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BUDGET CONTROL ACT OF 2011

SPEECH OF

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, August 1, 2011

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, if this had
been a clean vote to raise the debt ceiling, |
would have supported it—as | have in the
past, and as our nation has done 78 times
since 1960.

But this was far from a clean vote. The cuts
were too large, there were no revenues, no
plan for job creation, and thus it was an unbal-
anced approach to the deficit problem.

Although cuts to Medicare and Medicaid
were averted in the first round of cuts, the ‘se-
questration trigger’ included cuts to Medicare
providers which would hurt my district, and ul-
timately Medicare recipients as well.

What’'s more, making such large budget
cuts now, in the midst of a struggling recovery
would lead to a further loss of jobs—at a time
when there are already five Americans out of
work for every one job opening. This deal
makes things worse; it would slow economic
growth.

The process by which this deal was reached
was no less ugly. This issue was taken hos-
tage by the most extreme parts of the Repub-
lican Party, who put forward non-negotiable
demands, which is not how democracy works.

By refusing to even consider closing tax
loopholes and ending special-interest sub-
sidies, the Republicans made clear who
should pay for their extreme agenda: those
who can least afford it.

| will not be a party to a plan which is likely
to hurt the interests of my district, my city and
my country as it struggles to emerge from the
worst economic crisis since the Depression.

HONORING THOMAS SHERIDAN
HON. JOHN B. LARSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 5, 2011

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in memory of my life-long friend, Mr.
Thomas Sheridan.

Tom Sheridan and | grew up together in our
hometown of East Hartford, Connecticut. We
attended Saint Rose’s School where we were
taught by the Sisters of Notre Dame and were
teammates playing football for Pappy’s Black
Knights; | was the quarterback, he was the
center.

After graduation Tom went on to serve with
distinction during the Vietnam War earning
several medals including the Bronze Star,
Army Commendation Medal, Good Conduct
Medal, and a Presidential Unit Citation.

At the close of his military service Tom
came home to Connecticut to be with his
beautiful wife, Nancy, and raise their two sons
who were the greatest joys of his life, Kevin
and Brett,

Tom became a successful attorney and later
served the Connecticut General Assembly as
the Clerk of the House. It was one of the
greatest moments in my career when | had
the honor to appoint him Senate Clerk, where
he served until his final days with distinction,
integrity, and fairness.
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Tom will be dearly missed and it is my
honor to remember my friend today before this
esteemed body.

———

OFFERING CONDOLENCES TO THE
PEOPLE OF NORWAY

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 5, 2011

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
extend my deep condolences to the people of
Norway with respect to the recent tragedy
which took the lives of innocent citizens, many
of them children.

Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg has wisely
observed that the people of Norway are “un-
used to violence in your quiet country of 4.8
million” and that they “must struggle with how
to improve security without jeopardizing the
freedom and openness of your society.” |
commend his courage and encourage the
people of Norway to embrace his wisdom.

While the horror of what has happened can
carve a dark hole in the hearts of the people
of Norway, each person has the power and
the strength to heal those who have lost their
loved ones through their individual commit-
ment to remain open to each other. Each cit-
izen can choose not to let those who would di-
vide their nation sow their seeds of doubt,
hate and division.

As we mourn the loss we ask the people of
Norway to remember that their country has
many admirers. On several occasions during
the last decade the nation of Norway has
been recognized as the best country in which
to live. This compassionate country built a
public health care system that cares for all of
its citizens. Their nation created an education
system that sets their literacy rate at almost
100 percent. Their understanding of the impor-
tance of family provides parental benefits and
paternity leave for the first full year in the life
of a newborn child.

As the citizen’s of Norway already dem-
onstrate in their daily interactions with each
other and in their willingness to build a society
that truly cares for the well being of all of its
citizens; openness, compassion and the ability
to reach across cultural and ethnic lines is es-
sential to build peace and strengthen nations.

The nation of Norway is a noble one. We
know its citizens will stand together through
this dark hour. We want them to know that we
are standing with them.

—————

SUPPORT OF H.J. RES. 66: APPROV-
ING THE RENEWAL OF IMPORT
RESTRICTIONS CONTAINED IN
THE BURMESE FREEDOM AND
DEMOCRACY ACT OF 2003

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 5, 2011

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
strong support of H.J. Res. 66, approving the
renewal of import restrictions contained in the
“Burmese Freedom and Democracy Act of
2003.”

| support this resolution because it is con-
sistent with our humanitarian and democratic
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values against forced labor. As Americans, we
must not only sustain these values in our
country but we must act globally and deter
other countries from tolerating or employing
practices that have no place in a civilized soci-
ety such as forcing innocent men, women, and
children to work under harsh and slave-like
labor conditions. For this reason, it is critical
that we renew the import restrictions contained
in the “Burmese Freedom and Democracy Act
of 2003.”

Mr. Speaker, it is helpful to recount briefly
why import restrictions were placed by the
United States on Burma and why it is impor-
tant to renew them.

