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HONORING THE GULLETT FAMILY 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 11, 2011 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following proclamation. 

Whereas, Jim Gullett, Sr., was born in Cam-
den, Alabama between 1850 and 1852 in slav-
ery, his life has blessed us with descendants 
that have helped to shape our nation; and 

Whereas, the Gullett Family has produced 
many well respected citizens and their matri-
archs and patriarchs of the family are pillars of 
strength not only for their families, but for our 
nation as well; and 

Whereas, in our beloved Fourth Congres-
sional District of Georgia, we are honored to 
have many members of the Gullett family, in-
cluding Mrs. Adrienne Clark one of our most 
beloved citizens in our District who resides in 
Lithonia, Georgia; and 

Whereas, family is one of the most honored 
and cherished institutions in the world, we 
take pride in knowing that families such as the 
Gullett family have set aside this time to fel-
lowship with each other, honor one another 
and to pass along history to each other by 
meeting at this year’s family reunion in 
Lithonia, Georgia; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize the Gullett family 
in our District; 

Now therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHN-
SON, JR. do hereby proclaim Friday, July 15, 
2011 as Gullett Family Reunion Day in the 4th 
Congressional District. 

Proclaimed, this15th day of July, 2011. 
f 

HONORING JAVIER COLON, WIN-
NER OF THE FIRST SEASON OF 
‘‘THE VOICE’’ 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 11, 2011 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with the 
greatest pride that I rise today to extend my 
heartfelt congratulations to Stratford, Connecti-
cut’s native son, Javier Colon, the winner of 
the first season of television’s ‘‘The Voice.’’ 
Javier has an extraordinary talent and I am 
honored to join his hometown community of 
Stratford in congratulating him on his success. 

Those who knew Javier as he was growing 
up in Stratford knew that he was destined for 
success. As a student at Bunnell High School, 
he was known as a performer—acting in many 
school plays and standing out in the choir. He 
pursued his dream as a singer-songwriter, at-
tending the Hart Music School in West Hart-
ford, Connecticut and playing locally—solo at 
Starbucks in Bishop’s Corner and fronting 
EmcQ at the Arch Street Tavern. He even 
self-produced an album last year. Javier took 
a risk when he auditioned for ‘‘The Voice’’— 
taking time off from the job he was holding to 
support his family—but it was a risk he had to 
take to realize his dream. 

In its first season ‘‘The Voice,’’ the NBC 
vocal competition, invited talent from across 
the country to compete on live television for a 

chance at a cash prize and recording contract. 
Javier was one of thousands who chose to au-
dition and he battled his way through three ad-
ditional stages of competition and in the end, 
his unique style and renditions of Cyndi 
Lauper’s ‘‘Time After Time,’’ Ben E. King’s 
‘‘Stand by Me,’’ and Coldplay’s ‘‘Fix You’’ won 
the hearts of the shows judges and the Amer-
ican public to become ‘‘America’s Voice.’’ 

Throughout the competition, Javier said that 
his inspiration was his two girls—that he was 
doing it for them, so that they could have a 
better life. As they grow older, they will cer-
tainly be proud of all that he has achieved. 
Javier has made us all proud. In fact, in Con-
necticut, week after week, hundreds would 
gather in bars, restaurants, and living rooms to 
cheer him on. His dedication to his singing 
and his commitment to the hard work it takes 
to succeed has inspired countless people, not 
only in Connecticut, but across the country to 
pursue their own dreams. Today, the Stratford 
community will gather to welcome him home 
and wish him well as he enjoys this remark-
able achievement. 

I am honored to stand today to extend my 
sincere congratulations to Javier Colon, his 
parents, Migdalea and Pablo, as well as his 
wife, Maureen, and two daughters, Solana and 
Amaia. I can only imagine what a special time 
this must be for them and I wish them all the 
best for many more years of health, happi-
ness, and success. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2012 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 23, 2011 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2219) making ap-
propriations for the Department of Defense 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2012, 
and for other purposes: 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Chair, I rise in opposition to 
this bill. 

I thank the majority for allowing the House 
to work its will in a completely open fashion on 
this bill. It was a refreshing change. I only 
wish the outcome had been a bill that re-
flected better the international security and 
economic realities we are facing today. 

