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disaster assistance to many who desperately 
need it. 

While I strongly support providing immediate 
federal support to those affected by the recent 
natural disasters, I’m dismayed and dis-
appointed that the GOP leadership would pay 
for it at the expense of the successful Ad-
vanced Technology Vehicles Manufacturing 
(ATVM) Loan Program. 

The ATVM program, created and funded 
with bipartisan support and signed into law by 
President George W. Bush, has created or 
saved 41,000 jobs from California to Michigan 
to Kentucky. The program is on-track to create 
another 35,000 to 40,000 by year’s end. 

There is no question that this program has 
and can continue to help ensure that our na-
tion has a robust domestic auto manufacturing 
industry to build the next generation of fuel ef-
ficient cars. 

Cutting funding for this program is short- 
sighted and will hurt our nation’s rise as a 
global leader in advance vehicle technology 
and strip away good-paying jobs that Ameri-
cans are so in need of. The $1.5 billion cut to 
the program will likely cost 10,000 jobs. 

House Republicans are pitting two great 
needs against each other—the need to create 
jobs and the need to support those harmed by 
natural disasters. Unfortunately, we are harm-
ing our entire nation by putting these two im-
portant goals in conflict with one another. 

It is for these reasons that I must urge my 
colleagues to vote against the GOP Fiscal 
Year 2012 Continuing Resolution. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 3, 2011 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, 
today our national debt is 
$14,790,340,328,557.15. 

On January 6, 2009, the start of the 111th 
Congress, the national debt was 
$10,638,425,746,293.80. 

This means the national debt has increased 
by $4,151,914,582,263.35 since then. This 
debt and its interest payments we are passing 
to our children and all future Americans. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE ROTARY 
CLUB OF CLEVELAND 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 3, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the 100th anniversary of the Ro-
tary Club of Cleveland, a group of business, 
professional and community leaders who pro-
vide humanitarian service, encourage high 
ethical standards in all vocations, and help 
build good will and peace in the world. 

Rotary International was founded in 1905 
and today there are more than 34,000 Rotary 
Clubs worldwide with 1.2 million members in 
over 200 countries. Each chapter is dedicated 
to supporting education and job training, pro-

viding clean water, combating hunger, improv-
ing health and sanitation, and eradicating polio 
and other childhood diseases. 

The Rotary Club of Cleveland was founded 
in 1910 and was the 18th chartered Rotary 
Club in the United States. The motto for 
Cleveland’s Rotary Club is ‘‘Service Above 
Self.’’ The Rotary Club of Cleveland has a 
number of ongoing programs and projects that 
aid communities in the Greater Cleveland area 
and abroad. 

Internationally, the Rotary Club of Cleveland 
has been involved in humanitarian projects in 
Laos, Mexico, Pakistan, Uganda, Lithuania, In-
donesia, India and Kenya. Additionally, every 
charter of Rotary International is involved in 
the PolioPlus program. PolioPlus focuses on 
global immunization in hopes of eradicating 
the world of polio. 

The Rotary Club of Cleveland is dedicated 
to serving the Greater Cleveland area and has 
a number of programs designed to improve, 
support and recognize excellence within the 
community. Cleveland’s Rotary Club has 
maintained the West 25th Street Rapid Sta-
tion, which services Cleveland’s West Market, 
for more than 35 years. For more than 40 
years the Club has been awarding area police, 
fire and EMS heroes with the Medal of Valor. 
The Cleveland Rotary Club’s largest impact 
programs are those dedicated to Greater 
Cleveland’s youth. Their program, College 
Now!, has provided scholarship support for 
hundreds of students throughout the area. 
Other successful projects include Achievement 
Centers for Children, Thesmacher High School 
Recognition Day, Project YESS, and support 
of the Old Stone Education Center. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in recognition of the Rotary Club of Cleveland 
as they celebrate 100 years of service to the 
Cleveland community. 

f 

HONORING THE 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF LEADINGAGE 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 3, 2011 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor LeadingAge as it celebrates 50 
years of advancing policies, practices and re-
search that empower people to live fully as 
they age. Founded in 1961, and formerly 
known as the American Association of Homes 
and Services (AAHSA), LeadingAge currently 
comprises a vast network of 5,600 not-for- 
profit organizations dedicated to expanding the 
world of possibilities for aging. 

