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Through their Children’s Education Program,
the Foundation has put ideas into action and
created effective ways of preventing the un-
necessary and heart rending death or harm to
innocent children. One innovation in particular
is the videogame Undercover UXO (shorthand
for unexploded ordinance). It is an interactive,
aged appropriate tool targeted that helps bring
awareness to the children of the dangers land
mines and other unexploded ordnance.

Golden West Humanitarian Foundation’s
work is critical to saving lives in Cambodia
and around the world. The Foundation has
more than a decade of experience making the
world a safer place. | urge my colleagues to
join me in honoring the Golden West Humani-
tarian Foundation and thanking them for the
work that they do.

HONORING DORSEY’S LOCKER

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 29, 2011

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
the 70th Anniversary of the Dorsey family’s
service to the greater Bay Area, and their his-
toric soul food restaurant Dorsey’s Locker,
which has become an important cultural insti-
tution within the African-American community
in Oakland, California.

During a week-long community celebration
of the restaurant’s 70 years in business, we
reflect upon the unique role that Dorsey’s
Locker and the Dorsey family have played in
preserving a venue for authentic foods, spo-
ken word artists, burgeoning comedians and
diverse music.

In 1941, Mr. and Mrs. Henry and Wilma
Dorsey opened the family restaurant in West
Oakland. The business relocated in 1956 to
Bosn’s Locker on nearby Shattuck Avenue,
where Clarence Dorsey, with the assistance of
brothers Tom, Armstead and Jack, supervised
the addition of a cocktail lounge. The res-
taurant received another personalized addition
3 years later, when Martin Luther Dorsey ar-
rived in Oakland from Texas to build the Lock-
er’s existing bar by hand.

Mr. and Mrs. Dorsey continued to provide
“Texas-Style” soul food until Henry’s death.
Dorsey’s Bosn Locker was sold in 1986, only
to be re-opened in 1996 by the next genera-
tion of the Dorsey family, under Dorsey & As-
sociates, Inc.

Currently, Dorsey’s Locker is owned by
Donald Dorsey and features daily signature
soul food specials and a wide variety of fea-
tured entertainment at no extra cost. Whether
enjoying live poetry, comedy, karaoke, reggae,
or R&B performances during the Locker’s
nightly supper club, patrons have a familiar
space to dine, unwind and enjoy a tried and
true Oakland experience.

On behalf of California’s 9th Congressional
District, | want to extend my congratulations
on this important milestone. Thank you, Dor-
sey family and the Dorsey’s Locker commu-
nity, for all that you do. Through your hard
work, generosity and perseverance, so many
have built memories, made history, and added
to the rich cultural heritage that we share. |
wish you enduring success and prosperity as
you continue to nourish the bodies, hearts and
minds of our community.
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ESTABLISHING SPECIAL ENVOY
FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM IN
THE NEAR EAST AND SOUTH
CENTRAL ASIA

SPEECH OF

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 27, 2011

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to oppose yet
another of our misguided foreign policy initia-
tives. Of course none of us favors religious
persecution, here or abroad, but how would
we feel if Iran, Israel, Afghanistan, or Irag—all
targeted by this bill—sent a government rep-
resentative here to dictate what our govern-
ment policies toward religious minorities
should be? In many parts of the world certain
religious institutions are financed by the state.
How would we feel if foreign governments de-
manded that we abide by such practices? In
short, it is arrogant and counterproductive to
attempt to impose our values—which we sadly
do not always live up to—onto nations over-
seas. | certainly believe that people should
have the right to worship as they wish without
government interference, but it would be far
better for us to lead the rest of the world by
example than by the implied force of a “spe-
cial envoy.”

Finally, | find it disturbing but sadly telling
that on the day we are debating our dire fiscal
condition and contemplating the implications of
reaching the debt ceiling we nevertheless do
not hesitate to obligate taxpayer dollars to
fund yet another new boondoggle overseas.
This bill will spend another million dollars per
year for the special envoy and his staff to trav-
el throughout the Middle East and South Cen-
tral Asia lecturing foreign governments on reli-
gious policy. What a waste.

———

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2012

SPEECH OF

HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 25, 2011

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2584) making ap-
propriations for the Department of the Inte-
rior, environment, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2012, and
for other purposes:

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Chair, | rise today in
support of funding for the National Endowment
for the Humanities. As a former President of
the Southern Nevada Public Broadcasting Sta-
tion, | have long been an advocate of funding
our Nation’s cultural agencies. Arts and hu-
manities play a valuable role in my home
State of Nevada, not only because they enrich
our culture, but also because they create
much-needed jobs in our communities.

