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violations in occupied northern Cyprus. Today
is the 37th anniversary of the illegal 1974 in-
vasion—a terrible tragedy, and an ongoing
one, as the continued occupation of that coun-
try by tens of thousands of Turkish troops con-
tinues to deprive of their homes all those
forced to flee the north—estimated to number
approximately 200,000. Many Greek Cypriots
escaped the north with little more than the
clothes on their backs. While some have re-
turned to visit their own homes or ancestral
villages, none have been allowed to take back
their rightful property—those despoiled include
an estimated 5,000 Americans of Cypriot de-
scent. Several hundred courageous Greek
Cypriots, mainly elderly people, refused to be
uprooted and today live in enclaves, the rem-
nant of once-thriving Greek Cypriot commu-
nities which have effectively been ethnically
cleansed.

Hundreds of churches, chapels and mon-
asteries once dotted the rugged landscape of
the region, part of Cyprus’s rich religious cul-
tural heritage. Indeed, St. Paul visited the is-
land nation on one of his early missionary
journeys, and St. Barnabas, a native of the
Cypriot city of Salamis, was martyred nearby
for his defense of Christianity. The Helsinki
Commission, of which | am the Chairman in
this Congress, has documented the desecra-
tion and destruction of some of the over 500
religious sites in the occupied area looted of
their priceless icons, mosaics and frescoes
once revered by the faithful. Many of these sa-
cred objects, stolen from churches inside or
adjoining Turkish military bases, have landed
on the international art market. Even the dead
are not allowed to rest in peace with destruc-
tion of cemeteries rampant throughout the re-
gion. Cypriot authorities interdicted a container
originating in the occupied area filled with
metal destined for a recycling facility in Asia.
Upon inspection agents found that the unit
consisted of metal crosses and stolen grave
markers.

Mr. Speaker, | remain deeply concerned
over ongoing violations of freedom of religion
and other rights in northern Cyprus. Let there
be no mistake, the Turkish government is re-
sponsible for what happens in the occupied
part of the island. Last Christmas, a small
group of Orthodox believers gathered in the
village of Rizokarpaso to celebrate the divine
liturgy—only to have their worship disrupted
by Turkish security forces, who ordered them
to disperse. The Helsinki Commission con-
tinues to receive reports of the demolition of
churches in the region even as others are
converted to commercial use as warehouses,
barns, or casinos.

Mr. Speaker, the nearly four-decade-long il-
legal occupation of northern Cyprus by Turkey
is an affront to the principles enshrined in the
Helsinki Final Act and an encroachment on
the fundamental freedoms and human rights
of Greek Cypriots living in the region’s en-
claves and those forced to flee the area fol-
lowing the 1974 invasion. Our government
must continue to engage on behalf of the
human rights of Greek Cypriots.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MIKE POMPEO

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 20, 2011

Mr. POMPEO. Mr. Speaker, on July 18th, |
missed rollcall votes numbered 601 and 602
because | was in Kansas on official business.

Rollcall No. 601 was a vote on passage of
H.R. 33, to amend the Securities Act of 1933
to specify when certain securities issued in
connection with church plans are treated as
exempted securities. Had | been present, |
would have voted “yes.”

Rollcall No. 602 was a vote on the Approval
of the Journal. Had | been present, | would
have voted “yes.”

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. STEVE KING

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 20, 2011

Mr. KING of lowa. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
No. 229, | was delayed in leaving a Members
meeting and was unable to reach the House
floor to cast my vote before the vote was
closed.

Had | been present, | would have voted,

”

no-.

“«
———————

CUT, CAP, AND BALANCE ACT OF
2011

SPEECH OF

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 19, 2011

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to speak
against H.R. 2560, the Cut, Cap, and Balance
Act. This bill only serves to sanction the status
quo by putting forth a $1 trillion budget deficit
and authorizing a $2.4 trillion increase in the
debt limit.

When | say this bill sanctions the status
quo, | mean it quite literally.

First, it purports to eventually balance the
budget without cutting military spending, So-
cial Security, or Medicare. This is impossible.
These three budget items already cost nearly
$1 trillion apiece annually. This means we can
cut every other area of Federal spending to
zero and still have a $3 trillion budget. Since
annual Federal tax revenues almost certainly
will not exceed $2.5 trillion for several years,
this Act cannot balance the budget under any
plausible scenario.

Second, it further entrenches the ludicrous
beltway concept of discretionary vs. nondis-
cretionary spending. America faces a fiscal cri-
sis, and we must seize the opportunity once
and for all to slay Washington's sacred
cows—including defense contractors and enti-
tlements. All spending must be deemed dis-
cretionary and reexamined by Congress each
year. To allow otherwise is pure cowardice.

Third, the Act applies the nonsensical nar-
rative about a “Global War on Terror” to justify
exceptions to its spending caps. Since this
war is undeclared, has no definite enemies, no
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clear objectives, and no metric to determine
victory, it is by definition endless. Congress
will never balance the budget until we reject
the concept of endless wars.