LeadingAge members touch the lives of mil-
lions of individuals and families each day 
through a continuum of housing and commu-
nity based services, including adult day serv-
ices, home health, hospice, community serv-
ices, senior housing, assisted living resi-
dences, continuing care retirement commu-
nities and nursing homes. With five decades 
of experience, over 40 state partners, as well 
as businesses, research partners, consumer 
organizations, foundations and a broad inter-
national network of aging service organiza-
tions, LeadingAge’s mission and core values 
have taken on a global scope. 

Furthermore, I would like to recognize the 
outgoing chair of LeadingAge and an out-

standing leader in the field of aging and long- 
term services, Mr. Winthrop Marshall. Under 
Mr. Marshall’s leadership, LeadingAge com-
pleted the transition to its new moniker, and 
reinvigorated its mission to expand the possi-
bilities for aging. ‘‘LeadingAge’’ truly reflects 
the organization’s leadership position in aging 
and its members’ commitment to championing 
quality and dignity for America’s elders. 
Known for his decades-long advocacy for af-
fordable senior housing, Mr. Marshall is com-
mitted to combining housing with supportive 
services that help seniors remain independent 
and in their communities. From leading the as-
sociation’s fight to pass the Affordable Care 
Act and CLASS Act, to the passage of the 
landmark Section 202 Supportive Housing for 
the Elderly Act, Mr. Marshall’s tenure as Chair 
has been marked by strength, solidarity and 
success. 

Mr. Marshall has overseen LeadingAge 
member task forces on workforce, affordable 
housing, nursing home quality, home- and 
community-based services, and issues specific 
to rural members. Additionally, he spent nearly 
30 years with an invaluable organization lo-
cated in my district, Christian Church Homes 
of Northern California, which also celebrates 
its 50th anniversary this year. 

Therefore, as we recognize LeadingAge’s 
long legacy and its excellent leadership under 
Mr. Winthrop Marshall, we look forward to a 
bright future of affordable long-term services 
and support for our Nation’s older adults. As 
LeadingAge forges ahead with its five main te-
nets of aging services: quality, transitions, tal-
ent, finance, and technology, I have every 
confidence that they will fulfill their commit-
ment to ensure that all seniors have a place 
to call home. 

On behalf of California’s 9th Congressional 
District, I want to extend my congratulations 
on this important milestone. Thank you, 
LeadingAge members, for all that you do. I 
wish you continued success in providing our 
older adults with vital services and opportuni-
ties as you advance leadership in aging 
through innovation. 

f 

HONORING MARK ALLEE 

HON. JEFF DENHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, October 3, 2011 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge and honor the bravery and self-
less action demonstrated by California Con-
servation Corps trail camp supervisor Mark 
Allee. 

On the morning of June 29, 2011, Mark 
Allee, a California Conservation Corps trail 
camp supervisor, patrolled from the 
O’Shaughnessy Dam to the Wapama Falls 
Bridge along the Hetch Hetchy reservoir in 
order to assess the trail conditions after an 
unseasonal storm dumped over two inches of 
rain in 14 hours. Wapama Falls is arguably 
the most powerful waterfall in Yosemite Na-
tional Park and flows almost year-round. Dur-
ing peak flows, it has been known to inundate 
the trail bridge crossing it. 

On the day Mr. Allee arrived at the Wapama 
Falls Bridge, he saw nature’s unbridled power 
in full display. Falling over 1,000 feet, the wa-
terfall created a venturi effect which generated 
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super intense winds that swirled and buffeted 
Mr. Allee, requiring that he take shelter behind 
nearby trees. Typically, spring flows over the 
waterfall are approximately 700 cubic feet per 
second; however, Mr. Allee witnessed a much 
more furious flow that day which was approxi-
mately twice the normal amount. 