Programs funded by the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities are particularly critical
to enhancing the quality of K-12 education in
Nevada. In 2010, Nevada Humanities pro-
duced and supported programs that reached
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228 K-12 educators and nearly 55,000 K-12
student participants throughout the State. The
humanities play an important role in preparing
our students for the future, encouraging them
to seek knowledge and wisdom and to reflect
on the values and traditions that have shaped
this great Nation.

The study of arts and humanities enriches
our knowledge about our world and the value
of different cultures, which is essential in to-
day’s global economy. These efforts preserve
the great accomplishments of the past, help
us understand the present, and bring clarity
and insight to the future. Providing funding for
humanities programs is a smart investment for
our Nation because it teaches our young peo-
ple to be thoughtful and well-rounded leaders
of tomorrow and creates much-needed jobs
today. As a proud member of the Congres-
sional Arts Caucus and a passionate patron of
the arts and humanities, | am committed to
protecting these investments now and for gen-
erations to come.

———

59TH NATIONAL PRAYER
BREAKFAST—PART I

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 29, 2011

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to submit the following:
59TH NATIONAL PRAYER BREAKFAST, THURS-
DAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2011, WASHINGTON, DC,
Co-CHAIRS, U.S. REPRESENTATIVE JEFF
MILLER, FORMER REPRESENTATIVE ANN
KIRKPATRICK

Congressman Jeff Miller: Good morning ev-
eryone. Welcome to the 59th National Prayer
Breakfast. I'm Congressman Jeff Miller from
the state of Florida and this is my co-chair,
Congresswoman Ann Kirkpatrick of Arizona.

Congresswoman Ann Kirkpatrick: Thank
you. Good morning to all of you and wel-
come. What an amazing collection of people
this morning and what an exciting oppor-
tunity we have. In this room this morning,
we have many of the U.S. members of the
House and Senate, distinguished judges and
members of the administration. We are also
joined by people of over 140 nations, parlia-
mentarians and heads of state from around
the world.

Congressman Miller: We are all here to
pray, to listen, to learn, to build new rela-
tionships for the good of the city of Wash-
ington, D.C., the United States and the
world. If you would, please bow your head
with me.

Lord, God of the universe of history and
each one of us here today, thank you that we
are here and more importantly that you are
here with us. We pray that the distractions
and worries we brought in here with us will
suddenly fade away so we can be present
with you and our neighbor today. May every-
thing we say and think and do in and around
this breakfast be pleasing to you. Change us
with your love and your truth. Thank you
for the physical food and the spiritual food
we are about to consume. In the wonderful
name of Jesus I pray, Amen.

Congresswoman Kirkpatrick: Jeff, I just
want to tell you it’s amazing that we got
this many people into this room for this
breakfast. Many of you have probably experi-
enced a very crowded elevator bank this
morning, and so my husband and I decided to
take the stairwell, and we ended up in the
kitchen. And I said, ‘“Well you know—go to
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the source.” But you know what—I always
like to thank our people who prepare our
food, our food servers. So, would you join me
in a round of applause to those who are serv-
ing us? Thank you.

I’'m now going to introduce the head table.
We are very honored to have Mr. Dudley
Hall, who is an associate with Ms. Alison
Krauss, Ms. Alison Krauss whose CD I have
in my Ford Explorer when I drive around
back in Arizona, Congressman Randy Forbes,
United States Secretary of Agriculture Tom
Vilsack, my good friend Congressman Larry
Kissell from North Carolina, Senator Jeff
Sessions, Vice President Biden, my husband
and the person who guides me throughout
my day—Roger Curley, our guest speaker
Randall Wallace. We will have the President
and Mrs. Obama in a little bit. We have Mrs.
Miller, Jeff’s wife, Senator Mark Pryor, Jose
Enriquez from the Chilean miners, Alfredo
Cooper who is the chaplain of the President
of Chile, Senator Kay Hagan, and Captain
Mark Kelly, the husband of my dear col-
league Congresswoman Gabriel Giffords.
Please enjoy each other’s company and your
breakfast, thank you.

[President Obama Enters]

Announcer: Ladies and gentlemen, the
President of the United States and Mrs.
Michelle Obama.

