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Mike: Clean debt ceiling bill. Negotiate the
rest in appropriations with an eye toward bal-
ancing cuts and revenue increases. No raising
eligibility requirements. No benefit reductions.
Means testing, possibly. Perhaps raise SS cap
beyond $106,000 . . ..

Jean: Perhaps it would simply raise the debt
ceiling, as has been done so many times in
the past, without including the other crap that
the Tea Party idiots are so against. Then work
on THAT compromise, which will cut spending
AND raise taxes . . . especially on the rich to
add to their fair share. Or is that too easy?

Deborah: after the reports of multi billion
dollar profits from big oil this week it is time to
share with the government across the board
. . . The timing of these earnings is not ex-
actly ideal for the Republicans in Congress.

Debbie: What is the big deal on the debt
ceiling, really? Why can’t it be taken care of
as it has been in the past? Yes, | know we are
swimming in debt and yes, | know it has to be
reined in, but please, please, please not on
the backs of our elderly citizens. Does no one
in the Tea Party have a mother or father who
have social security and medicare as their
only source of income and health care? | find
the Tea Party’s newly elected House members
to be arrogant, self-serving and short-sighted.
Also, is every wealthy American a job pro-
ducer? The Republican party seems to think
so0, because to hear them tell it, raising taxes
on the wealthy will limit job growth; there are
so many loopholes for the wealthy, that they
pay only a fraction of their assessed taxes as
it is. Washington is broken and seems beyond
fixing, short of ditching everybody up there
and starting over again, and | know that's not
a fix either.

Jane: There are not enough taxes that could
possibly be collected to pay off our debt! Just
stop the spending! Obama is running this
country into the ground! Wake up people un-
less you like the idea of losing everything. Not
hard to figure out.

Stacey: A bipartisan balanced budget would:
(1) pass a clean increase to the debt ceiling
(NO riders or deals attached). (2) Increase in
revenues by increasing the tax brackets to
pre-Reagan levels. OR by making a 9% flat
tax for all Americans, no deductions. (3) Re-
duce spending by scaling back on foreign
wars. (4) Reducing Washington waste, Sen-
ators and Representatives pay own way after
leaving office like ordinary citizens (they’ll col-
lect SS and Medicare too. (5) Keep Social Se-
curity and Medicare intact, stop Gov’t from
borrowing from these programs. The Gov'’t
MUST REPAY, all monies borrowed from SS
since Reagan’s tenure. (6) Stop subsidizing
Big Oil or other conglomerates. (7) Follow
California’s lead and Congress and Senate
does not get paid unless a balanced budget is
passed into law by June 30th. Otherwise they
work for free until the job is done. No back
pay if budget passed after June 30th.

———

175TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
BOROUGH OF HOLLIDAYSBURG

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 29, 2011

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, it is my privi-
lege to rise today to recognize the Borough of
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Hollidaysburg upon the 175th anniversary of
its founding. I, along with close to 6,000 of my
constituents am proud to call Hollidaysburg
home and | am pleased to have the oppor-
tunity to call attention to the borough and its
history in the House today.

Hollidaysburg, like so many other boroughs
in Pennsylvania, has a rich history that
stretches back before the founding of our na-
tion to the French and Indian War.
Hollidaysburg was first settled in the early
1700’s by brothers Adam and William Holliday
after their purchase of 1,000 acres of land
along the Juniata River from the decendents
of William Penn.

As with many small settlements of the time,
the community forged from the wilderness by
the Holliday family remained small throughout
the Revolutionary War and the first few years
of America’s founding. However, as America
began to expand and look west, the popu-
lation began to grow as important transpor-
tation projects like the Huntingdon, Cambria,
and Indiana Turnpike were completed.

In 1832, Hollidaysburg underwent a second
population boom when the Pennsylvania Main
Line Canal opened, giving merchants in the
area a way to move their products to Philadel-
phia and other eastern markets. Two years
later, the Allegheny Portage Railroad solidified
Hollidaysburg as a center for trade by linking
the canal to a railroad connecting Pittsburgh
and Philadelphia. Later, at the dawn of the
Twentieth Century, the Pennsylvania Railroad
established a large switching vyard at
Hollidaysburg; further solidifying the borough’s
important role as a link in America’s growing
railroad infrastructure.

