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an advisory capacity.”’” But life does not give
us the option of Advisory Capacity.

Tolstoy wrote in War and Peace that in a
battle, one man throwing down his weapon
and running away can panic a whole army,
and in a panic, one man lifting up the flag
and running back toward the enemy can
rally a whole army, and no one but God
knows what will happen, and when.

What if prayer is the way to glimpse God’s
true intentions—the divine purpose for each
of us? I'm no theologian. I'm not looking for
logic; I'm only trying to find an under-
standing for my experience that prayer mat-
ters. Does it change the mind of God? I don’t
know. I can only tell you that it changes me.

When I was a boy we sang a hymn called
“Footsteps of Jesus.”” Not everyone grew up
as I did. I'm sometimes described as a rarity,
a filmmaker who might speak freely about
prayer. But really I'm not so unusual. All of
us dreamers in Hollywood are keenly aware
of the falseness of fame, the fleeting nature
of beauty, the illusions of power. And when I
pray with or for my friends, my first concern
is not whether they follow the footsteps of
Jesus, but whether I do.

If I've led you to believe my life is any ex-
ample of righteousness, then maybe you're
not familiar with the Tennessee talent for
stretching the truth. And even if I could
have stolen Mrs. Carter’s Bible, I couldn’t
have kept it. You might own the pages but
you don’t own the Bible until you’'ve lived it.

Some of you here lead nations. Some of
you here lead the world. All of us here have
one heart inside us, and it is in that one
heart where the whole battle is fought.

There are as many ways to approach the
great questions of life as there are people on
the earth. But every one of us must stand
alone before all that made us, and all that
we have been, and that we might be. And
dying in your bed, many years from now,
would you not trade all the days from that
day to this for one chance, just one chance,
to open your heart before God Almighty, and
to tell Him, ‘I will lose my life, and I will
find it by loving in all the ways You lead my
heart to love.”

You have a prayer, pray it. Amen.

Congressman Miller: Thank you, Randall.
Thank you for inspiring all of us. And now it
is my honor to introduce my President, our
President, the President of the United States
of America. We have an expression in Florida
that you can walk shoulder to shoulder with
someone even if you don’t see eye to eye.
That’s the prayerful spirit in which we gath-
er today. It is the genius of our founders that
we have one President at a time and it is the
higher genius of the Scriptures that we are
to pray for our leaders that we may all lead
quiet and peaceable lives. Mr. President,
first we thank you for your attendance and
the strong support that you have given this
event and all of the activities that surround
it. I speak for all members of Congress here
and for millions across our country and
around the world, we pray for you each day
as you lead our country. Ladies and gentle-
men, the President of the United States,
Barack Obama.

President Barack Obama: Thank you so
much. To the co-chairs, Jeff and Ann; to all
the members of Congress who are here, the
distinguished guests who have traveled so far
to be here this morning; to Randall for your
wonderful stories and powerful prayer; to all
who are here providing testimony, thank you
so much for having me and Michelle here. We
are blessed to be here.

I want to begin by just saying a word to
Mark Kelly, who’s here. We have been pray-
ing for Mark’s wife, Gabby Giffords, for
many days now. But I want Gabby and Mark
and their entire family to know that we are
with them for the long haul, and God is with
them for the long haul.
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And even as we pray for Gabby in the after-
math of a tragedy here at home, we’re also
mindful of the violence that we’re now see-
ing in the Middle East, and we pray that this
violence in Egypt will end and that the
rights and aspirations of the Egyptian people
will be realized and that a better day will
dawn over Egypt and throughout the world.

For almost 60 years going back to Presi-
dent Eisenhower, this gathering has been at-
tended by our President. It’s a tradition that
I'm proud to uphold, not only as a fellow be-
liever but as an elected leader whose entry
into public service was actually through the
church. This may come as a surprise, for as
some of you know, I did not come from a par-
ticularly religious family. My father, who I
barely knew—I only met once for a month in
my entire life—was said to be a non-believer
throughout his life.

My mother, whose parents were Baptist
and Methodist, grew up with a certain skep-
ticism about organized religion, and she usu-
ally only took me to church on Easter and
Christmas—sometimes. And yet my mother
was also one of the most spiritual people
that I ever knew. She was somebody who was
instinctively guided by the Golden Rule and
who nagged me constantly about the home-
spun values of her Kansas upbringing, values
like honesty and hard work and kindness and
fair play.

