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America. | regret that | could not join them at
that time and now | wish to submit my own re-
marks. These are very tough times for rural
districts such as the one | represent in the
northeastern corner of North Carolina. It is the
fourth poorest Congressional District in the
U.S. 24 percent of the people | represent and
36 percent of the children live below the pov-
erty line. Those are chilling statistics.

There are enormous racial disparities in
poverty rates, and they are only getting larger.
According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 25.8
percent—one in four—of all black Americans
live in poverty compared to an overall national
poverty rate of 14.3 percent. This compares to
25.3 percent poverty among Hispanics, 12.5
percent among Asians and 9.4 percent among
whites.

The poverty problem in America is getting
worse; not better. In 2006, the overall poverty
rate was 12.6 percent, and in 2008, the overall
poverty rate was 13.2 percent. The poverty
rate now is the highest it has been since
1994.

Other indicators are equally alarming. More
Americans than ever find themselves in need
of food. In 2009, 14.7 percent of U.S. house-
holds had difficulty providing enough food for
family members at some point during the year.
This is the highest level observed since the
U.S.D.A. started monitoring food security in
1995. From 2007 to 2009, the number of
households using food pantries rose by 44
percent from 3.9 to 5.6 million households.

Similar trends of racial disparities exist
amongst individuals lacking health insurance
coverage. According to the U.S. Census Bu-
reau, 21 percent—one in five—black Ameri-
cans are uninsured. This compares to 12 per-
cent among whites and 17.2 percent among
Asians. The number of uninsured children has
risen to 7.5 million. In total, over 50.7 million
people, or 16.7 percent of the country’s popu-
lation lack health insurance coverage—a dra-
matic increase from 46.3 million in 2008.

Poverty, hunger, and suffering are increas-
ing—especially for people of color—during
these difficult economic times. These are sad
and terrible realities that a distressing number
of my constituents face.

My district has many vivid and unfortunate
illustrations of poverty: nearly one in 20 homes
in some counties do not have a telephone or
a kitchen, and many of my constituents are
still living without indoor plumbing. As the na-
tional numbers show, eastern North Carolina
is not unique in its poverty or suffering. People
are poor, getting poorer, and are largely being
ignored by policy makers all across the coun-
try.

Recent budget plans offered by the other
side of the aisle would cut spending from most
safety net programs, such as Medicare, Social
Security, and food security programs, while in-
creasing defense spending. If these misguided
plans are passed into law, the impacts would
be felt by all Americans and we would face a
second Great Recession.

As we face an impending debt crisis and
unsustainable levels of spending, we must bal-
ance our ongoing commitments to job creation
and tax code reform while ensuring changes
are not made at the expense of children, mi-
norities, and seniors. We have a moral obliga-
tion to fight for the millions of Americans who
are overlooked and suffering each and every
day.

Kﬂr. Speaker, we must work together toward
developing comprehensive strategies to eradi-
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cate the growing poverty and hunger in the
world’s wealthiest nation.

IN HONOR OF THE AMERICAN VOL-

UNTEER GROUP “FLYING TI-
GERS”
HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 21, 2011

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the American Volunteer Group (AVG)
known in China as “The Flying Tigers,” on the
occasion of its 70th anniversary.

In 1941, Chinese Generalissimo Chiang Kai-
shek authorized retired U.S. Lieutenant Gen-
eral Claire Lee Chennault to create a group of
American pilots and airmen to assist and train
Chinese aerial forces. With President Franklin
D. Roosevelt's permission, Armed Forces
members were allowed to volunteer for this
assignment. In total, 97 pilots and 185 ground
personnel from the U.S. Army, Navy, and Ma-
rine Corps volunteered.

The group faced many initial challenges. To
start, the group had 100 P—40 fighter planes
(painted with the now-famous ‘“shark’s face”
nose), many of which were in less than ideal
condition. Additionally, the group had only four
months to train and prepare before action
started. However, the AVG was able to estab-
lish three separate squadrons: Adam and Eve,
the Panda Bears, and Hell’s Angels.

The group first saw action on December 20,
1941, just 12 days after the attack on Pearl
Harbor. While U.S. air forces and the Royal
Air Force were generally unsuccessful against
the Japanese at the war’s onset, the AVG was
notably successful, largely due to Chennault’s
innovative fighting tactics.

For their efforts, at the group’s 50th anniver-
sary, the AVG was rewarded veteran status
for service in World War Il. The following year
they were also rewarded with the Presidential
Unit Citation. In 1992, each member of the
AVG ground personnel was awarded the
Bronze Star and pilots were awarded the Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in honoring the American Volunteer Group
“Flying Tigers,” whose bravery and courage in
the face of incredible difficulties will inspire fu-
ture pilots and military servicemen and women
for years to come.

