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For those of us who lived there, the world PROVIDING GREATER AUTHORITY SUPPORT H.R. 1154, THE VETERANS

of 812 N. Record Avenue will never be ob-
scure. It will never die.

————
TRIBUTE TO THE OUTSTANDING
WORK OF THE CALIFORNIA

PROSTATE CANCER COALITION

HON. JOE BACA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 5, 2011

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to ask
Congress to raise awareness for prostate can-
cer and recognize the California Prostate Can-
cer Coalition (CPCC) for its outstanding efforts
to fight prostate cancer. The CPCC is a coali-
tion of health professionals, prostate cancer
survivors and families, and support groups
concerned about this disease across the state
of California. | ask my colleagues to join me
today to extend our appreciation for CPCC’s
work on behalf of the men and families af-
fected by prostate cancer.

Until we find a cure for this disease, we
need organizations like the CPCC. The men
and women working in this organization edu-
cate the public, advocate for legislation and
funding, and involve communities in the fight
against prostate cancer. In my home state of
California, prostate cancer is the most com-
mon form of cancer among men in almost
every ethnic and racial group.

More men are diagnosed with prostate can-
cer in California than any other state. Cali-
fornia also suffers from the highest number of
deaths from this disease. | want to thank the
CPCC today on behalf of the estimated
25,030 men who will be diagnosed with the
disease across the state this year.

Sadly, 1 in 6 men will develop prostate can-
cer in their lifetime. Prostate cancer is one of
the most diagnosed and deadliest types of
cancer for men today. Every fifteen minutes
an American dies from this disease and over
2.3 million men alive have a history of prostate
cancer.

The early stages of prostate cancer usually
show no symptoms and there are no self-
tests. Early detection is the key to surviving
the disease. The exact causes of prostate
cancer are still unknown, but awareness al-
lows men to make more informed decisions
about their personal health. Organizations like
the CPCC help educate men about prostate
cancer and guide them through their fight with
the disease.

On behalf of my wife, Barbara, and my chil-
dren, Councilman Joe Baca Jr., Jeremy, Nat-
alie, and Jennifer, we would like to bestow our
thoughts and prayers to those men and their
families suffering from prostate cancer. As we
recognize the important work of California
Prostate Cancer Coalition, we stand by all
those affected by this disease. | would like to
thank the health care professionals, research-
ers, and advocates who are working tirelessly
to cure prostate cancer. | would especially like
to recognize Dr. Manouchehr Lalehzarian for
his commitment to this cause. Mr. Speaker, |
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing
the California Prostate Cancer Coalition. God
bless the fathers, sons, and brothers battling
this disease, and their families for their pa-
tience and love.

AND DISCRETION TO CONSUMER
PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION

SPEECH OF

HON. PAUL TONKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, August 1, 2011

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to ap-
plaud House passage of H.R. 2715, the En-
hancing CPSC Authority and Discretion Act of
2011, ECADA.

| voted in favor of this long-awaited bill, be-
cause it addresses the needed reforms of the
2008 Consumer Product Safety Improvement
Act, CPSIA, without undoing its core protec-
tions of consumers from unsafe toys and other
products.

This landmark legislation came in the wake
of one of the biggest wave of consumer prod-
uct recalls in American history. In excess of 10
million toys were estimated to have been re-
called due to lead paint and other product
safety standards, standards that have been on
the books for decades. This was and is unac-
ceptable, and Congress responded accord-
ingly.

Specifically, Mr. Speaker, this bill ade-
quately addresses what | believe is the key
provision of CPSIA—that consumer products,
especially children’s products—should be test-
ed as being in compliance with mandatory
safety standards.

And testing is the key. We live in a global
supply chain environment, where any given
product has a dozen or more part suppliers
from a dozen or more countries, where safety
standards may be weaker than our own.

That is why, Mr. Speaker, | am proud and
pleased that the final ECADA bill passed by
the House today maintains the requirement
that products be tested to CPSC lead and
other standards. But | am equally pleased that
the final bill reflects the need to make such
testing affordable.

Additionally, H.R. 2715 directs the CPSC to
look for “other techniques for lowering the cost
of third party testing consistent with assuring
compliance with the applicable consumer
product safety rules, bans, standards and reg-
ulations.”

Mr. Speaker, this last language is critical be-
cause it will protect consumers and create
jobs here in America. | know this because in
my Congressional District a company, XOS,
Inc. has developed state of the art instruments
for detecting lead, mercury, cadmium and
other heavy metals in children’s toys and other
products.

This new technology is the only CPSC ap-
proved method for the detection of lead paint
without using wet chemistry. This method was
also adopted by one of the most widely re-
spected voluntary standards development or-
ganizations in the country (ASTM).

Finally, | would suggest that, as this bill is
on the precipice of becoming law, we consider
that, if a small company in upstate New York
can find a solution to “how much lead is in
this product,” we can find more home-grown
solutions to many of the other pending issues
facing our country. We need to focus all our
efforts on investing in our people and in cre-
ating jobs and this bill does just that.