And it’s because of her that I came to un-
derstand the equal worth of all men and all
women, and the imperatives of an ethical life
and the necessity to act on your beliefs. And
it’s because of her example and guidance
that despite the absence of a formal religious
upbringing my earliest inspirations for a life
of service ended up being the faith leaders of
the civil rights movement.

There was, of course, Martin Luther King
and the Baptist leaders, the ways in which
they helped those who had been subjugated
to make a way out of no where, and trans-
form a nation through the force of love.
There are also Catholic leaders like Father
Theodore Heshburg and Jewish leaders like
Rabi Abraham Joshua Heschel, Muslim lead-
ers and Hindu leaders. Their call to fix what
was broken in our world, a call routed in
faith, is what led me just a few years out of
college to sign up as a community organizer
for a group of churches on the Southside of
Chicago. And it was through that experience
working with pastors and laypeople trying to
heal the wounds of hurting neighborhoods
that I came to know Jesus Christ for myself
and embrace Him as my Lord the Savior.

Now, that was over 20 years ago. And like
all of us, my faith journey has had its twists
and turns. It hasn’t always been a straight
line. I have thanked God for the joys of par-
enthood and Michelle’s willingness to put up
with me. In the wake of failures and dis-
appointments, I have questioned what God
had in store for me and have been reminded
that God’s plans for us may not always
match our own short-sided desires. And let
me tell you, these past two years, they have
deepened my faith. The presidency has a
funny way of making a person feel the need
to pray. Abe Lincoln said, as many of you
know, ‘I have been driven to my knees many
times by the overwhelming conviction that I
have no place else to go.”

Fortunately, I'm not alone in my prayers.
My pastor friends like Joel Hunter and T.D.
Jakes come over to the Oval Office every
once in a while to pray with me and to pray
for the nation. The chapel at Camp David
has provided consistent respite for fellow-
ship. The director of our Faith-based and
Neighborhood Partnership’s office, Joshua
DuBois, a young minister himself, starts my
morning off with meditations from Scrip-
ture.

Most of all, I've got friends around the
country—some who I know, some who I don’t

July 29, 2011

know—but I know there are friends who are
out there praying for me. One of them is an
old friend named Kaye Wilson. In our family
we call her Mama Kaye. And she happens to
be Malia and Sasha’s Godmother. And she
has organized prayer circles for me all
around the country. She started small with
her own Bible study group, but once I started
running for President, and she heard what
they were saying about me on cable, she felt
the need to pray harder. By the time I was
elected President, she said, “I just couldn’t
keep up on my own. I was having to pray
eight, nine times a day just for you.” So she
enlisted help from around the country.

It’s also comforting to know that people
are praying for you who don’t always agree
with you. Tom Coburn, for example, is here.
He is not only a dear friend but also a broth-
er in Christ. We came into the Senate at the
same time. Even though we are on opposite
sides of a whole bunch of issues, part of what
has bound us together is a shared faith, a
recognition that we pray to and serve the
same God. And I keep praying that God will
show him the light and he will vote with me
once in a while. It’s going to happen, Tom. A
ray of light is going to beam down.

My Christian faith then has been a sus-
taining force for me over these last few
years. All the more so, when Michelle and I
hear our faith questioned from time to time,
we are reminded that ultimately what mat-
ters is not what other people say about us
but whether we’re being true to our con-
science and true to our God. ‘‘Seek first his
Kingdom and his righteousness and all these
things will be given to you as well.”

As I travel across the country folks often
ask me—what is it that I pray for? And like
most of you, my prayers sometimes are gen-
eral: ‘“‘Lord, give me the strength to meet
the challenges of my office.” Sometimes
they’re specific: ‘“‘Lord, give me patience as I
watch Malia go to her first dance where
there will be boys. Lord, have that skirt get
longer as she travels to that dance.”

But while I petition God for a whole range
of things, there are a few common themes
that do occur. The first category of prayer
comes out of the urgency of the Old Testa-
ment prophets and the Gospel itself. I pray
for my ability to help those who are strug-
gling. Christian tradition teaches that one
day the world will be turned right side up
and everything will return as it should be.
But until that day, we’re called to work on
behalf of a God that shows justice and mercy
and compassion to the most vulnerable.

———
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Mr. MCINTYRE.

We’ve seen a lot of hardship these past two
years. Not a day passes when I don’t get a
letter from somebody or meet someone who
is out of work, or has lost their home or are
without health care. The story Randall told
about his father—that’s a story that a whole
lot of Americans have gone through over
these past couple of years.