Congresswoman Kirkpatrick: The vision of
this breakfast was first cast by President Ei-
senhower and the members of a small weekly
breakfast group that met in the Senate and
House. As they experienced the warmth and
strength of praying together, they decided to
share the experience with the country and
eventually the world.

Congressman Miller: That small group in
the Senate and its counterpart in the House
continues to meet over five decades later.
What we’re doing this morning is just a big
public version of what we do in private as
members of Congress every single week that
Congress is in session.

Congresswoman Kirkpatrick: We are happy
to report that small groups like this have
sprung up in parliaments in almost 200 coun-
tries. And many countries and regions of the
world hold annual prayer breakfasts just like
this one. Isn’t it encouraging that people all
over the world with very different languages,
cultures and ideas can be united in prayer?

Congressman Miller: With us this morning
are the President of Equatorial Guinea, His
Excellency Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo
and the President of Macedonia, His Excel-
lency Gjorge Ivanov. We’ve also received a
letter that I would like to read a couple of
excerpts from, from his Majesty King
Abdullah II to the National Prayer Break-
fast.

“In the name of God, the compassionate,
the merciful, Mr. President, my dear friends.
The National Prayer Breakfast brings to-
gether people each year not only in fellow-
ship but in earnest prayer that our genera-
tion may do God’s good will on earth. I am
honored to join your endeavor by letter this
morning as I joined you in person just five
years ago. We are also linked not only by be-
lief but also, and more basically, our com-
mon humanity. However, it is only by truly
understanding the best in our faiths and in
our common humanity that we can serve
God and protect our children’s future. In this
vein, Jordan has a long and proud heritage of
tolerance and moderation. Today Jordanians
are working systematically and boldly to ex-
pand the zone of understanding and dialogue
around the world.”

Now as you might imagine, in our House
prayer breakfast we don’t all agree on every-
thing. In fact, we disagree strongly on many
of the issues of today’s time. But the beauty
of our prayer breakfast group is that we can
pray together in spite of all of our dif-
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ferences. Prayer is a powerful reconciling
force. Just because we can’t resolve every
issue doesn’t mean we can’t have strong rela-
tionships together.

Congresswoman Kirkpatrick: Jesus said,
‘‘Blessed are the peacemakers.”” He didn’t
say peace lovers because we all love peace.
He said, ‘‘Peacemakers.” It is the obligation
of all of us to be peacemakers. Events like
the tragedy in Tucson, in my home state of
Arizona, and the turmoil in the Middle East
today make it clear we have a lot of work to
do and prayer is the best place to start.

Congressman Miller: Ann and I, along with
our colleagues, have worked all year long to
provide you an uplifting and encouraging ex-
perience this morning. We hope you receive
it in faith and think about how a small pray-
er breakfast group or a big event just like
this one might change your life, your leader-
ship and the place you call home.

Congresswoman Kirkpatrick: Music has an
amazing power to touch our emotions and
lift our spirits. We are pleased to have with
us a supremely talented woman who will
give us a worshipful sense of just why we are
all here. With her violin and her voice, she
has won more Grammy Awards than any fe-
male artist. Here to join our hearts together
with her beautiful music, Alison Krauss.

[Song by Alison Krauss]

Congresswoman Kirkpatrick: Thank you,
Alison. Part of what makes service in the
House fascinating is all the different back-
grounds of people elected to serve here in
Washington. Most of you can remember a
civics, a government or a social studies
teacher who first taught how nations and
people come together to make decisions.

Congressman Miller: The people of North
Carolina sent a social studies teacher to rep-
resent them here. For our first reading from
the Holy Scripture, our friend and brother,
Representative Larry Kissell.

Representative Larry Kissell: Mr. Presi-
dent, good morning special guests. I will be
reading to you from the New Testament.
First I was asked to talk about briefly our
best hour of the week as we refer to it in the
House. This National Prayer Breakfast
began, as you’ve already heard, with mem-
bers of Congress meeting with President Ei-
senhower. Mr. President, we want to thank
you for continuing this tradition, it is so im-
portant. It is the best hour of the week when
members of the House can come together,
leave their burdens and cares at the door,
and fellowship, pray, laugh, talk and share.
It is the best hour of the week. I will be read-
ing to you from Luke Chapter 24, verses 13
through 16 and 28 through 31. You may recog-
nize this as the road to Emmaus story, a
time taking place right after the crucifixion
of Jesus.

