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RECOGNIZING ANTONIO M. ‘‘TONY’’ 

PÉREZ 2011 FRANK P. ZEIDLER 
PUBLIC SERVICE AWARD HON-
OREE 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 15, 2011 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to Antonio M. ‘‘Tony’’ Pérez, recipient of 
the 2011 Frank P. Zeidler Public Service 
Award. Mr. Pérez is a long-time social justice 
advocate, mentor, community leader and con-
summate professional. He currently serves as 
secretary-executive director of the Housing 
Authority of the City of Milwaukee (HACM). 
The Frank P. Zeidler Public Service Award ac-
knowledges residents whose efforts most em-
body the social justice and public service val-
ues and vision of former Mayor Zeidler, who 
died in 2006 at the age of 93. 

Mr. Pérez’ body of work has been exem-
plary. He founded the Milwaukee Community 
Service Corps (MCSC), a non-profit vocational 
training organization that continues to provide 
employment and education to young adults in 
Milwaukee. It was modelled after the 1930s 
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC). Mr. Pérez 
developed a holistic program that integrates 
education and life skills with on-the-job work 
experience for low-income 18–23-year-olds. 
During his tenure at MCSC from 1991 to 
2000, more than 900 participants found jobs 
and received more than $4.5 million in in-
come. MCSC serves an average of 100 young 
participants per year and has served approxi-
mately 2,000 young adults since its inception. 

In 1996, Mr. Pérez was one of six inspira-
tional youth role models and mentors profiled 
on PBS’, ‘‘The Merrow Report: Searching for 
Heroes’’. Mr. Pérez serves on a number of 
prestigious committees and has received nu-
merous awards including member of the Exec-
utive Committee of the AmeriCorps National 
Civilian Community Corps, past president of 
the National Association of Service and Con-
servation Corps, and has served as a consult-
ant to the Peace Corps. In 2006, HACM re-
ceived the prestigious World Leadership 
Award in London, England for developing so-
lutions to housing that are innovative to city 
leaders around the world. Also, in 2007 Mr. 
Pérez was recognized by the National Child 
Labor Committee with the Lewis Hine Award. 

At HACM, Mr. Pérez oversees an inter-
nationally-recognized agency that provides af-
fordable housing options for over 12,000 low- 
income families, elderly and disabled persons 
in the City of Milwaukee. During his tenure, 
the agency received or leveraged more than 
$265 million in development resources. Ac-
complishments while at HACM include the 
construction of the $28 million Milwaukee Job 
Corps Center in conjunction with the U.S. De-
partment of Labor. The facility opened in the 
fall 2010 and has resulted in the creation of 
over 125 administrative, teaching, health care 
and service jobs. Additionally, during his ten-
ure the City of Milwaukee obtained a five-year, 
$24 million federal Enterprise Zone grant that 
helped thousands of youth gain training and 
employment. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud Antonio M. ‘‘Tony’’ 
Pérez hails from the 4th Congressional District 
and that I can call him friend. I am honored to 
give praise to his many accomplishments and 

life time commitment to youth and the entire 
Milwaukee Community. I wish him many more 
years of success. 

f 

HONORING AUSTIN SALMON 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 15, 2011 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Austin Salmon. 
Austin is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 1376, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Austin has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Austin has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Aus-
tin became a brotherhood member of the 
Order of the Arrow and earned the rank of 
Fire Builder in the Tribe of Mic-O-Say, as well 
as maintaining a position on the Honor Roll of 
Liberty North High School in Liberty, Missouri. 
Austin has also contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. Austin built 
shelving and renovated the basement of Blue 
Ridge Trinity Lutheran Church in Raytown, 
Missouri, a small church long in need of the 
renovation. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Austin Salmon for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

PHARMACEUTICAL STEWARDSHIP 
ACT OF 2011 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 15, 2011 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of the Pharmaceutical Stewardship 
Act of 2011. 

Across the country, unused and expired 
pharmaceuticals are polluting our water ways, 
poisoning our children, and putting our public 
safety at risk. Americans should have a con-
venient and safe option when they want to rid 
their cabinets of unused drugs. The pharma-
ceutical stewardship bill I introduced today 
would ensure that these drugs are kept out of 
drinking water and out of the hands of both 
criminals and unsuspecting children. 

The need for a safe drug disposal program 
has never been greater. In a 2008 investiga-
tion, pharmaceutical contamination was found 
in 24 out of 28 metropolitan areas’ drinking 
water. Over 50 pharmaceuticals or byproducts 
were found in the Philadelphia source water-
shed alone. 

Unlike the citizens of approximately a dozen 
other countries, Americans do not have a con-
venient and consistent place to bring their 
medications. Without a drug take back pro-
gram, pharmaceuticals are frequently diverted 
to purposes for which they were not intended. 

The results can be deadly. Unguarded, un-
used pharmaceuticals can cause accidental 

poisonings, be misused, or diverted for crimi-
nal purposes. 