Sometimes I can’t help right away. Some-
times what I can do to try to improve the
economy or to curb foreclosures or to help
deal with the health care system—sometimes
it seems so distant and so remote, so pro-
foundly inadequate to the enormity of the
need. And it is my faith, then, that Biblical
injunction to serve the least of these, that
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keeps me going and that keeps me from
being overwhelmed. It’s faith that reminds
me that despite being just one very imper-
fect man, I can still help whoever I can, how-
ever I can, wherever I can, for as long as I
can, and that somehow God will buttress
these efforts.

It also helps to know that none of us are
alone in answering this call. It’s being taken
up each and every day by so many of you—
back home, your churches, your temples and
synagogues, your fellow congregants—so
many faith groups across this great country
of ours.

I came upon a group recently called char-
ity: water, a group that supports clean water
projects overseas. This is a project that was
started by a former night club promoter
named Scott Harrison who grew weary of liv-
ing only for himself and feeling like he
wasn’t following Christ as well as he should.

And because of Scott’s good work, charity:
water has helped 1.7 million people get ac-
cess to clean water. And in the next 10 years,
he plans to make clean water accessible to a
hundred million more. That’s the kind of
promoting we need more of, and that’s the
kind of faith that moves mountains. And
there are stories like that scattered across
this room, of people who have taken it upon
themselves to make a difference.

Now, sometimes faith groups can do the
work of caring for the least of these on their
own; sometimes they need a partner, wheth-
er it’s in business or government. And that’s
why my administration has taken a fresh
look at the way we organize with faith
groups, the way we work with faith groups
through our Office of Faith-based and Neigh-
borhood Partnerships.

And through that office, we’re expanding
the way faith groups can partner with our
government. We’re helping them feed more
kids who otherwise would go hungry. We're
helping fatherhood groups get dads the sup-
port they need to be there for their children.
We’re working with non-profits to improve
the lives of people around the world. And
we’'re doing it in ways that are aligned with
our constitutional principles. And in this
work, we intend to expand it in the days
ahead, rooted in the notions of partnership
and justice and the imperatives to help the
poor.

Of course, there are some needs that re-
quire more resources than faith groups have
at their disposal. There’s only so much a
church can do to help all the families in
need—all those who need help making a
mortgage payment, or avoiding foreclosure,
or making sure their child can go to college.
There is only so much that a non-profit can
do to help a community rebuild in the wake
of disaster. There is only so much the pri-
vate sector will do to help folks who are des-
perately sick get the care that they need.

And that’s why I continue to believe that
in a caring and in a just society, government
must have a role to play; that our values,
our love and our charity must find expres-
sion, not just in our families, not just in our
places of work and our places of worship, but
also in our government and in our politics.

Over the past two years, the nature of
these obligations, the proper role of govern-
ment has obviously been the subject of enor-
mous controversy. And the debates have
been fierce as one side’s version of compas-
sion and community may be interpreted by
the other side as an oppressive and irrespon-
sible expansion of the state or an unaccept-
able restriction on individual freedom.

That’s why a second recurring theme in
my prayers is a prayer for humility. God an-
swered this prayer for me early on by having
me marry Michelle. Because whether it’s re-
minding me of a chore undone, or ques-
tioning the wisdom of watching my third
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football game in a row on Sunday, she keeps
me humble.

But in this life of politics when debates
have become so bitterly polarized, and
changes in the media lead so many of us to
listen and reinforce our existing biases, it’s
useful to go back to Scripture to remind our-
selves that none of us has all the answers—
none of us, no matter what our political
party or our station in life.

The full breadth of human knowledge is
like a grain of sand in God’s hands. There are
some mysteries in this world we cannot fully
comprehend. As it is written in Job, “God’s
voice thunders in marvelous ways. He does
great things beyond our understandings.”

The challenge I find then is to balance this
uncertainty, this humility with the need to
fight for deeply held convictions, to be open
to other points of view but firm in our core
principles. And I pray for this wisdom every
day.

I pray that God will show me and all of us
the limits of our understanding, and open
our ears and our hearts to our brothers and
sisters with different points of view; that
such reminders of our shared hopes and our
shared dreams and our shared limitations as
children of God will reveal a way forward
that we can travel together.

And the last recurrent theme, one that
binds all prayers together, is that I might
walk closer with God and make that walk
my first and most important task.

