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wage requirements for federal contracts.
Throughout the appropriations process for the
upcoming fiscal year, | have voted against
other similar amendments that seek to give
federal contractors the ability to undercut the
local wage levels on contracts valued at more
than $2,000.

The Davis-Bacon Act has been law since
1930, and simply requires that federal contrac-
tors, performing work for the government val-
ued at more than $2,000, must be paid at
least the local prevailing wage and fringe ben-
efits in the area. This ensures that any work-
ers that are working on a federal contract re-
ceive the same compensation as the work
done by their neighbors. In a time of great
economic difficulty and uncertainty for so
many working families in our country, | will
staunchly oppose efforts to undermine or
weaken common-sense protections like those
put in place by the Davis-Bacon Act.

——
RECOGNIZING THE NEW YORK
STATE SISTER CITIES CON-
FERENCE

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 15, 2011

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of the New York State Sister Cities
Conference being held today in Cheektowaga,
New York.

For the first time in over a decade, New
York State Sister Cities will be holding a con-
ference to connect all interested parties to
share their mutual visions and plans to con-
tinue to bring together community leaders and
motivated citizens in an effort to improve their
community and the world.

President Dwight D. Eisenhower created the
organization in 1956 to develop international
bonds between communities in the United
States and abroad while working with ordinary
citizens to build relationships that transcend
politics and promote world peace. Sister Cities
now represents more than 700 US commu-
nities and nearly 2,500 partnerships with sister
communities in 134 nations.

Sister Cities International is a leader for
local community development and volunteer
action. It fosters the development of partner-
ships between municipalities in the United
States and similar jurisdictions in other na-
tions. These long-term friendships allow citi-
zens to experience and explore other cultures,
implement and strengthen economic and com-
munity development, and stimulate environ-
ments through which communities collabo-
ratively solve problems through reciprocal cul-
tural, educational, municipal, business, profes-
sional, and technical exchanges.

This conference will give citizens the oppor-
tunity to network, share proven practices, and
discuss recent trends in diplomacy leaving ev-
eryone prepared to connect communities and
strengthen partnerships worldwide.

The mission of this program is to promote
peace through mutual respect, understanding
and cooperation—one individual, one commu-
nity at a time. And never has there been a
time when organizations like Sister Cities have
been more vital to promoting peace, coopera-
tion, and the ideal of the United States than
there has been now.
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My district benefits tremendously through
Sister Cities’ partnerships with communities in
nations such as Ghana, China, Germany,
Israel, and Poland. | fully support the efforts of
this beneficial program to continue to promote
transparency between communities and cul-
tures.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride | stand
today to recognize the 2011 New York State
Sister Cities Conference. | also call upon my
colleagues to join me in applauding the great
work that it is doing every day.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JEFF FLAKE

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 15, 2011

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No.
573, | mistakenly voted nay instead of yea. It
had been my intention to support final pas-
sage of H.R. 2018, the Clean Water Coopera-
tive Federalism Act of 2011. While | am aware
that a vote may not be changed after a rollcall
vote has been closed, | would like the Record
to reflect this error and to reiterate my support
for H.R. 2018.

———

HONORING THE SERVICE AND SAC-
RIFICE OF PAUL H. PROTZENKO

HON. JOE COURTNEY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 15, 2011

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great sadness that | rise today to honor Paul
H. Protzenko of Enfield, Connecticut. Paul was
killed on July 9, 2011, when his vehicle was
attacked by small arms fire in Afghanistan,
where he was training local officers on crime
scene investigation techniques and police tac-
tics.

Born in Agawam, Massachusetts, Paul had
been a proud resident of Enfield of many
years. Paul served as a Sergeant in the U.S.
Army for 6 years and went on to serve for 22
years as a Connecticut State Trooper First
Class. After retiring from the force in 2009,
Paul selflessly decided to serve his country in
Afghanistan by employing his talents and ex-
pertise in law enforcement to help local offi-
cers protect their communities and take
charge of their future.

Paul’s life can only be described as a life of
service to others. His passionate love for his
country and community afforded him two life-
saving medals as a trooper and an additional
medal while serving in the military.

In Enfield, Paul was a communicant of St.
Adalbert Church. Outside of his professional
life, he stayed active as an avid martial artist,
marksman, and skier. Neighbors and friends
remember Paul as a standout figure in the
community who—whether in uniform or not—
always sought to keep the people around him
safe.