Every fifteen minutes, a child under four will 
overdose on drugs found at home. In 2011, 
the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) re-
ported that unintentional prescription opioid 
overdoses now kill more Americans than co-
caine and heroin combined. In Florida, the 
death rate for prescription drugs increased 84 
percent. 

Without safe disposal options, our most vul-
nerable and unsuspecting citizens are in the 
bull’s eye of a proliferating pharmaceutical 
black market. The elderly are at risk of violent 
home break-ins, scams, and death as pre-
scription drug addicts seek to steal their medi-
cations. 

Drug thieves also target ‘open house’ 
events and ask to use the bathroom in order 
to have access to the medicine cabinet. The 
problem is so rampant that realtors in Ohio 
are given medication lockboxes to store medi-
cations during open houses and the National 
Association of Realtors recommends hiding all 
prescription medications during open houses. 

Americans who want to reduce the threat to 
their health and safety posed by leftover pre-
scription medications have few options. 

Federal agencies from the Office of National 
Drug Control Policy to the Drug Enforcement 
Agency are encouraging Americans to use se-
cure medicine take-back programs to return 
drugs for environmentally sound disposal. But 
these programs are too few and far between, 
and communities are struggling to provide 
them. Because secure take-back programs 
are not widely available, the FDA currently 
recommends that the most toxic and addictive 
substances be flushed down the toilet and into 
the wastewater system. When take-back pro-
grams are not available, federal agencies are 
forced to advise that all other unwanted pills 
should be mixed with undesirable substances 
in an attempt to prevent theft and then thrown 
in the trash for delivery to the landfill. 

The current disposal methods are inad-
equate and even dangerous. A mother with 
Crohn’s disease was prescribed an opioid 
patch 100 times stronger than morphine but 
she was afraid her plumbing could not handle 
the used patch so she threw it away. Her 4- 
year old died after finding and applying the 
patch from the trash. 

Furthermore, pharmaceuticals disposed in 
the trash or down the drain reach our nation’s 
waterways and our drinking water. 

In 2002, the United States Geological Sur-
vey found that 80 percent of streams and 93 
percent of groundwater was contaminated with 
at least one pharmaceutical. In 2008, an in-
vestigation found that at least 46 million Amer-
icans are exposed to prescription drugs 
through their drinking water. Others are ex-
posed when food crops are fertilized with pol-
luted biosolids and absorb pharmaceuticals 
through the roots to the plant itself. Perhaps 
even more frightening is that the current ex-
tent of pharmaceutical pollution is unknown 
and understudied. 

Aquatic organisms and indeed whole eco-
systems can never escape this witches brew 
of pharmaceuticals. The USGS recently re-
ported the widespread sexual disruption in fish 
across the United States. Of the many com-
pounds in the pharmaceutical slurry that 
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aquatic organisms swim in, estrogens are par-
ticularly concerning. In a review of the lit-
erature, fish were found to be particularly sus-
ceptible to these endocrine disrupting chemi-
cals. Intersexed fish are found around the na-
tion and even at a wastewater treatment plant 
in the Nation’s Capital. In this District of Co-
lumbia study, female eggs were found in over 
80 percent of the small mouth bass male re-
productive organs. 

Unused and expired pharmaceuticals are a 
threat to our homes, families, communities, 
and the environment. Sporadic take back 
events are not sufficient. DEA Administrator 
Michele M. Leonhart recently stated that the 
309 tons of pills collected at two recent com-
munity-funded take-back events ‘‘represents a 
clear need for a convenient way to rid homes 
of unwanted or expired prescription drugs.’’ 

Public safety organizations and medical or-
ganizations have called for expanded drug 
takeback programs. The Blue Cross Blue 
Shield Association (BCBSA) senior vice presi-
dent and chief medical officer, Allan Korn, 
M.D., stated that ‘‘Unused prescription medi-
cines that remain in homes can be misused or 
abused if they get in the wrong hands of chil-
dren, family or friends,’’ and commended, 
‘‘providing a safe and easy way for Americans 
to drop off their unnecessary prescription 
drugs.’’ 

The bill I introduce today would help solve 
these serious environmental, public health, 
and public safety concerns by providing Amer-
icans with a convenient way to safely dispose 
of their pharmaceuticals. Producer responsi-
bility and stewardship is the backbone of this 
legislation. Simply put, producers must take 
responsibility for their product beyond the ini-
tial manufacture and sale. By establishing a 
national drug take back program financed by 
producers, this legislation will help reduce the 
supply of unused medications across the 
country and prevent the entry of pharma-
ceuticals into the water supply. 

In addition, this legislation establishes a 
commission of stakeholders to investigate 
risks, causes, and potential solutions of phar-
maceutical contaminants in the environment 
and waterways. Using this information, the 
Commission will develop a strategy that will 
prevent pharmaceutical contaminants from 
polluting our waterways and environments 
from cradle-to-grave. 