In our own lives it’s easy to be consumed
by our daily worries and our daily concerns.
And it is even easier at a time when every-
body is busy, everybody is stressed and ev-
erybody—our culture—is obsessed with
wealth and power and celebrity. And often it
takes a brush with hardship or tragedy to
shake us out of that, to remind us of what
matters most.

We see an aging parent wither under a long
illness, or we lose a daughter or a husband in
Afghanistan, we watch a gunman open fire at
a supermarket—and we remember how fleet-
ing life can be. And we ask ourselves how we
have treated others, whether we’ve told our
family and friends how much we love them.
And it’s in these moments, when we feel
most intensely our mortality and our own
flaws and the sins of the world, that we most
desperately seek to touch the face of God.

So my prayer this morning is that we
might seek His face not only in those mo-
ments, but each and every day; and every
day as we go through the hustle and bustle of
our lives, whether it’s in Washington or Hol-
lywood or anywhere in between, that we
might every so often rise above the here and
now and kneel before the Eternal; that we
might remember, Kaye, the fact that those
who wait on the Lord will soar on wings like
eagles, they will run and not be wary and
they will walk and not faint.

When I wake in the morning, I wait on the
Lord, and I ask Him to give me the strength
to do right by our country and its people.
And when I go to bed at night I wait on the
Lord and ask him to forgive me my sins, and
look after my family and the American peo-
ple, and make me an instrument of His will.

I say these prayers hoping they will be an-
swered, and I say these prayers knowing that
I must work and must sacrifice and must
serve to see them answered. But I also say
these prayers knowing that the act of prayer
itself is a source of strength. It is a reminder
that our time on Earth is not just about us;
that when we open ourselves to the possi-
bility that God might have a larger purpose
for our lives, there is a chance that some-
how, in ways that we may never fully know,
God will use us well.

May the Lord bless you and keep you, and
may He bless this country that we love.

[Song by Alison Krauss]
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Congresswoman Kirkpatrick: Thank you so
much, Alison. It has been quite a morning.

Congressman Miller: We are grateful to all
of our head table guests and our distin-
guished visitors around the world. We all
hope you have something powerful to think
about and apply to your leadership chal-
lenges wherever you may live.

Congresswoman Kirkpatrick: Prayer is a
powerful thing because we all are connected
to a powerful loving God. We are all brought
to this place and this moment for a reason
and it is our responsibility to figure out
what we can do to spread the message of
hope and faith we received today. One of the
things we perhaps all have noticed is that in
the world that God has made almost always
where there is tragedy, there is also a release
of great love. People across the country and
around the world have been focused on the
terrible senseless shooting 26 days ago in
Tucson. It has made us all ask, why, and ex-
amine what we can do to make the world
where such things don’t happen.

Congressman Miller: Most of us have said
our prayers for the life and the recovery of
all of the victims and especially our col-
league Gabby Giffords. This morning we get
to pray with her husband Captain Mark
Kelly. Captain, we thank you for your own
service to our country. As a member of the
United States Navy and as an astronaut, we
thank you for being here to lead us in our
closing prayer.

Captain Mark Kelly: Congresswoman Kirk-
patrick, Congressman Miller, thank you for
inviting me here today. I am not so sure I
can thank you for having me follow Jose
Enriquez, Randall Wallace and the President
of the United States, though. What allowed
me to be here today, I think, is Gabby’s con-
dition. It continues to improve. Every day
she gets a little bit better and the neuro-
surgeons and neurologists tell me that that
is a great sign. The slope of that curve is
very important. It is good to be here at an
event that has become such an important
part of our national dialogue. As you can
imagine, the last month has been the hardest
time of my life and the hardest time of my
family’s life. It was on January 8th, just four
weeks ago on Saturday, that Gabby’s life and
my life have forever been changed. And we
are not the only ones; the shooting has cost
other families dearly. Gabby’s community in
Tucson, my community in Tucson, the peo-
ple of Tucson are suffering. Suffering deeply,
but suffering together. When something like
this happens it’s natural to think, how? Why
could this happen? Why were six people
killed? Why was a nine year old girl, an inno-
cent child, killed who just wanted to meet
her Congresswoman? Why was Gabby shot
through her head and left barely clinging to
life? We can’t ever know the answers to
these questions. We won’t. But, thankfully,
miraculously, Gabby survives.