‘“And, behold, two of them went that same
day to a village called Emmaus, which was
from Jerusalem about threescore furlongs.
And they talked together of all these things
which had happened. And it came to pass,
that, while they communed together and
reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and went
with them. But their eyes were holden that
they should not know him.”’

“And they drew nigh unto the village,
whither they went: and he made as though
he would have gone further. But they con-
strained Him, saying, Abide with us: for it is
toward evening, and the day is far spent. And
he went in to tarry with them. And it came
to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took
bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave it
to them. And their eyes were opened, and
they knew him; and he vanished out of their
sight.”

As we go through our walks of life, wheth-
er we are followers of Jesus or even of an-
other religion, it is through Jesus—his
words, his action, his love—that we have a
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way to come together. And we should always
walk as if we are going to meet a stranger
who is Jesus. Thank you, and God bless this
Scripture.

Congressman Miller: We will now hear
from our friends in the Senate prayer break-
fast group.

Senator Jeff Sessions: Good Morning. I'm
Jeff Sessions from Alabama, a Republican.

Senator Mark Pryor: And I'm Mark Pryor
of Arkansas, a Democrat.

Honorable Jeff Sessions: We’re here on be-
half of the Senate prayer breakfast to wel-
come you.

Senator Pryor: Yes, welcome and thank
you for being here this morning. Every
Wednesday that the United States Senate is
in session, a group of us meet for prayer and
fellowship.

Senator Sessions: This is a Senate tradi-
tion that has gone uninterrupted since the
1940’s, and all who participate in it will tell
you that it is the most meaningful period of
our week.

Senator Pryor: The Senate prayer break-
fast is a time when we can come together in
a non-partisan, non-sectarian, non-political
way and share our life experiences with one
another. Proverbs says, ‘“‘Just as iron sharp-
ens irons, so one man sharpens another.”
This is our weekly time of sharpening.

Senator Sessions: The same prayer break-
fast co-hosts the National Prayer Breakfast.
We are delighted to be here and we hope this
time together is a real blessing to you and
that you will continue to grow in your faith
as we seek to grow in ours. Maybe this morn-
ing will inspire you to start your own local
prayer breakfast.

Senator Pryor: Thanks again for being
here and if you could remember the Senate
and senators in your prayers, we would
greatly appreciate it.

Senator Sessions: Let me say Amen to
that. God bless you, welcome.

Congressman Miller: One of the messages
that we hope you will take home from this
breakfast is that members of Congress do
pray. You can tell your friends back home
you even saw one do it here. You also may
have read about the many caucuses that we
have in the House, the Congressional Black
Caucus, a Pro Trade Caucus, the Renewal
Energy Caucus, for example.

Congresswoman Kirkpatrick: What you
may not know is that we in the House have
what we call the Prayer Caucus, and we have
asked its leader, Representative Randy
Forbes of Virginia, to lead us in our prayer
for national leaders. Randy.

Representative Randy Forbes: Could you
join me as we pray for the leaders of our
country please? Lord, today we thank you
that even in the darkest times of our lives
your light will guide our way. We thank you
that no matter how many times we ignore
you, no matter how often we reject you, and
no matter how fervently we try to deny your
very existence, you have never stopped
speaking to us. This morning, we thank you
for our country and for the leaders of our
country. We pray that you will give them
hope, strength and wisdom and measure
enough to sustain those they lead. We pray
that you will not allow them to falter even
when the earth seems to shake around them.
We pray that through the noise of the world,
they will discern your words. And we pray
that you give them a heart to defend the
right of our nation to trust in you. But,
Lord, although we do not ask more of them
than they can do, that is why this day we
turn to you, as King Solomon did genera-
tions ago, and ask you, Lord, to heal our
land. We ask you to bless our leaders and we
ask you to continue to bless the United
States of America. Amen.

Congresswoman Kirkpatrick: Since much
of what our government does is raise and



E1450

spend money, it is good to have some people
around who know how to make wise deci-
sions with money.

Congressman Miller: So it’s good that the
people of North Carolina, again, sent us a
banker to provide us a reading from the Holy
Scriptures, Senator Kay Hagan.

59TH NATIONAL PRAYER
BREAKFAST—PART II

HON. W. TODD AKIN

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, July 29, 2011

Mr. AKIN.

Senator Kay Hagan: Thank you and good
morning. If I wasn’t here, and I was actually
back in my home state of North Carolina on
a Wednesday morning, I would attend a pray-
er breakfast with a small group of women at
my church. And I have asked them today to
pray for you and to lift all of you up in pray-
er and to pray for peace. I do want to read
from the Old Testament, Isaiah chapter 40
verses 28 through 31.