Without a safe means of disposing our phar-
maceuticals, we risk our public health, our 
public safety, and our environment. We cannot 
wait any longer for action. 

f 

REFLECTIONS ON SEPTEMBER 11 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 9, 2011 

Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, on this tenth 
anniversary of the attacks on our country on 
September 11, 2001, I simply want to pay trib-
ute to the American people, and to our coun-
try, and what it stands for: our enduring com-
mitment to the freedoms we cherish, to liberty 
and democracy, and to our system of govern-
ment and our way of life. 

The attacks on 9/11 against the World 
Trade Center in New York, the Pentagon here 

in Washington, and over the skies of Pennsyl-
vania, took nearly 3,000 lives. It was the worst 
attack against the homeland since Pearl Har-
bor, and a higher death toll was inflicted on 9/ 
11 than even on that date in 1941 ‘‘that will 
live in infamy,’’ as Franklin Roosevelt memori-
alized for the nation. 

On this 9/11, our sole responsibilities are 
the simple, sacred acts of remembrance and 
rededication: remembrance of those whose 
lives were taken, and rededication to our 
country and its future. 

Those who perished will never be forgotten; 
their names are called out every year. And if 
anything, American patriotism is stronger than 
ever. 

The 9/11 attacks were directed at our free-
doms, our way of life, and modern civilization 
itself. It was an assault against American lead-
ership in the world, against the ideals that 
have guided us since the founding of the Re-
public, and against the rule of law and any 
sense of morality. 

But the fact is that those responsible for 9/ 
11 could never—and will never—defeat the 
United States of America. No act of terrorism 
can overcome the spirit of the American peo-
ple and our pursuit of our destiny. 

Our resolve from that terrible day was clear: 
to pursue and defeat those who perpetrated 
this evil, and to make sure they can never 
again threaten the United States of America 
and those who live here. 

As we commemorate the tenth anniversary 
of 9/11, we must note that the wars in Afghan-
istan and Iraq have now lasted longer than the 
Civil War and World War II combined. We 
have suffered substantial casualties—over 
6,300 dead and 35,000 injured in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan since 2001. The financial cost of the 
two wars is over $1.2 trillion—nearly equal to 
this year’s Federal budget deficit. President 
Bush did not ask the American people for a 
tax increase to finance these wars, so we 
have not only a legacy of great human casual-
ties, but also one of immense financial debt. 

The American involvement in the war in Iraq 
is drawing to a close, and I support President 
Obama’s stated intention to remove all Amer-
ican combat forces by year’s end. 

But I also believe it past time to end our in-
volvement in Afghanistan. We should bring our 
troops home now. There is nothing more for 
our forces to achieve there. There are other 
fronts in the war on terror, such as Pakistan, 
Yemen, and Sudan, and we need to continue 
our efforts to combat violent extremists in 
those countries. But there is no overriding pur-
pose served by continuing military involvement 
in Afghanistan. Let us leave Afghanistan to its 
people, and reserve the right to strike at any 
foe arising from Afghanistan that poses a 
threat to our country and its people. 

As a nation we grieve for those whose lives 
were so brutally taken on 9/11. We honor their 
memory, and we support their families. And I 
hope that all our military forces in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan will be brought home to us very 
soon. 

HONORING SAMUEL MORRISON 
EVANS 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 15, 2011 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Samuel Morrison 
Evans. Samuel is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 87, 
and earning the most prestigious award of 
Eagle Scout. 

Samuel has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Samuel has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Sam-
uel has earned 65 merit badges and spent 
countless hours volunteering at the Cameron 
Food Pantry and with the American Legion. 
Samuel has also contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. Samuel 
planned and constructed landscaping around 
Parkview Elementary in Cameron, Missouri. 
Samuel also designed and painted murals in-
side the school gymnasium to make the room 
more appealing to the student population. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Samuel Morrison Evans for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

IN REMEMBRANCE OF MRS. HELEN 
W. SOGGS 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 15, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
remembrance of Mrs. Helen W. Soggs, a long-
time, active member of the Greater Cleveland 
community. 

Helen was born on March 4, 1921, as a first 
generation American, in Cleveland, Ohio. At 
the age of four, her family moved to Cleve-
land’s Old Brooklyn neighborhood. She at-
tended Oak Park School, Our Lady of Good 
Counsel Catholic School and James Ford 
Rhodes High School. Following her high 
school graduation, in 1939, Helen enrolled in 
typing and shorthand classes at the Dyke 
School of Commerce. 

On May 4, 1941, Helen married Kenneth 
Soggs. Because of Kenneth’s job as a con-
struction equipment operator, the young cou-
ple frequently relocated throughout the onset 
of World War II before returning to Old Brook-
lyn. During the War, in 1942, Helen became 
the first woman to be hired by Republic Steel; 
she worked as a ‘‘scale girl’’ for three years. 

Following the War, Helen and Kenneth start-
ed their family and had two sons. The Soggs 
family would eventually settle in Seven Hills, 
Ohio. Kenneth and Helen became involved in 
family-owned furniture stores, including Parma 
Home Appliance and Pleasant Valley Fur-
niture. Helen would later work for Higbee’s on 
their furniture customer service team. She re-
tired in 1986. 
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