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consideration the bill (H.R. 1315) to amend
the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and
Consumer Protection Act to strengthen the
review authority of the Financial Stability
Oversight Council of regulations issued by
the Bureau of Consumer Financial Protec-
tion, and for other purposes:

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Chair, | rise in opposition to
the so-called “Consumer Financial Protection
Safety and Soundness Improvement Act,”
which would weaken the Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau, just as it is beginning its
work on behalf of American consumers. While
its supporters claim this bill is innocuous, it
would water down the CFPB’s ability to issue
consumer protections and subject new pro-
posals to an additional layer of bureaucratic
review.

It is noteworthy that the Republican majority
has brought this bill to the floor one year after
Congress passed sweeping reforms and con-
sumer protections for the nation’s financial
sector, maybe to blunt any press coverage on
the launch of the CFPB. With no chance of
this bill becoming law, House Republicans are
sending a message to big banks and financial
institution that they are fighting to protect their
interests, not the interests of American con-
sumers.

But House Republicans are sending another
message—that they still fail to understand the
causes of our current economic troubles. If we
have learned any lesson from the financial cri-
sis of the last several years, it should be that
by protecting consumers we can protect the
rest of the financial system.

It is clear that the consumer credit and
housing bubbles of the last decade were the
result of unfair and deceptive practices of
credit card companies and lenders that
steered families into financial products that
they did not understand and that they could
not afford to repay.

Congressional Republicans claim the CFPB
will be a cumbersome bureaucracy that will be
a drag on the marketplace. All we need to do
is look at the CFPB's first reform effort—sim-
plifying the long, tedious paperwork con-
sumers face when purchasing a home down
to a short, simple form—to know that Repub-
lican claims have no merit.

| am hearing different messages from con-
sumer advocates like AARP and the Con-
sumer Federation of America and my constitu-
ents. They know that transparency in con-
sumer financial products is long overdue and
they support the CFPB.

A free marketplace can only function prop-
erly if consumers can make well-informed de-
cisions about financial products, whether they
are home mortgages or credit cards. The
American people deserve a strong, effective
CFPB. We should allow it to do its work, and
that is why | urge my colleagues to oppose
this legislation.

————

IN HONOR OF THE MONTEREY
COUNTY FAIR ON ITS 75TH ANNI-
VERSARY

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, July 25, 2011

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Monterey County Fair on the occa-
sion of its 75th anniversary. The mission of
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the Fair, to create, produce and offer quality
events in their unique setting of 22 oak-stud-
ded acres, has educated, entertained and in-
spired our people for 75 years.

The Monterey County Fairground is a State
owned Multi-Use Facility, generating $22.9
million annually in spending activity over its
history and contributing 300 full-time and part-
time jobs. This years theme, chosen by the
7th District Agricultural Association, will be
“Horse’n Around” and was inspired by the art-
work of artist Jo Mora. This summer, from Au-
gust 31st to September 5th, livestock dem-
onstrations, displays and auctions will recall
and promote the rich agricultural heritage and
diverse resources of Monterey County. The
money raised from the auctions goes towards
scholarships for local students and includes
the participation of over 5,000 of Monterey
County’s youth through the Future Farmers of
America and 4-H programs.

The Monterey County Fair prides itself on
being an inclusive environment where every-
one in Monterey County can join in the festivi-
ties. Seniors’ Day, Kids’ Day, Special Friends’
Day and Military Day ensure that citizens of all
abilities and income levels can participate and
enjoy the fair.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, | want to hold up
the Monterey County Fair as a model for other
community and cultural events. On behalf of
the whole House, | acknowledge the valuable
contributions of the Monterey County Fair, and
invite the community to join the celebration of
its 75th Anniversary. May their continued suc-
cess inspire many more generations to cele-
brate our agricultural and cultural heritage.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, July 25, 2011

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, on
Thursday, July 21, | missed a rollcall vote.

Had | been present, | would have voted “yea”
on No. 612.

————

IN HONOR OF TERRANCE R.
DUNCAN

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 25, 2011

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the career of my good friend, Terrance
Duncan, who is retiring from the Superior
Court of California of Monterey County on Au-
gust 17, 2011. Terry honorably served as a ju-
dicial officer in the Monterey County Courts for
over 29 years. We shared the Monterey Court-
house as a workplace before he was sworn in
as a Court Commissioner.

Since Terry’s appointment as a Municipal
Court Commissioner in 1982, he worked tire-
lessly to help serve justice in Monterey Coun-
ty. In 1995 he was elected as a Municipal
Court Judge and elevated to the Superior
Court in 2000. As a judge Terry presided over
thousands of criminal and civil cases in Sali-
nas, Monterey, and King City. From 2003 to
2005 he served as the Presiding Judge of the
Superior Court.
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Terry’s dedication to the teaching of the
legal system is inspiring. He served as an in-
structor for the California Center for Judicial
Education and Research where he taught judi-
cial skills and ethics to both new and experi-
enced Judges. Throughout California, Terry
educated students in places like the California
Judicial College, the Stanford Law School Trial
Advocacy Program and the Monterey College
of Law Community Education Program.

