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the poor, the vulnerable. Raising the eligibility
age for Medicare or Social Security, or cutting
benefit levels, will be subject to an up-or-down
vote by this new joint committee. No amend-
ments can be offered or voted on. This proc-
ess weakens Congress as an institution, and
it is a dangerous abdication of our responsi-
bility for these bedrock programs.

We have worked over the years to make
careful changes to Medicare when necessary
to restore its solvency. In the Affordable Care
Act, we enacted careful reforms that will im-
prove the efficiency and soundness of Medi-
care. Arbitrary cuts to the program through se-
questration, or rushed cuts to Medicare, Med-
icaid, and Social Security, are no way to guar-
antee the future of those vital programs. We
run the risk of substantial changes that will
drive providers out of the system, leaving pa-
tients without access to doctors or to nursing
homes and long term care services.

This legislation does not represent the val-
ues to which | have been committed since first
being elected to Washington.

That is why | have concluded that this pack-
age does not deserve my support today.

——————

PROCLAMATION

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, August 2, 2011

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,

Whereas, In 2003, Ms. Kim Schofield found-
ed the Lupus And Community Empowering
Support  organization better known as
“LACES”; and

Whereas, LACES is an organization that
continues to serve those who live with or are
affected by the chronic autoimmune disorder
Lupus, by empowering patients, bringing at-
tention to the disease, and leading the way to
find a cure through research; and

Whereas, today LACES sponsors its 3rd
Annual Ride 4 Lupus Motorcycle ride to raise
awareness and funds to assist individuals liv-
ing with lupus; and

Whereas, this unique organization has given
of themselves tirelessly and unconditionally to
advocate for our citizens and their families
who battle lupus; and

Whereas, LACES continues to serve our
county, state and country by being the sword
and shield for those who live with lupus, en-
couraging better treatments, funding research
and educating people about the disease to
help heal families and strengthen our resolve
to find a cure; and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this
day to honor and recognize LACES for their
outstanding service to our District;

Now Therefore, |, HENRY C. “HANK” JOHN-
SON, Jr. do hereby proclaim July 9, 2011 as
“Lupus And Community Empowering Support
Day” in the 4th Congressional District.

Proclaimed, this 9th day of July, 2011.
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OPENING STATEMENT OF REP.
DENNIS J. KUCINICH FOR SUB-
COMMITTEE ON REGULATORY
AFFAIRS, STIMULUS OVERSIGHT
AND GOVERNMENT SPENDING
HEARING ON: “LIGHTS OUT: HOW
EPA REGULATIONS THREATEN
AFFORDABLE POWER AND JOB
CREATION"

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, August 2, 2011

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | submit the
following. Good afternoon, and thank you to all
the witnesses who are here today to testify
about a critical issue facing America: protec-
tion of the clean air and clean water on which
we depend every single day. Today, we will
once again look at the critical role the Environ-
mental Protection Agency plays in supporting
these goals.

Air toxics from coal-fired power plants cause
or contribute to devastating health problems,
ranging from asthma attacks to premature
death from cardiovascular disease, stroke and
cancer. One air toxic, mercury, damages the
developing brains of fetuses, infants and small
children, robbing them of the opportunity to
fully develop intellectually and physically. Coal
burning emissions of sulfur oxides and nitro-
gen oxides help fuel our nation’s asthma prob-
lem and can increase heart attacks.

The burning of coal is also a major contrib-
utor to the environmental, national security,
and economic crisis that is global climate
change. The combustion of coal produces a
tremendous amount of carbon dioxide, a
greenhouse gas that contributes to increased
trapping of heat in our atmosphere. In fact,
coal accounts for roughly 20% of all green-
house gas emissions. It would be difficult to
underestimate the urgency of shutting down
coal power plants immediately for this reason
alone.

These health and environmental con-
sequences from toxic pollution are why the
Environmental Protection Agency is devel-
oping tougher safeguards to protect Ameri-
cans. One proposed rule on Mercury and Air
Toxics alone would be estimated to save as
many as 17,000 lives every year by 2015 and
prevent up to 120,000 cases of childhood
asthma.

One of the witnesses here to testify today
represents American Electric Power (AEP),
which is headquartered in Columbus, Ohio.
AEP is also one of our nation’s biggest pol-
luters. Another one of Ohio’s polluters,
FirstEnergy Corporation, which owns Lake
Shore Plant in Cleveland in my own district, is
identified as the nation’s sixth-most harmful
plant for low-income communities and commu-
nities of color. Thanks in part to AEP and
FirstEnergy, the State of Ohio has more coal-
fired generating capacity than any other state
in the nation. Ohio’s electric sector also has
the ignominious honor of ranking FIRST in the
amount of toxic air pollution it emitted in 2009,
emitting more than 44.5 million pounds of
harmful chemicals, which accounted for 65%
of the state’s pollution and 12% of toxic pollu-
tion from all U.S. power plants. Ohio also
ranked THIRD among all states in mercury air
pollution from power plants with about 3,980
pounds emitted in 2009, which accounted for
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76% of the state’s mercury air pollution and
6% of U.S. electric sector pollution.

