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Today, Edison employs over 14,000 individ-

uals in Southern California alone and its utility 
subsidiary, Southern California Edison, has 
over 12,000 miles of transmission lines. Edi-
son is also currently building the Tehachapi 
Renewable Transmission Project, the largest 
wind transmission venture in the United 
States. Edison is also involved with developing 
wind energy. Edison Mission Energy, one of 
the largest developers of wind energy, has 30 
projects in operation or under construction in 
11 states. 

Edison continues looking towards the future 
and is leading an initiative to prepare the elec-
tric grid for the widespread adoption of plug- 
in electric vehicles. Finally, Edison is currently 
working to upgrade its electric system infra-
structure so that they will be prepared for the 
next 125 years. 

It is important to note the dedication of Edi-
son International to the communities it serves. 
With many families struggling in the current 
economy, Edison is working with residents 
and businesses to help them save money by 
utilizing energy efficiency techniques. In addi-
tion, in 2010, employees contributed $4.3 mil-
lion to schools and non-profits. This year, to 
celebrate its 125th anniversary, Edison em-
ployees are taking part in 125 community 
service events, including assisting City of 
Hope and other valuable organizations. 

Congratulations to Edison and its employ-
ees for 125 years of innovation, reliable serv-
ice and commitment to the community. 
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HONORING NATHAN JAY 
CHALOUPKA 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 15, 2011 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Nathan Jay 
Chaloupka. Nathan is a very special young 
man who has exemplified the finest qualities 
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac-
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 
397, and earning the most prestigious award 
of Eagle Scout. 

Nathan has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Nathan has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Na-
than has contributed to his community through 
his Eagle Scout project. Nathan designed and 
built an outdoor prayer and meditation area for 
the First United Methodist Church of Kearney. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Nathan Jay Chaloupka for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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RECOGNIZING STREET SOCCER 
USA 

HON. MIKE McINTYRE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 15, 2011 

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize Street Soccer USA, a leader in sports- 

based youth development for Americans fac-
ing homelessness. 

SSUSA builds trust through sports to help 
adults and youth overcome homelessness, 
and is a powerful tool for workforce develop-
ment, educational advancement, improved 
health, and crime and violence reduction. 

This summer, over 200 athletes from 18 
U.S. cities competed as part of the Nation’s 
premier sport-for-change event in DC June 
10–12. 

I ask my colleagues to please join me in 
congratulating this year’s participating teams. 
They are among a distinguished group of indi-
viduals dedicated to improving their lives. 

Congratulations to the men’s and women’s 
teams from Street Soccer Minneapolis, both of 
whom took home the Leonsis Trophy for first 
place. 

Thanks to the hard-working employees and 
volunteers who made the event such a huge 
success. May God bless you with many more 
successful years ahead. 

Indeed these individuals are demonstrating 
that ending homelessness and poverty is a 
team sport! 
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HONORING CHRISTOPHER NOAL 
BROWNING 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 15, 2011 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Christopher Noal 
Browning. Christopher is a very special young 
man who has exemplified the finest qualities 
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac-
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 
237, and earning the most prestigious award 
of Eagle Scout. 

Christopher has been very active with his 
troop, participating in many scout activities. 
Over the many years Christopher has been in-
volved with scouting, he has not only earned 
numerous merit badges, but also the respect 
of his family, peers, and community. Most no-
tably, Christopher has contributed to his com-
munity through his Eagle Scout project. Chris-
topher designed and constructed a divider wall 
around the restrooms at Bunceton Park in 
Bunceton, Missouri. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Christopher Noal Browning for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF DR. WIL-
LIAM ASTOR KIRK, SR., EDUCA-
TOR AND SOCIAL ACTIVIST 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 15, 2011 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Dr. William Astor 
Kirk, Sr., educator, social activist and author. 
Dr. William Astor Kirk, Sr., was the eldest of 
six children born to Alex and Exella Kirk in 
Harleton, Texas. He briefly attended Wiley 
College in Marshall, Texas before enrolling in 

Howard University in Washington, DC where 
he received both a bachelor’s and master’s 
degree, respectively. 

Dr. Kirk led a life devoted to family, faith 
and intellectual pursuits and fought to bring 
about social justice and equality for African 
Americans in public facilities and accommoda-
tions in educational institutions. Dr. Kirk and 
his wife of more than sixty years, Vivian 
Tramble married in 1946 and had two chil-
dren. The Kirk’s core values centered on faith 
and family and intellectual curiosity and social 
responsibility—beliefs Dr. Kirk graciously 
shared with family and friends. 