At first, Mr. Allee heard only the indistin-
guishable and powerful noise of intense winds, 
waterfall spray and heavy rain. Continuously, 
yet chaotically, huge bursts of water would 
plunge from the falls and flood the entire 
bridge deck. Because of this, the access trail 
and steps leading to the bridge were sub-
merged in a foot of water at times as it poured 
onto the boulders below. The volume was de-
scribed as the equivalent of five 4-foot diame-
ter culverts disgorging their full contents simul-
taneously. Mr. Allee, who also works as a river 
guide and is a certified Swiftwater Rescue 
Technician, knew immediately that accessing 
the bridge was hazardous and that crossing it 
was extremely dangerous. 

While radioing these conditions into park 
dispatch, Mr. Allee saw four (in actuality, there 
were five) backpackers access the bridge from 
the other side (east to west). Mr. Allee thought 
that they would recognize the severe hazard 
and stop; however, they did not and began an 
attempted crossing. Mr. Alice frantically sig-
naled to the party to not cross. He gave mul-
tiple arm signals and shouts, but because of 
the intense noise, verbal communication was 
impossible. Despite Mr. Allee’s warnings, the 
hikers continued to attempt a bridge crossing 
which set in motion the emergency. 

Shocked and horrified, Mr. Allee witnessed 
as the first two backpackers were immediately 
knocked to their knees by the force of the cur-
rent. He recognized the extreme threat, and in 
an attempt to rescue them as they would be 
swept downstream from the bridge, Mr. Allee 
jumped to position himself on a boulder just 
below the bridge in order to help anyone that 
might possibly be swept by. As Mr. Allee 
moved onto a large boulder immediately 
downstream of the bridge, the first hiker (Mr. 
Fox) was quickly pushed by the torrent under-
neath the lower rail and off of the bridge. It 
happened so rapidly that Mr. Allee didn’t even 
realize that Mr. Fox had fatally disappeared 
into the flow. While accessing the bridge’s 
upper handrail from the large downstream 
boulder, Mr. Allee saw the second backpacker 
(Mr. Meyer) get pushed underneath the lower 
rail and into the current. This time, however, 
Mr. Meyer was able to grab the lower handrail 
while his wife leaned over and held his head 
out of the swiftwater. 

Mr. Allee leapt into action from the west 
side of the bridge and instinctively wrapped 
his legs and left arm around the top rail and 
extended his right arm to help Mr. Meyer. Mr. 
Allee looked directly into the eyes of Mr. 
Meyer who was clutching to the rail for his life. 
Exposed to full fury of the torrent, Mr. Allee 
screamed to Meyer’s wife to ‘‘Get back!’’ 
While doing so, Mr. Allee reached down and 
tore Mr. Meyer’s rain poncho off in order to 
decrease the drag on his body. Only reluc-
tantly was Mr. Meyer’s wife pulled to safety by 
one of the other party members. Reaching fur-
ther into the violent flow and full force of the 
swiftwater, Mr. Allee was then able to dis-
connect the waistbuckle on Meyer’s backpack, 
which was immediately swept away by the 
current. Having freed Mr. Meyer from that ad-
ditional drag, Mr. Allee screamed to Mr. Meyer 

to ‘‘Grab the truss!’’ Most unfortunately how-
ever, an exhausted Mr. Meyer was peeled 
from the lower rail and disappeared into the 
maelstrom below the bridge. 

In shock, Mr. Allee retreated from the im-
mense threat and returned to his pack to re-
port the situation to the park dispatch. Subse-
quently, the three survivors retreated to a se-
cure location on the east end of the bridge 
and awaited rescue. 

With instinctive skill, tenacious strength and 
great courage, Mr. Allee heroically attempted 
to save the lives of others he did not know. 
The risk and threat in doing so was immense, 
yet Mr. Allee’s actions exhibited tremendous 
bravery and valor. The survivors described Mr. 
Allee’s actions as heroic. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring and 
commending Mark Allee on his quick thinking 
and risk of personal safety on June 29, 2011, 
in Yosemite National Park. 

f 

HONORING JERSEY BATTERED 
WOMEN’S SERVICES 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, October 3, 2011 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Jersey Battered Women’s 
Services, JBWS, located in Morris County, 
New Jersey, as it celebrates its 35th Anniver-
sary. 

