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HONORING FIRST UNITED METH-

ODIST CHURCH OF PALESTINE, 
TEXAS 175TH CELEBRATION 

HON. JEB HENSARLING 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 7, 2011 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, I wish to 
recognize the Demisemiseptcentennial Cele-
bration of the First United Methodist Church in 
Palestine, Texas. 

On September 11, 2011, the First United 
Methodist Church of Palestine will celebrate 
175 years of Methodism in Palestine and An-
derson County, Texas as well as the 100th 
anniversary of its sanctuary and worship facili-
ties. For 175 years evangelism, missionary 
service, youth development, Sunday school, 
Bible study, fellowship, and worship have 
been continually celebrated by the congrega-
tion from Fort Houston, through the Box home, 
Bascom Chapel, Centenary Church and now 
the First United Methodist Church. 

As Thomas Jefferson said, ‘‘It is in our lives 
and not our words that our religion must be 
read,’’ it is an honor to represent the parish-
ioners of the First United Methodist Church of 
Palestine, Texas whose lives exude service 
and faith. 

f 

HONORING BRUCE FIEDLER 

HON. JERRY McNERNEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 7, 2011 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing 
the distinguished career of Mr. Bruce Fiedler, 
who, after 26 years, is retiring as the adminis-
trator for the non-profit Pleasanton Gardens 
senior housing facility. 

Pleasanton Gardens, started in 1967, devel-
oped from the collaboration of four local 
churches—St. Augustine’s Catholic Church, 
Lynnewood Methodist, First Baptist and 
Centerpointe Church. Mr. Fiedler joined 
Pleasanton Gardens in 1985 and he worked 
tirelessly for over two decades to create a 
home for our seniors while still finding time to 
serve the community. 

Bruce Fiedler dedicated himself to making 
Pleasanton Gardens a caring home and family 
for its residents. He enlisted the support of 
local Rotary Club members to host events 
such as the annual Valentine’s Day themed 
‘‘Sweetheart Dinner.’’ This year marked the 
16th annual ‘‘Sweetheart Dinner,’’ which doz-
ens of seniors attended. 

Mr. Fiedler also took part in many commu-
nity initiatives. He served on the Housing 
Commission and the Human Services Com-
mission for the City of Pleasanton. He partici-
pated in the task force that led the planning, 
financing and development of the Pleasanton 
Senior Center. He volunteered on the Wheels 
Senior and Disabled Passengers Advisory 
Committee, which designated bus routes and 
passenger shelters in Pleasanton, as well as 
the Alameda County Senior Needs Com-
mittee, which allocated funds for Dial-a-Ride 
and other senior services. 

In 1992, Mr. Fiedler participated in a grass-
roots effort to make restaurants in the Tr-Val-

ley area smoke-free. During Mr. Fielder’s lead-
ership, Pleasanton Gardens also became a 
smoke-free facility. Since that time, he has 
spoken at seminars, both locally and nation-
ally, on the dangers of secondhand smoke 
and how to make multiple housing units 
smoke-free. 

Bruce Fiedler is a valued and respected 
member of our community who improved the 
lives of many. I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Bruce Fiedler for his exceptional 
service to our seniors and our community. 

f 

SAN JACINTO MONUMENT: EVERY-
THING IS BIGGER AND BETTER 
IN TEXAS 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 7, 2011 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, everything 
I know and love and about the State of Texas, 
including what we stand for, is due in part to 
General Sam Houston. We’ve celebrated his 
victory over Dictator Santa Anna at the Battle 
of San Jacinto for 175 years, and through the 
San Jacinto Monument, we celebrate his leg-
acy as well. 

We get our Texas pride from Sam Houston. 
Houston refused to be overrun by a dictator 
and fought for freedom and independence 
even when he was outnumbered 2 to 1. Hous-
ton’s army was an odd, terrifying-looking 
bunch. They were all volunteers. Instead of 
regular uniforms, they were dressed in buck-
skins, with pistols in their belts, bowie knives, 
long muskets, and tomahawks. They came 
from numerous States and Mexico. The 
Tejanos were hungry for independence. So as 
not to confuse these Tejanos with Santa 
Anna’s army, General Sam had Capitan Juan 
Sequin put a playing card in the head band of 
each Tejano so they could easily be recog-
nized. The combat lasted but 18 minutes on 
April 21, 1836, but the legacy is timeless: 
Texas became a free, independent nation that 
day. 