Upon completing his Master’s degree in 
Government from Howard University in 1974, 
Dr. Kirk and wife Vivian relocated to Austin, 
Texas where he assumed the position of pro-
fessor of Government and Economics at 
Huston-Tillotson College. Dr. Kirk, active in 
Austin civic life was an organizer in the local 
chapter of the NAACP and arranged peaceful 
protests that led to desegregation of the Aus-
tin Public Library and many other public facili-
ties. Dr. Kirk’s work against discrimination also 
focused on the University of Texas where he 
applied and was admitted to a PhD Program. 
Dr. Kirk’s refusal to study in segregated class-
es prompted a lawsuit by the Austin chapter of 
the NAACP. Subsequently, Kirk began his 
studies at the University after a United States 
Supreme Court ruling of Sweatt v. Painter, 
which ended segregation of the University’s 
school was applied to its graduate program as 
well. In 1958, W. Astor Kirk, Sr. became the 
first African American to earn and receive a 
Doctorate in Political Science from the Univer-
sity of Texas. 

Dr. Kirk was awarded a Fulbright Scholar-
ship and studied at the London School of Eco-
nomics and Political Science in London, Eng-
land. Professionally, in addition to his teaching 
post at Huston-Tillotson, Dr. Kirk was adjunct 
Associate Professor at the University of Mary-
land and had teaching assignments at Rutgers 
University, Boston University School of The-
ology and Howard University. 

Dr. Kirk also had a distinguished career as 
a federal government executive and manage-
ment consultant. In 1968, Dr. Kirk was person-
ally recruited by President Lyndon B. Johnson 
for the post of Deputy Regional Director 
(Southwest Region) of the United States Of-
fice of Economic Opportunity. He continued 
his government service under the Nixon, Ford, 
Carter and Reagan administrations. Following 
his retirement from the federal civil service, Dr. 
Kirk founded and was CEO of Organization 
Management Services Corporation, an organi-
zational development firm. 

Prior to his passing, Dr. Kirk initiated an 
anti-discrimination mass petition in an effort 
with the Church to end, in his words, ‘‘the 
mandatory negative differential treatment of 
gays, lesbians and bisexuals United Meth-
odists.’’ 

Dr. Kirk’s lifetime of contributions to edu-
cation, racial and gender equality and broad 
civil rights issues inspires all, as he was not 
afraid to tackle the biggest, most looming 
issues of his day. 

Again, I ask that my colleagues please join 
me in saluting the life and legacy of educator, 
humanitarian and social activist, Dr. William 
Astor Kirk, Sr. 
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RECOGNIZING ANTONIO M. ‘‘TONY’’ 

PÉREZ 2011 FRANK P. ZEIDLER 
PUBLIC SERVICE AWARD HON-
OREE 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 15, 2011 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to Antonio M. ‘‘Tony’’ Pérez, recipient of 
the 2011 Frank P. Zeidler Public Service 
Award. Mr. Pérez is a long-time social justice 
advocate, mentor, community leader and con-
summate professional. He currently serves as 
secretary-executive director of the Housing 
Authority of the City of Milwaukee (HACM). 
The Frank P. Zeidler Public Service Award ac-
knowledges residents whose efforts most em-
body the social justice and public service val-
ues and vision of former Mayor Zeidler, who 
died in 2006 at the age of 93. 

Mr. Pérez’ body of work has been exem-
plary. He founded the Milwaukee Community 
Service Corps (MCSC), a non-profit vocational 
training organization that continues to provide 
employment and education to young adults in 
Milwaukee. It was modelled after the 1930s 
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC). Mr. Pérez 
developed a holistic program that integrates 
education and life skills with on-the-job work 
experience for low-income 18–23-year-olds. 
During his tenure at MCSC from 1991 to 
2000, more than 900 participants found jobs 
and received more than $4.5 million in in-
come. MCSC serves an average of 100 young 
participants per year and has served approxi-
mately 2,000 young adults since its inception. 

In 1996, Mr. Pérez was one of six inspira-
tional youth role models and mentors profiled 
on PBS’, ‘‘The Merrow Report: Searching for 
Heroes’’. Mr. Pérez serves on a number of 
prestigious committees and has received nu-
merous awards including member of the Exec-
utive Committee of the AmeriCorps National 
Civilian Community Corps, past president of 
the National Association of Service and Con-
servation Corps, and has served as a consult-
ant to the Peace Corps. In 2006, HACM re-
ceived the prestigious World Leadership 
Award in London, England for developing so-
lutions to housing that are innovative to city 
leaders around the world. Also, in 2007 Mr. 
Pérez was recognized by the National Child 
Labor Committee with the Lewis Hine Award. 