Above all, he was devoted to his family.
Paul will be deeply missed by his wife, Lyse;
his three children Jennifer, Anthony, and Mat-
thew; his parents; and his grandchildren. We
must always remember those who dedicate
their lives to serving this great country. Paul
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made the ultimate sacrifice for us and we will
always remember and honor him for it. My
thoughts and prayers are with his family, his
neighbors, and his brothers on the state police
force. | ask my colleagues to join me in
mourning the loss and honoring the life of this
courageous man, Paul H. Protzenko.

———

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2012

SPEECH OF

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 11, 2011

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2354) making ap-
propriations for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2012, and for other pur-
poses:

Mr. MICHAUD. Madam Chair, | rise today in
opposition of the McClintock amendment to
H.R. 2354, the Energy and Water Develop-
ment Appropriations Act of 2012.

This amendment would eliminate regional
economic development commissions, and |
believe that it comes at exactly the wrong time
for thousands of communities throughout the
United States.

Regional development commissions have a
successful track record of spurring much
needed investment into the economic develop-
ment of distressed communities. They should
be preserved and expanded, not eliminated.

One of these commissions directly contrib-
utes to the economy in my home State of
Maine. The Northern Border Regional Com-
mission, NBRC, is charged with investing in
the economic development of the most dis-
tressed areas of Maine, New Hampshire,
Vermont, and northern New York.

By working directly with each state and ex-
isting economic development districts, the
NBRC is in a unique position to address our
region’s shared challenges and obstacles in a
coordinated way that cuts across state lines.

Since fiscal year 2010, the NBRC has been
funded at $1.5 million. Despite these limited
resources, it has already awarded $1.3 million
to meaningful projects throughout the region.

For example, last September, the NBRC
made its first investments in Maine, including
an expansion of the Port of Eastport, which is
part of a project that will result in the retention
of 18 jobs and the creation of 26 new ones.

The NBRC is now preparing to accept appli-
cations for a second round of projects, which
will spur additional investment and job creation
through our region.

If Congress eliminates funding for the
NBRC, it cannot build on the progress that
has already been made. The NBRC and other
commissions like it would not be able to con-
tinue their mission of creating and protecting
job opportunities in some of the most eco-
nomically disadvantaged parts of our country.

Madam Chair, during tough economic times
it is unacceptable to shut down these commis-
sions, which share a common mission of
partnering with states and local communities
to create jobs and further economic develop-
ment.
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| urge my colleagues to reject the McClin-
tock amendment.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, July 15, 2011

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, on July 14,
2011, for rollcalls 574-576 my vote was re-
corded as “aye.” | ask that my vote be re-
corded as: rollcall No. 574: “no”, rollcall No.
575: “no”, rollcall No. 576: “no.”

———
IN RECOGNITION OF THE INTER-
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF

HEAT & FROST INSULATORS &
ALLIED WORKERS, LOCAL 16,
SAN FRANCISCO CHAPTER

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 15, 2011

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise with
my colleagues Congresswoman  NANCY
PELOSI, Congressman GEORGE MILLER, Con-
gresswoman BARBARA LEE, and Congressman
JERRY MCNERNEY to congratulate the Inter-
national Association of Heat & Frost Insulators
& Allied Workers, Local 16, San Francisco
Chapter, on its 100th anniversary celebration.

On August 1, 1911, Local 16 was chartered
as a member of the International Association
of Heat & Frost Insulators & Allied Workers
International Union, AFL-CIO/CLC. For the
past century, Local 16 has worked to ensure
the health and safety of consumers and has
reduced both carbon dioxide emissions and
energy costs through advancements in insula-
tion installation.

Local 16 has played a key role in raising
public and industry awareness of the health
dangers associated with handling asbestos
materials. Certified professionals of the
Insulators and Allied Workers Unions continue
to safely remove asbestos and replace it with
more environmentally friendly insulation mate-
rial. In the last decade, Local 16 has trained
an average of 125 Hazardous Waste Handlers
and Firestoppers annually. This leadership
and dedication to public safety helps to pro-
vide Americans with healthier homes and
working environments.

With professional installations, Local 16 en-
sures that less energy is lost through insula-
tion, saving Americans money and reducing
the amount of carbon dioxide that is gen-
erated. This commitment to consumers and to
the planet has helped the Local 16 member-
ship base expand across two states, rep-
resenting over 1,000 active members, retirees,
and families throughout California and Ne-
vada. For these members, Local 16 strives for
workplace equality and improved job opportu-
nities, all while working to stimulate our re-
gional and national economies.