Finally, and most egregiously, this Act ig-
nores the real issue: total spending by govern-
ment. As Milton Friedman famously argued,
what we really need is a constitutional amend-
ment to limit taxes and spending, not simply to
balance the budget. What we need is a dra-
matically smaller Federal Government; if we
achieve this a balanced budget will take care
of itself.

We do need to cut spending, and by a sig-
nificant amount. Going back to 2008 levels of
spending is not enough. We need to cut back
at least to where spending was a decade ago.
A recent news article stated that we pay 35
percent more for our military today than we
did 10 years ago, for the exact same capabili-
ties. The same could be said for the rest of
the government. Why has our budget doubled
in 10 years? This country doesn’t have double
the population, or double the land area, or
double anything that would require the Federal
Government to grow by such an obscene
amount.

We need to cap spending, and then con-
tinue decreasing that cap so that the Federal
Government grows smaller and smaller. Allow-
ing government to spend up to a certain per-
centage of GDP is insufficient. It doesn't mat-
ter that the recent historical average of gov-
ernment outlays is 18 percent of GDP, be-
cause in recent history the government has
way overstepped its constitutional mandates.
All we need to know about spending caps is
that they need to decrease year after year.

We need to balance the budget, but a bal-
anced budget amendment by itself will not do
the trick. A $4 trillion balanced budget is most
certainly worse than a $2 trillion unbalanced
budget. Again, we should focus on the total
size of the budget more than outlays vs. reve-
nues.

What we have been asked to do here is
support a budget that only cuts relative to the
President’s proposed budget. It still maintains
a $1 trillion budget deficit for FY 2012, and
spends even more money over the next 10
years than the Paul Ryan budget which al-
ready passed the House.

By capping spending at a certain constant
percentage of GDP, it allows for Federal
spending to continue to grow. Tying spending
to GDP creates an incentive to manipulate the
GDP figure, especially since the bill delegates
the calculation of this figure to the Office of
Management and Budget, an agency which is
responsible to the President and not to Con-
gress. In the worst case, it would even reward
further inflation of the money supply, as in-
creases in nominal GDP through pure inflation
would allow for larger Federal budgets.

Finally, this bill authorizes a $2.4 trillion rise
in the debt limit. | have never voted for a debt
ceiling increase and | never will. Increasing
the debt ceiling is an endorsement of business
as usual in Washington. It delays the inevi-
table, the day that one day will come when we
cannot continue to run up enormous deficits
and will be forced to pay our bills.

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, while | sym-
pathize with the aims of this bill's sponsors, |
must vote against H.R. 2560. It is my hope,
however, that the looming debt ceiling dead-
line and the discussion surrounding the budget
will further motivate us to consider legislation
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in the near future that will make meaningful
cuts and long-lasting reforms.

CONGRATULATING SOUTH
SUDAN’S INDEPENDENCE

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 20, 2011

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | congratulate
the Republic of South Sudan on achieving
their independence. This is a long awaited
step for a nation that has experienced many
years of struggle and strife.

South Sudan has fought for their independ-
ence for a long time: first from Egypt and the
United Kingdom, which was achieved in 1956,
and then years of civil war with Northern
Sudan that culminated with the horrific geno-
cide in Darfur. Thanks to the efforts of Sec-
retary of State Colin Powell in 2005, an end to
civil war was reached and the framework for
an independent Southern Sudan was estab-
lished.

There are many people who deserve credit
for fostering this momentous occasion. | thank
President Barack Obama and Vice-President
JOE BIDEN for their leadership in rallying the
international community to push this ref-
erendum through; Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton for helping broker peace in the region;
Ambassador Susan Rice for building support
for South Sudan in the United Nations; and
Special Envoy Princeton Lyman, his prede-
cessor, Scott Gration, and numerous other
U.S. Government officials who worked tire-
lessly to bring peace and independence to a
troubled region.

A special word of praise goes out to the tire-
less efforts of dozens of American diplomats
who, in the face of considerable danger, have
been on the ground throughout Sudan. They
helped to forge independence for South
Sudan through guidance, advice, and collabo-
ration with both sides and helped facilitate ne-
gotiations that culminated in the referendum
for South Sudan’s independence. Our heroic
diplomats will continue to remain in both coun-
tries to support them through this time of tran-
sition.

The United States has worked long and
hard for this moment. Our commitment, how-
ever, does not end with the declaration. | look
forward to working with my colleagues and the
State Department in helping the new African
nation establish their economy, strengthen
their democracy and meet the needs of the
people. This is a joyous event for South
Sudan and an inspiration to the world for
achieving peace and stability.

HONORING CORPORAL FRANK
GROSS

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, July 20, 2011

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life, sacrifice, and heroism of Army
Corporal Frank Gross, of Oldsmar, Florida.

CPL Gross, a member of the 38th Cavalry
Regiment, lost his life on July 16th in Khost,
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Afghanistan, when the vehicle he was riding in
was struck by an improvised explosive device.

