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HONORING SHANNA ROGERS

HON. MICHAEL H. MICHAUD

OF MAINE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 12, 2011

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Shanna Rogers for being awarded
the Geneva Kirk Award by the United Way
Foundation of Androscoggin.

The Geneva Kirk Award is given annually by
United Way of Androscoggin to individuals
who have exemplified exceptional vol-
unteerism and service to their community. This
award honors the memory of Miss Geneva
Kirk who dedicated her life to serving and
teaching others, volunteering in a multitude of
ways throughout her community.

Shanna was nominated by Androscoggin
Head Start not only for her innumerable hours
of community service to Head Start, but also
for her involvement in many other organiza-
tions. Shanna works part time for the Neigh-
borhood Housing League and part time at
Marché’s Restaurant. In her work with the
Neighborhood Housing League, Shanna acts
as an advocate for safe and affordable hous-
ing and as a mentor for tenants in the down-
town area.

Her tireless work with Androscoggin Head
Start and Child Care, the Neighborhood Hous-
ing League, the Women’s Wisdom Center and
the Visible Community demonstrates a com-
mitment to her neighbors that would have
made Geneva proud.

| am extremely honored to congratulate
Shanna Rogers for receiving the Geneva Kirk
Award.

Mr. Speaker, please join me again in recog-
nizing Shanna Rogers for her hard work within
her community.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 12, 2011

Mr. JOHNSON of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, on
Monday July 11, 2011, due to inclement
weather in Chicago, lllinois, | was unable to
cast my votes for Roll Nos. 534, 535, 536,
537, and 538. | was originally booked on
United flight 5347 from Springfield at 1:15
(CST), connecting to United flight 704 leaving
O’Hare at 3:00 p.m. and arriving in DCA at
5:49 (EST). | was also backed up on Amer-
ican Airlines flight 3879 departing Chicago
O’Hare at 3:00 p.m. However, | could not
make either of these flights due to my original
flight from Springfield being delayed until 7:00
p.m.

Had | been present, my votes would have
been as follows:

For Roll No. 534, to increase funding for the
Corps of Engineers construction by $133.8
million and Operations and Maintenance by
$51 million and reduce funding for Nuclear En-
ergy by $133.8 million and Fossil Energy Re-
search and Development by $92.8 million, |
would have voted “nay.”

For Roll No. 535, which reduces the Mis-
souri River Fish and Wildlife project by $1.75
million and increases Operations and Mainte-
nance by $1 million for levee repair, | would
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have voted “yea.” In light of the recent prob-
lems with flooding along the Mississippi, this
transfer appears to be prudent.

For Roll No. 536, which transfer $6.3 million
from supervision and general administrative
expenses in the headquarters of the Corps of
Engineers to Corps of Engineers, Operation
and Maintenance for dredging of waterways, |
would have voted “yea.” As with Roll No. 535,
recent flooding problems make this transfer
prudent.

For Roll No. 537, which transfers $4.9 mil-
lion from Operation and Maintenance for glob-
al warming to the Spending Reduction Ac-
count, | would have voted “yea.” | have voted
to cut spending in a host of programs includ-
ing those with which | am sympathetic.

For Roll No. 538, which transfers $3.25 bil-
lion from various research and development
accounts and regional economic development
commissions to the Spending Reduction Ac-
count, | would have voted “yea.” | have voted
to cut spending in a host of programs includ-
ing those with which | am sympathetic.

————

TRIBUTE TO GEORGE E.
SHINHOSTER ON HIS RETIREMENT

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 12, 2011

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, | ask my col-
leagues here in the House of Representatives
to join me as | rise to pay tribute to the won-
derful accomplishments of George E.
Shinhoster as he retires from the YMCA of
Newark and Vicinity. It is indeed a pleasure for
me to add my congratulations to that of his
family, friends and colleagues of the YMCA of
Newark and Vicinity as they celebrate in honor
of a man who has been a Y professional for
42 years. George Shinhoster’s retirement caps
a career that saw him lead YMCA’s in multiple
states, with his last five years in the great
State of New Jersey. For all the contributions
he has made over the years, Mr. Shinhoster
deserves to be feted on this marvelous albeit
melancholy occasion.