To be sure, there are many things in this bill 
that I strongly support. The 1.6 percent pay in-
crease for our troops is important and nec-
essary. The additional $1.5 billion for Guard 
and Reserve equipment modernization is 
badly needed. The $2.3 billion for family sup-
port and advocacy programs will help military 
families cope while their loved ones are away 
and help our troops reintegrate when they 
come home. And the bill also includes a crit-
ical suicide prevention amendment I offered. 

My amendment would give the Defense De-
partment $20 million to initiate suicide preven-
tion and counseling calls to help prevent these 
reservists from taking their own lives, as Cole-
man Bean, my constituent, tragically did in 
September 2008. For reservists like Coleman 
Bean of East Brunswick, New Jersey—those 
in the IRR, Individual Mobilization Augment-
ees, and Inactive National Guard members— 

there remains no dedicated suicide prevention 
programs to help them cope with the war-time 
experiences. These reservists need our help, 
and I’m pleased my amendment was accept-
ed. 

Unfortunately, the good provisions in this bill 
are vastly outweighed by the absolute failure 
of the majority to make the Pentagon subject 
to the same kind of budget reductions they are 
so eagerly imposing on every other federal 
agency. 

Since the year began, we’ve heard con-
stantly from the majority that our debt is the 
greatest threat to our national security. If they 
really believed that, they would have sup-
ported the $70 billion in cuts to the budget that 
I voted for during the debate on this bill. In-
stead, the only true cut they supported to this 
bloated, $650 billion defense budget is a $125 
million reduction in funding for military bands. 

The majority’s message is clear: we will 
continue down the path of trying to balance 
the budget on the backs of the poor, the dis-
abled, school children, and seniors. The Pen-
tagon budget—which now funds a weakly jus-
tified war in Libya, a continued occupation of 
Iraq, and a military quagmire in Afghanistan— 
remains as the great sacred cow in the federal 
budget. There is no greater example today of 
our upside-down priorities than this budget. 

This bill will provide nearly $13 billion for an 
Afghan security force that is riddled with cor-
ruption, Taliban sympathizers, and drug traf-
fickers. The bill continues to fund our pres-
ence in Iraq—tens of thousands of American 
troops remain in that country, and as we’ve 
seen they remain targets, with still more killed 
and wounded this year. 

So much of this bill continues to be devoted 
to spending tens of billions of dollars on weap-
ons systems that were designed to meet a So-
viet threat that vanished 20 years ago. This 
week, a colleague from Vermont, Mr. WELCH, 
offered an amendment to this bill that would 
have eliminated funding for a next-generation 
nuclear bomber, a bomber to replace the B– 
2. Why in the world do we need such a plat-
form in the first place? It was not a B–2 bomb-
er that killed Osama bin Laden, but a U.S. 
Special Operations Forces team working with 
our intelligence community that eliminated the 
al Qaeda leader. Buying new nuclear bombers 
would simply be a form of defense-sector cor-
porate welfare to protect against a threat that 
does not exist. Yet Mr. WELCH’s amendment 
was defeated, and so we will continue to fund 
the development of an airplane we don’t need. 

I offered an amendment with several of my 
colleagues that would have simply cut the rate 
of increase in Pentagon spending. Instead of 
allowing a $17 billion increase over last year’s 
Pentagon budget, it would cap the increase at 
$8.5 billion without impacting military pay or 
benefits. That amendment was also de-
feated—and its defeat only proved what I sus-
pected: the majority is not serious about reign-
ing in government spending. 

Most of the attention this week was directed 
toward spending more for the military than we 
even have, spending more that the rest of the 
world—all together—and more than we can af-
ford, even as so many people are calling for 
austerity measures to cut college aid, bridges 
and trains, environmental protection, and even 
Medicare. Yet the majority did not hesitate to 
deny training to military chaplains for imple-
menting the repeal of ‘‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’’, 
or to prevent the Defense Department from 
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buying more fuel efficient vehicles, or to pre-
vent taxpayers from finding out about political 
contributions by defense contractors. For all of 
these reasons, I am voting against this bill. 

f 

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2012 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DENNIS A. CARDOZA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 8, 2011 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2354) making ap-
propriations for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2012, and for other pur-
poses: 

Mr. CARDOZA. Mr. Chair, I rise to strike the 
last word. 