As Vice-Chairman of the House Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs, | constantly find myself in
awe of the sacrifices and efforts that are made
on behalf of our great country by the men and
women who have worn the uniform of our
Armed Services. CPL Gross personified this
dedication by postponing a bright career to en-
list in the United States Army and follow in the
footsteps of his grandfathers into military serv-
ice.

Outside of the Army, Frank was an out-
standing baseball player who attended college
on a baseball scholarship. Off of the baseball
diamond, CPL Gross demonstrated a talented
artistic ability and ultimately earned bachelor’s
and master’s degrees from Full Sail University
in digital arts and entertainment business.

Mr. Speaker, though proud to have such a
fine example from the Tampa Bay community,
it is with great remorse that | rise to com-
memorate the life of CPL Gross. As | stated,
| am in awe of the young men and women,
such as Frank Gross, who choose to serve
alongside their countrymen in our military. As
professionals in all that they do, they exhibit
honor, courage, and commitment in every pur-
suit. Their sacrifices, such as that made by
CPL Gross, will not be forgotten.

—————

COMMENDING J.J. O’CONNOR AND
THE OTHER PARTICIPANTS IN
THE 1918 TRENCH FEVER STUDY

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 20, 2011

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to pay tribute to the American soldiers
who participated in the 1918 Trench Fever
study, conducted by the American Red Cross.
Their service was brought to my attention by
one of my constituents, Eugene O’Connor,
whose father, Joseph John O’Connor, served
as a private in the U.S. Army during World
War | and participated in the study.

After volunteering along with 19 other Amer-
ican soldiers, Pvt. O’Connor, at the time only
19 years old, was selected to participate in the
study to determine the causes and progres-
sion of trench fever, an illness that was one of
the most prevalent diseases amongst soldiers
during World War |. From 1915 to 1918, near-
ly 1 million soldiers became ill from trench
fever, many of whom remained ill for months.

On February 23, 1918, Pvt. O’Connor was
directly injected with 15 c.c. of plasma from
soldiers suffering from trench fever, eventually
becoming severely ill while researchers docu-
mented the progression, effects, and trans-
mission of the disease. After two continuous
months of the illness, and having suffered
from its debilitating effects, Pvt. O’Connor re-
covered and returned to the front lines as an
ambulance driver and stretch-bearer until the
end of the war.

Mr. Speaker, Pvt. O’Connor and the other
soldiers who participated in the Trench Fever
study were never recognized, compensated,
or acknowledged for their sacrifice. They de-
serve to be properly recognized for the cour-
age and sacrifice they made to help doctors
understand and treat a disease afflicting their
fellow soldiers. Because of their participation,
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this illness has been all but eradicated in mod-
ern times. We owe Joseph John O’Connor
and these other brave men a debt of gratitude.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. CHARLES W. DENT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 20, 2011

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 601
and 602: | regret that | was unavoidably ab-
sent on Monday, July 18, 2011, due to a fam-
ily obligation. Had | been present for the two
votes which occurred, | would have voted
“aye” on H.R. 33, rollcall No. 601 and “aye”
on Approving the Journal, rollcall No. 602.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 37TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF TURKEY’S ILLEGAL IN-
VASION OF CYPRUS

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 20, 2011

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
recognize the 37th anniversary of Turkey’s ille-
gal occupation of Cyprus. | hope that my col-
leagues in the House of Representatives will
join me in calling for an end to this occupation.

On July 20th 1974, Turkey invaded Cyprus
in violation of international law and at great
cost to the citizens of Cyprus. Turkish troops
established a heavily-armed force which occu-
pied the northern part of Cyprus and continues
to occupy close to 37 percent of Cyprus’ terri-
tory. The invasion forced nearly 200,000
Greek Cypriots to flee their homes and made
one-third of the Cypriot population refugees in
their own country.

Turkey continues to illegally occupy northern
Cyprus with a force of approximately 43,000
troops. This incredible number of troops
amounts to almost one Turkish soldier for
every two Turkish Cypriots. The military occu-
pation of northern Cyprus continues in the
face of international pressure to achieve a
peaceful settlement.

While military occupation of northern Cyprus
continues to be a constant threat to peace, the
forcible expulsion of Greek Cypriots and U.S.
citizens has resulted in the mass colonization
of their homes and property. At the time of the
invasion this amounted to almost one-third of
the total population of the island being ex-
pelled and having their property taken. Once
again this illegal colonization comes in defi-
ance of international calls on Turkey to take
action to stop the illegal occupation and en-
sure the return of properties to their rightful
owners.

In fact, since 1974 more than 75 resolutions
have been adopted by the U.N. Security
Council and more than 13 by the U.N. General
Assembly calling for a withdrawal of Turkish
troops and the return of refugees to their right-
ful homes. However, the Turkish government
continues to remain defiant, plainly ignoring
these calls to withdraw and continuing to dis-
play blatant disrespect towards Greek Cypriots
and their property.

We continue to see Turkey pursuing policies
that not only hurt its relations with nations that
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