JBWS was originally founded in 1976 by a 
small group of women who began a hotline to 
aid victims of domestic violence. The need for 
a confidential center became urgent and ap-
parent when two callers were murdered by 
their husbands. In December of 1978, JBWS 
opened its shelter doors to those in need of a 
safe house away from an abusive family mem-
ber. 

With more than 75 paid staff and 120 volun-
teers, JBWS is a full-service, private, nonprofit 
domestic violence agency with a mission to 
prevent domestic violence through the protec-
tion and empowerment of the victim, the reha-
bilitation of family members, the advocacy of 
social reform to prevent partner violence and 
the education of the public about domestic vio-
lence and its consequences. Victims of do-
mestic violence, no matter their age, race, 
gender, religious affiliation or ethnic back-
ground need solace and support at a time 
when the one they often turn to is the one 
they are running from. 

JBWS provides fully confidential services to 
victims to allow for their privacy and protec-
tion. They offer numerous programs including 
legal services, transitional living and coun-
seling. Their counseling services are not only 
for victims and their children, but also for the 
batterer. JBWS understands that while pro-
tecting victims is important, it is also important 
to educate the batterer on alternative ways to 
address their anger. 

In addition to their 24 hour hotline and safe 
house, education for the prevention of domes-
tic violence is JBWS’s overarching mission. As 
domestic abuse is a largely unreported crime, 
JBWS hopes to abolish the view that family vi-
olence is a private matter through the edu-
cation of victims, teens and community mem-
bers. 

No one should be afraid to go home. JBWS 
gives victims of domestic violence the oppor-
tunity to create a new safe place to call home. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my colleagues 
to join me in recognizing Jersey Battered 
Women’s Services, its board, dedicated staff 
and volunteers on its 35th anniversary. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 30TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF SLAVIC VILLAGE 
DEVELOPMENT 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, October 3, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the 30th anniversary of Slavic 
Village Development, SVD, an organization 
committed to ‘‘revitalizing the Broadway neigh-
borhood through rehabilitation of existing 
housing, storefronts and buildings; construc-
tion of new homes; retention of existing build-
ings and recruitment of new ones; and provi-
sion of housing services and community orga-
nizing programs to improve the quality of life.’’ 

SVD is a non-profit community development 
organization dedicated to the North and South 
Broadway neighborhoods of Cleveland, OH. 
Throughout the past 30 years, SVD has in-
vested more the $160 million into Slavic Vil-
lage, one of Cleveland’s oldest ethnic commu-
nities. 

This year’s 30th anniversary celebration, 
‘‘Digging in the Past, Growing the Future,’’ fo-
cuses on the past accomplishments that SVD 
has achieved as well as the goals of the orga-
nization’s future. Throughout the past 30 
years, SVD has developed more than 300,000 
square feet of new office and retail space, 
built or rehabilitated 1000 homes, renovated 
100 storefronts, hosted 33 Harvest Festivals, 
led 14 neighborhood summits, installed eight 
public art projects and reconstructed Broad-
way and Bessemer Avenues, among other 
projects. Some of the projects SVD looks for-
ward to in the future include building more 
new homes at the Trailside development site 
and, in Hyacinth, reconstructing Fleet Avenue 
and re-imagining Broadway Slavic Village. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in recognizing the 30th anniversary of SVD. 
SVD will continue to work on behalf of the 
residents of Cleveland’s Slavic Village, dedi-
cated to their mission; ‘‘To preserve, em-
power, and advance Slavic Village as a thriv-
ing diverse neighborhood. Essential to our 
neighborhood is its unique identity with quality 
housing anchored by excellent recreational, 
educational, cultural, religious, and institutional 
anchors supported by a vibrant retail, commer-
cial, and industrial base.’’ 

f 

HONORING THE WORLD WAR II 
VETERANS OF THE UPPER PE-
NINSULA HONOR FLIGHT 

HON. DAN BENISHEK 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, October 3, 2011 

Mr. BENISHEK. Mr. Speaker, on the morn-
ing of September 22, the inaugural flight of the 
Upper Peninsula Honor Flight departed for 
Washington, DC. On this flight were more than 
80 World War II Veterans bound for the me-
morial that was built in their honor. Sur-
rounded by the giant, granite pillars and spray-
ing fountains, there was a renewed sense of 
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