In 1990, Burma’s State Peace and Develop-
ment Council, SPDC, known then as the State
Law and Order Restoration Council, held
multiparty elections. The overwhelming num-
ber of parliamentary seats (82 percent) was
won by the National League for Democracy
party, led by Nobel Prize for Peace Laureate
Aung San Suu Kyi. However, the military re-
gime refused to honor the election results,
however, and arrested and imprisoned both
democracy activists and elected members of
parliament, including Aung San Suu Kyi.

Multiparty general elections were next held
in Burma on Nov. 7, 2010 as part of the
“roadmap to democracy” proposed by the rul-
ing military regime. The National League re-
fused to participate over concerns that the
electoral process was fraudulent, concerns
that were confirmed by the United Nations and
most Western countries, which noted wide-
spread fraud, voter intimidation and cheating
throughout the country.

Since then, the Burmese regime has contin-
ued its campaign of suppression and persecu-
tion against political opponents, dissidents and
other minority populations. This shameful con-
duct has resulted in the internal displacement
of more than 600,000 people and forced more
than 130,000 persons to live in refugee camps
along the Thai-Burma border. Additionally,
during this time the SPDC regime has been
protecting drug traffickers and forcing resi-
dents into slave labor.

In response to these atrocities, Congress
enacted the Burmese Freedom and Democ-
racy Act in 2003, which it reauthorized in
2009. The law imposed import restrictions;
froze any assets held by the regime in the
United States; and expressed U.S. opposition
for international lending to the SPDC. The law
also prohibited the issuance of U.S. entry
visas to members of the SPDC and con-
demned the regime’s campaign against its
people and expressed support for opposition
groups.

These restrictions are to remain in place
until the State Department certifies that the re-
gime no longer systematically violates the
human rights of the Burmese people; no
longer uses slave and child labor; and halts
the conscription of child soldiers. The law also
requires as a precondition to lifting the restric-
tions that the regime make demonstrable
progress in releasing political prisoners, per-
mitting free speech, permitting the peaceful
exercise of religion, and holding free and fair
elections.

Sadly, Mr. Speaker, the regime in Burma
has not made the necessary progress to jus-
tify lifting the restriction. According to a recent
report of Human Rights Watch, the highly re-
spected NGO, tens of thousands of villagers
have been displaced and fled to the Thai-
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Burma and China-Burma borders and there
are many credible reports of cases of sexual
violence against women and girls by Burma
army troops. These reports are in line with ex-
tensive documentation of sexual violence per-
petrated by Burmese military personnel over
many years.

The Office of the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Refugees recently listed Burma
as the fifth largest source country of refugees
in 2010, with 415,700 refugees.

In view of its atrocious record it would send
the wrong signal to the Burmese regime, the
international community, and, most important,
dissidents working to bring real democratic
change to their country.

For these reasons, | strongly support the
continued imposition of sanctions on the Bur-
mese regime. | urge my colleagues to join me
in voting for H.J. Res. 66.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE COUNCIL
ON AMERICAN-ISLAMIC RELA-
TIONS’ EIGHTH ANNUAL SHAR-
ING RAMADAN INTERFAITH
IFTAR DINNER

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 5, 2011

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the Eighth Annual Sharing
Ramadan Interfaith Iftar Dinner hosted by the
Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR)
Ohio’s Cleveland Chapter. This event creates
good will and understanding among members
of the Muslim and interfaith communities while
providing a traditional Middle Eastern dinner.

During Ramadan, Muslims fast each day
from dawn to sunset. Iftar is the meal eaten
after sunset to break the fast. This event al-
lows members of the Muslim and interfaith
communities of Cleveland to share in the
Ramadan tradition of Iftar together.

By sharing Ramadan with the community,
the Cleveland Chapter of CAIR-Ohio believes
it can allay stereotypes about Islam, build
friendships among members of the Muslim
and interfaith communities, and prevent the
spread of Islamophobia.

The keynote speaker at this event will be
Muneer O. Awad, who is Executive Director of
the Oklahoma Chapter of the Council on
American-Islamic Relations. After just two
short weeks on the job, Mr. Awad made great
strides in the fight for civil rights for Muslims
when he filed a federal lawsuit to stop Okla-
homa from amending its Constitution to ban
consideration of Islamic principles in court. He
is also a recipient of the 2011 Tulsa Metropoli-
tan Ministries Russell Bennett recognition,
which is awarded to people who demonstrate
courage in social justice leadership in Okla-
homa.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, | invite you to
join me in recognition of CAIR’s eighth annual
Sharing Ramadan Interfaith Iftar Dinner, which
brings together people of diverse backgrounds
for a night of celebration, friendship, and mu-
tual understanding.
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INTRODUCING H.R. 2790, THE CHILD
AND FAMILY SERVICES EXTEN-
SION AND ENHANCEMENT ACT
OF 2011

HON. GEOFF DAVIS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 5, 2011

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, | rise
in support of H.R. 2790, the Child and Family
Services Extension and Enhancement Act of
2011.

