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Medal, Navy and Marine Corps Achievement 
Medal, two Combat Action Ribbons, two Presi-
dential Unit Citations, Navy Unit Commenda-
tion, three Afghanistan Campaign Medals, two 
Iraq Campaign Medals, Global War on Ter-
rorism Service Medal, and numerous other 
personal and unit decorations. 

Chief Faas is survived by his loving family, 
friends, and teammates. 

His nation owes Chief Faas an enormous 
debt of gratitude. We are honored to have had 
such an exemplary American fighting for his 
country. 

I wish to extend my condolences to Chief 
Faas’ family, friends, and teammates and 
hope they continue to find solace in his lasting 
impact on his grateful nation. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with them. 

f 

CONGRATULATING DR. NICK J. 
BRUNO 

HON. RODNEY ALEXANDER 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 8, 2011 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pride that I rise today to congratulate Dr. 
Nick J. Bruno for becoming the eighth presi-
dent of the University of Louisiana-Monroe 
(ULM). Dr. Bruno began his new position in 
November of 2010 after 30 years of distin-
guished service in Louisiana higher education. 

A Bayou State native, his career has been 
dedicated to strengthening the state’s edu-
cation system. Dr. Bruno worked in business 
affairs for the University of Louisiana system, 
holding a variety of titles, formerly served as 
vice president of business affairs at ULM at a 
critical juncture in the school’s history, and 
also assisted in several capacities at South-
eastern Louisiana University. 

In addition to a praiseworthy higher edu-
cation career, Dr. Bruno is regionally and na-
tionally recognized for his consulting expertise 
in areas relating to financial, organizational, 
and business affairs. 

Dr. Bruno’s educational background began 
at Southeastern Louisiana University where he 
earned a bachelor’s degree in accounting and 
a master’s degree in Business Administration 
from Southeastern Louisiana University. He 
later received his doctorate degree in Higher 
Education Leadership from the University of 
Mississippi. 

Dr. Bruno and wife, Linda, have three chil-
dren together: one son, Steven, and two 
daughters, Victoria and Christina. I ask my 
colleagues to join me in congratulating Dr. 
Bruno, and his family, for his new role as Uni-
versity of Louisiana-Monroe’s eighth president. 
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IN HONOR OF THE WESTSIDE VET 
CENTER’S FREEDOM CELEBRATION 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 8, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the Westside Vet Center’s Freedom 
Celebration, taking place on September 8, 
2011. 

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs’ 
Westside Vet Center, located in Parma, Ohio, 

offers a wide range of programs and services 
to veterans and their families in an effort to 
ease the transition between military and civil-
ian life. The Vet Center Program began fol-
lowing the Vietnam War when veterans were 
experiencing difficulties readjusting to civilian 
life. The goal of the Vet Center program is ‘‘to 
provide a broad range of counseling, outreach, 
and referral services to eligible veterans in 
order to help them make a satisfying post-war 
readjustment to civilian life.’’ 

In addition to providing care and counseling 
to Greater Cleveland area veterans, the 
Westside Vet Center also hosts a wide array 
of gatherings and celebrations to honor the 
service of these brave Americans. Today, the 
Westside Vet Center is hosting a Freedom 
Celebration, an event designed to celebrate 
the veteran’s role in maintaining our freedoms. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honoring the Westside Vet Center’s Free-
dom Celebration, as they commemorate the 
service of the Greater Cleveland area’s U.S. 
veterans. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BILL MATTOS 

HON. JEFF DENHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 8, 2011 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge and honor Bill Mattos on being 
awarded the ‘‘Golden Rooster Award’’ from 
the California Poultry Federation, and to thank 
him for his dedication to the agriculture com-
munity. This award is a tribute to Bill’s profes-
sional accomplishments in the poultry industry, 
as well as his dedicated service and leader-
ship. 