EQUAL TREATMENT FOR SERV-
ICE DOGS ACT

HON. MICHELE BACHMANN

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 5, 2011

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, in 1985,
Army Ranger Light Kevin Stone’s life changed
when the Army vehicle he was in tumbled
over a mountain edge and down 144 feet.
Stone broke his neck and suffered severe
brain trauma to the point of losing every mem-
ory prior to the six months before the accident.

A true miracle, Stone now lives an inde-
pendent life thanks to his service dog, Mambo.
But sadly, rules at some Vets Hospitals wel-
come seeing eye dogs while preventing serv-
ice dogs like Mambo from coming in.

The working best friends of our wounded
vets must be allowed with them at all times in
order to do their jobs—including during VA vis-
its. That's why I'm proud to cosponsor Judge
CARTER’s effort, H.R. 1154, legislation which
will close the working-dog loophole and wel-
come all dogs into VA care centers.

The VA considers service dogs like Mambo
needed prostheses, like legs or arms. And
Stone compares Mambo to a crucial tool—a
wheelchair.

Current policy allows each VA center to set
dog guidelines. That means, Stone is given
care at some facilities if Mambo is with him.

We can fix this problem by passing the Vet-
erans for Equal Treatment of Service Dogs
Act, or the VETS Dogs Act.

This will ensure working service dogs can
accompany their owner to every single VA fa-
cility, just like seeing eye dogs are allowed to
do. This will be a permanent solution for our
wounded veterans.

Kevin Stone credits his service dogs—
Mambo, and Mambo’s predecessor, Jonah—
with allowing him to successfully represent his
country around the world. He’s no longer in
camouflage, but another type of uniform:
Kevin Stone used his service dog to compete
on the U.S. Paralympic team. He won bronze
in Athens and he’s set American records in
Beijing. With Mambo at his side, Stone con-
tinues to represent the U.S. Olympic Com-
mittee on the U.S. Paralympic Committee’s
Military Program as a coach and mentor.

Not all wounded vets compete with their
service dogs, but they do everyday things like
other Americans: when they get on the bus,
get their groceries, get their mail and go to the
doctor’s office, their service dogs are there.

Colleagues, you may not know a veteran
personally injured in Iraq or Afghanistan, but
go to a VA in your district, and you’ll meet
hundreds of our nation’s heroes who gave so
much, but had so much taken away.

If service dogs allow our wounded vets to
lead happy and independent lives, then we
have a duty to ensure government regulations
help, not hinder, the relationship between dog
and owner.

Join us as we work to better the lives of our
vets and as our veterans are empowered to
overcome challenges. Because retired Army
Ranger Light Fighter Kevin Stone isn’t playing
a game when he tells Mambo to “fetch”.
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SPEECH OF

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, August 1, 2011

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, if this had
been a clean vote to raise the debt ceiling, |
would have supported it—as | have in the
past, and as our nation has done 78 times
since 1960.

But this was far from a clean vote. The cuts
were too large, there were no revenues, no
plan for job creation, and thus it was an unbal-
anced approach to the deficit problem.

Although cuts to Medicare and Medicaid
were averted in the first round of cuts, the ‘se-
questration trigger’ included cuts to Medicare
providers which would hurt my district, and ul-
timately Medicare recipients as well.

What’'s more, making such large budget
cuts now, in the midst of a struggling recovery
would lead to a further loss of jobs—at a time
when there are already five Americans out of
work for every one job opening. This deal
makes things worse; it would slow economic
growth.

The process by which this deal was reached
was no less ugly. This issue was taken hos-
tage by the most extreme parts of the Repub-
lican Party, who put forward non-negotiable
demands, which is not how democracy works.

By refusing to even consider closing tax
loopholes and ending special-interest sub-
sidies, the Republicans made clear who
should pay for their extreme agenda: those
who can least afford it.

| will not be a party to a plan which is likely
to hurt the interests of my district, my city and
my country as it struggles to emerge from the
worst economic crisis since the Depression.

HONORING THOMAS SHERIDAN
HON. JOHN B. LARSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 5, 2011

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in memory of my life-long friend, Mr.
Thomas Sheridan.

Tom Sheridan and | grew up together in our
hometown of East Hartford, Connecticut. We
attended Saint Rose’s School where we were
taught by the Sisters of Notre Dame and were
teammates playing football for Pappy’s Black
Knights; | was the quarterback, he was the
center.

After graduation Tom went on to serve with
distinction during the Vietnam War earning
several medals including the Bronze Star,
Army Commendation Medal, Good Conduct
Medal, and a Presidential Unit Citation.

At the close of his military service Tom
came home to Connecticut to be with his
beautiful wife, Nancy, and raise their two sons
who were the greatest joys of his life, Kevin
and Brett,

Tom became a successful attorney and later
served the Connecticut General Assembly as
the Clerk of the House. It was one of the
greatest moments in my career when | had
the honor to appoint him Senate Clerk, where
he served until his final days with distinction,
integrity, and fairness.
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Tom will be dearly missed and it is my
honor to remember my friend today before this
esteemed body.

