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orchestrating Pope John Paul II’s historic visit 
to Jerusalem. As the Papal representative to 
Israel in 2002, Archbishop Sambi reportedly 
helped end a 39-day standoff between Israeli 
troops and Palestinian militants, who had 
holed up inside the Church of the Nativity in 
Bethlehem. 

Pope Benedict XVI named Archbishop 
Sambi as the Apostolic Nuncio to the United 
States on December 17, 2005, and he was in-
stalled in early 2006. Shortly after his appoint-
ment, he toured the damage left by Hurricane 
Katrina. He was deeply involved in efforts to 
introduce Pope Benedict to American Catho-
lics and he accompanied the Pope during his 
April 2008 visit to the U.S. and hosted him at 
the Apostolic Nunciature, where the Pope held 
a historic private meeting with five victims of 
clergy sexual abuse. In September of 2010, 
he presided at a Mass to mark the 13th anni-
versary of the death of Blessed Mother Te-
resa, which coincided with the U.S. Postal 
Service’s issuance of a commemorative stamp 
in her honor. 

Archbishop Sambi received numerous trib-
utes and honors over the years, especially for 
his ecumenical activities and efforts to in-
crease and secure access to religious sites in 
the Holy Land. 

Like many of my colleagues, I had the 
honor of knowing Archbishop Sambi through 
my friend Luca Ferrari, the former Minister 
Counselor for Public and Legislative Affairs at 
the Embassy of the Republic of Italy here in 
Washington. The Archbishop was always will-
ing to gently inform us on theology as well the 
critical international issues of the day. He was 
an amiable conversationalist and a good 
friend, and will be greatly missed by so many 
of us here in Washington, DC, as well by fam-
ily, friends and colleagues around the world. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to conclude by 
urging all of our colleagues to join me in pay-
ing tribute to Archbishop Pietro Sambi’s serv-
ice to international relations and under-
standing, and to express our condolences to 
his family for their loss. Thank you. 
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RECOGNIZING SAMUEL FLORES 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 29, 2011 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the late Samuel Flores for his dedi-
cation and contributions to the city of Seguin 
and south Texas. 

Mr. Flores was born in San Marcos, Texas 
as the middle child of seven and raised during 
the difficult years of the Great Depression. 
During his early years, he lived the arduous 
life of a migrant worker traveling from Cali-
fornia to Minnesota as the seasons changed. 
At the age of seventeen, he dropped out of 
school to serve his country and joined the 
United States Marine Corps. After six years of 
service, he returned to school. Flores earned 
a degree in education from Southwest Texas 
State University, as well as a Master’s degree 
in school administration. After marrying Velia 
Flores and moving to her hometown of 
Seguin, Texas, he started working for 
Harlandale Independent School District where 
he resided for an accomplished 35 years of 
service. 

Throughout his career in education, he 
taught mainstream and special education to 
elementary and secondary school students. 
He distinguished himself as the first Hispanic 
Principal for Harlandale Independent School 
District. He became Director for Special Edu-
cation for six school districts and later on 
worked for the Seguin school district as the 
Attendance Officer. Even after his retirement 
in 2000, he continued to serve his community 
by becoming chairman of the Walnut Branch 
Restoration Project. 

Aside from his teaching vocation, Flores 
dedicated a great part of his life to fighting 
against discrimination in public places. He 
founded the Seguin Bi-racial Committee during 
the 1960s. Thanks to his hard work and dedi-
cation, schools like Texas Lutheran University, 
now have a Mexican-American Studies pro-
gram for the benefit of the students. He also 
assisted in founding the Seguin Boys Club, as 
well as establishing the Health Unit Project, 
the Walnut Creek Flood Project, and a new 
Seguin Post Office. Along with forming these 
vital programs and initiatives, Mr. Flores 
served as a member of the Seguin City Coun-
cil from 1965–2000. 