Bill Mattos was born and raised on a farm 
in Stanislaus County. He is an honors grad-
uate of Cal Poly State University in San Luis 
Obispo where he was named outstanding 
graduate in journalism (Betty Belle Kemp) and 
holds a Master’s Degree in Agricultural Jour-
nalism from the University of Wisconsin-Madi-
son. 

A former Stanislaus County Supervisor, he 
worked for the USDA under Secretary Earl 
Butz and served as a White House intern in 
the Nixon administration. 

Bill is the president of the California Poultry 
Federation where he manages the affairs of 
the meat poultry industry with emphasis in 
governmental relations, public affairs, public 
relations, animal welfare and marketing. He 
also works with agricultural and business 
groups to promote business and industry in 
California. He travels extensively throughout 
the West Coast and to Washington, DC to 
promote California issues. 

He hosts a cable television program, 
‘‘Westside Stories,’’ which features monthly 
interviews with elected officials, executives 
with charitable organizations and leaders 
throughout various Stanislaus County and 
Merced County communities. 

He was the founder and former president of 
Mattos Newspapers, Inc., where he operated 
a newspaper and printing company for 30 
years. 

He is past chairman of the Doctors Medical 
Center Board of Governors; President of the 
Stanislaus County Fair Board; past president 
of the Stanislaus State University Foundation 

Board, member of the dean’s advisory board 
of the School of Agriculture at the University of 
California in Davis; former president of the 
Newman Rotary and the Newman Chamber of 
Commerce; and former California chairman of 
the National Newspaper Association. 

As a member of the Stanislaus County Fair 
board for 17 years (appointed by the governor 
every four years), he has worked extensively 
on livestock and fair issues over the years. 

He lives in Newman and is the father of two 
daughters, Toni and Natalie. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in commending 
ill Mattos for his hard work in the California 
poultry industry, and congratulating him upon 
receiving the California Poultry Federation 
‘‘Golden Rooster Award.’’ 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO NANCY WILSON 

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 8, 2011 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I want to pay 
tribute to my dear friend Nancy Wilson, an 
American treasure. After nearly sixty years of 
performing, Nancy will officially retire Sep-
tember 10th in Columbus, Ohio where she 
began her career. I am deeply honored to call 
Nancy a friend and when I think of her, I am 
reminded of her sophistication, refinement, 
poise and grace. 

For years Nancy has been a trail-blazing 
artist whose work incorporated genres like 
jazz, R&B, and pop music. With a career that 
ranges from blues to Broadway musicals, she 
has proven herself to be an inspiration to 
many and has continually reinvented and re-
fined her sound. Coupled with her engaging 
and charming stage presence, she has ap-
pealed—and continues to appeal—to genera-
tions of Americans and world audiences. 

Born in Chillicothe, Ohio in 1937, Nancy 
Wilson discovered her voice while singing in 
church choirs. When she was 15, she won a 
vocal contest and consequently starred in her 
own television show, Skyline Melodies. Later, 
Nancy was a regular guest on the TV variety 
shows of Johnny Carson, Andy Williams, Flip 
Wilson, Arsenio Hall, and others. Also well 
known as an actress, she has appeared in 
such television programs as I Spy, Room 222, 
Hawaii Five–0, The Cosby Show, New York 
Undercover, and the films The Big Score and 
Meteor Man. She once commented on her 
versatility as an artist, ‘‘Each song is a little 
play, a little vignette.’’ Nancy used her voice to 
address those who deal with the joys and 
heartaches of love through such songs as 
Guess Who I Saw Today, Save Your Love For 
Me, and Like in Love. She was also the host 
of the noted NPR series Jazz Profiles. 

Her extraordinary talents and brilliant career 
earned her Grammy Awards in 1964, 2005, 
and 2007; a National Endowment for the Arts 
Jazz Masters fellowship, the Oprah Winfrey 
Legends Award, an NAACP Image Award, 
and a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame. 
Earlier this year, the Smithsonian’s National 
Museum of American History accepted two of 
her gowns into its National Collections. I was 
honored to have Nancy perform at the 1990 
Congressional Black Caucus Foundation jazz 
Concert, entitled Salute to Women in Jazz. 