—

COMMEMORATING THE 37TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE TURKISH OC-
CUPATION OF CYPRUS

HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 21, 2011

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to call
my colleagues’ attention to the 37th anniver-
sary of the Turkish tragic invasion of Cyprus.
Turkey’s unlawful occupation, which began on
this day in 1974, left thousands of innocent
Greek Cypriot civilians without their homes,
their land, and their families. It is crucial for us
to commemorate this unfortunate situation and
assist the people of Cyprus in reaching a solu-
tion.
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Many of the Cypriot generation who suffered
the invasion have not lived to see justice or a
resolution to this conflict. Although many of
the survivors have had the opportunity to re-
turn to their homes on the northern side of the
island, it was only to discover them occupied
by Turkish settlers.

Only Turkey recognizes the occupied north-
ern side of the country as a Turkish Cypriot
state, but it does not even provide a valid
standard of living to their own citizens. This
was made evident through the recent dem-
onstrations by Turkish Cypriots who have dis-
played their own dissatisfaction with the Turk-
ish occupation.

Thirty-seven years after the invasion, the
Turkish government continues to throw obsta-
cles in the path to peace. Instead of compro-
mising, Turkey threatens a deadlock on rela-
tions between Turkey and the European Union
if the Republic of Cyprus takes over the presi-
dency of the European Union in July 2012. It
is clear that Cypriots of all kinds are ready for
peace, but how can peace be reached when
Turkey will not even accept Cyprus as a mem-
ber of the European Union? The time has
come for Turkey to end their threats, withdraw
their troops, and return the territory that is not
rightfully theirs. That way, the Cypriots—and
the Cypriots alone—can make the decisions
affecting their future.

————

DEBT REDUCTION PLANS EFFECTS
ON POVERTY

HON. MARCIA L. FUDGE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 21, 2011

Ms. FUDGE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
highlight the devastating effects of the Repub-
lican agenda on the poor. Debt reduction
plans that gut social safety net programs will
put millions of low-income families at risk.

According to the U.S. Census, the number
of people in poverty in 2009—43.6 million—is
the largest number in the 51 years for which
poverty estimates have been published.

In my home state of Ohio, 15.2 percent of
the state’s population lived in poverty in 2009.
Among African-American seniors, 67 percent
are at or below the poverty line, and 12 per-
cent of African Americans rely on Medicare to
survive.

Cuts to Medicaid will disproportionately af-
fect African-American communities. In 2009,
27 percent of African-Americans—approxi-
mately 10 million people, including 6 million
children—were covered by Medicaid.

When everyone talks about the budget, all
you hear about are numbers. Behind those
numbers are people: hard-working Americans
or the unemployed or those who are just get-
ting by.

There is an urgent need to resolve the debt
ceiling issue and it is beyond irresponsible not
to raise the debt limit. We all agree that we
have to responsibly reduce the deficit, but not
on the backs of the most vulnerable. My job
in Congress is to be a voice for the voiceless
and | will fight to help these Americans by op-
posing the Republican budget.
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HONORING THE LIFE OF U.S. NAVY
CORPSMAN JEFFREY L. WIENER

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 21, 2011

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize the life of U.S.
Navy Corpsman Jeffrey L. Wiener, and honor
his memory through the dedication and re-
naming of the Lynbrook Post Office.

Jeffrey, a native of Lynbrook, NY, dedicated
his life to public and volunteer service as a
volunteer firefighter, AMT and Navy Corps-
man. Jeffrey joined the Navy shortly after Sep-
tember 11, 2001 and immediately volunteered
to be assigned to a fighting Marine infantry
company. Jeffrey trained as a fighting infantry-
man who also provided medical services to
those who had been wounded. In February of
2005, Jeffrey arrived in Iraq and shortly after,
was assigned to a Marine Mobile Assault Pla-
toon (MAP).

On May 7, 2005, while serving with his team
in Al-Anbar Province in Iraq, Jeffrey was killed
while attempting to help another platoon in-
volved in combat. Jeffrey made the ultimate
sacrifice  while serving and defending our
country and it is for this reason that the U.S.
House of Representatives passed a resolution
to dedicate the Lynbrook Post Office in his
honor.

As of Friday, July 22, 2011, the Lynbrook
Post Office will be known as the “Navy Corps-
man Jeffrey L. Wiener Post Office Building.”
This is a fitting tribute to Jeffrey’s honor and
memory. Jeffrey and his family made the ulti-
mate sacrifice for this country and this is a
small gesture to thank them and honor the
memory of such a brave and dedicated hero.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor and ap-
preciation that | acknowledge the accomplish-
ments of HM2, Jeffrey L. Wiener, USN and
pay tribute to him and his family through the
dedication of the Navy Corpsman Jeffrey L.
Wiener Post Office Building.

————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 21, 2011

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, earlier in the
week | missed several rollcall votes and | wish
to state how | would have voted had | been
present:

Rollcall No.
Rollcall No.
Rollcall No.
Rollcall No.
Rollcall No.
Rollcall No.
Rollcall No.
Rollcall No.
Rollcall No.