I was telling Gabby just the other night,
two nights ago that maybe this event, this
terrible event, was fate. I hadn’t been a big
believer in fate until recently. I thought the
world just spins and the clock just ticks and
things happen for no particular reason.
President Lincoln was a big believer in fate.
He said ‘‘the Almighty has His own pur-
poses.” He believed that there was a larger
plan. I can only hope and I told Gabby the
other night that maybe it is possible that
this is just one small part of that same plan.
That this event, horrible and tragic, was not
merely random, that maybe something good
can come from all this. Maybe, it’s our re-
sponsibility. Maybe it’s your responsibility
to see that something does.

As many of you know, I'm an astronaut.
I've been fortunate on three separate occa-
sions in my life to look down at this planet
from space. We orbit the earth at about near-
ly the same distance that Washington is
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from my home in West Orange, New Jersey—
but from space far above that traffic on the
New Jersey Turnpike, you have an entirely
different perspective of life on our planet.

It’s humbling to see the earth as God cre-
ated it in the context of God’s vast universe.
Many of you may also know that my twin
brother Scott is also an astronaut. And
through this very difficult time, he has been
aboard the International Space Station. It’s
a really tough place to be when your twin
brother and your family, and the nation, is
going through something that is so difficult.
He was asked by several journalists what it’s
been like to be so far away and unable to re-
turn to his family during this time, and I
think what he said bears repeating. Scott
said, ‘““What we do here in space is incredibly
challenging. Our country faces a lot of chal-
lenges and the way we address those chal-
lenges is through teamwork. And I'd like to
see more teamwork with more people not
only in government but everyone in meeting
the challenges our country faces. Hopefully
if anything good can come from this, it’s
that we learn to work better together.”
Scott concluded by saying, ‘“We are better
than this. We must do better.”” My brother is
right, I know we will do better, and I know
that prayer must be part of that effort.

One morning when Gabby was still in Tuc-
son at the Tucson University Medical Cen-
ter, I was outside visiting that memorial
that just sprung up on the grass in front of
the hospital. It isn’t a formal religious site
but there is a lot of religious material that
people left there on the lawn—Bibles, angels,
prayers. And the people of Arizona have
turned that place into a place of prayer, a
pilgrimage site. On that particular morning
there was no wind, there were candles burn-
ing on the lawn, hundreds of them, and it
was like stepping into a church, a place with
heaven itself as a ceiling. That reminded me
that you don’t need a church, a temple or a
mosque to pray. You don’t even need a build-
ing or walls or even an altar. You pray where
you are. You pray when God is there in your
heart and prayer isn’t just asking, it’s also
listening for answers and expressing grati-
tude, which I've done a lot lately.

With that, I'd like to conclude with a pray-
er that my wife’s Rabbi, Rabbi Stephanie
Aaron who married us, said over Gabby’s
hospital bed on the first night when this hap-
pened on January 8. Rabbi Aaron said, and
this is my prayer:

“In the name of God, our God of Israel,
may Michael, God’s angel, messenger of com-
passion, watch over your right side. May Ga-
briel, God’s angel, messenger of strength and
courage, be on your left. And before you,
guiding your path, Uriel, God’s angel of
light, and behind you, supporting you, stands
Raphael, God’s angel of healing. And over
your head surrounding you is the presence of
the Divine.”

Thank you. God bless you and please,
please, please continue to keep Gabby’s
thoughts and prayers in your heart, it is
really helping. Thank you.

Congressman Miller: I would ask that you
all remain in your places to allow the Presi-
dent and the First Lady to depart. Thank
you so much for coming Mr. President and
thank you for bringing Mrs. Obama with you
today.

Congresswoman Kirkpatrick: Jeff, it’s been
quite a morning, and thank you again for
being co-chair with me on this. Thank you
and God bless you and now go and make
peace.
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OPPOSITION TO H.R. 2417 “BETTER
USE OF LIGHT BULBS ACT”

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 29, 2011

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, | am com-
pelled to rise in strong opposition to H.R.
2417, the “Better Use of Light Bulbs Act.” |
oppose the “Bulb Act” because it is costly to
taxpayers, harmful to the environment and an
impediment to technological innovation. In
short, H.R. 2417, the “Bulb” act should be re-
jected. It is unnecessary and, to put it simply,
not a bright idea.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation is a thinly veiled
attempt to reverse the advances made by the
“Energy Independence and Security Act,”
passed by the Democratic controlled 111th
Congress. In fact, the original 2007 light bulb
efficiency language was co-sponsored by Rep.
UPTON, R-Mich., and then-House Speaker
Dennis Hastert, lll. Of the 95 Republicans who
originally voted for the new energy standards
in 2007, 55 of them remain in office, including
the current chair of the Energy and Commerce
Committee and several members of the Re-
publican leadership. House Energy and Com-
merce Chairman FRED UPTON and Republican
leaders CATHY MCMORRIS RODGERS, PETER
ROSKAM and PETE SESSIONS. It was a good
idea then and is a good idea now. | was proud
to vote for that bill and oppose this effort to
undo it.