Houston and the Tejanos’ legacy lives on 
through an obelisk soaring into the sky and 
crowned with a 34-foot star, the lone star of 
Texas. Built in 1936, one hundred years after 
the battle ended, the San Jacinto Monument 
looks like the Washington Monument, but of 
course, it’s taller—15 feet to be exact. Just 
like the Texas State Capitol is bigger than the 
Capitol of the United States. As a child, I 
stood before the Monument, amazed at its 
size—a staggering 570 feet. It really felt like 
everything was bigger in Texas. 

165 men built the Monument. The crew 
completed 6 feet of wall every day—an amaz-
ing feat when you consider the weight and 
height of the monument. Each stone weighed 
500 pounds. (I’m sure the Ford Tough F–150 
would have come in handy back then.) Weigh-
ing in at70,300,000 pounds, the Monument is 
fittingly Texas big. Thanks to the crew’s hard 
labor, the San Jacinto Monument is now rec-
ognized as a National Historic Civil Engineer-
ing Landmark. 

This year, as we celebrate the 175th anni-
versary of Texas Independence, head east to 
those famous marshy banks of the San 
Jacinto to see the Monument and witness the 
telling story at the San Jacinto Day Festival 

and BattleReenactment. We remember our 
past, knowing we were a nation once; and we 
have to smile knowing that sometimes we still 
act like an independent country. The Texas 
that we know and love would not exist had 
General Sam Houston and his men been de-
feated in 1836. They came from most of the 
States in the Union and many foreign coun-
tries—and they were all volunteers. Always re-
member Houston’s Boys. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

RECOGNIZING NOTRE DAME OF 
MARYLAND UNIVERSITY FOR ITS 
NEW DESIGNATION AS A UNI-
VERSITY 

HON. JOHN P. SARBANES 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 7, 2011 

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Notre Dame of Maryland Uni-
versity on their new designation as a univer-
sity. 

Notre Dame has been a leader in educating 
women leaders since its founding on Sep-
tember 9, 1895. Founded by the School Sis-
ters of Notre Dame, this University was the 
first Catholic college for women to offer a four- 
year baccalaureate degree. Over the past 116 
years, the University has grown to offer both 
men and women undergraduate, graduate, 
and professional degrees. The University has 
also recently established schools for Arts and 
Sciences, Education, Nursing and Pharmacy, 
recognizing the growing need for these profes-
sions in the region and across the country. 
This successful institution not only values edu-
cation, but also embraces the call for global 
outreach which was so valued by the founders 
and is captured in their motto, Veritatem 
Prosequimur, We Pursue Truth. 

Education is critical not only to the success 
of Maryland, but to this great country. I am 
proud that Maryland is home to an educational 
institution such as Notre Dame of Maryland 
University and I know that this school will con-
tinue to prepare students to be critical thinkers 
and leaders of tomorrow. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to once again con-
gratulate Notre Dame of Maryland University 
for its educational excellence and wish its con-
tinued success for the next 116 years. 

f 

IN HONOR OF DR. GLENNAH 
TROCHET 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 7, 2011 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Dr. Glennah Trochet, who has been 
a tireless advocate of quality health care for 
more than 30 years. As she retires from her 
position as Sacramento County’s Public 
Health Officer, I ask all of my colleagues to 
join me in thanking Dr. Trochet for her never- 
ending service to the Sacramento community. 

For the last 12 years, Dr. Trochet has 
served as the Public Health Officer for Sac-
ramento County. She has been instrumental in 
implementing and overseeing numerous key 
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public health programs, such as the indigent 
program, an innovative free drug program that 
saved the county more than $4 million a year, 
as well as the county’s diabetes education 
program. The diabetes education program has 
been so successful, that the county is looking 
to expanding its services to those with asth-
ma, coronary artery disease and hypertension. 

