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jumped in New Zealand at age 85 and was
known for his love of dancing, even at his 90th
birthday party. Mr. Yourell is survived by his
wife, Millie, three children, five grandchildren
and six great-grandchildren.

Please join me in mourning the loss of a
model citizen and a loving family man, Harry
“Bus” Yourell. His passion and commitment to
his community and his country will continue to
inspire us all for years to come.

——

RECOGNIZING THE TOWN OF PORT
BARRE ON ITS 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR.

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 23, 2011

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to join the town of Port Barre in celebrating
their 100th anniversary. Situated off of U.S.
Highway 190 and a few miles away from Inter-
state 49, Port Barre is referred to as “The
Birthplace of Bayou Teche.”

Port Barre’s history dates back to 1820
when Charles Barre purchased a large section
of bayou land and used it for his business en-
terprises. Before the advent of railroads,
steamboats provided transportation for trav-
elers and many different types of goods. Port
Barre provided its surrounding areas with a
lifeline to these much needed resources. The
business opportunities drew people to the
area, and on June 7, 1911, Governor J. G.
Sanders officially incorporated the town.

Port Barre not only brought goods and serv-
ices into the area, but it has also historically
been a trading region. Originally the area was
used as a trading center for French colonists
and Indians. The former trading post lands are
still accessible to the community and visitors.
Presently, the Bayou Teche RV Park allows
locals and tourists to enjoy the landscape and
learn the history of the site.

The town hosts a number of festivals that
celebrate its Cajun heritage. The Lions Club
Cracklin Festival and the Volunteer Fire De-
partment’'s Pirogue and Canoe Races are two
of the attractions that bring people to Port
Barre to kick up their heels.

In addition to holding these unique cultural
celebrations, Port Barre also boasts a suc-
cessful economy. Backed by local businesses
and farmers, the area still offers job opportuni-
ties and supports financial growth. | congratu-
late the citizens of Port Barre and am proud
to be their representative in Congress.

HONORING: MARGARET GRIFFIN
HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 23, 2011

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Margaret Griffin, wife of the
late former Mayor of the City of Buffalo,
James D. Giriffin.

Mrs. Griffin was born in the early 1930s and
grew up in a large lrish family in the South
Buffalo neighborhood of the Old First Ward.

Margaret married James Giriffin in 1968 and
the couple had three children together
Maureen, Megan and Thomas.
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Margaret served as Buffalo’s first lady for 16
years from 1978-1994, and was considered
the mayor’s most trusted ally.

Margaret preferred to stay out of the public
spotlight and let her husband make the head-
lines during his time in office, but she always
remained influential in her husband’s decision
making as they worked together to enhance
the lives of the citizens of Buffalo, NY.

While her husband led the City through tu-
multuous years, Margaret was described by
her children as “the backbone” of their family
as she set as example of strength and poise
to her children as they grew up in the political
spotlight.

Margaret’s children recall how she and her
husband made a great couple, loved each
other very much, and loved to laugh and remi-
nisce with friends.

Later in her life, Margaret became “Nana
Margie” and displayed the same love for her
grandchildren as she did for the rest of her
family.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me today in remembering Margaret Griffin, a
truly remarkable wife, mother, grandmother,
friend, and servant of the City of Buffalo and
its citizens.

| wish to extend my deepest condolences to
the family of Mrs. Margaret Giriffin, to her chil-
dren Maureen and John Tomczak, Megan and
Thomas and Colleen Giriffin, to her grand-
children and surviving family and friends. Mrs.
Griffin earned the respect of many and al-
though words cannot truly express the kind
and fun-loving woman that Margie was, it is
my hope that the memories and stories of
Mrs. Griffin can serve as a lasting tribute to
her life and service to so many families
throughout our great city, Buffalo, New York.

———————

HONORING SERVICE AT
MINNETONKA HOMECOMING

HON. ERIK PAULSEN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, each fall, high
schools across America hold homecoming pa-
rades to bring their community together and
welcome back alumni. For Minnetonka High
School this annual parade also gives the com-
munity an opportunity to honor its local vet-
erans. Each year a veteran is selected to
carry the American flag while riding at the
front of the Minnetonka Homecoming Parade.

This year, Lyle Bennis, a long time resident
of Deephaven, Minnesota, and a World War Il
Navy veteran is carrying the Stars and Stripes
at the head of the ceremony in Excelsior.

Mr. Bennis was a Boatswain’s Mate 2nd
Class on the USS Card and USS McCook
while serving in the European theater during
WWII. Mr. Bennis’s destroyer group recorded
the most kills of German U-boat submarines in
the Atlantic.

After victory in Europe was cemented, he
was transferred to the Pacific and served in
the Philippines, and finally in U.S. occupied
Japan.