This rapid development in transportation
around Hollidaysburg enabled the borough to
officially charter itself in 1836. Within a few
years, the population surged again, to a
record number of 2,000 inhabitants by 1840.
The borough’s growth in such a short time en-
abled it to become the seat of Blair County
and remains a center of commerce and local
government to this day. | might add to that list,
innovation since Hollidaysburg is the home of
the renowned and ageless toy, the Slinky.

Mr. Speaker, | congratulate the borough of
Hollidaysburg for 175 years of history, growth
and success. Hollidaysburg continues to boast
a vibrant community in a beautiful area of
Pennsylvania and | invite the American people
to help celebrate its anniversary by visiting the
borough to experience all it has to offer first
hand.

———

MOROCCO: ANSWERING THE CALL
FOR REFORM AND PROTECTION
OF HUMAN RIGHTS

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 29, 2011

Ms. JACKSON LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise to speak to my colleagues today about
the relationship between the United States
and Morocco. Today, with chaos and conflict
spreading in North Africa and the Middle East,
it is important that the United States recognize
and encourage those countries that share our
democratic values and support reforms so
badly needed in the region. There is no better
friend and ally for America in North Africa than
the Kingdom of Morocco.
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You may ask, “How has the country fared
during the recent crises in the region?” Mo-
rocco has largely avoided the tensions, con-
frontations, and violence common to other
countries. There have been few disturbances
in the country; and demonstrations for better
governance, more transparency, and jobs
have been largely peaceful and constructive.

Ties between the Moroccan people and the
King are quite strong and it is this bond that
supports the partnership that the King has
called for in the process to reform the constitu-
tion through a consultative process and na-
tional referendum—steps unheard of in other
parts of the Arab Middle East and North Afri-
ca.

Recently, the Minister for Foreign Affairs
and Cooperation, Taieb Fassi Fihri, visited the
United States to talk about the reform process
in Morocco, and to consult with United States
government officials about how to bring great-
er stability, security, development, and democ-
racy to the region. He met with senior officials
in the White House and State Department. On
March 23, Secretary of State Hilary Clinton
met with the Foreign Minister to discuss con-
crete steps to renew and strengthen the stra-
tegic relationship between the United States
and Morocco. She called it a “very special re-
lationship,” and praised the King for his con-
tinuing actions to promote reform and enhance
economic, political, and social development in
Morocco and the broader region.

As Secretary Clinton remarked, “We also
look forward with great optimism to further
deepening our strong and strategic partnership
in working with Morocco on so many issues.”
Among the areas discussed with the Foreign
Minister were cooperation on resolving the
Western Sahara conflict and promoting
Human Rights.

With regard to the Western Sahara, the
Secretary reiterated that the Obama Adminis-
tration policy is consistent with that of the two
previous administrations; and that the Moroc-
can autonomy proposal for resolving the con-
flict was “serious, realistic, and credible.” The
Foreign Minister provided the U.S. government
with an update on recent progress in pro-
moting Human Rights and was advised by the
State Department that the new reforms were
largely satisfactory and met U.S. government
concerns.

Among the key changes already launched
by Morocco in December 2010 are new and
independent institutions and collateral mecha-
nisms to promote human rights in all areas of
Morocco, including the Sahara, protecting
whistle blowers, providing authority to bring
charges against human rights violators, and
setting up new channels for reporting human
rights abuses. Additionally, a stronger level of
human rights protections are included in the
constitutional reforms proposed by the King in
his speech of March 9, 2011.

From an international reporting perspective,
the new process adopted by Morocco will link
the new Moroccan Human Rights institutions
with the various Special Rapporteurs of the
UN Human Rights Commission.

Unfortunately, others who either lack this in-
formation or chose to ignore it are supporting
a monitoring proposal that ignores the core
issues of the Western Sahara conflict: sup-
porting and respecting the rights of the refu-
gees held in the camps in Tindouf, Algeria.
The proposal does nothing to address much
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more serious issues at stake in Western Sa-
hara concerning terrorism, and trafficking in
persons, guns, drugs and other contraband.