Mr. Speaker, the “Energy and Independ-
ence Act” did not ban incandescent bulbs; it
spurred innovation and economic growth. This
growth is put at risk by H.R. 2417. In my
home state of California, light bulb standards
have spurred innovation and economic growth.
It does this not by banning incandescent
bulbs, but rather investing in innovative tech-
nologies such as advanced incandescent,
compact fluorescent lights (CFLs) and light-
emitting diodes (LEDS). These policies trans-
late into significant cost savings for American
households; H.R. 2417 does not.

Second, the energy efficiency standards
threatened by H.R. 2417 translate into huge
cost savings for Americans. The standards
would save American families, businesses and
the country more than $12.5 billion annually,
reducing Americans’ energy costs by an aver-
age of 7 percent or about $85 per household
each year. In California, standards have al-
ready resulted in tens of billions of dollars in
utility bill savings for its citizens.

Studies have documented that energy effi-
cient bulbs would save the average California
household $125 a year, while the reliance on
inefficient bulbs would cost consumers $35.6
million in unnecessary and unreasonably high-
er electricity bills.

Mr. Speaker, this bill is harmful to the envi-
ronment. The efficiency standards that H.R.
2417 would repeal have been shown to re-
duce harmful greenhouse gas emissions.
Thus, it is not surprising that H.R. 2417 is
strongly opposed by environmental groups like
Environment America, the Environmental De-
fense Fund, and the Natural Resources De-
fense Fund. They understand the detrimental,
long-term effects that a repeal of H.R. 2417
would have on our environment, and what that
means for the quality of life of our children and
families nationwide.
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Efficient light bulbs decrease the level of
harmful air pollution by 100 million tons of car-
bon pollution per year. That is the equivalent
to the emissions of 17 million cars. H.R. 2417
would dismantle what have proven to be suc-
cessful efforts at reducing harmful emissions
associated with much-needed energy produc-
tion and job creation.

Finally, and most importantly, H.R. 2417 will
impede new job creation in America. The new
standards that H.R. 2417 would repeal are al-
ready prompting manufacturers to build new
U.S. plants. Nationally, more than 2,000 jobs
have already been created at new factories
across the country, including Pennsylvania,
Ohio, North Carolina, Florida and my home
state, California. We need to adopt policies
that will create jobs, not jeopardize them as
H.R. 2417 does.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2417 is a dim idea that
should not see the light of day. Because | am
focused on spurring innovation, conserving en-
ergy, protecting the environment and creating
jobs, | strongly oppose H.R. 2417, and urge
my colleagues to do likewise.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ADAM SMITH

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 29, 2011

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, on
Friday, July 22, and Monday, July 25, 2011, |
was unable to be present for recorded votes
due to a family commitment. | request the
record show that had | been present, | would
have voted “yes” on rolicall vote No. 629 (on
passage of H.R. 2551), “no” on rollcall vote
No. 630 (on agreeing to the resolution H. Res.
363), and “yes” on rollcall vote No. 631 (on
approving the journal).

———

TRIBUTE TO PIETRO SAMBI,
APOSTOLIC NUNCIOTO TO THE U.S.

HON. JOHN B. LARSON

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 29, 2011

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, it
is with a heavy heart that | rise today to inform
my colleagues of the recent passing of The
Most Reverend Pietro Sambi, who was the Tit-
ular Archbishop of Bellicastrum and the Apos-
tolic Nuncio to the United States, on July 27
at Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore. He
was 73 years old.

Archbishop Sambi was born in Sogliano at
Rubicone (Forli-Cesena), ltaly on the 27th day
of June, 1938. He was a respected scholar
who had doctorates in both theology and
canon law and spoke ltalian, English, French
and Spanish. He was ordained to the priest-
hood for the Roman Catholic Diocese of San
Marino-Montefeltro on March 14, 1964, and
began his distinguished career in the diplo-
matic service of the Vatican’s Secretariat of
State in 1969.

His overseas assignments included sen-
sitive postings to Cameroon, Cuba, Algeria,
Nicaragua, Belgium, India, Indonesia and Cy-
prus. In 2000, Archbishop Sambi led discus-
sions with Israeli religious and political leaders
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