District, and National Ahepan of the
Year. AHEPA will be honoring Nick at the
AHEPA, Chapter 78 meeting on October 5,
2011, at the Hobart Lodge in Hobart, Indiana.

The Order of AHEPA was founded on July
26, 1922, in Atlanta, Georgia, joining the
NAACP and B’nai B’rith in the effort to end
racism, bigotry, and discrimination against all
immigrants. AHEPA was founded on the prin-
ciples of ancient Greece promoting civic re-
sponsibility, education, philanthropy, family,
and individual excellence through volunteerism
and community service.

Nick Gianikos, Chapter 78 President of Phi-
lanthropy, has been a tremendous leader and
a true inspiration. He has been able to touch
the lives of many individuals through his posi-
tion and has done so passionately and persist-
ently. Through these trying economic times,
the number of people in need is great. Due to
Nick’s direction and unwavering dedication, he
has been able to plan and execute several
projects with the help of other devoted Ahepan
brothers and the chapter’s Philanthropy Com-
mittee. For his outstanding commitment to
serving those in need, Nick is to be com-
mended.

Under Brother Gianikos’s leadership, Chap-
ter 78’s Philanthropy Committee has initiated
projects, team visits, and social events with
many organizations, including: the Ross Town-
ship Food Pantry and Senior and Disabled
Bus Service Support, Christian Haven House,
Meals on Wheels, Veterans for Life Changing
Services, Saint Jude House, Saints Monica
and Luke Soup Kitchen, Saint lakovos Church,
Saints Constantine and Helen Church, So-
journer Truth House, Rebuilding South Lake
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County, the Salvation Army, and the
Merrillville Boys and Girls Club. In addition,
this past year, Nick chaired the Chapter 78
Membership Committee, which focused on
finding new members who wish to participate
in AHPEA functions and commit to projects
that adhere to AHEPA’s goals.

Brother Gianikos’s commitment to AHEPA
and to serving others in the community of
Northwest Indiana is exceeded only by his de-
votion to his amazing family. He and his won-
derful wife Maureen have two beloved children
and five adoring grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, at this time, | ask that you and
my other distinguished colleagues join me in
congratulating AHEPA and Brother Nick
Gianikos as he is recognized as Ahepan of
the Year for his excellent leadership, persever-
ance, and everlasting enthusiasm shown
through his service to so many in need
throughout Northwest Indiana and across the
nation. For his outstanding contributions to In-
diana’s First Congressional District, Nick is
worthy of the highest praise.

A TRIBUTE TO ZACH WEIGEL
HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 4, 2011

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and congratulate Zach Weigel of
Elma, lowa for achieving the rank of Eagle
Scout.

The Eagle Scout rank is the highest ad-
vancement rank in scouting. Only about five
percent of Boy Scouts earn the Eagle Scout
Award. The award is a performance based
achievement whose standards have been
well-maintained over the years.

To earn the Eagle Scout rank, a Boy Scout
is obligated to pass specific tests that are or-
ganized by requirements and merit badges, as
well as completing an Eagle Project to benefit
the community. Zach’s Eagle Scout project in-
volved refinishing a historic monument in the
Elma community. In addition to this project
Zach also took it upon himself to improve the
community’s bike trail by landscaping and
erecting signage for the Old Roundhouse
Trail.

Mr. Speaker, the example set by this young
man and his supportive family demonstrates
the rewards of hard work, dedication and per-
severance. | am honored to represent Zach
and his family in the United States Congress.
| know that all of my colleagues will join me
in congratulating him on achieving an Eagle
Scout ranking and will wish him continued
success in his future education and career.

————

CELEBRATING TAIWAN’S 100 YEAR
ANNIVERSARY

HON. MAURICE D. HINCHEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 4, 2011

Mr. HINCHEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the Republic of China (Taiwan)
on its monumental 100-year anniversary cele-
brated on October 10, 2011.

Taiwan’s strong commitment to democratic
ideals has made it a beacon of democracy in
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Southeast Asia. Its people enjoy the ability to
decide their country’s future with their right to
full participation in the election of their rep-
resentatives.

The democratic success of Taiwan has co-
incided with significant economic achieve-
ments. Today, Taiwan’s economy is the sev-
enteenth largest in the world, and the United
States’ ninth largest trading partner. Addition-
ally, the nation is globally recognized as a
major innovator of information technology
products.

This is an exciting time for the Taiwanese
people, and | am honored to help them cele-
brate their 100th anniversary.