Mr. Speaker, we are truly honored to pay
tribute to our friends in the International Asso-
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ciation of Heat & Frost Insulators & Allied
Workers, Local 16, in recognition of their
100th anniversary. We ask our colleagues to
join with us in congratulating the San Fran-
cisco branch for its continued leadership and
commitment to service, and we wish them
success in all future endeavors.

———

TRIBUTE TO MRS. WILLYE MAE
PAYNE OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

HON. BOBBY L. RUSH

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 15, 2011

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, it is often difficult
to find words to express the depth of one’s
feelings with the passing of a constituent. Nev-
ertheless, | rise today to pay tribute to the late
Willye Mae Payne, who made her heavenly
transition on Tuesday, July 12, 2011.

Mrs. Payne dedicated her life towards mak-
ing a difference in the lives of other people.
She was a shining example of how God can
use even the ordinary to accomplish the ex-
traordinary. Indeed, many who have had the
privilege of knowing and associating with her
have come to recognize that they are much
better the person as a result.

A member of the Salem Baptist Church of
Chicago, Mrs. Payne worked for over thirty-
five years at the Children’s Audy Home and
the Cook County Hospital. She attended
Malclom X Community College and graduated
from Olive Harvey Community College as a Li-
censed Practical Nurse. | have been privileged
to know and work with her granddaughter,
Cheryl Hyman, the Chancellor of the City Col-
leges of Chicago.

Mr. Speaker, | want to encourage her chil-
dren Katherine McMurtry, Jacklyn Payne,
James Payne, Walter Payne and Christine
Jackson, her brother Mr. Johnny Robinson,
her grandchildren, great grandchildren, the en-
tire family and the many friends of Mrs. Willye
Mae Payne to always remember to look to the
hills from which comes all of their help, trust-
ing that their help will surely come from the
Lord. | am honored to pay tribute to this out-
standing woman and privileged to enter these
words into the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD of the
United States House of Representatives.

———

CONGRATULATING MULTISORB
TECHNOLOGIES

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 15, 2011

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure | rise today to congratulate Multisorb
Technologies on 50 years as a thriving com-
pany in Western New York and an innovator
in the field of active packaging.

Founded in 1961 by John S. Cullen,
Multisorb Technologies set out to address the
needs of protecting products against moisture.
They are now the world leader in active pack-

aging.
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Multisorb sends their product protection all
over the world with main facilities in Buffalo
and in Telford, England. They have built a re-
port as a reliable and consistent company
over their 50 years.

Multisorb employs hundreds of skilled tech-
nicians, researchers, engineers and sales peo-
ple that all work hard everyday to produce the
best product possible.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor | stand
today to commemorate Multisorb Technologies
50th anniversary. | extend my thanks to their
contribution to the Western New York commu-
nity in which they call home; as well as my
best wishes for continued success.

————

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2012

SPEECH OF

HON. RICK LARSEN

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 13, 2011

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2354) making ap-
propriations for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2012, and for other pur-
poses:

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Mr. Chair, |
rise today in support of the Fortenberry
amendment to increase funding for the NNSA
Defense Nuclear Nonproliferation program.

This amendment, which | cosponsored, pro-
vides a $35 million increase to the non-
proliferation account. Unfortunately, this in-
crease represents only a small percentage of
the $463 million in cuts to nonproliferation in
the bill.

Nonproliferation efforts are vital to our na-
tional security. These programs ensure that
loose nuclear material is secured and prevent
nuclear weapons from falling into the hands of
hostile countries or terrorists. To implement
drastic budget cuts does very real damage to
the progress we are making toward these
goals.

Just last year at the Nuclear Summit, Presi-
dent Obama gained the agreement from sev-
eral countries to work with the U.S. in securing
nuclear weapons-grade material. Through the
NNSA Gilobal Threat Reduction Initiative, we
will work with nations like Poland, Ghana, Ni-
geria, Kazakhstan and others to remove highly
enriched uranium and to convert their reac-
tors.

There is no question: taking these steps is
very much in the national security of the U.S.
There are those who would do anything to
gain and use this material to do significant
harm to our troops and our country.

| am supportive of this amendment, but it
represents only a step toward the resources
that are necessary for this important program.
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