The YMCA of Newark and Vicinity was for-
tunate to have the wise counsel of Mr.
Shinhoster who came to serve on an interim
basis but chose to stay for an extended pe-
riod. During his tenure, he was able to accom-
plish multiple goals including a positive finan-
cial bottom line. Rarely has an individual been
such an integral part of an organization where
strength, integrity and determination have
been the driving forces of the outcomes.
Clearly, George Shinhoster could have taken
his talents elsewhere but the Y is extremely
grateful that he chose to follow in the foot-
steps of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King whom
he credits with much of his accomplishments.
In fact, George Shinhoster worked with Dr.
King during the 1960’s and participated in
many of the civil rights initiatives occurring
during that time period.

Based on George’s background, it is no
wonder that he chose to serve and he has
served well. As a strong supporter of the
YMCA and its programs for youth, it has been
my personal honor to work with George
Shinhoster and to encourage his efforts.
These efforts have led to some dynamic im-
provements and image boosting for the YMCA
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of Newark and Vicinity. His sphere of influence
in the community and the synergy he helped
to create through the Y will always be remem-
bered by the many employees, program par-
ticipants and residents of the Greater Newark
area.

Mr. Speaker, | know my fellow members of
the House of Representatives agree that
George Shinhoster has been a part of the fab-
ric of the Y and that his departure will leave
a void that will not easily be filled. We wish
him well in this new phase of his life.

———

TRIBUTE TO ORANGE BEACH FIRE
CHIEF FORNEY HOWARD

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 12, 2011

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
an Alabamian who for more than four decades
has stood watch over our communities and
our homes, keeping us safe and risking his
own life to protect many who were at the
mercy of a fire, an accident or an unforeseen
force of nature. On August 1, 2011, after forty-
plus years on the job, Orange Beach Fire
Chief Forney Howard will officially retire from
public service.

Chief Howard began his career in 1970
when he joined the City of Birmingham Fire
Department. During his tenure in Alabama’s
largest city, Forney served in the Birmingham
Fire Training Division for five years as Captain
and as Chief of Training.

During this period, over 500 firefighter re-
cruits were trained and graduated from the
Training Bureau. He had the privilege of being
part of the first Paramedic Class in the State
of Alabama during the summer of 1973. Chief
Howard also served on the Birmingham’s first
Hazmat Unit. At his retirement from the Bir-
mingham Fire Department, Chief Howard was
Battalion Chief for the eastern district of that
city.

In April 2004, Forney Howard was ap-
pointed interim Fire Chief for the City of Or-
ange Beach, and the following month the
Mayor and City Council made the appointment
permanent. His experience and abilities were
put to the test early in his tenure when Hurri-
cane lvan made a direct hit on the Gulf Coast
in September of that same year.

Under his tenure with the City of Orange
Beach, Chief Howard has lead the Fire De-
partment and their Emergency Management
services through several tropical occurrences,
fires and the 2010 BP oil spill. Less than two
months prior to his retirement, Chief Howard
directed the Orange Beach Fire and Rescue
response effort that successfully battled a sig-
nificant wildfire at Gulf State Park.

In 2003, Chief Howard was recognized as
Firefighter of the Year in Orange Beach,
Emergency Technician of the Year for Bir-
mingham in 1975, and has been a past mem-
ber and past President of the Alabama Asso-
ciation of Fire Chiefs. Chief Howard served on
the Board of Trustees for South Baldwin Med-
ical Center and is currently on the Board of
Trustees for Columbia Southern University,
where he also obtained a Bachelor's Degree
in Fire Science.