————

TRIBUTE TO NATIONAL BREAST
CANCER AWARENESS MONTH

HON. JOE BACA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 4, 2011

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to ask
Congress to recognize October as National
Breast Cancer Awareness Month (NBCAM).
Sadly, every two minutes a woman is diag-
nosed with breast cancer, making it the most
commonly diagnosed cancer in women world-
wide. | extend my prayers to the women and
families affected by this disease, and my ap-
preciation to the advocates at Susan G.
Komen working tirelessly on their behalf.

The 2.5 million breast cancer survivors living
in the United States today are a testament
both to courage, and the necessity to promote
awareness for breast cancer, following rec-
ommended screening guidelines, offering
treatment to those affected, and continuing to
fund ground-breaking research. Early detec-
tion affords women the best chance of fighting
this disease and we must understand the im-
portance of regular mammograms and fol-
lowing recommended screening guidelines.

This October, Susan G. Komen for the Cure
has launched the Promise Action campaign to
increase breast cancer screening rates. Today
Komen is the largest source of nonprofit funds
dedicated to the fight against breast cancer in
the world, but the organization started with a
sister's promise to end the disease her dying
sister was fighting. Breast cancer touches far
too many families in my community and
across the nation. We are all indebted to the
Komen affiliates fighting every minute of every
day for a world without breast cancer.

As a husband, father, grandfather, and great
grandfather, | know it is essential to do all we
can in Congress to ensure breast cancer re-
search is adequately funded. This is why |
have introduced legislation that would reau-
thorize the sale of a special-rate U.S. postage
stamp, with proceeds from the stamp funding
breast cancer research. In 2007, Senator
DIANE FEINSTEIN and | introduced legislation
that was signed into public law by the Presi-
dent which reauthorized the stamp through
this year. The Breast Cancer stamp has been
highly successful in both raising tens of mil-
lions of dollars for important research, and
raising public awareness of the ongoing need
to fight a disease that affects millions of Amer-
ican women and their families.

On behalf of my wife, Barbara, and my chil-
dren, we bestow our thoughts and prayers to
those women and their families suffering from
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breast cancer. As we recognize October as
NBCAM, we stand by all those affected by this
disease. | will continue to work to raise greater
awareness and promote new funding for re-
search into breast cancer. | am hopeful that
my colleagues, organizations like Komen, and
families across the nation can come together
to fight this disease. God bless the mothers,
sisters, and daughters battling this disease,
and their families for their love and support.

———

RECOGNIZING THE AIR COMMANDO
ASSOCIATION AND THE AIR
FORCE SPECIAL OPERATIONS
COMMUNITY FOR THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF JUNGLE JIM AND
FOR ITS CONTRIBUTIONS TO OP-
ERATIONS DESERT STORM AND
ENDURING FREEDOM

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 4, 2011

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to recognize the Air Commando Association
and the Air Force Special Operations Commu-
nity as they celebrate the 50th anniversary of
Jungle Jim, the 20th anniversary of Operation
Desert Storm, and the 10th anniversary of Op-
eration Enduring Freedom.

Fifty years ago, in response to Soviet Pre-
mier Nikita Khrushchev’s call to spread com-
munism via “wars of liberation,” the United
States Air Force founded the 4400th Combat
Crew Training Squadron (CCTS) at Hurlbert
Field, Florida. The squadron’s Airmen—hand-
picked and rigorously screened—formed the
backbone of a counter-guerrilla force that
would eventually grow into the Air Force Spe-
cial Operations Command (AFSOC). The
4400th CCTS, nicknamed “Jungle Jim,” had a
dual focus on training foreign air forces in
counter-insurgency operations, and executing
combat missions against guerrilla forces in
Vietnam and other nations fighting communist
insurgencies. Today, the Air Commandos
based at Hurlbert Field remember Jungle Jim
as the genesis of the missions they continue
to execute.

By the time Operation Desert Storm began
in August 1990, AFSOC had been formally es-
tablished. Air Commandos from AFSOC per-
formed direct action missions, combat search
and rescue, infiltration, exfiltration, air base
ground defense, air interdiction, special recon-
naissance, close air support, psychological op-
erations and helicopter air refueling. Each of
these unique capabilities contributed to the
stunning victory over Saddam Hussein’s
forces, as the coalition of nations drove the
Iraqgi military out of Kuwait. The dramatic suc-
cesses of our Air Commandos helped further
cement AFSOC'’s role as a premier special op-
erations organization.

When the United States was attacked on
September 11, 2001, special operations forces
gained a new prominence in efforts to defend
our nation. By the end of September 2001,
AFSOC had deployed forces to pave the way
for Operation Enduring Freedom, enabling the
Northern Alliance to drive out Taliban and Al
Qaeda forces who were responsible for the
heinous attacks on our homeland. To this day,
AFSOC maintains forces forward-deployed in
defense of our nation.
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