———

OFFERING CONDOLENCES TO THE
PEOPLE OF NORWAY

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 5, 2011

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
extend my deep condolences to the people of
Norway with respect to the recent tragedy
which took the lives of innocent citizens, many
of them children.

Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg has wisely
observed that the people of Norway are “un-
used to violence in your quiet country of 4.8
million” and that they “must struggle with how
to improve security without jeopardizing the
freedom and openness of your society.” |
commend his courage and encourage the
people of Norway to embrace his wisdom.

While the horror of what has happened can
carve a dark hole in the hearts of the people
of Norway, each person has the power and
the strength to heal those who have lost their
loved ones through their individual commit-
ment to remain open to each other. Each cit-
izen can choose not to let those who would di-
vide their nation sow their seeds of doubt,
hate and division.

As we mourn the loss we ask the people of
Norway to remember that their country has
many admirers. On several occasions during
the last decade the nation of Norway has
been recognized as the best country in which
to live. This compassionate country built a
public health care system that cares for all of
its citizens. Their nation created an education
system that sets their literacy rate at almost
100 percent. Their understanding of the impor-
tance of family provides parental benefits and
paternity leave for the first full year in the life
of a newborn child.

As the citizen’s of Norway already dem-
onstrate in their daily interactions with each
other and in their willingness to build a society
that truly cares for the well being of all of its
citizens; openness, compassion and the ability
to reach across cultural and ethnic lines is es-
sential to build peace and strengthen nations.

The nation of Norway is a noble one. We
know its citizens will stand together through
this dark hour. We want them to know that we
are standing with them.

—————

SUPPORT OF H.J. RES. 66: APPROV-
ING THE RENEWAL OF IMPORT
RESTRICTIONS CONTAINED IN
THE BURMESE FREEDOM AND
DEMOCRACY ACT OF 2003

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, August 5, 2011

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
strong support of H.J. Res. 66, approving the
renewal of import restrictions contained in the
“Burmese Freedom and Democracy Act of
2003.”

| support this resolution because it is con-
sistent with our humanitarian and democratic
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values against forced labor. As Americans, we
must not only sustain these values in our
country but we must act globally and deter
other countries from tolerating or employing
practices that have no place in a civilized soci-
ety such as forcing innocent men, women, and
children to work under harsh and slave-like
labor conditions. For this reason, it is critical
that we renew the import restrictions contained
in the “Burmese Freedom and Democracy Act
of 2003.”

Mr. Speaker, it is helpful to recount briefly
why import restrictions were placed by the
United States on Burma and why it is impor-
tant to renew them.

In 1990, Burma’s State Peace and Develop-
ment Council, SPDC, known then as the State
Law and Order Restoration Council, held
multiparty elections. The overwhelming num-
ber of parliamentary seats (82 percent) was
won by the National League for Democracy
party, led by Nobel Prize for Peace Laureate
Aung San Suu Kyi. However, the military re-
gime refused to honor the election results,
however, and arrested and imprisoned both
democracy activists and elected members of
parliament, including Aung San Suu Kyi.

Multiparty general elections were next held
in Burma on Nov. 7, 2010 as part of the
“roadmap to democracy” proposed by the rul-
ing military regime. The National League re-
fused to participate over concerns that the
electoral process was fraudulent, concerns
that were confirmed by the United Nations and
most Western countries, which noted wide-
spread fraud, voter intimidation and cheating
throughout the country.

Since then, the Burmese regime has contin-
ued its campaign of suppression and persecu-
tion against political opponents, dissidents and
other minority populations. This shameful con-
duct has resulted in the internal displacement
of more than 600,000 people and forced more
than 130,000 persons to live in refugee camps
along the Thai-Burma border. Additionally,
during this time the SPDC regime has been
protecting drug traffickers and forcing resi-
dents into slave labor.

In response to these atrocities, Congress
enacted the Burmese Freedom and Democ-
racy Act in 2003, which it reauthorized in
2009. The law imposed import restrictions;
froze any assets held by the regime in the
United States; and expressed U.S. opposition
for international lending to the SPDC. The law
also prohibited the issuance of U.S. entry
visas to members of the SPDC and con-
demned the regime’s campaign against its
people and expressed support for opposition
groups.

These restrictions are to remain in place
until the State Department certifies that the re-
gime no longer systematically violates the
human rights of the Burmese people; no
longer uses slave and child labor; and halts
the conscription of child soldiers. The law also
requires as a precondition to lifting the restric-
tions that the regime make demonstrable
progress in releasing political prisoners, per-
mitting free speech, permitting the peaceful
exercise of religion, and holding free and fair
elections.

Sadly, Mr. Speaker, the regime in Burma
has not made the necessary progress to jus-
tify lifting the restriction. According to a recent
report of Human Rights Watch, the highly re-
spected NGO, tens of thousands of villagers
have been displaced and fled to the Thai-
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