A fighter who not only saved lives but is
also a cancer survivor himself, Chief Howard
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recently told the Baldwin Register newspaper
that he always enjoyed his work. “People’s
worst days are our best days. That's when we
get to do something and help people. We
don’t want anybody’s house to burn, but we
know what to do. We don’t want anybody to
get sick and have chest pains, but we know
how to help you.”

On behalf of the people of South Alabama,
| wish to extend heartfelt congratulations to
Chief Howard for a job well done. As he pre-
pares to pass the reins of leadership, | wish all
the best to him, his lovely wife of 45 years,
Joyce, and their two children and five grand-
children.

———

HONORING DENNIS SISTO OF NAPA
COUNTY, CALIFORNIA

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 12, 2011

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to recognize Dennis Sisto on the
occasion of his retirement as President and
Chief Executive Officer of Queen of the Valley
Medical Center in Napa County, California.
Dennis’ leadership will be truly missed by his
colleagues, health care providers throughout
the Napa Valley, and all of us in the commu-
nity who have received superlative medical
care from Queen of the Valley during his ten-
ure.

Mr. Sisto has worked for the St. Joseph
Health System for 24 years, the past 13 at
Queen of the Valley. During his tenure, Mr.
Sisto has served as a champion for the health
and quality of life of the Napa Valley commu-
nity. To respond to the needs of the under-
served, he has guided Queen of the Valley
through the creation of new healthcare serv-
ices for persons with HIV/AIDS, cancer and
congestive heart failure directed at individuals
without health insurance or the ability to pay.
His leadership has ushered in an unprece-
dented era of technological growth for
healthcare services in the Valley, bringing
such advancements as the robotic surgical
system, a state-of-the-art linear accelerator for
the treatment of cancer patients, an imaging
center housing the world’s finest diagnostic
imaging equipment and a new Outpatient Sur-
gery and Procedure Center.

To focus on improving community health
and address higher than anticipated Napa
County mortality rates for heart disease, can-
cer, stroke and diabetes, Mr. Sisto has led the
development process for the Queen of the
Valley Medical Center's state of the art
Wellness Center. The Wellness Center offers
specialized programs directed at persons who
need professional supervision to manage high
health risks and chronic diseases. The cre-
ation of the Wellness Center represents a sig-
nificant step forward for hospitals, allowing
Queen of the Valley to expand its focus be-
yond acute care and offer preventive services
as well as health maintenance programs.

Running a medical center in today’s world
can be a thankless and complex endeavor. It
takes great integrity, a steady hand and a
strong sense of humor to handle all of the
challenges that present themselves to our
hospital administrators. Mr. Sisto has all of
these qualities in spades. He has been an in-
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valuable partner in the process as we imple-
ment the Affordable Care Act on the local
level.

Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct pleasure to
recognize Dennis Sisto for his many years of
service to Napa and to thank him for his con-
tributions to wellness and health care in our
community. | join his wife, Judy, his entire
family and our colleagues in wishing him the
best as he enters this new phase of his life.

RECOGNIZING POLAND’S PRESI-
DENCY OF THE COUNCIL OF THE
EUROPEAN UNION

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 12, 2011

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today on
behalf of more than 110,000 of my constitu-
ents who are of Polish descent. It is my privi-
lege to recognize Poland’s upcoming role as
the governing body of the Presidency of the
Council of the European Union. Poland is a
strong democratic ally of the United States
with diplomatic relations extending over 100
years.

Last summer | had the privilege to travel to
Poland and represent the United States Con-
gress in Krakow for the Community of Democ-
racies conference. Over 70 ambassadors from
democratic and currently democratizing coun-
tries around the world attended the 10th an-
nual conference to discuss the future of de-
mocracy, and to celebrate the progress de-
mocracy has made so far. The trip was an im-
portant moment in solidifying the already
strong diplomatic relations between the United
States and Poland and displayed Poland’s ar-
dent commitment to furthering democratic
ideals throughout the world.