I have had the pleasure of working with Dr. 
Trochet on a number of issues over the years, 
ranging from investing in the public health 
workforce to encouraging families to partici-
pate in the National Children’s Study. Dr. 
Trochet’s service with the Sacramento County 
Department of Health and Human Services 
and her tireless work ethic has not gone unno-
ticed. In 2009, she was named one of six 
‘‘Women Who Mean Business’’ by the Sac-
ramento Business Journal, which celebrates 
the achievements of outstanding women with 
impactful careers within the Sacramento re-
gion. Dr. Trochet has also served on a num-
ber of advisory boards, such as Board of Di-
rector for Center for AIDS Research, Educates 
and Services, CARES, as well as the Sac-
ramento County’s Community Advisory Board, 
CAB, for the National Children’s Study. 

Dr. Trochet began her career completing 
residency at Baylor College of Medicine in 
Houston, and moving to Sacramento to begin 
a private practice with the Sutter Medical 
Group and Family Physicians of Sacramento. 
In 1989, she left this practice to pursue a ca-
reer with the Sacramento County Department 
of Health and Human Services as the Physi-
cian Lead of Mercy Clinic Loaves and Fishes. 
Four years later, she accepted the position of 
Medical Director for the County, where she 
managed all of the County’s health care clin-
ics. These clinics are crucial to our commu-
nity, as they are the primary source of care for 
thousands of Sacramento families. During that 
same period, she also served as the Sexually 
Transmitted Disease, STD, Controller for Sac-
ramento County. 

Mr. Speaker, as Dr. Trochet, her husband, 
John, daughters Rene and Holly, friends and 
colleagues gather to celebrate her retirement 
as Sacramento County Public Health Officer, I 
ask you to join me in saluting this remarkable 
woman for her many years of service to the 
Sacramento community. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO REVEREND DR. 
GEORGE F. REGAS 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 7, 2011 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Reverend Dr. George F. Regas of 
Pasadena, California. On September 11, 
2011, Rev. Regas will be the first recipient of 
the George F. Regas Courageous Peace-
maker Award, an award created by the Inter-
faith Communities United for Justice and 
Peace to acknowledge his tireless efforts for 
justice and peace. 

For nearly three decades, during his tenure 
as the Rector of All Saints Episcopal Church 
in Pasadena, Rev. Regas continually worked 
towards peace by speaking out against war 
and advocating nonviolent solutions to the 
world’s problems. He established many orga-
nizations toward that end, including an Inter-

faith Center to Reverse the Nuclear Arms 
Race with Rabbi Leonard Beerman of Leo 
Baeck Temple calling for religious institutions 
to oppose the global arms race. In addition, in 
collaboration with Professor John Cobb of 
Claremont Graduate University, he founded 
Progressive Christians Uniting that works for 
opportunity and economic justice for all, estab-
lished the interfaith group called Interfaith 
Communities United for Justice and Peace 
and a South African Center to expose the 
atrocities of apartheid with Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu. Community-focused organiza-
tions include Union Station in Pasadena (now 
Union Station Homeless Services), a service 
center for homeless citizens, and the All 
Saints AIDS Service Center (now AIDS Serv-
ice Center), the largest AIDS service program 
in the San Gabriel Valley. 

Rev. Regas has served on the Boards of 
Trustees of both Claremont Graduate Univer-
sity and the Church Divinity School of the Pa-
cific, and the Board of Directors of the Coali-
tion For Zero Violence. In addition, he served 
as Chair of the Abrahamic Faiths Peace-
making Initiative, a group of Jewish, Muslim 
and Christian leaders, and Chair of the Na-
tional Coalition for the Ordination of Women 
as Priests and Bishops in the Episcopal 
Church. Currently, he is on the Board of Direc-
tors for the Desmond Tutu Peace Foundation 
and is the Executive Director of The Regas In-
stitute, an organization he founded that advo-
cates for a progressive religion that addresses 
the issues of war, justice, and equality. 

Rev. Dr. Regas has received many pres-
tigious awards during his lifetime. Some of the 
honors include the 2008 Distinguished Peace 
Leadership Award from the Nuclear Age 
Peace Foundation, Harvard-Radcliffe Club’s 
John Harvard Distinguished Service Award, 
the Justice Award from The Islamic Center of 
Southern California, and the Humanitarian 
Award from B’nai B’rith International. 