‘“‘Have you not known? Have you not
heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the
creator of the ends of the earth. He does not
faint or grow weary. His understanding is un-
searchable. He gives power to the faint and
strengthens the powerless. Even youth will
faint and be weary and the young will fall
exhausted but those who wait for the Lord
shall renew their strength. They shall mount
up with wings like eagles. They shall run and
not be weary and they shall walk and not
faint.”

Congressman Miller: Sometimes as busy
people we say that we are buried in our
work. Our next presenter knows the literal
meaning of the term. Along with 32 other
miners, he endured 69 days half a mile under
ground in a Chilean mine. The world mar-
veled at the technological achievement of
their rescue.

Congresswoman Kirkpatrick: Our guest
today brings us the story of how God pro-
tected and encouraged them until their res-
cue. Please welcome the man who led those
miners in worship and prayer throughout
those dark and fearful days, Jose Enriquez.
Translating for Jose will be the chaplain of
the President of Chile, Reverend Alfred Coo-
per. [Applause]

[Mr. Jose Enriquez]

Mr. Cooper translating for Mr. Enriquez:
First of all, greeting to President Obama and
all present, government authorities and
church authorities. My name is Jose
Enriquez. I thank God for being in this place.
I have come to give a testimony of what God
did in that mine of San Jose. On the 5th of
August, we were surprised by a rock fall and
an explosion, and we had to organize our-
selves down there to face this crisis. We had
many difficulties, but we were able to over-
come them. Organizing ourselves into a
democratic community, we voted 50 plus one
for every major decision and we went along
with it. We realized, however, that we only
had one alternative and that was God, him-
self. We were different creeds and different
churches, so I got them all in a circle and
began to teach the miners how to pray with
participative prayer. We made sure that each
one, in his own way, could pray and partici-
pate. And as we prayed, we began to know
the presence and blessing of God among us
down in the mine. We were strengthened and
our spirits were revived.

We had some serious problems. We had
very little food—for three days only, we had
no water and we had to sort out the jobs like
repairing the electrics and the piping. So we
decided that, unless we prayed and God did a
miracle, there would be no way out. And that
became our daily hope and comfort as we
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began to pray—that He would do miracles
among us and solve our problems.

The first 17 days were the worst, with no
communication with the outside world. But
we kept preaching the word of God. And God
was with us and among us and he began to
deal with us and teach and speak to us. He
began to reconcile the inevitable tensions
that occur in such a situation. And so in this
democratic, not secular democratic but
praying democratic, community God began
to reconcile us together. And so we would
get the one with the other and force them to
shake their hands and to become reconciled
and we maintained the peace and the com-
munity spirit down there that way. And then
we had the great miracle where the second
drill, the first one had passed us by, glanced
off a rock and broke in at exactly the right
level, at exactly the right angle to enable
our rescue. And then of course you know the
rest of the story—52 days of surviving down
there but now in touch with the outside
world. At last we were able to eat. We got
our beef steaks that we wanted, and we got
all our medication. And then, this was the
greatest blessing of all that came down that
small pipe, small Bibles, because those
fitted. They came down, and I then had a
Bible to speak from, and I could preach more
powerfully and profoundly from the very
word of God. There was one Bible for each
man with his name on it.

There is so much to tell you, dear folk.
And finally that day came when we were res-
cued. And even before we went up, I encour-
aged them to get on their knees and pray one
final time. Some wanted to dive into the cap-
sule and get out immediately. But we said,
no, hold it, wait one moment: we’'re going to
pray first. We had that final time of prayer
together. I said to them, brethren, we pray
to our God in a desperate situation, and he
answered our prayers. So now we wish to
pray and thank God and bless God for all the
help from all over the world. We blessed the
capsule and thanked God for the work that
so many had put into it—the many authori-
ties, politicians, our very President who
committed himself sparing no expense or ef-
fort to make sure we were found. And then
came that great day when we began to come
up one by one—which it seems all of you saw,
and the whole world was watching. We felt
the best way to express what we were feeling
was to wear this t-shirt that we sent to be
made, it said: “Thank you God. Thank you
Lord Jesus. Thank you for having saved us.”’
And then we came out to hug our wives and
loved ones. Glory to God!