Mr. Chair, I rise today to object to the offset 
in the Energy and Water Development Appro-
priations Bill that rescinds all unobligated 
funds for the High Speed and Intercity Pas-
senger Rail program. This is funding that has 
been appropriated by Congress and awarded 
to worthy projects. Pulling it back now would 
break our commitment to our state partners, 
and cause costly delays for these job-creating 
infrastructure projects. 

In opposing this bait-and-switch to high 
speed rail funding for our states, I am in no 
way discounting the need for emergency dis-
aster relief for our friends in the South and 
Midwest who have survived catastrophic flood-
ing and tornadoes this spring. Additionally, I’ve 
consistently been a champion of deficit reduc-
tion, believing firmly that we need to pay for 
what we spend. 

However, I rise today to call attention to the 
absolute charade the majority is engaged in of 
requiring cuts to vital infrastructure invest-
ments to offset the cost of emergency spend-
ing. When this body appropriated funds for the 
victims of Hurricane Katrina, no other commu-
nity was made to suffer. When this body ap-
propriated funds for the victims of the Cali-
fornia wildfires, no other community was made 
to suffer. When this body appropriated funds 
for the victims of the wildfires in Arizona, no 
other community was made to suffer. Yet, 
today, on the floor of this House, we are being 
asked to make a choice between one suffering 
community and another, for no reason at all. 

Mr. Chair, I’ve come to the floor of this 
House numerous times explaining the dire 
economic situation facing my constituents. The 
foreclosure rate in my district is almost double 
the national average; three of the top ten cities 
in the country with the highest foreclosure 
rates are in my district. My district is home to 
three of the top ten communities with the high-
est unemployment in the nation. We have 
some of the highest poverty rates and lowest 
per capita income and educational levels in 
the nation. As if that weren’t enough, the San 
Joaquin Valley also has some of the worst air 
quality in the nation. In a nutshell, there is no 
area in the United States that cries out for job- 
creating infrastructure investments more than 
my district. 

Yet despite this incredible need, this bill pro-
poses to eliminate $386 million dollars of fund-

ing for two rail infrastructure projects in my 
district, resulting in the elimination of over 
10,000 direct jobs and an untold number that 
could be created by private economic develop-
ment around the train stations. Further, recall-
ing this funding would hobble a project that 
will ease traffic congestion and help to im-
prove the air quality of my district. And this 
bill, for the first time, cuts funding for a re-
gional and national priority in order to provide 
emergency relief. It is simply unconscionable 
to subjectively and maliciously force one com-
munity to suffer due to natural disaster some-
where else. It is simply unconscionable to 
make disaster relief for one region of the 
country come at the expense of a region that 
has been struggling for years due to the eco-
nomic downturn. It is unconscionable and be-
cause of that, I urge my Colleagues to vote no 
on this bill. 

f 

THE WORLD WILL MISS KIP 
TIERNAN 

HON. BARNEY FRANK 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 11, 2011 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, 
an extraordinary woman died earlier this 
month and she is mourned by a vast number 
of her closest relatives—the poor, the people 
down on their luck, and the homeless. Kip 
Tiernan had a passion for helping those most 
in need of help that was coupled with an ex-
traordinary understanding of how to get things 
done, even in the bleakest situations. She was 
inspired both by her own passion for battling 
the pain of her fellow human beings, and by 
Dorothy Day, another extraordinary woman 
who, like Kip Tiernan, translated her Catholic 
faith into a daily routine of charity to the best 
sense. Among those who worked closely with 
Kip on behalf of the homeless was my mother, 
Elsie, and I take great pride that these two 
women, both now passed away, admired each 
other strongly, and each often told of their 
great respect for each other. 

Mr. Speaker, on the Fourth of July the Bos-
ton Globe ran an article by Bryan Marquard 
that did a first-rate job of telling those who did 
not know Kip Tiernan about her, and giving 
those of us who did know her and benefitted 
from the warmth that she radiated for human-
ity, a chance to remember the best of times. 

Mr. Speaker, in the hopes that Kip Tiernan’s 
life will inspire others the way she herself was 
inspired by Dorothy Day, I ask that Mr. 
Marquard’s eloquent obituary of this great 
woman be printed here. 

