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and was lead instructor for the Emergency Ve-
hicle Operation Course.

In 2000, Odetto became the Tiburon Chief
of Police, a position he held for six years be-
fore his appointment as San Rafael Chief of
Police in December 2006. Chief Odetto, firmly
committed to maintaining services to San
Rafael residents in spite of economic difficul-
ties, guided the Police Department as it con-
fronted newly limited resources. He built part-
nerships with community groups, solicited sup-
port from the private sector, and made com-
munity policing a priority. He secured new
funding sources to ensure that gaps in re-
sources were covered, eventually providing for
the return of the Citizen’s Academy program,
which introduces the public to the work of the
San Rafael Police Department and its law en-
forcement officers.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you to join me in thank-
ing Chief Odetto for his contributions to Marin
County. He has set an admirable standard for
compassionate and responsive public service,
and we wish him the best in his retirement.

————

HONORING JON D. SPALDING

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 20, 2011

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to take this time to commend Jon.
D. Spalding, an outstanding citizen and busi-
ness leader from Perry, Michigan. | want to
recognize him today as he completes his serv-
ice as a national officer of the National Asso-
ciation of Professional Insurance Agents. Mr.
Spalding also served with distinction a term as
President of the association.

Mr. Spalding has distinguished himself
throughout his career as a professional insur-
ance agent and he has exhibited only the
highest standards of honesty, integrity and
professionalism, serving as the President of
the Professional Insurance Agents of Michi-
gan.

Jon D. Spalding’s tenure as president of PIA
National marks the first time in the history of
the National Association of Professional Insur-
ance Agents that a father, and then his son,
has served as President of the organization.
Jon D. Spalding was President of PIA National
in 2009—2010; his father, Robert M. Spalding,
Sr. served as President of PIA National in
1995-96.

With his years of hard work and dedication
Jon D. Spalding has earned the respect and
admiration of his many colleagues throughout
the insurance industry.

He has embodied the motto of his insurance
association, ‘“Local Agents Serving Main
Street America.” Therefore, | would like to
congratulate and commend Jon D. Spalding of
Perry, Michigan upon the successful comple-
tion of his service as a national officer and as
President of the National Association of Pro-
fessional Insurance Agents.
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NATIONAL DAY FOR THE
REPUBLIC OF CHINA ON TAIWAN

HON. LYNN A. WESTMORELAND

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 20, 2011

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, as the
Republic of China on Taiwan celebrates the
100th anniversary of their founding, | rise to
celebrate their National Day and to commend
them for 100 years of progress. As a friend
and ally of the United States, the Republic of
China on Taiwan is a model for nations
around the world: a peaceful and prosperous
democracy.

| would like to take a moment and commend
the 23 million citizens of Taiwan for their com-
mitment to peace. As a symbol of this commit-
ment, the Republic of China on Taiwan re-
cently melted down artillery shells and used
the metal to construct a “peace bell.” Given
the many struggles and hardships the people
of the Republic of China on Taiwan have
faced—and the threats they continue to face—
they deserve enormous credit for their sus-
tained desire for peace. We celebrate these
efforts to maintain good relations with other
countries, and the United States is proud to
call the Republic of China on Taiwan a partner
in peace.

In closing, | hope my colleagues will join me
in thanking President Ma, Vice President
Siew, and the people of the Republic of China
on Taiwan for their continued commitment to
peace on this anniversary of their National
Day.

INTRODUCTION OF THE FAIR AND
EQUITABLE POSTAL SERVICE ACT

HON. GWEN MOORE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 20, 2011

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to
rise with my colleague from Ohio, MARCIA
FUDGE, to introduce the “Fair and Equitable
Postal Service Act.”

We are all concerned about the fiscal crisis
facing the United States Postal Service. This
summer, the Postal Service released a list of
some 3600 post offices, branches, and sta-
tions that are under review for closure or con-
solidation. According to recent testimony by
the Government Accountability Office, as
many as 12,000 Postal Service retail facilities
may be on the chopping block in the next few
years.

While Congress gave the Postal Service au-
thority “to determine the need for post offices,
postal and training facilities and equipment,
and to provide such offices, facilities . . . as
it determines are needed,” that same charge
also requires that postal services be estab-
lished “of such character and in such loca-
tions, that postal patrons throughout the Na-
tion will . . . have ready access to essential
postal service.”

The legislation we introduce today would
give the Postal Service guidance as it works
to balance those obligations in a way that en-
sures that these closures don't fall on the
backs of the most vulnerable. It would require
the Postal Service, as it considers closures, to
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specifically examine the needs and impacts of
its closures on low-income, elderly, and other
populations that have the least means to ac-
cess alternatives because of limited transpor-
tation options and internet access.