Nancy Wilson has championed many 
causes, including the Martin Luther King Cen-
ter for Social Change and the National Heart 
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Association. Nancy has also co-founded the 
Nancy Wilson Foundation, which takes inner 
city children on trips to rural America. She has 
received numerous awards, like the Essence 
Award and the Paul Robeson Humanitarian 
Award. She has been awarded honorary de-
grees from the Berklee College of Music and 
Columbus Central State College. 

Music lovers will truly miss her. There will 
only be one Nancy Wilson. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ARLETTE MERRITT 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 8, 2011 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to recognize Arlette Merritt, Ex-
ecutive Director of West Contra Costa Coun-
ty’s Early Childhood Mental Health Program, 
and congratulate her as she approaches her 
well-earned retirement. 

Arlette Merritt’s outstanding career in public 
service was born out of her lifelong commit-
ment to mental health services for the very 
youngest and most vulnerable children. In fo-
cusing on treatment for children ages 0–6, 
Arlette has made a priceless contribution to 
her client families and to our community as a 
whole. 

Since becoming Executive Director 28 years 
ago, Arlette has been instrumental in keeping 
the Early Childhood Mental Health Program 
accessible to our region’s population. Under 
her leadership, the Early Childhood Mental 
Health Program has pioneered early-interven-
tion by developing infant/parent home visiting, 
preschool mental health consultation, and in-
tensive day treatment for preschool children. 
Further, this agency provides specialized par-
enting support groups and critical wrap-around 
services, in both English and Spanish. During 
her admirable career, Arlette has molded an 
outstanding team of professionals who in turn 
bring these services to 400–500 families a 
year. 

Arlette’s rare and exceptional skills have 
earned her tremendous respect and the grati-
tude of her colleagues as well as the public at 
large. She has been a tireless advocate for 
the expansion of children’s mental health serv-
ices and is nationally recognized as an expert 
in her field. 

I invite my colleagues to join me in honoring 
Arlette Merritt as a true hero in our community 
and to thank her for her dedicated service to 
the families and especially the children of 
West Contra Costa County. While I will truly 
miss our interaction on issues related to sup-
porting children’s mental health, I am pleased 
to join with her family, friends and colleagues 
in congratulating Arlette Merritt on a long and 
highly successful career and wish her a happy 
and healthy retirement. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO EUGENE 
RUTLEDGE FOR YOUR YEARS OF 
SERVICE 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 8, 2011 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I ask the House 
of Representatives to join me in congratulating 

Eugene Rutledge on his retirement from Flint 
Community Schools. 

Eugene moved to Flint from Gary, Indiana 
and was educated in the same schools to 
which he devoted his life. After attending Flint 
Junior College he graduated from Michigan 
State University with a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Elementary Education. His passion for edu-
cation can be found in his body of work as 
well his thirst for knowledge. While teaching, 
Eugene obtained a Master’s Degree in Read-
ing Instruction from Michigan State University 
and has done post graduate work at Oakland 
University. 

Mr. Rutledge has been a fixture in the Flint 
school system for over 66 years as a student, 
instructor and administrator. He began his ca-
reer as a social studies teacher, remaining in 
the classroom for twenty-four years. He left 
the classroom and took his passion for edu-
cation to a broader prospective, working as an 
administrator, focusing on curriculum and in-
struction for 19 years. While there he 
mentored new teachers and prospective ad-
ministrators and served on the Superintend-
ent’s Executive Cabinet. 