Mr. Flores’ tremendous commitment to the 
Seguin education system and the overall com-
munity was honored by having part of High-
way 46 in Texas dedicated to him. He was 
also recognized on the floor of the Texas 
House of Representatives with a resolution in 
his honor presented by Edmund Kuempel in 
2001. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have had the 
time to recognize the dedication, accomplish-
ments, and commitment of the late Samuel 
Flores. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICK MULVANEY 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 29, 2011 

Mr. MULVANEY. Mr. Speaker, I missed roll-
call 463 on June 22, 2011. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 
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HONORING U.S. ARMY SGT. 
JEREMY R. SUMMERS 

HON. GEOFF DAVIS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 29, 2011 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize U.S. Army Sgt. Jeremy R. 
Summers from Bracken County, Kentucky, 
who lost his life on July 14, 2011 in Paktika 
Province, Afghanistan in support of Operation 
Enduring Freedom. His unit was attacked by 
enemy forces while he was on duty as a for-
ward scout observer. 

Sgt. Summers joined the Army after grad-
uating from Bracken County High School in 
2002. He was assigned to Headquarters Com-
pany, 2nd Battalion, 506th Infantry Regiment, 
101st Airborne Division, out of Fort Campbell, 
Kentucky. He served tours of duty in Korea 
and Iraq in addition to his service in Afghani-
stan. Sgt. Summers was a dedicated soldier 
and demonstrated great character in his serv-

ice. His dedication to defending our Republic 
was proven again when he recently reenlisted 
in the United States Army. 

Sgt. Summers’ life is yet another reminder 
of the high cost of freedom. Today, as we re-
member the life and accomplishments of this 
extraordinary Kentuckian, my thoughts and 
prayers are with Sgt. Summers’ family and 
friends. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICK MULVANEY 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 29, 2011 

Mr. MULVANEY. Mr. Speaker, I missed roll-
call No. 598 on July 15, 2011. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 
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TRIBUTE TO DR. JOE MORTON 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 29, 2011 

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the work of Alabama State Superintendent of 
Education, Dr. Joe Morton, who has been a 
leader in education for 42 years and will offi-
cially retire on August 31, 2011. 

Dr. Morton grew up in Pleasant Grove and 
graduated from Hueytown High School. He 
then received his B.S. degree from Auburn 
University in 1969 and later his M.A. in 1973 
and Ph.D. in 1974 from The University of Ala-
bama. 

Upon graduation from Auburn, he began a 
life of dedicated service to the field of edu-
cation. He worked his way up from a school 
teacher to the superintendent of the Sumter 
County Board of Education. He is presumed to 
be the youngest person in the history of the 
State to be a local superintendent of education 
at the age of 27. 

On July 13, 2004, he was selected by Gov-
ernor Bob Riley to be the State Super-
intendent of Education. Along with a long-
standing love of education, he has always 
held to the belief that Alabama students have 
the capability to compete with top students 
from around the world. 

In order to engage students’ interest in 
reading, he created and co-founded the Ala-
bama Reading Initiative (ARI). The ARI has 
since become a national model and has 
helped the National Assessment of Edu-
cational Process in 2007 achieve the largest 
gains recorded in Grade 4 Reading. In 2010, 
AMSTI was recognized by the Center for Ex-
cellence in Education as the model of labora-
tory education in the United States. 

Other educational programs he helped cre-
ate and co-found were the Alabama Math, 
Science, and Technology Initiative (AMSTI) 
and the Alabama Connecting Classrooms, 
Educators and Students Statewide (ACCESS). 

At the request of Governor Riley, Dr. Morton 
also chaired the Seat Belt Study Commission 
after a tragic 2006 school bus accident in 
Huntsville. The Commission’s research into 
school bus safety and seatbelts is considered 
to be the most extensive in the country. 
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In 2009, he also launched First Choice, a 

plan to combat high school dropout rates by 
doubling the number of graduates. First 
Choice has already helped deliver a greater 
number of well prepared high school grad-
uates. 