Morocco has met the State Department’s
criteria for enhanced human rights protection
and reporting, and should be applauded for
taking this initiative as part of its continuing re-
form process and desire to improve the lives
of all Moroccans, including the Western Sa-
hara. Morocco is working hard to become the
standard bearer for progress, reform, and de-
velopment in the region. We should do all we
can to support these vital efforts.

——————

CELEBRATING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE COAST GUARD
TRAINING CENTER PETALUMA

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 29, 2011

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise with
great pride today to honor Coast Guard Train-
ing Center Petaluma on the occasion of its
40th anniversary.

Originally known as Two Rock Ranch Sta-
tion, the 876-acre site was purchased by the
U.S. Army for $97,377 in 1942 and used as
an electronic intercept station in World War II.
There were two officers and 45 enlisted men
assigned to it. Two Rock’s use was expanded
during the Vietnam War to include training,
with a re-created Vietnamese village.

The Coast Guard took ownership of the fa-
cility in 1971, renaming it “Coast Guard Train-
ing Center Petaluma” and transferring the
Subsistence Specialist School, Storekeeper
School, and Radioman School from New York.
Since that time, two barracks have been built
(Steadman Hall and Horsley Hall) as well as
15 duplex housing units to provide affordable
housing to the workforce. Several other build-
ings for use in training were also constructed
(Bauer Building, Juliet-Nichols Building, and
Haley Hall). The current replacement value of
the facility is close to $245 million.

During the 1990s, Coast Guard Training
Center Petaluma was threatened with closure
twice as the U.S. reevaluated its bases. The
local community rallied in support, and | was
able to work with them and with Coast Guard
officials to keep this important facility open.

Today, the Center is home to seven “A”
schools for electronics, technician, food serv-
ice specialist, health service technician, infor-
mation system technician, operation specialist,
storekeeper and Yeoman. There are also 40
“C” schools and a Chief Petty Officer Acad-
emy. With a permanently assigned cadre of
500 active duty, civilian, and contractor staff,
the facility supports more than 15,000 stu-
dents per year.

Coast Guard Training Center Petaluma truly
embodies its vision: To be a world leader in
valid and reliable performance-based training;
to be the best place to live and work in the
Coast Guard; to be the best and most efficient
steward of resources (money and property) in
the Coast Guard training system; and to be
the most environmentally-friendly Coast Guard
base in the world. Having recently attended an
event to throw the switch on solar panels that
now provide much of the Center’s electricity, |
have seen first-hand how serious this vision is.

Mr. Speaker, Coast Guard Training Center
Petaluma is important to the local community
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and important to our country. Please join me
in congratulating the Coast Guard on the facili-
ty’s 40th anniversary and wishing it many
more years of service.

OPPOSITION TO H.R. 2587, PRO-
TECTING JOBS FROM THE GOV-
ERNMENT INTERFERENCE ACT

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 29, 2011

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, despite the bill’'s
colorful title, the Protecting Jobs from Govern-
ment Interference Act (H.R. 2587) is a blatant
attempt to declaw the National Labor Rela-
tions Board (NLRB) and weaken the rights of
American workers. Created in 1935 by the en-
actment of the National Labor Relations Act
(NLRA), the NLRB oversees the process by
which employees form unions and enforces
fair labor provisions against violations com-
mitted by private sector employers and unions.
H.R. 2587 would strip the NLRB’s ability to
punish businesses for unlawfully relocating or
dissolving jobs in retaliation for union organi-
zation, and thus eliminate the NLRB’s only
meaningful enforcement tool to protect work-
ing Americans under the National Labor Rela-
tions Act.