While in Poland, | was fortunate to witness
democracy first hand as the nation held a spe-
cial presidential election after the death of Pol-
ish President Lech Kaczynski. President
Kaczynski and 95 others tragically died in a
plane crash over Smolensk, Russia more than
a year ago. During my trip to Krakow, | visited
the Wawel Cathedral and had the opportunity
to lay a wreath at the grave of President
Kaczynski. | was truly humbled to experience
the incredible sense of community and togeth-
erness among the Polish people. | was also
honored to deliver a flag and resolution from
Speaker NANCY PELOSI on behalf of the House
of Representatives to Foreign Minister
Radoslaw Sikorski expressing sympathy for
Poland’s tragic loss. The people of the United
States stand in admiration of the strength of
Poland’s democratic institutions, which have
persevered through three centuries filled with
many hardships.

Poland’s leadership at the Presidency of the
European Union not only displays Poland’s in-
fluence in the world’s largest economy, but
shows the growing respect the Nation receives
as a growing voice within the global commu-
nity. During its presidency, Poland hopes to
successfully lead the European Union toward
economic growth and an enhanced political
community. Poland has set forth a “Six-Month
Program” that will focus on three fundamental
priorities it plans to achieve during their ten-
ure. The first priority is to increase integration
with the European Union. Poland believes that
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it is essential to create an internally competi-
tive Europe and to develop a single European
market within the European Union. Addition-
ally, Poland hopes to improve the security of
the European Union primarily through an in-
crease in economic macro-security and
through the development of an external en-
ergy policy. Poland also believes that the Eu-
ropean Union will significantly benefit from
economic openness. The Presidency will fully
support any European Union enlargement, as
well as continued participation in the World
Trade Organization.

Finally, | would like to remind my colleagues
in Congress to keep in mind Poland’s inclu-
sion in the Visa Waiver Program, supported by
President Obama. With Poland’s strong diplo-
matic ties to the United States, and their grow-
ing influence in the European Union and the
global community, it is important to finally in-
clude Poland in visa-free travel to the United
States. It will promote increased relations with
a democratic ally of the United States, as well
as further encourage economic and cultural
exchange between our two nations.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to recognize Po-
land as the upcoming governing body of the
Presidency of the Council of the European
Union. Poland is a democratic ally of the
United States whose diplomatic relations will
only strengthen as time goes on. | have seen
first-hand their commitment to democracy and
their importance as an ally.

———

REAFFIRMING COMMITMENT TO
NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT OF
ISRAELI-PALESTINIAN CONFLICT

SPEECH OF

HON. EDWARD J. MARKEY

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 6, 2011

Mr. MARKEY. Madam Speaker, | rise to ex-
press my support for House Resolution 268,
which reaffirms the United States’ long-
standing policy of support for Israel and a fair,
negotiated conclusion to the ongoing Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. This resolution clearly de-
scribes the final outcome that the United
States has envisioned for so long: two demo-
cratic states—one lIsraeli, one Palestinian—Iliv-
ing side-by-side in peace, security, and mutual
recognition.

Attempts by the Palestinians to circumvent
direct negotiations between the two nations,
most recently through attempts to hold a U.N.
vote on Palestinian statehood, have greatly
undermined the peace process. The United
States must continue to oppose such one-
sided attempts and work to ensure that the
final peace settlement is reached through fair
negotiations between the Israelis and the Pal-
estinians.

The resolution also confirms the United
States’ refusal to recognize any Palestinian
government that has not publicly and formally
renounced terrorism. This declaration is espe-
cially important in the wake of the recent union
of the Fatah and Hamas factions, the latter of
which the United States and the European
Union deem a terrorist organization. Peace
talks cannot continue until Palestinian leaders
dismantle all terrorist infrastructure embodied
within Hamas, take all necessary steps to
counter incitements to violence, and accept
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