For these populations, their local offices pro-
vide a range of services that they simply may
not have the resources or ability to access
elsewhere. The need for this bill was only rein-
forced yesterday with the release of a Census
Bureau report which found that that the pov-
erty rate increased in 2010. There were 46
million people in poverty last year. If you don’t
have enough money to pay for food and keep
the lights on, what are the chances you have
the income to pay for broadband to access
postal services online?

Further, this legislation would prevent any
closures that would have a “disproportionate,
unreasonable, or undue burden on these pop-
ulations.” The impetus for this legislation was
the proposal by the Postal Service to close 5
out of the 26 retail facilities in the Milwaukee
area. Every one of the facilities under review
are located in one portion of the city with high
rates of poverty. If approved, these closures
would effectively cut off postal services for
residents in these communities.

Too often decisions like these are driven by
only one consideration: cutting costs. This bill
sends a message to the Postal Service that it
must consider the challenges faced by these
populations when access to postal services is
reduced.

The Postal Service is a national service. It's
trusted by the American public. It offers serv-
ices that are a vital lifeline for all Americans at
all income levels, ages, and stages in life.
Congress mandated a nationwide postal serv-
ice—not a two-tier system where post offices
in high income areas are able to keep their
lights on while those in inner-city and rural
communities slowly fade away. | urge my col-
leagues to cosponsor this legislation.

———————

HONORING BECHTEL BWXT IDAHO
LEGACY AT AMWTP

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 20, 2011

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, as a represent-
ative of Idaho’s Second Congressional District
and member of the House Energy and Water
Development Subcommittee, it gives me great
pleasure to recognize Bechtel BWXT Idaho’s
exemplary eight year legacy at the Advanced
Mixed Waste Treatment Project, AMWTP.

Under BBWTI's supervision, AMWTP is the
United States Department of Energy’s most
advanced waste treatment facility, safely and
compliantly sending more radioactive waste to
the DOE Waste Isolation Pilot Plant for perma-
nent disposal than any other site in the DOE
Complex.

The excellence of BBWI and its employees
shows through numerous awards ranging from
the 2005 Department of Energy Electrical
Safety Challenge to the multiple National
Safety Awards received in 2010. Employees
have worked more than 12.4 million hours and
2,839 days without a lost-time injury and have
shipped more than 43,718 cubic meters of
transuranic, mixed low level, and low level
waste.
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BBWI is also an active and involved cor-
porate partner to ldaho. Supporting its com-
munity through contributions such as civic, cul-
tural arts, and educational organizations,
BBWI helps strengthen the fabric of commu-
nities and improve the quality of life for Ida-
hoans.

| am proud to represent AMWTP, a leading
corporation in Idaho and for other waste treat-
ment sites across the country.

——————

HONORING MR. CLAUDE DOUTHIT
FOR HIS LIFETIME DEDICATION
TO THE NORTH SHORE ROAD
SETTLEMENT

HON. HEATH SHULER

OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, September 20, 2011

Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Claude Douthit for a life dedicated
to helping others in Western North Carolina.

Mr. Claude Douthit, a native of Swain Coun-
ty in Western North Carolina, has dedicated
hard work and countless hours into the North
Shore Settlement. When the federal govern-
ment purchased 44,000 acres of North Caro-
lina mountain land and built Fontana Dam on
the Little Tennessee River to generate hydro-
electric power for the war effort, Mr. Douthit, a
Tennessee Valley Authority employee, initially
favored the building of the road.

The rising waters of Fontana Lake flooded
several small communities, forcing more than
200 families out of their homes expecting the
government to follow through on its wartime
pledge to build a road they could use to reach
abandoned home sites and family cemeteries.

Instead, the government delayed, and thirty
years later, only 6.2 miles of pavement and a
short tunnel had been built at the eastern tip
of Fontana Lake. Convinced that the road
would never be finished, Mr. Douthit began
working for an alternate solution, a cash set-
tlement for Swain County. In 2000 Mr. Douthit
and his wife Jean Douthit helped to organize
a group called Citizens for the Economic Fu-
ture of Swain County, gathering support from
a broad coalition of conservationists, parks en-
thusiasts, environmentalists, public officials,
and private organizations.

Mr. Douthit was determined to get a settle-
ment for the county and through his hard work
and that of the Citizens for the Economic Fu-
ture of Swain County, an agreement was fi-
nally reached in 2010, with the government
agreeing to pay $52 million to the county. This
settlement agreement will guarantee that
Swain County has the resources it needs to
thrive and grow for decades to come.

It is an honor to represent selfless, hard-
working citizens like Mr. Claude Douthit. His
devotion to his community is a great source of
pride to me and to Western North Carolina. |
ask my colleagues to join me today in recog-
nizing Mr. Claude Douthit for his lasting impact
on Swain County.
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 20, 2011

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker,
today our national debt is
$14,729,488,947,751.89.