AEP has lobbied against the Environmental
Protection Agency’s current efforts to regulate
power plant pollution, and is pushing legisla-
tion to weaken and delay these regulations. |
look forward to hearing from AEP today about
how they can justify the tragic and destructive
side effects that coal-fired power plants wreak
upon us, as well as what steps they are taking
to curb emissions of toxic air pollution in the
United States.

While it is consistent with the history of big
business to kick and scream about having to
minimize the social and environmental harms
they cause, we should NOT underestimate the
entrepreneurial ability of America’s electric
sector to invest, retrofit and construct clean
energy generation, while maintaining system
reliability. In fact, when they upgrade our na-
tion’s electric generation infrastructure to com-
ply with new regulations, their capital invest-
ments will help drive economic growth and
create jobs. According to a study prepared by
the Political Economy Research Institute at the
University of Massachusetts, two of the pro-
posed EPA Regulations—the Clean Air Trans-
port Rule, and the new Mercury and Air Toxics
Standards—could stimulate the creation of
more than 1.4 million jobs over the next five
years in the pollution controls, engineering,
and construction fields.

Congress passed the Clean Air Act and the
Clean Water Act because the American public
demanded it. The American people demanded
it because they don’t like their children to in-
hale and drink and die from toxic compounds
from which even the most diligent parent can’t
protect her child. Nothing about this equation
has changed, and we must allow the Environ-
mental Protection Agency to continue to fulfill
its mandate to protect our water and air. | look
forward to hearing from the Environmental
Protection Agency today about how it con-
tinues to fulfill this promise to America.

A TRIBUTE TO THE BLUE DEVILS

HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, August 2, 2011

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize lowa’s Class A Baseball State
Champions and current holder of the national-
record winning streak, the Martensdale-St.
Mary’s Blue Devils.

Ladies and gentlemen of the House, what
this team has accomplished is nothing short of
amazing. Last week, the Blue Devils sealed
their second consecutive state championship
by rallying from behind three separate times
throughout the state tournament baseball
game. And while the Blue Devils’ second state
championship in as many years is an incred-
ible feat in and of itself, their most recent win
has also placed their consecutive games won
at an astonishing 87, giving them the best
record in the Nation.

This special team consists of a large roster
of players that have each contributed a unique
quality to the team’s record-breaking success.
The Blue Devils consist of seniors Dillon
Coates and Ethan Westphal, juniors David
Walker, Zeb Noel, Josh Defenbaugh, Robert
Walker, J.D. Nielsen, Jake Anctil, T.J. Foster,
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Jake Swihart, Brad Nauman, Jamie Swihart,
and Dakota Wenzel; sophomores Garret
Gehringer, Trent Verwers, Chris Darr, and
Gage Gavin; and freshmen Eddy Kraber, Luke
Anctil, and Travis Seymour. These young
players have been expertly coached by Justin
Dehmer, Sean Smith and Steve Westphal and
have undoubtedly made them very proud.

Mr. Speaker, the pride and excitement that
this team has brought to their community and
to the state of lowa cannot be overstated.
Their unrelenting commitment to their coaches
and teammates speaks volumes of the lowa
work ethic and the rewards of working to-
gether. It is truly an honor to represent the
players, coaches and families of this team in
the United States Congress. | invite my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in congratulating these
state champions and wish them continued
success on and off the field in the future.

PROCLAMATION
HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, August 2, 2011

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,

Whereas, Bishop Miles and First Lady
Helen Fowler are celebrating fifty years (50) in
marriage today in Lithonia, Georgia; and

Whereas, on June 18, 1961 because of
their union then, our community today has
been blessed with a family that has enhanced
our district, Bishop Fowler as Pastor of Big
Miller Grove Missionary Baptist Church and
Mrs. Fowler as First Lady, they both are in-
struments in our community that uplifts the
spiritual, physical, economic and mental wel-
fare of our citizens; and

Whereas, this remarkable and tenacious
man of God and this phenomenal and virtuous
Proverbs 31 woman have given hope to the
hopeless, fed the hungry and are beacons of
light to those in need, they both have been
blessed with their family, their church and the
DeKalb County community; and

Whereas, Bishop and First Lady Fowler are
distinguished citizens of our district, they are
spiritual warriors, persons of compassion, fear-
less leaders and servants to all, but most of all
visionaries who have shared not only with
their family, but with our District their passion
to improve the lives of others; and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this
day to honor and recognize Bishop Miles and
First Lady Fowler as they celebrate their 50th
Anniversary, fifty (50) years in marital bliss;

Now therefore, |, HENRY C. “HANK” JOHN-
SON, Jr. do hereby proclaim June 18, 2011 as
Bishop Miles and First Lady Helen Fowler Day
in the 4th Congressional District.

Proclaimed, this 18th day of June, 2011.