Two child welfare programs expire on Sep-
tember 30 this year, namely the Child Welfare
Services and Promoting Safe and Stable Fam-
ilies programs. Although only a small part of
total federal child welfare funding, these two
programs support State efforts to keep fami-
lies together so children can safely remain
with their own parents or be supported by
other caring adults when necessary.

The Child and Family Services Extension
Act will ensure that these two programs con-
tinue to help children remain safely with their
own families or be cared for by other loving
adults. This bipartisan bill extends these im-
portant programs, while adding important
transparency and accounting requirements.
Additionally, it does so without increasing
spending or deficits.

This bill also requires that States establish
common data standards to improve the shar-
ing of information, which will improve the effi-
ciency of the programs while allowing States
to better coordinate services for children and
families.

In introducing this bill, we are continuing the
tradition of bipartisan child welfare legislation
in Congress. | thank the Ranking Member on
the Human Resources Subcommittee, Mr.
DOGGETT of Texas, for introducing this legisla-
tion with me, and for his efforts to move it for-
ward. | look forward to moving this legislation
through the Ways & Means Committee in the
coming months.

———

A TRIBUTE IN HONOR OF THE
HONORABLE RON SWEGLES

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 5, 2011

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and legacy of The Honorable
Ron Swegles, a highly distinguished con-
stituent, former Mayor and Vice Mayor, a dedi-
cated City Councilman, a cherished friend and
a beloved member of his community of Sunny-
vale, California.

Ron Swegles passed into eternal life on July
20, 2011, at the age of 67. He blessed us all
with his presence and his devotion to the peo-
ple of Sunnyvale. He was a committed family
man and is survived by his wife Gail, his five
children, nine grandchildren and one great-
granddaughter.

Ron Swegles graduated from Wayne Memo-
rial High School in Wayne, Michigan, and
shortly thereafter, he joined the U.S. Navy,
serving from 1962 to 1966. After his military
service, Ron attended Cleary University. In
1984, he moved his family to the Bay Area
and made the Peninsula his new home.
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Ron was a friend to everyone. He was well
known in the community for always wanting to
help others. He was a mentor to many Bay
Area residents, which led him to seek local of-
fice. He was first elected to the Sunnyvale City
Council in 2003 and he served as the City’s
Vice Mayor from 2004 to 2005, and as its
Mayor from 2005 to 2006. Ron was a member
of the City’s Planning Commission, the Down-
town Planning Committee, the Parks and
Recreation Commission, and the Senior Advi-
sory Committee. He was a graduate of both
Leadership Sunnyvale and the Sunnyvale
Public Safety Community Academy, and he
served as a board member for the Sunnyvale
Chamber of Commerce.

Ron prized the value of civic service, dedi-
cating his time to every aspect of local govern-
ment. He was a member of the Military Affairs
Council since 2004; the Moffett Restoration
Advisory Board from 2004 to 2007; the Santa
Clara Valley Water District Water Commission
since 2008; the California Housing and Com-
munity Development Commission; and the
Santa Clara Valley Transportation Authority
Policy Advisory Committee. He was also a
member of the Onizuka Local Redevelopment
Authority and Citizens Advisory Committee for
Base Closure, working toward a reuse plan
that would convert the closing of Onizuka Air
Force Station to an area that would continue
to benefit Sunnyvale and the surrounding
communities.

Ron was honored for his service on numer-
ous occasions, including being named Sunny-
vale Rotarian of the Year in 2003 by the
Sunnyvale Rotary Club. One of Ron’s greatest
joys was when he was serving as a Director
of Leisure Ministries at Los Altos United Meth-
odist Church. Apart from his community serv-
ice, Ron’s professional career with Branden-
burg Staedler & Moore spanned more than 21
years as their Community Advisor.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the entire House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in honoring the extraor-
dinary fife and accomplishments of Ron
Swegles and extend our sympathy to his fam-
ily and friends whom he loved so much. His
decades of contributions to his community and
his country stand as lasting legacies of a life
lived well. How privileged | am to have known
this wonderful man and to have had him as a
colleague and a friend. Those of us who knew
him will miss him deeply, and his life stands
as a testament to what it means to be a com-
munity leader and a true patriot.

—————

IN REMEMBRANCE OF SALVATORE
R. CALANDRA

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 5, 2011

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
remembrance of Mr. Salvatore R. Calandra, a
municipal court judge from Cleveland, Ohio.

The son of Italian immigrants, Mr. Calandra
was born and raised in Cleveland, Ohio. He
graduated from Cathedral Lain High School
and went on to John Carroll University and
Cleveland Marshall Law. He served in the
U.S. Army during World War 1.

IN 1957, Salvatore married Marie Manfredi.
During the same year, he started his career in
public service and was appointed as an assist-
ant city law director. He served in this role
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