I ask all Members to join me in congratu-
lating Reverend Dr. George F. Regas, a para-
mount voice for peace and justice in the 
United States, upon being named the inau-
gural recipient of the George F. Regas Coura-
geous Peacemaker Award. 

f 

HONORING FIRST METHODIST 
CHURCH OF BROWNSBORO, 
TEXAS 100TH CELEBRATION 

HON. JEB HENSARLING 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 7, 2011 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, I wish to 
recognize the Centennial Celebration of the 
First Methodist Church in Brownsboro, Texas. 

On September 25, 2011, the First Methodist 
Church of Brownsboro will celebrate 100 years 
of Methodism in Brownsboro and Henderson 
County, Texas. For 100 years evangelism, 
missionary service, youth development, Sun-
day school, Bible study, fellowship, and wor-
ship have been continually celebrated by the 
congregation. 

As Thomas Jefferson said, ‘‘It is in our lives 
and not our words that our religion must be 
read,’’ it is an honor to represent the parish-
ioners of the First Methodist Church of 
Brownsboro, Texas whose lives exude service 
and faith. 

WIDELL OBITUARY 

HON. DENNIS A. CARDOZA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 7, 2011 

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
sadness that I rise today to honor my friend, 
the late David L. Widell. 

David L. Widell was a passionate supporter 
of political solutions to a host of California’s 
Conservation issues. Unfortunately, one of our 
greatest wetlands advocates passed away far 
too early. Dave, General Manager and Direc-
tor of Governmental Affairs of Grassland 
Water District, was without equal in his pas-
sion about Central Valley wetlands’ water 
issues. 

Dave was a native son to California, born in 
Watsonville and raised in Los Banos. Dave 
grew up hunting and fishing from the Valley 
floor to the Sierras. He would often recount 
getting the special excuse slips from Los 
Banos High School on traditional Wednesday 
duck hunts. 

Dave was no stranger to local politics and 
issues having graduated from Los Banos High 
School in 1985 and Modest Junior College in 
1987, before attaining a BA degree in political 
history from UC Davis in 1990. He was a 
former field representative to Assemblyman 
Rusty Areias; City of Los Banos Planning 
Commissioner; and Director on the Merced 
County Farm Bureau Board. In 1992, following 
service in the United States Air Force, he 
joined the Grassland Water District as Assist-
ant General Manager. 

Dave was a strong supporter of the Grass-
lands Ecological Complex and pushed for fair 
landscape planning. He fought several large 
urban developments that would have divided 
the Grasslands and caused fragmentation of 
wetland habitats. 

Dave spent the majority of his life devoted 
to conservation organizations. In 1998, he left 
the District to spread his wings at California 
Waterfowl Association where he served as 
Chief Deputy Director of Governmental Affairs. 
After leaving CWA, Dave moved on to serve 
as Deputy Director of State Parks in charge of 
ORVs and then Assistant Secretary at the 
California Resources Agency under both Davis 
and Schwarzenegger administrations. He 
joined Ducks Unlimited as Director of Con-
servation Policy for the Pacific Flyway, before 
returning to the District in 2007 as General 
Manager. 

Dave fought for legal water rights of the 
Grasslands and Central Valley wetlands. He 
co-authored an important chapter for the Cen-
tral Valley Joint Venture on water for wetlands 
and wildlife-friendly agriculture. It is with some 
joy that he knew he had helped reach full sup-
ply of wetland water for the first time in over 
20 years. Dave was as comfortable in the 
Halls of Congress as he was in an old duck 
shack. 

Sharing his knowledge of wing shooting or 
fly fishing with youth or novices was one of 
Dave’s pleasures. He was most proud of the 
skills his son Ty developed in the outdoors 
and the intellectual challenges he has 
achieved by matriculating to Purdue Univer-
sity. 

The unique combination of knowledge, polit-
ical resolve, and dedication the Dave brought 
to the District will remain unmatched. Dave’s 
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