As a result of Dr. Joe Morton’s achieve-
ments in education, Alabama had the fourth 
largest increase in the number of students 
who graduated from high school in the Nation. 
His achievements also paved the way for Ala-
bama to lead the Nation in student enrollment 
gains and Advanced Placement exam scores. 

Above all, under Dr. Morton’s leadership as 
Alabama’s Superintendent of Education, the 
State has achieved its greatest overall edu-
cational rating in its history. 

On behalf of the people of Alabama—espe-
cially the thousands of school children who will 
reap a lifetime of rewards because of his lead-
ership—I wish to extend congratulations to Dr. 
Joe Morton for a job well done and for his 
many contributions to better the education and 
the futures of many Alabamians. My col-
leagues in the Alabama delegation join me in 
wishing him and his family the very best as 
they start a new chapter in their lives. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICK MULVANEY 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 29, 2011 

Mr. MULVANEY. Mr. Speaker, I missed roll-
call No. 601 on July 18, 2011. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICK MULVANEY 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 29, 2011 

Mr. MULVANEY. Mr. Speaker, I missed roll-
call 602 on July 18, 2011. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘yes’’. 
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CONGRATULATING RECIPIENTS OF 
THE WORLD PEACE PRIZE 

HON. MELVIN L. WATT 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 29, 2011 

Mr. WATT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
make sure that we acknowledge in our official 
record an important event that took place on 
June 14, 2011 in the Gold Room of the Ray-
burn House Office Building, the award by the 
World Peace Council of the 2010 World Peace 
Prize. 

The World Peace Corps Mission confers 
World Peace Awards to individuals and orga-
nizations that have made significant contribu-
tions to peacemaking efforts around the world. 
This year the Top Honor Prize was given to 
His Holiness Dorje Chang Buddha Ill and to 
Hon. Benjamin A. Gilman. The 2010 Roving 
Ambassador for Peace Award was awarded to 
the Civil Air Patrol. 

H.H. Dorje Chang Buddha III is the highest 
leader of Buddhism in the world. He was rec-
ognized for his support of a wide variety of 
healing and rescue-relief activities around the 
world, as well as for his art and poetry, 
through which he has promoted nonviolence, 
charity and love for humanity. H.H. Dorje 
Chang Buddha III is the first Buddhist leader 
to be awarded the World Peace Prize. In his 

acceptance speech, H.H. Dorje Chang Bud-
dha III said, ‘‘I believe this is not an affirmation 
of me personally. Rather, it is an affirmation of 
all human beings who seek happiness, free-
dom and equality. It is an affirmation of all ef-
forts to selflessly benefit and help others.’’ 

Hon. Benjamin A. Gilman served 15 terms 
in the United States House of Representa-
tives. He was recognized for championing 
human rights, fighting world hunger and fight-
ing drug abuse and trafficking. While in Con-
gress he served as Chairman of the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee, as Congressional 
Delegate to the United Nations, on the Ukrain-
ian Famine Commission and as Vice Chair-
man of the Select Committee on POWs. He 
organized successful ‘‘prisoner exchanges’’ 
which freed American citizens held in East 
Germany, Mozambique, Cuba and several 
other countries. 

The Civil Air Patrol is the official auxiliary of 
the U.S. Air Force. It was recognized for pro-
viding disaster relief and emergency services 
following natural and man-made disasters. 
The CAP performs 90 percent of continental 
U.S. inland search and rescue missions as 
tasked by the Air Force Regional Coordination 
Center. It was credited with saving 113 lives in 
fiscal year 2010. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating H.H. Dorje Chang Buddha III, 
Hon. Benjamin Gilman and the Civil Air Patrol 
for receiving these awards. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICK MULVANEY 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 29, 2011 

Mr. MULVANEY. Mr. Speaker, I missed roll-
call No. 612 on July 21, 2011. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yes.’’ 
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