Terry has also been an active member of
the legal community by being a part of many
prestigious organizations. He served as an Of-
ficer and Director of the California Judges’ As-
sociation, was President of the California
Court Commissioners’ Association, and he
was also the President of the Board of Trust-
ees of the Monterey College of Law.

Not only is Terry an active member of his
professional community but he has also been
heavily involved with helping the community of
Monterey County. He was the founder in 1989
and President of Monterey County Sober
Graduation which is an all-volunteer organiza-
tion that introduced the concept of sober grad-
uation activities for high school seniors. Terry
was also President of the Monterey Kiwanis
Club and director of the Sports Car Racing
Association of the Monterey Peninsula
(SCRAMP). SCRAMP is an organization that
makes major donations to charities each year.
Terry also served as a Board President of the
Beacon House alcohol recovery home in Pa-
cific Grove, along with numerous other com-
munity activities serving those in need.

Mr. Speaker, | know | speak for the whole
House as | commend the contribution Terry
has made to Monterey County’s justice sys-
tem. This is not the end of a career of service
to the legal system for | know that Terrance
will continue to serve the County of Monterey
and the legal community in other capacities.
Our region is fortunate to have the quality of
leadership that Judge Terrance Duncan exem-
plifies.

——————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO MARINE
SCIENCE TECHNICIAN SECOND
CLASS NICOLE EMMONS FOR
BEING SELECTED AS THE MILI-
TARY TIMES COAST GUARD
SERVICE MEMBER OF THE YEAR

HON. C.W. BILL YOUNG

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 25, 2011

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
to pay tribute to Marine Science Technician
Second Class Nicole Emmons, of Clearwater
Florida, for her selection as the Military Times
Coast Guard Service Member of the Year. Ni-
cole exemplifies the best in our nation’s mili-
tary and serves as a shining example of how
one person can make an impact at the com-
munity, the state and the national level.

Nicole Emmons was chosen as both the
Marine Safety Unit Lake Charles, Louisiana
and the Coast Guard Sector Houston-Gal-
veston’s Enlisted Person of the Year by area
Chiefs, Senior Chiefs and Master Chiefs.
Working with the Contingency Preparedness/
Incident Management Division at Marine Safe-
ty Unit Lake Charles, Nicole contributed count-
less hours to stand-up her unit’s first Home-
land Security Division. As one of three Law
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Enforcement instructors, she shoulders signifi-
cant responsibility. She organizes a month-
long training program for new members, leads
hands-on practice sessions and organizes
qualifications boards. Nicole Emmons also
worked during off-duty hours in mission re-
quirements associated with specially targeted
vessels and has participated in over 20 secu-
rity boardings.

Displaying exceptional initiative, she de-
ployed to the Marine Safety Unit Port Arthur
Incident Command Post, providing her exper-
tise as a Situation Unit Leader in the aftermath
of the EAGLE OTOME’s 450,000 gallon crude
oil spill. She filled a key role in providing oper-
ational commanders with continuous feedback
regarding the progress of the clean-up efforts
and was awarded the Coast Guard Com-
mandant’s Letter of Commendation. During
the Deepwater Horizon oil spill, she was
awarded the Coast Guard’s Special Oper-
ations Ribbon for training reservist pollution in-
vestigators. In November of 2010, she trans-
ferred to the Planning Division and imme-
diately accepted several large areas of re-
sponsibility well above her pay grade, includ-
ing providing critical updates needed for the
Geographic Response Plan and Area Re-
sponse Plan.

Nicole Emmons also serves her community.
She helped create the unit's Moving Assist-
ance Team to minimize the financial burden of
local moves for fellow shipmates. She is a
founding member of her units COMPASS pro-
gram, which promotes community outreach
and diversity education in local high schools.
Serving as the Vice President of the Human
Relations Council, she helps to provide a safe,
open forum for discussing human relation
issues and celebrating different cultures.

Nicole Emmons’ service to the community
also includes volunteering for the local Boys
and Girls Club, Big Brothers/Big Sisters Lunch
Buddy program and mentoring an academi-
cally and socially challenged child. She has
participated in charity fund-raising and com-
munity events, such as the Ethel Precht
Breast Cancer 3K, the Coast Guard Relay for
Life and volunteering for the Lake Charles
Special Olympics Torch Run.

Along with all of her numerous career
achievements, Nicole holds two Bachelor of
Arts degrees from the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of a grateful Nation,
| join my colleagues today in saying thank you
to Marine Science Technician Second Class
Nicole Emmons for her extraordinary dedica-
tion to duty and service to this country through
her outstanding performance in the United
States Coast Guard and her community. We
wish Nicole, her husband Michael, and her
family all the best in her remarkably bright fu-
ture.

———

HONORING MR. LOU VIVERITO AND
STICKNEY TOWNSHIP FOR EX-
PANDING STICKNEY’S
HEALTHCARE CLINIC

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 25, 2011

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mr. Lou Viverito, President of Stickney
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Public Health District, and to recognize his ef-
forts in constructing a new wing to a medical
center in Stickney, lllinois. The wing, which
opened on July 23, 2011, will provide quality
healthcare for the residents of Stickney, a
township in my district, for generations to
come.