H.R. 2587 was authored by Representative
TiM ScoTT of South Carolina to prevent the
NLRB’s ongoing case against the Boeing
Company for allegedly violating federal labor
laws by opening a non-union passenger plane
production facility in South Carolina, rather
than in the state of Washington, from moving
forward. According to the NLRB, it has evi-
dence that Boeing intentionally moved its fa-
cilites to a non-union state in retaliation
against unionized workers in Washington. By
law, employers may move their facilities to
non-union states, but it is illegal for employers
to retaliate against employees for exercising
their federally-protected right to strike. Wheth-
er or not Boeing’s actions were illegal is a
matter to be decided, but not by politicians.

While millions of Americans are struggling to
find employment, the Protecting Jobs from
Government Interference Act would neither
create nor protect jobs as the title claims. On
the contrary, H.R. 2587 would weaken Amer-
ican workers’ rights and reduce the number of
U.S. jobs by legalizing company reprisals
against unions through the dissolution or
transfer of jobs to non-union sites elsewhere
in the United States and, even more worri-
some, somewhere overseas.

As a stalwart advocate for American work-
ers, | cannot support efforts that would take
away an important tool in helping to ensure
that employers do not violate the law by retali-
ating against unionized employees. Our nation
is stronger when workers join together and
bargain for a better life, and when employers
respect those rights. To that end, | have long
supported efforts in Congress to protect and
strengthen the right of American workers in
every industry to collective bargaining. While |
imagine the dispute between the NLRB and
the Boeing Company will be worked out, in the
meantime, Congress should not interfere with
important legal protections for union workers
that are already in place. For these reasons,
| am strongly opposed to H.R. 2587.
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THE HONOR FLAG—10TH
ANNIVERSARY OF 9/11 ATTACKS

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 29, 2011

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, in less than
one month, Americans will observe the 10th
anniversary of the September 11th terror at-
tacks. Those who witnessed the events of
September 11th will always remember that
day and what they were doing. It's like those
of us that were alive when President Kennedy
was assassinated. We remember that day; we
remember what we were doing. And the old
timers, they remember Pearl Harbor and what
they were doing on December 7, 1941. Sep-
tember 11th is a day that we as a Nation
should always remember because it reminds
us of the preciousness of this Nation and her
belief in freedom and liberty. It is something
that is without a doubt worth preserving.

As we remember where we were on that
fateful day, it is even more important that we
remember the 3,000 individuals that lost their
lives that day. Many who lost their lives were
heroes trying to rescue those trapped by the
attacks. When those Twin Towers were set
aflame, those volunteers, those firefighters,
those emergency medical folks and those po-
lice officers, they rushed as hard as they could
to get to that terror from the sky. As a result
of their heroism, many got to live another day.
There are countless stories of the selfless
bravery which occurred on 9/11, how Ameri-
cans reacted extraordinarily in order to rescue
one and other. In the face of attack, we pulled
through with a remarkable spirit of unity and
compassion that swept through our country.

Shortly after the tragic September 11, 2001
attacks on our great Country, Americans all
over the world raised up ‘old glory’ in patriotic
understanding of the events which had just
befallen our country. The American Flag has
always been a symbol of bringing our Nation
together in good times or bad. One of these
many flags was the symbol of our Nation’s
perseverance, was the Flag which was flown
over Ground Zero. Still today this flag con-
tinues to fly, all around this great Nation in
support of our heroes, because of Texas Pa-
triot, Chris Heisler.

In the aftermath of September 11th, Chris
Heisler, like many other Americans felt com-
pelled to take action after witnessing his coun-
try come under attack. When Chris was gifted
this patriotic flag by Texas House of Rep-
resentatives, he helped organize one of the
longest police motorcades in the history of the
United States to honor it. The American flag is
a symbol to revere, respect, and honor and
Chris’ profound respect for America’s symbol
should be commended.

Following the 9/11 terrorist attacks, patriot-
ism surged in the United States. Many young
men and women enlisted to help fight the war
on terrorism. Chris Heisler was part of this
movement, and at the age of 34 he put his
business career on hold to enlist in the U.S.
Army. While serving his country, Chris carried
his revered flag with him to Kuwait, Qatar, and
Iraq so it could fly with soldiers in combat
zones.

Soon soldiers began to refer to this flag as
one of honor, as a result the flag is now
named the United States Honor Flag. Ten
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