At HACM, Mr. Pérez oversees an inter-
nationally-recognized agency that provides af-
fordable housing options for over 12,000 low- 
income families, elderly and disabled persons 
in the City of Milwaukee. During his tenure, 
the agency received or leveraged more than 
$265 million in development resources. Ac-
complishments while at HACM include the 
construction of the $28 million Milwaukee Job 
Corps Center in conjunction with the U.S. De-
partment of Labor. The facility opened in the 
fall 2010 and has resulted in the creation of 
over 125 administrative, teaching, health care 
and service jobs. Additionally, during his ten-
ure the City of Milwaukee obtained a five-year, 
$24 million federal Enterprise Zone grant that 
helped thousands of youth gain training and 
employment. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud Antonio M. ‘‘Tony’’ 
Pérez hails from the 4th Congressional District 
and that I can call him friend. I am honored to 
give praise to his many accomplishments and 

life time commitment to youth and the entire 
Milwaukee Community. I wish him many more 
years of success. 
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HONORING AUSTIN SALMON 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 15, 2011 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Austin Salmon. 
Austin is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 1376, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Austin has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Austin has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Aus-
tin became a brotherhood member of the 
Order of the Arrow and earned the rank of 
Fire Builder in the Tribe of Mic-O-Say, as well 
as maintaining a position on the Honor Roll of 
Liberty North High School in Liberty, Missouri. 
Austin has also contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. Austin built 
shelving and renovated the basement of Blue 
Ridge Trinity Lutheran Church in Raytown, 
Missouri, a small church long in need of the 
renovation. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Austin Salmon for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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PHARMACEUTICAL STEWARDSHIP 
ACT OF 2011 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 15, 2011 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of the Pharmaceutical Stewardship 
Act of 2011. 

Across the country, unused and expired 
pharmaceuticals are polluting our water ways, 
poisoning our children, and putting our public 
safety at risk. Americans should have a con-
venient and safe option when they want to rid 
their cabinets of unused drugs. The pharma-
ceutical stewardship bill I introduced today 
would ensure that these drugs are kept out of 
drinking water and out of the hands of both 
criminals and unsuspecting children. 

The need for a safe drug disposal program 
has never been greater. In a 2008 investiga-
tion, pharmaceutical contamination was found 
in 24 out of 28 metropolitan areas’ drinking 
water. Over 50 pharmaceuticals or byproducts 
were found in the Philadelphia source water-
shed alone. 

Unlike the citizens of approximately a dozen 
other countries, Americans do not have a con-
venient and consistent place to bring their 
medications. Without a drug take back pro-
gram, pharmaceuticals are frequently diverted 
to purposes for which they were not intended. 

The results can be deadly. Unguarded, un-
used pharmaceuticals can cause accidental 

poisonings, be misused, or diverted for crimi-
nal purposes. 

Every fifteen minutes, a child under four will 
overdose on drugs found at home. In 2011, 
the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) re-
ported that unintentional prescription opioid 
overdoses now kill more Americans than co-
caine and heroin combined. In Florida, the 
death rate for prescription drugs increased 84 
percent. 

Without safe disposal options, our most vul-
nerable and unsuspecting citizens are in the 
bull’s eye of a proliferating pharmaceutical 
black market. The elderly are at risk of violent 
home break-ins, scams, and death as pre-
scription drug addicts seek to steal their medi-
cations. 

Drug thieves also target ‘open house’ 
events and ask to use the bathroom in order 
to have access to the medicine cabinet. The 
problem is so rampant that realtors in Ohio 
are given medication lockboxes to store medi-
cations during open houses and the National 
Association of Realtors recommends hiding all 
prescription medications during open houses. 

Americans who want to reduce the threat to 
their health and safety posed by leftover pre-
scription medications have few options. 

Federal agencies from the Office of National 
Drug Control Policy to the Drug Enforcement 
Agency are encouraging Americans to use se-
cure medicine take-back programs to return 
drugs for environmentally sound disposal. But 
these programs are too few and far between, 
and communities are struggling to provide 
them. Because secure take-back programs 
are not widely available, the FDA currently 
recommends that the most toxic and addictive 
substances be flushed down the toilet and into 
the wastewater system. When take-back pro-
grams are not available, federal agencies are 
forced to advise that all other unwanted pills 
should be mixed with undesirable substances 
in an attempt to prevent theft and then thrown 
in the trash for delivery to the landfill. 

The current disposal methods are inad-
equate and even dangerous. A mother with 
Crohn’s disease was prescribed an opioid 
patch 100 times stronger than morphine but 
she was afraid her plumbing could not handle 
the used patch so she threw it away. Her 4- 
year old died after finding and applying the 
patch from the trash. 

Furthermore, pharmaceuticals disposed in 
the trash or down the drain reach our nation’s 
waterways and our drinking water. 

In 2002, the United States Geological Sur-
vey found that 80 percent of streams and 93 
percent of groundwater was contaminated with 
at least one pharmaceutical. In 2008, an in-
vestigation found that at least 46 million Amer-
icans are exposed to prescription drugs 
through their drinking water. Others are ex-
posed when food crops are fertilized with pol-
luted biosolids and absorb pharmaceuticals 
through the roots to the plant itself. Perhaps 
even more frightening is that the current ex-
tent of pharmaceutical pollution is unknown 
and understudied. 

Aquatic organisms and indeed whole eco-
systems can never escape this witches brew 
of pharmaceuticals. The USGS recently re-
ported the widespread sexual disruption in fish 
across the United States. Of the many com-
pounds in the pharmaceutical slurry that 
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