[From the Boston Globe, July 4, 2011] 

(By Bryan Marquard) 

Kip Tiernan, who founded Rosie’s Place, 
the nation’s first shelter for homeless 
women, and whose persistent, raspy voice 
echoed from the streets to the State House 
as she advocated for the poor, died of cancer 
Saturday in her South End apartment. 

She was 85. 
Usually clad in a canvas hat and work 

pants, a cross and a skate key dangling from 
a leather strap around her neck, Ms. Tiernan 
helped create an A-to-Z of agencies that as-
sist the disadvantaged in Massachusetts. By 
example, she also inspired so many people to 
try to ease suffering that, directly or indi-
rectly, she may have touched more lives of 

the poor in the Commonwealth than anyone 
else in the past four decades. 

‘‘Every day of her life she lived for social 
justice, and the lives she saved were untold,’’ 
Mayor Thomas M. Menino said. ‘‘She always 
said that someday we will stamp out home-
lessness, but until that day we have to make 
sure everyone understands that a homeless 
person could be one of us. She was a very 
special person, and there’s a big hole in our 
lives today because Kip’s not here. This na-
tion is going to miss Kip Tiernan because of 
her fight for social justice.’’ 

Along with Fran Froehlich, her partner in 
advocacy for more than 35 years, Ms. 
Tiernan founded, helped found, or was a 
founding member of a number of agencies 
and panels, including Boston Health Care for 
the Homeless, Boston Food Bank, Commu-
nity Works, Aid to Incarcerated Mothers, 
Finex House, Food for Free, John Leary 
House, My Sister’s Place, Transition House, 
the Greater Boston Union of the Homeless, 
and Boston’s Emergency Shelter Commis-
sion. 

The range of suffering was such that 
‘‘sometimes you think there aren’t any tears 
left,’’ Ms. Tiernan told the Globe in 1988, 
‘‘and you find yourself sobbing.’’ 

Strong words were her response more often 
than tears, however. Drawn by faith to her 
calling, she brought unconditional love to 
each encounter with the homeless, and she 
didn’t hesitate to criticize the powerful if 
they backed what she believed were unfair 
policies or tried to slide by with words of 
pity. 

The cross she wore was more than a sym-
bol. 

‘‘A rooted woman, Kip always wears that 
cross,’’ Globe op-ed columnist James Carroll 
wrote in 1996, ‘‘which marks her not for piety 
or for a religion of easy answers, but for 
being, in her words, ’an angry daughter of 
Christ. . . . I find that the cross of Jesus is 
the radical condemnation of an unjust world. 
You have to stay with the one crucified or 
stand with the crucifiers.’ ’’ 

Sue Marsh, executive director of Rosie’s 
Place, said in a statement the she was ‘‘so 
sorry to be saying goodbye to a good friend 
of mine. . . . She has been the fiery, feisty, 
and beloved touchstone for the mission and 
vision of Rosie’s Place, a compassionate 
friend to every woman in need.’’ 

On behalf of housing, health care, and an 
array of social justice issues, Ms. Tiernan 
lobbied, fasted, marched in protest, and was 
arrested during sit-ins at government offices. 
In November 1990, she began a fast in Arling-
ton Street Church and explained why in an 
op-ed essay for the Globe. 

‘‘We should atone for what we have allowed 
to happen to all poor people in this state, in 
the name of fiscal austerity or plain mean- 
spiritedness. . . . We have, as citizens, much 
to repent for, for what we have and have not 
done, to ease the suffering of our sisters and 
brothers who have no lobby to protect 
them.’’ 

Before founding Rosie’s Place in 1974, Ms. 
Tiernan traveled to meet with legendary 
Catholic activist Dorothy Day, from whose 
life she drew inspiration and spiritual suste-
nance for the decades that lay ahead. 

Beth Healy, a Globe reporter who is writ-
ing a biography of Ms. Tiernan, said: ‘‘She 
had this soft spot in her heart for broken 
people, whether they were sick or mentally 
ill or struggling with addiction. Kip would 
hug a person dying of AIDS back in the 1980s 
when everyone else was running away. She 
would talk to someone living on the streets 
that no one else would talk to.’’ 

Ms. Tiernan, Froehlich said, combined 
compassion with ‘‘a pragmatic approach to 
solving issues, like: Hungry? Food. Home-
less? Housing. And she challenged people 
with that clarity.’’ 
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