601—VYes.
603—No.
604—No.
605—Yes.
606—No.
608—No.
609—No.
610—Yes.
611—No.
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 21, 2011

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. Speaker,
today our national debt is
$14,342,887,364,361.82.

On January 6th, 2009, the start of the 111th
Congress, the national debt was
$10,638,425,746,293.80.

This means the national debt has increased
by $3,704,461,618,068.02 since then.

This debt and its interest payments we are
passing to our children and all future Ameri-
cans.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE FAMI-
LIES OF OUR LADY QUEEN OF

ANGELS’ CELEBRATION OF THE
125TH ANNIVERSARY OF OUR
LADY QUEEN OF ANGELS
CHURCH

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 21, 2011

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor, recognize, and celebrate the Families
of Our Lady Queen of Angels in celebration of
the 125th anniversary of the founding of Our
Lady Queen of Angels Church.

Our Lady Queen of Angels Church was con-
structed in 1886 at the urging of the New York
Archbishop Corrigan for the German commu-
nity that lived in the neighborhood. The
church, located in East Harlem, was built by
Father Bonaventure, a Capuchin Friar who
founded the Capuchins in New York City. The
building was designed as a replica of the
Portiuncula, the chapel where Francis of As-
sisi died. Friar Solanus Casey, the only Amer-
ican Capuchin to become Venerable lived at
Our Lady Queen of Angels during the 1920s
and was very devoted to the congregation.
The church holds a rich religious history and
a symbolic legacy for the Capuchins.

The church has been an important feature
of the East Harlem Community for 125 years.
The congregation has opened its doors, pro-
viding service and hope, to the poor and immi-
grant communities. The church has united the
community and provided a welcoming place to
practice the Catholic faith.

On February 12, 2007 Cardinal Egan, the
Archbishop of New York ordered that the
church be closed immediately. Although the
building itself was closed, the families of Our
Lady Queen of Angels refused to abandon the
spirit of the parish community. Every Sunday
since the closing the congregation has gath-
ered on the sidewalk in front of the church to
conduct their own service. Lacking a priest,
they conduct the services themselves; the pa-
rishioners stand in a tight circle to sing hymns
and discuss Bible passages in the context of
their own lives. These services take place
without fail, regardless of rough weather con-
ditions. In addition to the weekly services, the
congregation goes on retreats, celebrates
Catholic holy days, and hosts community and
ethnic special events.
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This parish has demonstrated the power
and fortitude of community. They refused to
allow the loss of a physical space to destroy
the bonds that they share with each other.
The congregation serves as a beautiful por-
trayal of the positive outcome produced by
uniting in the face of adversity.

| ask my colleagues and our Nation to join
me in this special Congressional Recognition
of the Families of Our Lady Queen of Angels
as they celebrate the 125th anniversary of the
church founding.

———

37TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
TURKISH INVASION OF CYPRUS

HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 21, 2011

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, today marks the
37th anniversary of the Turkish invasion of Cy-
prus. The 1974 invasion claimed the lives of
approximately 5,000 Greek Cypriots, while
200,000 were forcefully displaced from their
homes. This is a dark chapter not only for Hel-
lenes, but for all of Europe.

Thirty-seven years later, 43,000 Turkish sol-
diers still occupy over 35 percent of Cyprus il-
legally. This occupied area is one of the most
militarized areas in the world, despite the fact
that Turkish and Greek Cypriots live in relative
harmony.

An agreement for a bi-communal govern-
ance and power sharing between Greek and
Turkish Cypriots would not only serve the best
interests for all of Cyprus, but it would also
serve the U.S. in promoting peace and sta-
bility in the Eastern Mediterranean.

Cyprus has supported the U.S. in the efforts
to counter terrorist-related activities and
threats to peace and security. During the wars
in Afghanistan and Irag Cyprus has provided
over-flight and landing rights to the United
States aircraft and port access for U.S. ships.
In Beirut barracks bombing in 1983 Cyprus
provided the staging ground for the U.S. evac-
uation and rescue efforts. In July—August
2006, Cyprus served as the principal transit lo-
cation for people evacuating Lebanon.

Cyprus shares the United States’ deep and
abiding commitment to upholding the ideals of
freedom, democracy, justice, human rights,
and the international rule of law, making the
unification of Cyprus important. History shows
us that Cyprus is a reliable partner to the U.S.

I've met with Cypriot President Demetrius
Christofias and his dedication to reunifying Cy-
prus is commendable, and continues to be his
top priority. If only he could be met halfway by
Turkey, Cyprus could flourish faster in this
global economy with a unifying identity and
single sovereignty.

————

IN HONOR OF MR. WILLIAM
DENIHAN

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, July 21, 2011
Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in

recognition of Mr. William Denihan, who is
being honored as a Home Grown Hero for his
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