———

BUDGET CONTROL ACT OF 2011
HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, August 2, 2011
Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today

in strong opposition to the Budget Control Act
of 2011, S. 365.
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First, with all the conflict and frustration sur-
rounding this vote, I'm reverting to basic prin-
ciples. One of which is, “don’t negotiate with
thugs.” It's been long obvious that we have no
partner with whom to negotiate; only a party
that started as our comrades in government,
then our colleagues, who evolved into our op-
ponents, declared themselves our enemies
and now demand that we be their enablers. |
refuse to play.

Thugs are in the game to destroy, not build.
They would destroy the government, and es-
pecially this presidency. They take hostages,
and there is much work at stake that would be
their next targets. It will be endless. The presi-
dent has given into all of their demands, and
they remain insatiable. It's time we starved the
beast. Then. . .

They came to Washington they say com-
mitted not to do business as usual. Then they
demanded that we protect every loophole,
every billionaire and every greedy element in
our society except those who need some help.

They set-up something that is their fail safe.
| call it the “Kevorkian Commission” that will
deliver the poison if in November, we don’t
volunteer to do it ourselves.

We Democrats in the House were not at the
table, and we wind up on the menu.

There are arguments that are valid and
good for voting “aye.” But | didn’t come to this
place to forget the homeless, the hapless and
the hungry.

The most vulnerable in our society don’t
watch their 401K plan, the Dow Jones Indus-
trial Average or the futures market. Their fu-
ture is getting through till tomorrow. They are
more concerned about having a roof than they
are the national debt ceiling. They need jobs,
nutrition, education and encouragement. The
time we’ve spent on this debate would indicate
that we’ve bought into the trickledown theory.

Here’s what | know: the people | came here
to help need real help. Their lives and future
are really endangered. What happens to us
people with portfolios, and Wall Street watch-
ers is scary, but conjecture.

Sounds hokey, but I'm voting for what |
came here to do.

PROCLAMATION

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, August 2, 2011

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,

Whereas, Mr. Hank Stewart, a tenacious
and poetic man from Jacksonville, Florida uti-
lizes his gifts, talents and wisdom everyday to
ensure that citizens are inspired and lives are
touched; and

Whereas, Mr. Stewart is a renowned poet,
motivator and community leader in DeKalb
County, Georgia; and

Whereas, he founded the Hank Stewart
Foundation based on strengthening the whole
child—mind, body and soul; and

Whereas, this model citizen has shared his
time and talents for the betterment of his com-
munity and his Nation through his tireless
works, words of encouragement and inspira-
tion that continue to be a beacon of light to
those in need; and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this

August 2, 2011

day to honor and recognize Hank Stewart for
his outstanding leadership and service to the
citizens in the state of Georgia and on the
20th anniversary of becoming a poet and the
10th anniversary of his White Linen Affair;

Now Therefore, |, HENRY C. “HANK” JOHN-
SON, Jr. do hereby proclaim July 30, 2011 as
Hank Stewart Day in the 4th Congressional
District of Georgia.

Proclaimed, This 30th day of July, 2011.

HONORING LACY AND DOROTHY
HARBER

HON. RALPH M. HALL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, August 2, 2011

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a wonderful couple from Denison,
Texas, and outstanding community leaders—
Lacy and Dorothy Harber. | have known Lacy
and Dorothy Harber for many years and they
are beloved and respected for their out-
standing philanthropic work, generous spirit,
and many contributions to their community.
Knowing people like Lacy and Dorothy—and
gratitude for their close friendship—is a great
part of the benefits | receive as a Member of
Congress.

This year the Harbers were awarded the
Ellis Island Medal of Honor, presented by the
National Ethnic Coalition of Organizations.
Each year, NECO honors “remarkable Ameri-
cans who exemplify outstanding qualities in
both their personal and professional lives,
while continuing to preserve the richness of
their particular heritage . . . creating a better
world for all of us in the future by the work
they do today.”

The Harbers are in good company, joining
past winners of the Ellis Island Medal of
Honor, including Presidents George H.W.
Bush and Gerald Ford, Rosa Parks, and Bob
Hope.

The couple’s desire to help others springs
from Lacy’s humble beginnings. His father was
a city bus driver and his mother cooked in a
school lunch room. With four children in the
family, Lacy, at the age of seven, began sell-
ing popcorn at baseball games.

From an early age, Lacy also suffered from
severe scoliosis which, left untreated, would
have likely prevented him from walking as an
adult. At the time, the Texas Scottish Rite
Hospital in Dallas was developing new treat-
ments for physically challenged children with-
out charging for service. The hospital provided
treatment for Lacy for nine years, and when
he reached high school he was able to take
his back brace off and compete on the track
team.

Lacy learned from any early age the value
of hard work and the understanding of what it
means to do without. Through hard work, Lacy
has become one of America’s most successful
entrepreneurs, and the couple has used their
good fortune to improve the lives of those
around them.

Lacy and Dorothy, who have been married
over fifty years, wholly own the American
Bank of Texas, but take no profits from the
business. Rather, the profits go to charities
and to those less fortunate. They have been
known to pick up restaurant tabs for fellow pa-
trons, hand out $100 bills, provide fishing and
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