Mr. Viverito’s career in public service spans
five decades, starting in 1965. Since that time,
he has held many positions, but public health
has always been his passion. He has served
as a State Senator, reaching positions of lead-
ership in that capacity. Mr. Viverito was elect-
ed President of Stickney Public Health District
in 1973, and has worked tirelessly for his con-
stituents in Stickney since then. Mr. Viverito’s
decades of work will culminate in a brand new
section of Stickney’s health center that will
preserve the wellbeing of thousands over the
next several decades.

Stickney’s new medical center stands as a
testament to dedicated public service and in-
telligent public policy. The six million dollar
health center will open after years of work
from public servants who put the needs of
their citizenry first: the Officials of Stickney
Township, the Stickney Public Health District,
and especially Lou Viverito. The project was
completed without any increases in taxes and
without a bond issue, showing how respon-
sible planners can bring substantial public
good to a community without the need for
public debt.

The medical center is a continuation of a
long history of quality health care for the resi-
dents of Stickney. Since the founding of
Stickney’s Public Health District in 1946, resi-
dents have enjoyed excellent care for little or
no cost. Medical professionals will continue to
offer ambulatory health care, podiatry, immuni-
zations, maternal health, WIC nutrition pro-
grams, school health services, communicable
disease control, chronic disease management,
elderly community care, behavioral health, and
dental services in this state-of-the-art facility.

Please join me in honoring Mr. Viverito, the
Officials of Stickney Township, and the
Stickney Public Health District on their accom-
plishment. | know this project will have wide-
ranging positive effects for Stickney residents
for years, and | thank Mr. Viverito for his piv-
otal role in bringing this idea to fruition.

VICTIMS OF AGENT ORANGE
RELIEF ACT OF 2011

HON. BOB FILNER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 25, 2011

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, from 1961 to
1971, approximately 19 million gallons of fif-
teen different herbicides, including 13 million
gallons of Agent Orange, were sprayed over
the southern region of Vietnam. Many, includ-
ing Agent Orange were based with the toxic
contaminant, known as dioxin.

It is estimated that between 2.1 million and
4.8 million Viethamese people were present
during the spraying of Agent Orange and other
herbicides and many more were or continue to
be exposed through contact with the environ-
ment and food that was contaminated, or as
offspring of those exposed who now suffer
from illnesses and deformities.

Today there are still dozens of environ-
mental hot spots in Vietham which contami-
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nate the food, soil, sediment and wildlife and
continue to expose Vietnamese to dioxin.

Agent Orange exposure continues to nega-
tively affect the lives of men and women in
Vietnam and in the United States. Many vic-
tims’ lives are cut short and others live with
disease, disabilities and pain, often untreated
or unrecognized.

Therefore, Congress resolves to address
and remediate the ongoing problems and con-
cerns that arose or will arise from the use of
these deadly Agents during the Vietnam War
in both the United States and in Vietnam.

| strongly urge my colleagues to support
H.R. 2634.

————

DOG PARK COMPETITION OFFERS
LESSON OF UNITY

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 25, 2011

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, perhaps the dog
days of summer, exacerbated by the hot air
sometimes generated in this city, are contrib-
uting to our current budget morass. Rather
than throwing our hands up, and saying every-
thing is going to the dogs, | want to share with
our colleagues, that man’s best friend, and
maybe our only friend in this city, Mr. Speaker,
can be a rallying cry for unity and a lesson on
how to get things done.

In fact, Mr. Speaker, the good people of
Huntington, West Virginia, are rallying support
for their city in a nationwide contest that has
a grand prize of $100,000 to construct the
town’s first off-leash dog park.

Huntington is a town devoted to beautiful,
peaceful and useful parks, and has a long and
proud history of maintaining a grand system of
parks. Moreover, Huntington has a tradition of
coming together, when it seems the world as
they know it, is coming apart. | refer of course
to the tragic loss of Marshall University’s foot-
ball team in 1970. Ultimately, and with sheer
determination as their only ally at times, the
University and the City produced National
Championship teams. Herein, | do believe, lie
lessons for our fellow Americans, for the mem-
bers of this body, and the entire Congress.

At last count, Huntington was in first place
in the contest that will be decided by Internet
voting and ends next week. Local businesses
and media are all supporting this community
driven effort. This past weekend, Hillbilly Hot
Dogs in downtown Huntington sponsored a
hot dog eating contest to draw attention to the
campaign. As the winning contestant Ron
Clark said, the proposed park can be a “good
place to make great friends.” Maybe members
of this body ought to take a few minutes each
morning to walk their pooches and pass some
pleasantries with their colleagues.

My little dog, Billie Sue, will enjoy romping
with Huntington’s proud pets in their newest
park and | look forward to chatting with my
constituents old and new. Whatever the final
outcome however, Huntington will have fierce-
ly and fairly campaigned to the final second.
But | know | join Huntingtonians in saluting
every community taking part in this contest
that has reawakened pride, stirred spirit and
strengthened ties across the country. Hun-
tington will always be in first place with that
commitment. | ask my colleagues to reflect
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