Congresswoman Kirkpatrick: We know of
course that the President does not run the
government alone but draws the greatest tal-
ent from the 50 states to serve the people.
Tom Vilsack previously served as the Gov-
ernor of the State of Iowa and serves our na-
tion as our Secretary of Agriculture.

Congressman Miller: To pray for the lead-
ers of the world, Secretary Tom Vilsack.

Secretary Tom Vilsack: Let us bow our
heads and pray to the God who comforts us
and watches over us. For our world leaders,
our prayer is for them to remember and to
live the beatitudes. Blessed are the leaders
who are poor in spirit for theirs is the king-
dom of heaven. Blessed are the leaders who
are meek, for they and their people shall pos-
ses the earth. Blessed are the leaders who
mourn, for they and their people shall be
comforted. Blessed are the leaders who hun-
ger and thirst for justice, for they and their
people shall be satisfied. Blessed are the
leaders who are merciful, for they and their
people shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the
leaders who are clean of heart, for they and
their people shall see God. And blessed are
the leaders who are peacemakers, for they
and their people shall be called Children of
God. Blessed are the leaders who suffer per-
secution for justice sake, for theirs is the
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Kingdom of Heaven. Let us pray that our
world leaders do justice, love kindness and
walk the path according to God’s plan.
Amen.

Congresswoman Kirkpatrick: There may be
no more potent or effective force on good
earth than the power of story. There are
those precious few gifted artists who can
shape the ideas in histories of the human
struggle into the form that touches and
transforms us all. We have one such artist
among us this morning. Randall Wallace has
touched audiences around the world with his
cinematic masterpieces such as ‘“We Were
Soldiers,”’ ‘‘Secretariat,” my favorite,
“Pearl Harbor”’ and especially,
‘“Braveheart,” a tribute to his Scottish an-
cestor, William Wallace. We look forward to
receiving the power of the words he has cho-
sen to share with us this morning. Please
welcome Randall Wallace.

Mr. Randall Wallace: Mr. President, Mrs.
Obama, Mr. Vice President, members of Con-
gress, international guests, all of you here
today, it is a great honor for me to be with
you.

An introduction like this sort of covers me
with Hollywood glory, and whenever I am in-
troduced that way I feel compelled to tell a
story that relates exactly how glamorous I
am. My first big break in Hollywood was
when I was promoted to producer and sent to
take over a television show that was in trou-
ble. The ratings were low, the actors were
unhappy, and unhappiest of all was a gor-
geous young woman who had been Miss Uni-
verse. So, before I went out to meet them, I
bought what I considered the essential piece
of equipment for a producer: a strap to hold
my sunglasses so they could dangle around
my neck. My plan was to walk up, say, ‘‘Hi,
I'm Randall Wallace,” snap off my sun-
glasses, make my point, and then close with
a dramatic flourish by putting them on
again. I figured the actors would love it. So
I walked up to Miss Universe, said ‘“Hi, I'm
Randall Wallace,”” snapped off my glasses
and said, ‘“I know you’re not happy. You
haven’t been given enough to do. But I'm in
charge of this show now—the writing, direct-
ing, everything. So if you have any prob-
lems, you come to me.” And I snapped my
sunglasses back on. But while I was talking,
I’'d been fidgeting with my tie, and I did this.

There is no fallback position from that po-
sition. A friend told me it may have been the
first time in Hollywood history that an ac-
tress wondered whom she would have to se-
duce to get out of a job.

Movies are arguably America’s most influ-
ential export—but guys like me don’t seem
the obvious choice to speak at a prayer
breakfast. When I was directing ‘“We Were
Soldiers” at Fort Benning, Georgia, I found
time one weekend to drive over to visit
former President Carter’s Sunday lesson at
his home church in Plains. I asked a friend
who knew the Carters to save me a seat, and
when I arrived, I found the seat was right
next to Rosalyn Carter. Apparently, Mrs.
Carter, gracious Southern lady that she is,
had wanted to be sure I felt at home. I sat
down and Mr. Carter asked the congregation
to open their pew Bibles to a passage that
was the subject of his lesson. Now I grew up
in Baptist churches, and I was familiar with
the passage he was about to read. So I took
the chance to open the hymn book to check
on the lyrics of a hymn I was thinking of
using in our film. And as I was thumbing
through the hymn book, Mrs. Carter touched
my arm and handed me her Bible, opened to
the right passage. And I realized in that mo-
ment that Mrs. Carter had logically assumed
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