Lyle Bennis’s service to our nation should
never be forgotten. | thank him, and congratu-
late him for leading Minnetonka’s homecoming
parade.
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RECOGNIZING NATIONAL CHILD-
HOOD OBESITY AWARENESS
MONTH AND CHILDREN’'S HOS-
PITALS

HON. PATRICK J. TIBERI

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 23, 2011

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, there is no ques-
tion that childhood obesity is among the most
serious health problems affecting our nation’s
children. Indeed, approximately 17 percent of
children and adolescents age 2-19 years in
the United States are obese. The problem is
only growing in magnitude, as over the past
two decades, the prevalence of children who
are obese has doubled, while the number of
adolescents who are obese has tripled.

As co-chair of the Congressional Task
Force on Childhood Obesity and in recognition
of September as National Childhood Obesity
Awareness Month, it is imperative that we
begin to identify and promote solutions to the
childhood obesity epidemic. One of the key
places to look towards is the work of our chil-
dren’s hospitals.

Children’s hospitals across the country are
working to provide unique solutions for both
treating and preventing childhood obesity. In
my home district, in Columbus, Ohio, Nation-
wide Children’s Hospital has created programs
which approach the obesity epidemic from
multiple angles, partnering with other organi-
zations like the YMCA and Ohio Healthy
Weight Outcomes Coalition to help foster a
multi-lateral approach to addressing the epi-
demic.

One of these programs, the F.A.N., Fitness
and Nutrition, Club was established in 2008 as
part of Nationwide Children’s Hospital’s pedi-
atric obesity initiative to help 3rd, 4th and 5th
grade students in neighborhoods around the
hospital experience fun activities to keep them
fit and healthy through physical activity and
education.

This month we applaud programs like
F.A.N. Club and our children’s hospitals, which
in partnership with our local communities help
ensure that children across the nation receive
the tools and education necessary to prevent
childhood obesity.

——————

JOHN B. HASEMAN TRIBUTE

HON. SCOTT R. TIPTON

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 23, 2011

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Colonel John B. Haseman of the United
States Army. | received a letter from the U.S.
Defense Intelligence Agency informing me that
Col. Haseman is to be a 2011 inductee into
the Defense Attaché System, DAS, Hall of
Fame. As a member of the U.S. Country
Team, Mr. Haseman served as a military ad-
viser to the ambassador and represented the
Defense Department leadership to the ambas-
sador’s host nation.

Established in 1988, the Attaché Hall of
Fame serves to honor DAS personnel who
have long served our nation with the prowess
and distinction befitting a member of the U.S.
Military. Col. Haseman served the United
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States in Indonesia from 1982 to 1985, and
again from 1990 to 1994. He also served in
Burma from 1987-1990.

While operating in Indonesia, Col. Haseman
provided the Department of Defense with sub-
stantial information regarding numerous
human rights violations. This vital information
greatly influenced the decision making process
concerning the policy that was to be imple-
mented towards that country. Col. Haseman
also functioned to cultivate healthy relation-
ships with allied nations and to improve their
military defense capabilities.

Col. Haseman first joined the US Army in
1963 from the University of Missouri Reserve
Officer Training Corps. Throughout his career,
having made the seven Army values a part of
his daily life, Col. Haseman served our country
with dignity and honor.

Mr. Speaker, it is my sincerest pleasure to
recognize Col. John Haseman, a native of
Grand Junction, Colorado. The United States
and the State of Colorado owe him our undy-
ing gratitude for his selfless service over the
past 48 years. | thank him very much and
wish him the best of luck in all his future en-
deavors.

———

CORRESPONDENCE SUPPORTING
THE AFGHANISTAN/PAKISTAN
STUDY GROUP

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 23, 2011

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | submit cor-
respondence regarding the Afghanistan/Paki-
stan Study Group and provide the following
examples of support for this important initiative
from David Abshire, president of the Center
for the Study of the Presidency, and a moving
letter from a constituent and mother whose
children have served in the military in recent
years.

CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF THE
PRESIDENCY AND CONGRESS,
Washington, DC, June 1, 2011.
Hon. FRANK WOLF,
House of Representatives, Cannon House Office
Building, Washington, DC.

DEAR FRANK: To say that the May 2, 2011
targeted elimination of Osama bin Laden by
a team of U.S. Navy SEALs was welcome
news would be the understatement of the
21st century. The death of a terrorist icon
that had directed the murder of thousands of
American, European, and Muslim civilians
has also caused almost immediate specula-
tion as to what his demise will mean for the
international mission in Afghanistan.

Within hours of President Obama’s an-
nouncement of bin Laden’s death, pundits
and politicians from both the Right and Left
are calling for a speedier withdrawal in the
wake of the al-Qaeda leader’s demise. How-
ever, many are concerned that such a move
would risk reversing the gains that have
been made by our nearly ten-year military
effort and could cause Afghanistan to once
again remerge as a destabilizing pariah that
violates human rights and threatens inter-
national security.

As the country becomes increasingly di-
vided over the issue of our involvement in
Afghanistan, many questions have been
raised regarding our relationship with Paki-
stan. Despite spending billions in aid and se-
curity assistance, America’s approval rating
in Pakistan is a mere 17%. Furthermore the
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discovery of Osama bin Laden in a compound
located less than a mile from the Pakistan
Military Academy has dramatically ampli-
fied concerns that elements of the Pakistani
Inter-Services Intelligence service may be
maintaining links with al-Qaeda and other
violent extremist organizations. While many
understand that cutting off or reducing aid
to Pakistan would be risky, the American
public is unlikely to tolerate continued per-
ceived double-dealing on the part of the Pak-
istani security services. New creative and
independent thinking is needed to overcome
the current deadlock.