As a man of God, Eugene gathered strength 
from one of his favorite scriptures. Proverbs 
3:5 and 6: ‘‘Trust in the Lord with all thine 
heart; and lean not unto thine own under-
standing. In all thy ways acknowledge Him, 
and He shall direct thy paths.’’ Everyone in 
Flint can say thank you for taking the path he 
has taken and his continued dedication to the 
City of Flint, Flint Community Schools, and 
most importantly the children. 

Mr. Speaker I would like to congratulate Eu-
gene Rutledge on his retirement. Eugene’s 
dedication to the community and the children 
is second to none. 

f 

HONORING SANDY COVALL-ALVES 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, September 8, 2011 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, 
together with my colleague, Congressman 
MIKE THOMPSON, to recognize Sandy Covall- 
Alves who is retiring after 30 years in the 
emergency management field, the last 16 of 
which was as Emergency Manager for 
Sonoma County’s Fire & Emergency Services 
Department and the Sonoma County Oper-
ational Area. For those 30 years, she dedi-
cated herself to making sure that people in her 
charge were safe and received the resources 
they need in the wake of natural disasters. 

During her tenure in Sonoma County, Ms. 
Covall-Alves coordinated the response, recov-
ery and mitigation efforts for the 1995–1999 
and 2006 winter storms and floods, the 1996 
Cavedale fire, and the 1998 Rio Nido debris 
flow. In total, she oversaw the implementation 
of 14 local emergency proclamations, 12 
Emergency Operations Center activations, 8 
gubernatorial proclamations and 6 events that 
were designated by the President as national 
disasters. Our offices appreciated working with 
her, knowing that she knew how to pull all her 
connections together for a coordinated re-
sponse. 

Ms. Covall-Alves was also the guiding force 
in establishing, implementing and coordinating 

emergency programs for the county, its cities 
and special districts. Her commitment to im-
proving emergency management did not stop 
at the county line. She is a founding member 
and current Chair of the California Operational 
Area Coalition (COAC), a forum for informa-
tion exchange and advocacy on emergency 
management issues. The COAC’s mission is 
to enhance closer cooperation and collabora-
tion with members of the organization and with 
the State Emergency Management Agency. 

Ms. Covall-Alves began her career in emer-
gency management as a 9–1–1 dispatcher for 
the Tuolumne County Sheriffs Department. 
After developing disaster recovery plans for 
private businesses, she returned to public 
service with the San Mateo County OES and 
from there was deployed to the 1994 
Northridge earthquake in Southern California 
as part of the state’s mutual aid program. She 
joined Sonoma County OES in 1995 and 
quickly became an integral part of the county’s 
response and recovery team. 

Mr. Speaker, Sandy Covall-Alves has had a 
long and distinguished career in serving and 
protecting the people of the State of California. 
We wish her well in her retirement as she en-
joys time with her husband, Ron Alves, and 
their three special pets, Beelsey, Mowese and 
Wilson. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ARIANNA 
MCQUILLEN, RECIPIENT OF A 
BUICK AND GENERAL MOTORS 
FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, September 8, 2011 

Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to congratulate Arianna McQuillen, of Fair-
fax Station, on her selection as a Buick and 
General Motors Foundation Scholarship Re-
cipient. She has been identified as one of 100 
outstanding students from across the United 
States to receive up to $25,000 in a renew-
able scholarship. She plans to attend Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology and specialize 
in robotics. 

Arianna is very involved in our community, 
working on projects such as cleaning the 
Occoquan watershed, planting trees, preparing 
care packages for soldiers abroad and tutoring 
young students. 

Her academic record is proof that she is a 
high-achieving student. She studied at Lake 
Braddock Secondary School, where her inter-
ests varied from math and science to art and 
the environment. She has won many awards 
in areas ranging from debate to art. She is a 
National Merit Scholar, a 2010 Beat the Odds 
Scholarship Recipient, an Advanced Place-
ment Scholar, and a National Achievement 
Semi-Finalist. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Arianna McQuillen’s remarkable 
achievements and wishing her continued suc-
cess as she pursues her degree at MIT. 
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