On January 6, 2009, the start of the 111th
Congress, the national debt was
$10,638,425,746,293.80.

This means the national debt has increased
by $4,091,063,201,458.09 since then. This
debt and its interest payments we are passing
to our children and all future Americans.

————

TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE
RICHARD BERDNIK

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 20, 2011

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
call your attention to the achievements of an
outstanding individual, Sheriff Richard Berdnik,
who will be recognized by the Central of Pol-
ish Organizations of Passaic, Clifton and Vi-
cinity on Saturday, September 17, 2011. Sher-
iff Berdnik has been selected as the Contin-
gent’s 2011 Marshal and will lead them in the
74th Annual General Kazimierz Pulaski Memo-
rial Parade in New York City on Sunday, Octo-
ber 2, 2011.

It is only fitting that he be honored in this,
the permanent record of the greatest democ-
racy ever known. Richard has been a true
public servant, one whose commitment to ex-
cellence and integrity has helped to enhance
and protect countless lives.

Richard is the son of Bernice and Bazil
Berdnik, Polish immigrants who endured the
hardship of Stalin’s gulags. He is a graduate
of both the New Jersey State Police Academy
and the prestigious National Academy of the
FBI.

Sheriff Berdnik’s bravery and involvement in
the community make him an esteemed indi-
vidual among his colleagues as well as the
citizens he serves. He has been honored with
a number of awards; among them The Meri-
torious Service Medal he received for his
quick and efficient response in apprehending
criminals. He is also a “Life Saving” Medal re-
cipient, having saved the lives of an elderly
person and a child from a burning house.

Sheriff Berdnik is a member of several pro-
fessional associations, including the FBI Na-
tional Academy Associates, the New Jersey
Honor Legion of Decorated Officers, the Clif-
ton PBA Local 36 and the Passaic County
Chiefs of Police Association.

Sheriff Berdnik served as a Police Officer in
the City of Clifton for almost 30 years. The
knowledge and experience he has acquired
has made him not only a great officer, but an
outstanding role model to younger police offi-
cers. It is his commitment, dedication and am-
bition that helped him rise through the ranks of
the Clifton Police Dept. These same charac-
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teristics are what led to his selection as a can-
didate and his election to the office of Passaic
County Sheriff in the November of 2010.

As Sheriff, Richard has been a loyal and en-
ergetic leader, and has displayed wisdom and
courage in situations requiring strong direction.
Sheriff Berdnik demonstrated his leadership
during the floods of Hurricane Irene and Trop-
ical Storm Lee. He made Passaic County
proud when he recently testified in front of the
House Committee on Homeland Security
about the need for comprehensive legislation
to combat the threat from weapons of mass
destruction (WMD).

More than just being a valued leader in the
community and honorable public official, he is
a beloved husband and father. Richard and
his wife, Monica, have been married for over
25 years and have four children: sons, Ryan
and Kevin and daughters, Ashley and Alyssa.
Ashley is also being honored by the same or-
ganization as their Miss Polonia 2011. The
Berdnik Family has consistently displayed
some of the highest American ideals, among
which are courage, determination, and integ-
rity, and | trust he will continue that legacy.

Though the job of a United States Con-
gressman involves much that is rewarding,
few experiences compare to meeting, working
with and having the honor of recognizing the
impressive accomplishments of individuals like
Sheriff Richard Berdnik.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join our col-
leagues, the Central of Polish Organizations,
the County of Passaic, the Berdnik family,
Richard’s colleagues and friends in celebrating
the great achievements of my friend, Sheriff
Richard Berdnik; recognized tonight for his
leadership, his loyal service to the public and
his celebration of his heritage.

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JERROLD NADLER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 20, 2011

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, | was unable to
be in Washington, DC on September 12, 2011
and September 14-15, 2011. Had | been
present, | would have voted “aye” on rollcall
vote No. 699, the Investigative Assistance for
Violent Crimes Act; “aye” on rollcall vote No.
700, the Appeal Time Clarification Act of 2011;
“aye” on rollcall vote No. 701, to protect the
safety of judges by extending the authority of
the Judicial Conference to redact sensitive in-
formation contained in their financial disclo-
sure reports; “no” on rollcall vote No. 706, re-
lating to the disapproval of the President’s ex-
ercise of authority to increase the debt limit;
“no” on rollcall vote No. 707, on ordering the
previous question on the rule for H.R. 2587;
“no” on rollcall vote No. 708, the rule pro-
viding for consideration of H.R. 2587; “aye” on
rolicall vote No. 709, the United States Com-
mission on International Religious Freedom
Reform and Reauthorization Act of 2011;
“aye” on rollcall vote No. 710, the motion to
recommit H.R. 2587; “no” on rollcall vote No.
711, final passage of the Protecting Jobs from
Government Interference Act.
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