As the country struggles to find the appro-
priate way forward in Afghanistan and Paki-
stan, I am heartened by your efforts to es-
tablish a bipartisan and independent Afghan-
istan-Pakistan Study Group that will take a
comprehensive look at America’s current
and future role in the region.

I had the privilege of helping organize the
Iraq Study Group (ISO), which the proposed
Af-Pak Study Group would be modeled after,
and feel that a similar such effort would be
of great help today.

Such a group can provide an effective uni-
fying rallying point that will enable the
country to come together in support of a
comprehensive strategy that will guard our
interests in the region and foster a more sta-
ble and secure world.

With warm regards,

Sincerely yours,
DAVID ABSHIRE.

DEAR CONGRESSMAN WOLF: I have read your
proposal for the formation of an Afghani-
stan/Pakistan Study Group with deep per-
sonal interest and approbation. I applaud its
respectful, well-reasoned, bipartisan ap-
proach to rethinking the war in Afghanistan.
The following are my personal thoughts re-
garding this war. Please accept them as the
insights of an average American mother.

It has been troubling to me how distant
this war is for so many Americans. Many are
only vaguely aware of the events taking
place, other than perhaps the recent increase
in the number of casualties. Even gathering
information of what is daily happening in Af-
ghanistan hasn’t been easy. I comb the inter-
net daily searching many different online
news sources in an attempt to be informed.
Our country is at war and yet so often the
top news items contain nothing regarding it.
Often it is the local papers in towns with sol-
diers, sailors and marines serving in Afghan-
istan that contain the most news. Other
times it is the news stations with an embed-
ded reporter who will have a flurry of arti-
cles while the reporter is there but then
nothing once they return.

The War on Terror is not just impersonal
news but it is a war that strikes very close
to home. My father has a dear friend whose
son-in-law died in the Twin Towers. I have a
friend who lost a son in Iraq during the bat-
tle for Fallujah. A student of mine lost her
fiancee in the war. My children and son-in-
law have served in both Iraq and Afghanistan
and have buddies injured or killed in action.

One of my daughters is currently serving
in Afghanistan in a Combat Support Hos-
pital. She arrived in time to experience first
hand the peak number of casualties in June
and July. In a recent news interview her
Commanding Officer said they are seeing an
almost constant stream of casualties; some-
thing that none of them were prepared for,
but will remember the horrors of the rest of
their lives.

It has sometimes appeared that the efforts
in Afghanistan have trudged along, with suc-
cess measured in part by the areas in which
we have gained some measure of control
versus the price paid in human lives both ci-
vilian and military. The casualties suffered
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aren’t just numbers to me; each name, each
face, represents a family who is paying the
ultimate price, the loss of a son or daughter,
brother or sister, father or mother; a family
that will never be the same. Therefore, I
wholeheartedly support the formation of an
Afghanistan/Pakistan Study Group in the
hope that it will help to turn the tide of this
war and lessen the number of casualties as
well.

I, too, have a deep respect and confidence
in Gen. Petraus and would not want my com-
ments to be construed as being critical of the
leadership of our military. I have no formal
training in political science or history so
please accept these comments as simply the
perspective of an American mother with
children glad to serve our country.

God bless you and give you wisdom as you
serve in the leadership of our country.

Sincerely,

PS It meant so much to see my sons re-
ceive a standing ovation when introduced
during last weeks luncheon. It is these very
Lance Corporals, Corporals and Sergeants
who are almost daily listed among the cas-
ualties. My son, , remarked that listen-
ing to your speech ‘‘restored his faith in the
republic”’. Thank you again for recognizing
their service.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 23, 2011

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, | want to
state for the record that on September 22,
2011, my vote was not recorded for rollcall
vote No. 723.

| would like to state for the record that my
vote should have been recorded as “nay” on
rolicall vote No. 723, on providing for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 2401) to require anal-
yses of the cumulative and incremental im-
pacts of certain rules and actions of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency, and for other
purposes.

———
RECOGNIZING SEPTEMBER AS
CHILDHOOD OBESITY AWARE-

NESS MONTH

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 23, 2011

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of September as Childhood Obe-
sity Awareness Month. According to the Na-
tional Health and Nutrition Examination Sur-
vey, thirty-two percent of children and adoles-
cents in the U.S. are overweight. According to
this study, sixteen percent of children and
adolescents in the U.S. are obese, meaning
they have a body mass index in the ninety-fifth
percentile. In my home state of Missouri, al-
most thirty-four percent of children are obese
and overweight. Sadly, the childhood obesity
rate is growing, doubling over the last two
decades, while the obesity rate for adoles-
cents has nearly tripled over the last two dec-
ades.

These staggering increases in obesity are
leading to a number of health problems
among America’s youth. Incidents of type two
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